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Stems of the plant are usually one to 2% feet tall and often
somewhat branched. The stems are swollen just below the joints,
Bristly hairs pointing slightly downward are abundant on the
stems and tend to penetrate the skin when full-grown plants are

handled.

The leaves arise in pairs and on opposite sides of the stem.

When viewed from above, each successive pair of leaves is oriented
perpendicular to the preceding pair. Leaves have toothed margins
and are borne on stalks about one-half as long as the leaves.

CONTROL: No conclusive results are available from tests in Alaska
regarding control of hemp nettle. However, results from other
areas may be useful as suggestions for control until more reliable
recommendations can be derived from trials in Alaska,

Unlike many other broad-leaf weeds, hemp nettle is quite resistant
to 2,4-D. However, two herbicides appear promising for selective
control of hemp nettle in grain crops. They are MCPA (2-methyl,
4-chlorophenoxyacetic acid) and Banvel D (2-methoxy, 3,6-dichloro-
benzoic acid). MCPA has been available commercially for a number
of years. Banvel D is a very new product and is probably not
available as yet from dealers in Alaska.

MCPA should be applied at the rate of % pound of acid equivalent
per acre. When the herbicide label states that the concentration
of acid equivalent is 4 pounds per gallon, one quart of solution
will contain one pound of acid equivalent. In this case, % quart

(1 pint) of solution should be applied per acre in a water solution,

Banvel D at % pound of acid equivalent per acre has given very good
control of hemp nettle in spring-sown grain crops., Banvel D, like
MCPA, is marketed in a formulation containing 4 pounds acid equiva-
lent per gallon. Therefore, one pint of this herbicide solution
also contains % pound of the acid equivalent. Other weeds re-
portedly controlled at this rate were chickweed, wild buckwheat,

lambsquarter, and wild mustard.

IMPORTANT-~For satisfactory control of hemp nettle, chemical sprays
must be applied when the weeds are quite small. Best control will
be obtained when the weed seedlings possess no more than 4 to 6
true leaves. At this time plants will be 2 to 4 inches tall.

Both MCPA and Banvel D will kill broad-ieaf forage plants such as

clovers or alfalfa,
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(Galeopsis tetrahit)

. Young plants
Full-grown plant
Flowers

. Seed capsules
Stem swellings

Projections on
cotyledons




