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For those who planted the first seeds yesterday,
and those working in the fields today,
planting seeds of harvest for tomorrow.
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Foreword
This work began as a question: Who were the farmers of Farmers
Loop Road? That initial list grew to include the farmers of the Tanana
Valley Agriculture Association. Each newspaper read (such as the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Jessen’s Weekly, and the Fairbanks Evening
News) brought more names to the list. Many town folk made important
agricultural contributions. There were enterprising greenhouse owners,
roadhouse operators, fur farmers, woodsmen, and dairymen and livestock
producers. The list of names has grown long, but should be longer.
Regretfully we could not find some names and found little about some
individuals. We have endeavored to tell the story of the early farmer
with information from newspapers, books, agricultural reports, and the
memories of many longtime Fairbanksans. The spelling of names, the
dates of events, and what took place are as accurate as the elapsing of years
allow. We indicated full names where available; the information on names,
birth and death dates, etc., in the listings that follow are as complete as we
could find.
The story of agriculture in the Tanana Valley is an amazing
unfolding of individual efforts. As we researched these early settlers and
the generations that followed, we experienced feelings of pride and respect
for the agriculturalist. Especially notable was the support and guidance
from the community that brought forth the powerful accomplishments of
opening the Tanana Valley to farming.



Editors’ Preface
The authors, who have long farmed and gardened with their
families along Farmers Loop Road, began this project more than twenty
years ago. Not realizing the final dimensions their project would obtain,
they began writing down friends’ stories, collecting photographs,
and reading old newspaper accounts. The work was set aside each
growing season, for farming in Alaska is concentrated into a few short
months, and requires many long hours. As they learned more about
local agricultural pioneers, their interest expanded far beyond Farmers
Loop Road to encompass Fairbanks and much of the surrounding area.
When they eventually had a book manuscript, they showed it to Patricia
Holloway, director of the Georgeson Botanical Garden, who recognized
it as a valuable resource and a good read. Although it is an informal
rather than scholarly history, the book brings together a great deal of
agricultural information. While they treat their pioneers with admiration
and respect, the authors have for the most part avoided interpreting the
items they’ve so painstakingly recorded, so the book is useful for those
who would like to examine the subject further.
The production of this book at the time of the Fairbanks
Experiment Farm celebrates its centennial (1906–2006) is fitting, because
the wealth of detail found here enlivens the story of Alaska’s agricultural
pioneers—their hopes and dreams, their successes and failures. As the
authors point out, although most traces of their efforts have vanished,
these pioneers claimed from the wilderness the land that most Fairbanks
area residents occupy today. They also showed that agriculture in the
north was not a madcap fancy in an ice bowl, but a legitimate enterprise
and a valuable—and quite possible—venture in Alaska. As shipping costs
declined, many agricultural enterprises failed to compete with foodstuffs
from outside Alaska. Today, as shipping costs climb and more people are
interested in fresh, locally grown food, a book like this reassures us that
it’s possible to grow what we eat here in north.
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USGS Fairbanks section map from May
1919 listing gold quartz mills, tungsten mills,
and homesteads. Gold mills are marked
with numbered circles, tungsten mills with
an X, and homesteads with a number in
rectilinear parcel boundries. The names* on
the homesteads are:
1. Henry Riddell
59. John J. O’Connor
2. Bernard J. Everman
60. Louis F. Joy
3. Ebenezer Cyrus Carson
61. Dan Callahan
4. Thomas J. Keenan
62. Herman Muatkajarvi
5. George Habar
63. Charles Reah Davison
6. John Pernstick (?)
64. Marion B. Carey
7. Frank D. Retschart
65. William St Louis
[Betschart]
66. Toma Kaprivica
8. Peter August Nelson
67. Oliver H. Newcomb
9. Frank Isaacson
68. Melvin R. Sabin
10. Pete Dolloste
69. William Young
11. Bryant J. Gibbs
70. Charles T. Hinckley
12. Magnus Nelson
71. Samuel Widener
13. Edmund Francis McAtee 72. John Pillips
14. Harry Dunn
73. Stacia Rickert
15. Daniel H. Hanford
74. Margaret A. Brandt
16. Herman A. Lazelle
75. Jorgine Anderson
17. Thomas J. McCoal
76. Henry T. Bently
18. William D. Papadepulos
77. Gideon Montcalm
19. Nels Martin
78. Rosa Pratt
20. George Hardy
79. John M. Adelman
21. James F. McGrath
80. Francis R. Leclair
22. Frank D. Betschart
81. Ida May Joy
23. Johan Grenats
82. John J. O’Connor
24. Thomas W. Fraiser
83. Harry Buzby
25. Nels Pauderson
84. Henry Harrison Berry
26. Thomas H. White
85. August W.C. Bjerremark
27. Roy Shafer
86. George Kolde
28. Charles Desjardins
87. Louis F. Joy
29. Richard May
88. Hiram Chadwick
30. Frank D. Betschart
89. William E. Waugh
31. William Robbins
90. Frank E. Jones
32. Edmund F. McAtee
91. Alice Hyde
33. John A. Russell
92. Elizabeth J. Bailey
34. James D. McIntyre
93. B.D. Sigsbee
35. David Atwell
94. Ephraim W. Sigsbee
36. Claus Johnson
37. Vincent Matetich
38. Jime George
*Note that names were
39. Charles T. Crozier
40. Charles Miller
not always accurately
41. Hampton E. Ballaine
transcribed; names
42. Charles T. Hinckley
are recorded here as
43. Lrs J. Erikson
44. Toma Kaprivica
they appear on the
45. George Brockie
46. Julian Blaker [Blaken?] map.
47. Mike Jankovich
48. Greg G. Berg
49. Patrick J. Mahoney
50. William P. Borden
51. William D. Papadopulus
52. Nels Martin
53. Herman A. Inarelle [?]
54. Charles B. Sweeney
55. James D. Wiest
56. George Nissen
57. Daniel H. Delaney
58. Frank Katsantres
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One More Time

heir names were seldom recorded, except in land acquisition
documents or obituary headlines, but in this book, the
first hardworking agriculturalists of the Tanana Valley are
remembered one more time. Little remains of their barns,
greenhouses, homes, and fields. Snow loads have broken buildings.
Rivers have washed away more. Time has erased nearly all their
significant efforts, and trees have again filled their cleared fields.
It may seem that these early farmers achieved very little in the
Tanana Valley, since there are few visual remains. Names such as
McGrath, Badger, Ballaine, Grenac, and Rickert appear on road signs
or subdivisions, but they acknowledge only a few of the early farmers.
One legacy of the early homesteader to the present population of the
Tanana Valley is the homesteaded land that today is in the possession
of many individual owners. The fact that many farmers did not
establish traditional family farms with wives and children to inherit
their homestead parcels of land must be noted, for we who live on
homesteaded land are the heirs of many single farmers’ estates. The
homesteads that once encircled Fairbanks are now private land that may
be bought and sold with minimal restrictions. The exception to this is



Carroll Phillips, Sr., mowing
peas at the Fairbanks
Agricultural Experiment
Station, late 1930s.
—Collection of
Carroll Phillips, Jr.

One More Time
farmland acquired by the federal government during World War II, or land
sold to a government entity such as the State of Alaska.
The early Tanana Valley farmers set high standards for themselves.
They expected to accomplish a great deal, and did. From the beginning
there was a need to produce food locally. This enormous challenge became
the entrepreneur’s delight. The Tanana Valley farmer could raise produce,
chickens, eggs, and grain. Market gardens came as naturally to this northern
town as stables, hotels, and hardware stores, while dairymen and greenhouse
operators were as quick to set up a business as a furniture salesman. The
people of the valley were never without food, even through the few winters
when the food supply became extremely low for themselves and their
animals. Nearly all the foodstuffs used in Alaska came from Outside and
transit time from Seattle to Fairbanks was lengthy. The first agriculturalists
dared to dream of providing for the physical needs of Fairbanks, the food
for the table and the feed for the livestock, as well as providing the lumber
to shelter the growing populations of people and animals. To become self
sufficient was a lofty goal and these early settlers very nearly pulled it off.
The Homestead Act of 1862 was signed into law by Abraham Lincoln,
after the secession of southern states. Under this act about ten percent of the
area of the United States was claimed and settled. It remained in effect until
it was repealed in 1976, with provisions for homesteading in Alaska until
1986. Alaska was one of the last places in the country where homesteading
remained a viable option into the latter part of the 1900s.
The people applying for homestead land were generally older, most
born in the 1860s and 1870s when the life expectancy in the United States
was less than fifty years for both men and women. The exhausting task of
clearing land for planting, the toil of caring for and harvesting crops and then
finding the elusive market was daunting. Cash was necessary to buy materials
for building, and toil was needed to maintain a home and farm. It was
necessary to buy equipment, seeds, and livestock, and cash was scarce. What
agriculturalists did have was confidence, a refreshing boldness, and faith in
their ability to overcome their limitations and accomplish the impossible.
Along with those skilled in producing a harvest were those who
cheered them on. William Fentress (W.F.) Thompson, editor of the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, avidly supported agriculture and promoted
farm interests. Even today his enthusiasm ignites the ‘can do’ spirit of those
reading the old newspapers, just as it kindled that spirit years ago. He
bombarded readers with happenings of agriculture. Significant or trivial,
humorous or tragic, he told the story: a fat lady broke the farmer’s fence
climbing over it, thereby letting out the horse, that then ate the farmer’s
garden; of April carnations and roses blooming in a local greenhouse; of
the first McCormick thresher that arrived by boat; and of Mrs. Bjerremark
serving for Sunday dinner roast corn gathered from her own garden.
Thompson noted the successes of agriculture and those who
accomplished them. The idea of Alaska feeding itself was forefront. What
could be grown in this new land? Land newly cleared and planted was
noteworthy, the seeds planted an exciting experiment, while the harvest
amazed growers and Mr. Thompson alike. Spring planting, fall harvests,
and farmers’ meetings were faithfully reported to newspaper readers, who
learned the number of tons of potatoes a farmer harvested, and that an early

William Fentress Thompson,
publisher and editor of the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner.*
—photo from Adventures
in Alaska Journalism since
1903, by Paul Solka, Jr. and
Art Bremer, p. 66

*See Notes, p. 237.
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season strawberry was for sale at the Arcade Café for $20. Editor Thompson
had great faith in the potential of Fairbanks. One of his dreams for his home
town was for it to be self sufficient. He was a tenacious leader who worked
well with the farmers.
When William Fentress Thompson died in 1926, the community
mourned, and the farming community grieved with them: the father of the
Tanana Valley Agriculture Association, their most vocal cheerleader whose
dream they had taken for their own, and their friend of many years was gone.
The community as a whole wanted agriculture to be successful.
Support from the Agricultural Experiment Station was hands-on, providing
information as well as some seeds to plant. At times the station loaned
equipment to the farmers. Downtown businesses displayed grains and
produce in their windows. The First National Bank was a regular exhibitor for
the producers, an added service the bank provided for the individual farmer.
Samples of seed potatoes, peas, or grain could be displayed. Orders left at the
bank for seed could be passed on when the farmer next came into town.
There were annual fairs with splendid exhibits of grain, animals and
produce. Exhibits were photographed, praised in the newspaper, and were
a source of pride to the community. They were good promotional tools to
not only interest the community but to raise money for important Interior
projects. Frequently, the best exhibits were sent Outside for display.
The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition was held in Seattle, June
1–October 16, 1909. Professor C.C. Georgeson, the head of the Alaska
Experiment Station at the time, arranged an exhibit of garden vegetables
from Alaska gardens. Produce was replaced periodically during the
Exposition so visitors saw fresh peas, radishes, lettuce, potatoes, cabbage,
turnips, rhubarb, parsnips, wheat, barley, oats, and rye.
Another exhibit was sent to New York City in September 1909, an
interesting collection of produce showing the eastern United States what
grows in the Tanana Valley. (See the exhibit list, opposite.)
Albert J. Johnson’s photographs of early Fairbanks are a treasure today,
for they show us a town and its people, the railroad, and the miners of the
past. Johnson was born in 1880 in Denmark and died June 19, 1926, in
Arcata, California. He came to the Fairbanks area in 1906. A well-liked young
man, known as Al to most, he photographed farms, fields, and farmers, and
his pictures have endured for a century. Postcards were made of some of his
photographs during his years in Fairbanks. These are treasured finds today.
Our knowledge of early interior Alaska agriculture is more complete because
of Johnson’s splendid pictures.
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September 27, 1909
Exhibits sent to New York City Broadway’s City Investment Building

Exhibit #1 Hay

George Kolde and Dan Brennan, Fairbanks. First
crop of 8 acres produced 3 T hay to acre. Land
cleared May 1909.

Exhibit #2 Oats

Erickson Farm. Sample from the stack.

Exhibit #3 Oats

Standard Farm. Sown May 12, cut September
12. First crop on wet, unfavorable ground.

Exhibit #4 Winter Wheat

Dr. Aline Bradley. Crop of 1908, second
generation in Alaska. Blue stem seed from
Washington state.

Exhibit #5 Winter Wheat

Dr. Aline Bradley. Third generation in Alaska, seed
from exhibit #4 sown September 5, 1908, cut
August 10, 1909, fully matured.

Exhibit #6 Winter Wheat

Frank Mathe, Chena. Club wheat grown on
hillside, sown September 10, 1908.

Exhibit #7 Spring Wheat

Erickson Farm. Sown May 15, cut August 2O,
1909. Seed From Washington state.

Exhibit #8 Wheat in Grain

Paul Rickert. Second generation. Fall sown, blue
stem variety from Washington state.

Exhibit #9 Barley, bearded

William Young Farm. Spring sown for Stock feed,
part of 12 T crop.

Exhibit #10 Barley, bald

Erickson Farm.

Exhibit #11 Barley, bald

Harry Buzby Farm. Sown May 8, cut August 12,
1909.

Exhibit #12 Native Hay

Alaska Red Top. Grows wild, luxuriantly over
thousands of square miles, excellent for horses
and cows, harvest 1-2 T per acre.

Exhibit #13 Timothy

Harry Buzby Farm. First crop, uncultivated
ground. Sown May 10, cut July 28, 1909.

Exhibit #14/15 White Oats

Agricultural Farm.

Exhibit #16/17 Black Oats

#20463 & #20464, spring sown, Agricultural
Farm.

Exhibit #18 Barley, bald

Agricultural Farm, spring sown.

Exhibit #19 Winter Rye

Agricultural Farm.

Exhibit #20 Barley, bearded

Agricultural Farm.

Exhibit #21 Finnish Black Oats

Volunteer crop, fall sown.

Exhibit #22 Potatoes, Early Rose

Joe Cook, one hill over 9 lbs.

Exhibit #23 Potatoes

Joe Cook. 20 lbs. Planted, harvested 540 lbs.

Exhibit #24 Potatoes, Early Rose

O.J. Anderson. Crop estimate 350 bushels per
acre.
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Exhibit #25 White Turnips

Richard Moote. Planted July 12, harvested
September 15 (2 months, 2 days). Second crop
this season on same land.

Exhibit #26 Chinese White Radish

A.R. Hellig. Kept fresh all winter.

Exhibit #27 Carrots

Standard Farms. Estimate 20 tons per acre.

Exhibit #28 Carrots

William Haldane Farm.

Exhibit #29 Potatoes

4 hills from W.P. Benn.

Exhibit #30 Potatoes

H.S. Myrick Farm. Planted May 12, dug
September 10, 1909.

Exhibit #31 Parsnips

Rickert Farm.

Exhibit #32 Potatoes

W.M. Sheppard, Chena. 150 bushels first 60 x
200 Feet, 540 bushels per acre.

Exhibit #33 Potatoes

Rickert Farm, Gold Coin.

Exhibit #34 Potatoes

Rickert Farm, Early Eureka.

Exhibit #35 Potatoes

Rickert Farm, Early Ohio.

Exhibit #36 Potatoes

Rickert Farm, Early Rose.

Exhibit #37 Alaska Potatoes

Rickert Farm, New Creation, third generation
seed.

Exhibit #38 Potatoes

Rickert Farm, Burbank.

Exhibit #39 Table Beets

Rickert Farm.

Exhibit #40 Table Beets

Harry Buzby.

Exhibit #41 Turnips

Badger and Berry.

Exhibit #42 Potatoes

Badger and Berry.

Exhibit #43 Cabbage

W.P. Benn.

Exhibit #44 Cabbage

Charles Blazer’s Garden.

Exhibit #45 Celery

Charles Blazer’s Garden, average sample.

Exhibit #46 Turnips/Rutabagas

Miscellaneous samples.

Exhibit #47 Poster Ad for farm labor
Exhibit #48 Wild Raspberries

Mrs. Ed Wickersham.

Exhibit #49 Native Cranberries

Mrs. Miner Bruce.

Farms, Fields, and
Farmers

Carroll Phillips, Sr., with
matched mares Dolly and
Kate pulling the plow, late
1930s.
—Collection of
Carroll Phillips, Jr.
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In the “hills north of the Tanana bottoms
is found the best soil seen in Alaska.”

—United States Department of Agriculture1

efore the turn of the century, the United States Secretary of
Agriculture sent a number of researchers to Alaska to find out
just what the lands could grow. The first positive agricultural
observations (well known to those living in Alaska), were of the
natural grasses, red top grass, and marsh grasses along the rivers that were
cut and sold as horse fodder to the military and miners. Also noted was
the large amount of grain roadhouse operators grew and the successful
gardens they raised to feed their guests.
Dr. Charles Christian Georgeson, an agricultural expert with the
United States Department of Agriculture, arrived in southeast Alaska in
1898. Although the agricultural possibilities were unknown, Georgeson
quickly realized the area’s potential. Opportunities were all about him.
J.W. Neal, one of the researchers, arrived in Alaska in 1896. In
1903, as Assistant Superintendent at the Copper Center Agricultural
Experiment Station, Neal noted the successful planting of oats and barley.
The impressive results prompted him to pack sixteen bundles of ripe
barley to the coast and have it shipped to Washington, D.C. That shipment
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Dr. Charles Christian
Georgeson, Special Agent
in Charge of Alaska
Investigations for the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
with apples grown at the
Fairbanks Experiment Farm.

— Agricultural
Experiment Station Photo
Collection, Accession
#68-4-1163, Archives,
Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

went on to decorate a 1904 exhibit at the St. Louis Louisiana Purchase
Exposition.
A September 1903 issue of The Weekly Fairbanks News quoted one
Fairbanks resident, George Harrington, soon after he harvested his beautiful
and bountiful garden. “Little reason our vegetable supply can’t be home
grown,” he said.
A July 1906 newspaper article in the Fairbanks Evening News2 stated
that 200 acres were under cultivation that summer, that the oats, timothy, and
wheat crop were excellent, and that the vegetable harvest would be notable.
Also mentioned were two men who had brought a wagonload of hay through
town, explaining that fine natural growths of hay could be found all around
Fairbanks, free to whomever harvested it. Men in the freight business cut
the hay to feed their better horses. Wild hay cut and sold by local hay dealers
went for eight cents a pound in 1904. Sold in Fairbanks or rafted downriver, it
became an adequate cash crop. A Fairbanks dairy in 1911 bought wild hay for
$75 a ton, about half its 1904 cost.3
For the U.S. Agricultural Experiment Station Tanana Valley site,
Georgeson selected Ester Siding along the Tanana Valley Railroad, just
south of the present-day Fairbanks Experiment Farm and its Georgeson
Botanical Garden. Other Alaska stations were at various times located in
Sitka, Rampart, Copper Center, Kenai, Kodiak, and the Matanuska Valley.
Each farm began testing varieties of vegetables, grains, and fruits suitable to
climate and locations. In his lectures and writings, Georgeson aggressively
promoted the idea that agriculture was possible in Alaska. He estimated
that 100,000 acres were suited to dairy, grain, and potato production, and he
strongly maintained that seed production could be a large industry in Alaska.
In the spring of 1907, Superintendent J.W. Neal began clearing land at
the Ester Siding farm site. Not only was land cleared that spring, but thirtytwo varieties of potatoes were planted. The Sitka station planted forty-six
varieties of apples and crabapples. The experiment stations’ mandate to
conduct research was underway.
The arrival of new equipment at the Fairbanks Experiment Station
interested the farmers as well as the community. A new threshing machine
arrived in 1913, a horse-powered Ellis level tread thresher, an important
acquisition at the expanding farm. The focus of the station personnel by
then was to produce grain seed in quantity enough to send some Outside,
for it was believed that northern seed was the best. Secondly, a Siberian
strain of alfalfa that showed promise was to be studied. It had survived
the winter, although the plants needed more insects to pollinate them
adequately. The third item on the list was potatoes. Better varieties were
needed for the Interior, so testing continued. The 1913 crop of potatoes
was so unsatisfactory that it was used to feed the pigs, probably because the
tubers were watery, misshapen, split, or had second growths that made them
unappealing.
In August 1913, Professor Georgeson and Colonel W.P. Richardson
of the Alaska Road Commission arrived at the station very annoyed. It had
taken them thirty-eight minutes to drive from Fairbanks to the station on the
terrible Ester road. Visitors were coming regularly to the farm and it should
not take thirty-eight minutes to make the trip, the two argued. Three years
later, $10,000 was budgeted by the road commission for the four miles of road

Farms, Fields, and Farmers

with the hope of turning the awful muddy road into a “boulevard.” The year
the road was upgraded, 1916, twenty men were employed at the station.
Shortages of food staples, meat, grain, and hay, as well as wood, were
serious happenings in Fairbanks. Those folks who had been in the Interior
for any length of time recalled the cold winter of 1897–98 when Dawson
was low on supplies and how critical it became. Cordwood was in short
supply in Fairbanks briefly in the fall of 1909, but wood cutters and haulers
needed only to move farther from town to cut timber. Again the woodlots of
Fairbanks became very low the spring of 1916. Once more, local woodsmen
were able to alleviate the shortage by going out to get wood and finding a way
to transport it to town. Reassurance that the problem was being solved by
suppliers, such as Independent Lumber, soothed the users of cordwood.
On May 7, 1913, H.B. Parkin of Fairbanks Meat Company alerted
the News-Miner that he only had a two-week supply of meat remaining.
Five days later, the News-Miner headline read: “Meat Supply About Gone.”
The locals had quickly filled their larders. Without success, town leaders
requested Governor Clark to have the game laws changed for a short time.
Livestock was immediately shipped from Yakima, Washington, but it would
take weeks for the cattle to arrive in Fairbanks. Good news came on May 23.

Shocks of peas, Fairbanks
Experiment Farm, circa 1910.
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—Cann Photo,
Agricultural Experiment
Station Collection,
Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks
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Harvesting barley, Fairbanks
Experiment Farm, circa 1910.

—Cann Photo,
Agricultural Experiment
Station Collection,
Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks

The cold storage steamer Robert Kerr was underway from sister city Dawson
with meat. June 2, H.P. Parkin reported the meat shortage was nearly over,
for at Hot Springs (now Manley Hot Springs) were 200 cattle destined for
Fairbanks supper tables.
The News-Miner reported April 5, 1916 that the food stores were once
again getting low on staples. On April 19 one of the town’s most reliable
teamsters, William Terrill, arrived in Fairbanks with a load of goods for the
market. Terrill received a “royal welcome,” for he eased the “grub shortage.”4
The first boat of the year, the Delta, also arrived to a large welcoming crowd
on May 25 with supplies for both man and beast. The Northern Commercial
(N.C.) Company reported there were only three bags of oats left in their
warehouse. All the feed dealers were out of horse feed. The community had
weathered the crisis again.
Before the arrival of the first boat in May 1917, Fairbanks was again
“running shy on its meat.”5 There was canned meat and chicken available,
but the town was extremely short of wild meat. The Commercial Club again
asked for permission to hunt more caribou. This problem needed to be
solved.
The community was growing rapidly through these years. 1915 had
been a decent enough year for farmers. Bins and shelves could be filled
with foodstuffs. Potatoes were advertised at one dollar for fourteen pounds.
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Golden Market had fresh beef and moose for sale, as well as 1,500 chickens
that would be killed to order.
As winter set in, a grave problem became evident, one that touched
everyone owning livestock, and horse owners in particular. The number of
horses had increased greatly with the growth of the human population. The
N.C. Company brought in an oat crusher in 1915 that was said to improve
horses’ digestion of grain by thirty percent. There was a serious shortage
of horse feed during the winter of 1915–16 and as the shortage increased,
it grew close to catastrophic. The grocery manager for the N.C. Company
reported that hay was in short supply and that the teamsters were desperately
looking for horse feed. His suggestion that horses could eat surplus potatoes
became a reality, as supply boats would not arrive until breakup. Owners
of horses began to feed the animals potatoes and carrots. Some horses
were moved downriver to Hot Springs where the shortage was not so
great. Farmers used their precious grain seed to feed their livestock. Loss of
livestock was averted by these actions, but in the spring of 1916, there was an
acute shortage of grain seed to plant.6
The Fairbanks station had been raising seed for five years and that
spring had 1,100 bushels of wheat, rye, barley, oats, and buckwheat seed in
storage. Superintendent Neal asked for and received permission to advance
seed to farmers, with the promise that they repay in kind, pound for pound
of loaned seed after the fall harvest. The government thresher would be made
available to the farmers for recovering seed. His goal, Neal said, was for the

McCormick reaper-binder
used at the experiment farm,
circa 1912.
—Tanana Valley Fair
Collection
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Cutting grain at the
experiment station circa 1912
with a team of horses pulling
the McCormick reaper-binder.
—Tanana Valley Fair
Collection

farmer to become “independent, in respect to horse feed at least.”7 A loan of
10,000 pounds of seed was made to thirty-two farmers. To the credit of all,
every pound the farmers borrowed was returned to the station by January
25, 1917. This was a great success for the entire agricultural community and
surely encouraged the ‘we can grow it’ attitude of those years. J.W. Neal was
greatly respected by the farmers as a leader, a problem solver, and a good
friend.
With seed production in mind, the station produced 260 pounds of
turnip seed in 1916. This seed was sent to Sitka for distribution to other
experiment stations.
Away from the experiment station, the land was being settled and
farms were taking shape. It was a much slower process on the homestead
than at the station because there was a lot less manpower, little equipment,
and often insufficient funds. However, there was no less determination and
planning.
The first dozen years of farming in the Tanana Valley primarily involved
a large mix of men and women from many countries who had come north
following various gold strikes. By 1906, that quest had diminished for many
when no pot of gold was found at the end of the rainbow. Farming took on
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greater appeal, and the need for land became urgent as the change from
miner to farmer was made. Many farmers could have been termed squatters
in the early years, for the majority did not make formal application for land
until 1914 when the surveying of federal land got underway.
The amended Homestead Act of 1900 met the needs of most, for it
allowed any United States citizen who had reached twenty-one years of age
to settle on unsurveyed land in Alaska, select up to 320 acres, lay out their
own lines and file the necessary paperwork. The act was again changed in
1916, when the maximum size for a general homestead was lowered to 160
acres. Grain producers were still allowed to homestead 320 acres.
Statistics of agricultural achievement in the Interior for 1912 noted 46
growers of garden and farm products that were worth over $100,000. The
potato crop alone was valued at $28,000. Quantities of items grown were:
potatoes, 280 tons; cabbage, 69 tons; carrots, 32 tons; tomatoes, 16 tons;
peas, 1 ton; beets, 4 tons; onions, 1 ton; grain, 8,150 tons (oats, barley, and
wheat); oat hay, 223 tons; red top hay, 5 tons.
There was increased interest among some growers in coordinating
their efforts and together finding markets for their products. Nine farmers
made the first attempt to organize themselves in April 1913. They were Mel
Sabin, Bert Johnson, Daniel Henry (Harvey) Hanford, Dan Berger, Henry
Riddle, Richard May, John Downs, G.G. Berg, and P.J. Rickert. With the aid
of the Fairbanks Commercial Club, the Tanana Valley Produce Growers
Association (TVPGA) was formed. The group set goals and developed
guidelines using the bylaws from the Wenatchee Washington Fruit Growers.
The first goal announced by the group was to save the “camp $40,000.”
Instead of buying grain and produce from Outside, they would grow them
in Fairbanks.8 Efforts were made to enlist twenty-five to thirty more farmers
in the association, because the economic commitment of that number was
needed to make the group viable. By June, the farmers had determined how
crops were to be sold. Each would sell his own crop at a price set by the
association. With optimism, the farmers selected officers and a warehouse
man.
The eruption of Mount Katmai in June of 1912 left its mark on
Alaska in many ways. The weather the summer of 1913 was not good for
growing produce and the young organization struggled. Growers fell behind
with their crops and then came the deadly blow of cold temperatures and
snow of August 27, which completely ended the season. Even the annual
fair, so carefully planned, was canceled. There would be no bragging of
accomplishments in 1913.
Alaska’s delegate to Congress, James Wickersham, sent copies of
farming and stock raising bulletins to Fairbanks for P.J. Rickert to distribute.
These bulletins covered a wide range of ninety-two subjects. Large quantities
of sugar beet seed also arrived for free distribution in both the Tanana and
Matanuska valleys as Wickersham was certain it was a feasible crop. He
pledged to do his utmost to promote agriculture, and one way he did this was
by sending a vast assortment of flower and vegetable seeds each spring.
To encourage the growing of grain in the Interior, Falcon Joslin of
the Tanana Valley Railroad distributed free grain seed that he had acquired
from an experiment farm in Sweden. Oats, barley, and rye usually matured
in the Tanana Valley; wheat was less sure. The Fairbanks Experiment Station
continued to improve the likelihood of a mature wheat crop.

Procedures to be followed
before a person can
receive his homestead
land:
BASIC STEPS

first - You cannot make an
application for a homestead
sight unseen.
second - You must be over
twenty-one years of age or the
head of a family.
third - You must be a citizen
of the United States, or have
declared your intention of
becoming one.
fourth - Application for
homestead entry on surveyed
land must be filed at one of
the three offices of the Bureau
of Land Management located
in Fairbanks, Anchorage, and
Nome.
When you have picked out the
land you want, you visit the
Land Management Office, the
Manager will show you plats or
maps and show you the land
still unoccupied. You make a
personal inspection.
The spring months are best for
picking out your homestead—
find out how long it takes for
the snow to melt, for the water
to run off and the land to get
dry enough to plow.
When you’ve picked your
farmland you fill out a
homestead entry.
When the Bureau of Land
Management approves, you
pay not over $10 for filing,
and a maximum of $6 for
“commissions” depending upon
the area of the land.
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After approval you establish
residence on the land—living
on the property tent, cave,
etc. etc. After establishing
residence you must live on the
land for at least seven months.
Second year—live seven
months on your land and have
1/16 of your total acreage
under cultivation (10 acres for a
160 acre site).
Third year—live seven months
on your land and have 1/8 or
20 acres under cultivation.
Before you can submit proof
that you are entitled to a patent
on your land, you must have
a habitable house for yourself
and family.
A total of five years is allowed
to prove up your land. If
everything is clear in about six
months you get a document
from Washington.

A December 9, 1914 listing of homestead entries in the Fairbanks
Daily News-Miner reveals the extent of agricultural growth.
Dec. 9, 1914
HOMESTEADERS IN OUR VALLEY
The first homestead entry made Feb. 12, 1914 by Alphonse
Zehnder. Last entry—J.F. McGrath Nov. 26, 1914
85% of the homesteaders have been living on their land the past
two years and over. Some of them have been squatters, however for
four or five years, and have finally cultivated ranches. Under the law,
all they have to do is to prove three years residence and bona fide
cultivation of the land to obtain patents to 320 acres, or the amount
of land filed upon. A complete list of these Tanana Valley Farmers
and their acreage to date is as follows:
Adolph Zehnder

260.04

C.R. Dawson

228.37

Stacia Rickert

278.92

D.H. Hanford

295.04

William Young

284.01

H.A. Lazelle

320.00

Harry Buzby

318.28

D.H. Delaney

314.90

H.H. Berry

104.82

J.D. West

308.57

Sam Widener

302.12

H.D. Papadoulas

160.19

T.A. Markas

320.00

Charles Desjardines

320.00

Margaret Brandt
J.M. Adelman
H.T. Bentley

13.09
311.59
84.58

L.J. Erickson

320.00

D.H. Newcomb

309.40

H.E. Ballaine

316.22

William Haldane

112.51

C.T. Crozier

316.08

A.N.C. Bjerremark

108.00

T.H. Frazier

320.00

Mrs. J.M. Joy

269.34

Vincent Malelich

320.00

17.53

Clause Johnson

320.00

Gideon Montcalm
C.J. Hinckly

327.42

J.T. McGrath

160.00

Tom Koprovica

319.96

Charles Lagler

320.00

Mr. Sabin

319.84

John Granats

320.00

Ephraim Sigsbee

311.49

H.P. Borden

301.29

W.E. Waugh

160.00

Richard May

320.00

A.B. Jones

320.00

G.G. Berg

320.00

Mrs. Alice Hyde

313.18

Fred Cokee

309.91

E.J. Bailey

320.00

P.A. Nelson

320.00

George Nissen

317.62

Frank Isaacson

320.00

J.P. O’Connor

322.79

George Millich

320.00

E.E. Dilley

320.00

Magnus Nelson

318.06

H. Mualkajorvis

230.00

All are in townships close to Fairbanks
Over 300 homesteads are recorded9
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Tomatoes on the vine in Paul Rickert’s greenhouse.
—Manger photo, courtesy Candy Waugaman

Although the fledgling association continued to flounder, agriculture
had two bright spots in 1915. That fall four tons of produce were sent to
Ruby, Fort Gibbon, and Iditarod. The growers and the American-Yukon
Navigation Company agreed on lower shipping rates on produce for that
shipment only. Potatoes sold that fall for three to four cents per pound.
The second high point was the 1915 fair. The displays of produce were
described in the newspaper as the “greatest ever.”10 In fact, they were so
outstanding that many exhibits were sent to San Francisco for the Panama
Pacific International Exposition where they amazed visitors as much as they
had the locals back home. A golden heart was designed of wheat, oats, and
rye straw with letters made of grain. The heart became the keystone of the
agricultural exhibits shipped south. Many of the displays were immortalized
by photographer Dick Thorne. The Pacific Coast Steamship Company
provided free transportation for the exhibit in honor of the forty-eighth
anniversary of Alaska’s purchase by the United States.
After the fair, premiums paid to winning exhibitors were listed in
the News-Miner: Paul J. Rickert, $47.50; John Scharle, $30.00; H. Hanford,
$25.00; Vincent Malelich, $23.50; J. Anderson, $21.00; Jazo Grlyevic, $15.00;
C.R. Davidson, $12.00; H.A. Lazelle, $7.50; W.B. Wetherby, $7.50; Roy Shafer,
$5.00; Andrew Zehnder, $5.00; C.D. McCauley, $5.00; George Nissen, $5.00;
J.C. Keller, $5.00; H. Ballaine, $2.50; H. Buzby, $2.50.

17

3T

Far from a Myth

11

he idea that the community—Fairbanks and the surrounding
area—could be self sufficient in its food supply had been
germinating for some time. The farmers had demonstrated
their ability and resolve to produce. In 1917, eight Fairbanks
businessmen who called themselves “The Alaska Loyal League” gave the
farmers a big boost needed to strongly organize and in turn market their
products. The League included R.C. Wood, banker; W.F. Thompson,
newspaperman; A. Browning; Harry E. St. George, real estate agent;
Northern Commercial Company manager George Coleman; merchants
E.R. Peoples and F.S. Gordon; and H.B. Parkin, Fairbanks Meat Company
transportation agent. Of one mind and committed to providing the
infrastructure necessary for the idea to grow, the men made public their
daring, unique, and significant idea.12
With farm leaders and the staff of the experiment station, the
Alaska Loyal League planned in great detail a “Farmers’ Day” for April
28, 1917. For this extraordinary day 108 invitations were sent by mail to
those who had applied for land or had received land and lived within one
day’s travel of Fairbanks. The invitation was printed in the News-Miner as
well. “Farmers’ Day” was to include lunch at the Nordale Hotel followed
by an afternoon convention at the courthouse.
A fine luncheon was served that April noon. The staff of the
Nordale Hotel set 180 place settings around a horseshoe-shaped table.
The menu card, which was also a souvenir for each person attending,
listed the following luncheon dishes and courses: Oyster Cocktail;
Relishes—Green Olives, Sweet Pickles; Salad—Crab on Mayonnaise and
Lettuce; Meat—Young Turkey with Apricot Jelly, Ox Tongue, Prime Ribs
of Beef, Westphalia Boiled Ham; Dessert—Roman Punch Macaroons,
Wafer Crackers Cream Cheese, Café Noir.
Judge Bunnell was seated at the head table, which suited one
farmer in particular. This farmer was said to have commented that if
Judge Bunnell was not there he “won’t be either.” In what now seems an
amusing aside, the newspaper write-up mentioned that Judge Bunnell
was “an authority on sheep shearing and mule skinning,”13 which perhaps
he was.
The town leaders pledged to support Tanana Valley agriculture.
The federal representatives promised financial aid. The large agricultural
group concluded its luncheon discussion and left the hotel for a group
picture taken by Fairbanks photographer A.J. Johnson. Everyone then
moved to the courthouse where the farmers settled down to hear the
Alaska Loyal League outline specifics of a plan for making the Tanana
Valley self sufficient in terms of agriculture. The plan would work if there
was a coordinated effort by farmers and town leaders. This longtime idea
could be more than a dream, they were told, it could be a reality. This was
the thread of all discussions that afternoon.
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Fairbanks Daily NewsMiner invitation
to the farming
community to a
luncheon that resulted
in the formation
of the Tanana
Valley Agriculture
Association.
—Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner, April
23, 1917
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Albert Johnson picture of those attending the
Farmers’ Day Luncheon, taken outside the Nordale
Hotel. Edna Lawson identified a few of the folks.
From the right: the fifth man in the dark suit is Judge
Bunnell; to the left of the woman in the light suit
is Mother Creamer, Don Creamer’s grandmother;
continuing left, the lady with the broad-brimmed
hat is Mrs. Miller, Bobby Miller’s mother. From
the left: the short man wearing tall boots Edna
identified as Mike Jankovich and the tall man to the
left of the ladies as Tony Radak. Cyprion Secottee
stands near the middle in the front row, with his
pants cuffs rolled up, to the left of an unidentified
woman. The boy is Charlie McGrath, standing next
to his father, James McGrath, on Charlie’s right,
identified by Carroll Phillips.
—Albert J. Johnson, Elizabeth Metcalf
Collection, Accession #1963-0071-00047, Archives,
Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Superintendent Neal of the experiment station emphasized the need to
work together to get better overall results. The farmers listened to this man
who had earned their great respect.
It was disclosed that a Farmers Bank had been organized and would
open in early May—or as soon as the paperwork was returned from Juneau.
The bank was to be organized with $50,000 capital stock. Principal investors
were Clarence Berry, living in San Francisco, H.E. St. George, P.S. Whitney,
and Wallace Cathcart. The officers of the new bank were President H.E. St.
George and Vice President and Cashier Wallace Cathcart. The directors were
Clarence Berry, P.S. Whitney, and Guy Erwin. The bank would operate from
the Washington-Alaska Building at the corner of Cushman Street and Second
Avenue. Low-interest loan money would be available to the farmers. The
bank would buy gold dust, administer estates, forward money, and accept
deposits.
The support that the community leaders promised was to create a
stable market for crops. In turn, the town leaders would depend on the
farmers to provide for the needs of the town and the outlying mining camps.
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The farmers were told that today “merchants and residents of the camp are
ready ‘to a man’ to favor the local farmer and work for him, but don’t gouge
and lose support of the community.”
At the conclusion of that full day of food, discussions, and proposals,
the Tanana Valley Agriculture Association was born. Fifty-one (four-fifths
of those attending) became charter members, pledging to make Alaska
agriculture succeed in the Interior. It was decided that Harry Busby would
act as temporary president and that Harry Bentley would take on the duties
of temporary secretary. Together, an economic commitment had been made
that could work.
The flame of inspiration burned brightly the next months. T.D.
Crippen, who had been superintendent of the Rampart Agricultural
Experiment Station, was now assistant to Neal at the Fairbanks station.
Crippen met often with the new organization. He informed the farmers that
equipment from the station would be made available to them, equipment
such as several self binders and a threshing machine. A small flouring mill
was there at the station for them to use as well.
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The businessmen aided the farmers in obtaining contracts for selling
potatoes and vegetables. Newspaperman Thompson began listing the prices
of Outside produce on a regular basis as a price indicator for the newly
formed group.
As the weeks went by, the farmers in the new organization gained
confidence and as a group expressed what they needed help in acquiring.
The first request was directed toward the Road Commission; there was
a pressing need for better roads to the farming areas, a need not quickly
alleviated. As late as June 15, 1945, a newspaper account asserted that only
“Alaskan Cranes, or Sandhill Goopers,” were guaranteed of getting around
Farmers Loop.14 There were several land-traps awaiting unwary autos. That
winter had been a big snow year and Mr. and Mrs. Fowler, who lived along
the road, reported being snowbound until they snowshoed to a cleared road.
Each spring breakup, until the road was paved in the early 1960s, there were
treacherous areas for travelers to ford.
The Farmers Bank opened mid-July 1917 ready for business.
Unfortunately, it was a short-lived endeavor, for it closed two years later,
September 8, 1919.
The TVAA members were established with a constitution and bylaws,
and they acted as a unit. Markets were available for a variety of produce,
which allowed the growers to be diverse and no longer concentrate on
potatoes only. Growers were satisfied that locally grown vegetables were
being served in the restaurants that summer and the military was to purchase
60,000 pounds of potatoes that fall. The crop looked promising and would
surpass the 1,900 tons produced in the Tanana Valley in 1915. Outside,
a transcontinental railway planned to feature “Alaska’s Great Big Baked
Potatoes” in the dining car. Each potato was to weigh at least a pound and
a half. The Alaska Engineering Commission contracted for fifty tons of
potatoes and fifteen tons of other vegetables in 1917, and upped the quantity
of vegetables to ninety tons the following year, plus put in an order for fifty
tons of native hay.
Work continued at the experiment stations. With the formation of the
TVAA, Superintendent Neal became more of a workhorse. He pledged to
the group to use his knowledge of government connections and farm affairs
to aid the new group. Neal had always believed Alaska could feed itself and
would argue forcefully with naysayers who said agriculture in the Territory
was doomed. He held that agriculture was not doomed; it would evolve much
as it had in Finland.
Finland had recently declared its independence from Russia and had
become a republic. Its chief agricultural crops were rye, barley, oats, potatoes,
and hay. There were also dairy farms and fur farms. Only six percent of
Finland was agricultural land, but it provided occupations for the majority of
the population.
J.W. Neal’s many years of dedication to Alaska, his work at the
Fairbanks Experiment Station, and his genuine interest and support for the
farmers gave Tanana Valley agriculture a strong, durable foundation on which
to build.
Livestock was a large part of the experiment stations in Fairbanks,
Matanuska, and Kodiak. Assistant W.H. White had been in Fairbanks from
1917 to 1919 before moving to Kodiak, then on to Matanuska in 1926. The
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Kansas State Agricultural College graduate was interested in cattle, especially
the Galloway, a black, medium-sized animal from Scotland, which he hoped
to introduce throughout Alaska.
The Kodiak station especially felt the effects of the 1912 Katmai
eruption. Located eighty-five miles from Katmai, the Kodiak station was
covered with eighteen inches of ash. Livestock at the station had to be moved
to a food supply. About one hundred head of cattle were shipped to Chehalis,
Washington. In time, the ash would benefit the farming in Kodiak by adding
valuable nutrients to the soil.
White and another government farm man, J.C. Wingfield, had a stock
ranch thirty miles northeast of Kodiak at Kizhuyak Bay. The Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner reported July 1928 that White lost seventeen head of cattle to
brown bears. The law protected the brown bear and White became very
discouraged. His attempts to graze sheep and cattle seemed useless. Later
that year, Wingfield bought White’s interest in the ranch in spite of its losing
twenty of twenty-five head of cattle to bears in 1928. Losing livestock was
tragic but it was not a unique occurrence. Sid Old, a Kodiak farmer, had
forty-four cows and a few sheep the summer of 1929. In one day, a brown
bear killed a cow and two calves. When the bear returned for another of his
herd, Old was waiting and killed the bear. He hung its pelt on the barn door
as a sign to other bears, he said. “Stay away unless coming for berries.”

Fairbanks Agricultural
Experiment Station, 1917.
J.W. Neal at far right, with his
daughter and wife in front of
the station cabin.

23

—Agricultural Experiment
Station Collection,
Accession #1968-0004-01212
Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks
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Heady Years

hroughout the ages growing food—tilling the soil, planting
seeds, cultivating crops and harvesting—has been wearisome
work. Drudgery, some have written. Before 1831, when Cyrus
Hall McCormick invented the reaper and brought dramatic
changes to farming, there had been little refinement of the farmer’s tools.
Two harvesting implements, the scythe of the sixteenth century and the
cradle of the eighteenth century, were the only tools of note for cutting
grasses and grain. From McCormick’s invention evolved better, stronger,
and more affordable implements, which were manufactured by many
individuals and businesses.15
What was happening with farming in the Interior of Alaska
was not unique to its location; agriculture in the Tanana Valley was
developing in much the same way as it was elsewhere. At the turn of the
twentieth century horses, mules, and oxen were used to pull machines
developed for working the soil. Most American farmers owned or had
use of one or two bottom-riding plows, spring-tooth harrows, seed drills,
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Oil Pull tractor at the
Fairbanks experiment station,
being used to run a shredder
and blower to fill a pit silo
(circa 1936–39). Gilford Fitz is
riding the horse at left.
—Floyd Hagaman,
Collection of Virginia
Boding and Genevieve
Barney
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row crop cultivators, forage mowers, twine binders, and grain-threshing
machines. Efforts were underway to develop steam-powered equipment to
pull the cropping tools instead of animals. However, the ponderous steam
machines were often dangerous and difficult to pull over uneven ground.
The first two decades of the twentieth century were heady years
for agriculture. Great strides were made in plant breeding and in control
of animal diseases, as well as in the development and use of commercial
fertilizer. The most important and lasting technological change to agriculture
as the century began was the tractor.
In 1901, Iowa’s Charles Hart and Charles Parr built the first successful
gasoline engine tractor. Five years later they gave their by now much less
massive machine the name tractor.16 Times were ripe for the production
of their creation. Thirty companies built 2,000 gasoline engine tractors in
1909. Each year that followed, a better and more efficient design attracted
the farmer to buy the newfangled machine. In 1911 there were 4,000
tractors on farms across the country, and by 1920 some 246,000 had been
purchased. Tractors were mass produced and had standard parts, allowing
for ease of part replacement, and making repair more convenient for the
farmer fixing his own machine. The tractor could easily pull the equipment
used in cropping operations. It was not only faster than animals but could
be used for longer periods. The farmer needed fewer laborers if he owned
or had access to a tractor. Land previously used to grow grain and forage
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A closer look at the
experiment station’s Oil
Pull tractor. Oil Pulls were
manufactured by Rumely of
LaPorte, Indiana. This tractor
is of about 1918 vintage. Floyd
Hagaman later bought this
tractor.
—Floyd Hagaman,
Collection of Virgina
Boding and Genevieve
Barney
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Claus Johnson with his fourhorse team. Johnson was
among those who preferred
horses to tractors: he did not
use a tractor until the 1950s,
after more than thirty years
of farming his Tanana Valley
homestead.

—Accession #1968-000400993 Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks

for animals could now be used to grow food for human consumption. An
estimate of acreage needed to provide for a working horse in the early part
of the twentieth century was three acres for feed and eleven acres of pasture.
As tractors took the place of horses, millions of acres were freed for raising
revenue crops and feed for other farm animals.
Not all farmers took to the idea of tractors on their land nor to the idea
of a tractor replacing their animals. The emphatic pronouncement, ‘There
will never be a rubber-wheeled machine on my farm!’ was heard until the
World War II years.17 Sons with a passion for the technology, finding they
were not persuasive enough to change their fathers’ mindset, often left the
family farm.18
As World War I approached, the demand for food production
increased. Farming with tractors allowed more land to be cultivated. Farm
prices were on the increase. All to the good on one hand, but on the other
hand farmers found themselves with a shortage of long-term credit to buy
land and the equipment to cultivate it. There was also a very great difficulty
in finding adequate markets for their crops. The producer of farm products
needed a way to control the inadequate and inequitable markets. Farm
cooperatives were the outcome of the dilemma. A solid front of determined
farmers could perhaps accomplish this goal, and in many cases it did.19
There had been federal and state government support and
encouragement for agriculture and the farmer for many years. In some states
agricultural colleges had set up their own experiment stations. A land-grant
college bill, the Morrill Act, became law in 1862. This allowed for the support
of at least one college in each state. Financial support came from the sale
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of public lands, and Congress funded the experiment stations. In 1887,
the Hatch Act, another land-grant bill, authorized agricultural experiment
stations in the U.S. and its territories to provide science-based research
information to farmers.
Through these stations the research done by the colleges was passed
on to the farm community through bulletins, circulars, and lecture series.
The Smith-Lever Act of 1914 created the cooperative federal-state extension
service, providing a greater outreach to the farm community with the intent
of “building modern high productive agriculture.”20 Congress passed a Farm
Loan Act in 1916, which enabled farmers to find long-term agricultural
credit with certain banks. The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) steadfastly continued expanding the scientific research it had been
conducting since the 1890s and making regulations based on its findings.
Farm demonstrations and adult education were initiated by the USDA.
Outside agricultural happenings touched Fairbanks through the
experiment station. Food for animals and humans was needed, and there was
land available in the Tanana Valley for the rapidly growing number of people
who wished to farm. Interior farming was also boosted by the perseverance
of W.F. Thompson, who recognized this exquisite moment in time when
Alaska agriculture could become a dynamic industry. Through the generous
coverage he gave their fledgling achievements, and through his enthusiastic
presence at their activities, Thompson helped keep the local farmers focused
and energized and was instrumental in welding the men and women of the
Tanana Valley Agriculture Association into a united, active, and dynamic
group.
With eager farmers near a supportive community, a developing
infrastructure, and a viable organization to provide a voice for the issues and
problems of the farmer, all the elements for success were in place. Thompson
and his Alaska Loyal League were to witness the birth of agriculture as more
than subsistence farming in the Tanana Valley.
Meanwhile, outside Alaska the first missteps leading up to the
1929 stock market crash and the Great Depression were taken. Prices
for agricultural products slid downward by fifty percent after World War
I ended, and the demand for products varied from place to place and
fluctuated erratically over time. The United States had exported $4.1 billion
worth of agricultural products in 1919; by 1922 the amount had fallen to
$1.8 billion. Without necessary federal support and involvement during
the increasing economic depression in the agricultural communities, the
inevitable had begun.21
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An Elusive Pursuit

umming up the 1917 statistics of Fairbanks, a News-Miner article
noted that the death rate was greater than the birth rate. The
editor’s friend, Jorgina Anderson, a greenhouse operator and a
wife, was one of the thirty-six to die that year. There had also
been thirty-nine marriages and twenty-six births. The article concluded
that the need for women, marriage, and children was of the utmost
importance to the farming community.
This reoccurring thread was frequently at the tip of Thompson’s
pen as he wrote about farmers. In 1916, he noted that there were two
wives on twenty nearby farms. Although the men grew potatoes, oats,
and barley, there were few animals because there were no women to care
for them, he said. By 1919, the topic of Tanana Valley farmers without
wives was out in the open. Thompson sincerely thought he could do
something to solve this lack of married farm men. Following a TVAA
meeting, a News-Miner headline declared: “50 WIVES ARE NEEDED
HERE.” Nearly every farm meeting notice that appeared in the NewsMiner ended with the words: “bring your wife, sister or lady friend.”
In fact, some farmers had considered responding to advertisements
placed in Outside newspapers by women interested in matrimony. The
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An Elusive Pursuit
advertisements were frightening. Many of the women requested large sums
of money, an item few farmers had. That route was a dead end.
Not long before this looming and awesome push toward matrimony,
the farm community had witnessed the troubled end of a custom hay cutter’s
marriage. Well known and hard working, the desperate and sensible man
placed a notice in the News-Miner: “My wife having left my bed and board,
I will not be responsible for debts contracted by her or pay any of her bills.”
One year later, the couple was granted a divorce.
At the May 10, 1919 TVAA meeting, this delicate problem of marriage
was finally discussed as openly and thoroughly as possible for bachelors
being coaxed to matrimony. Together they agreed there was a need for fifty
wives for fifty bachelors. As their courage grew that evening, they decided
they must either advertise for wives or quit the idea once and for all. The
decision to proceed was made. As a group, they could scheme and dream.
An advertisement was placed in the San Francisco Examiner by
William Hiran of the Northern Commercial Company on behalf of the
Tanana Valley farmers. It said: “Want a Hubby? Seen Alaska? Here’s a chance.
Fairbanks farmers send out S.O.S. call for 50 girls for wives.”22 One response
to this overture was printed in the News-Miner. It said: “…fine American old
time stock, farmerette, 48 years, widow, medium looker and weight, good
character and disposition, regular housekeeper, gray eyes, brown gray hair,
born in merry month of May, applies for one of 50 husbands.”23 May 7, 1919,
the News-Miner reported that the life histories of many women had arrived
at the editor’s desk—“several times fifty women”—but not one bachelor
farmer had come forward to claim a bride.
Only one painful story remains of this effort to find wives for the
farmers. A promising widow and her young son did arrive in Fairbanks. The
farmer, one of the younger bachelors, met them as planned and that same
day took the new arrivals on the long, arduous trip to his homestead on
the Farm Road (now Farmers Loop). The visitors stayed the night, but the
next morning the promising widow had the hopeful farmer take them back
to Fairbanks. There, she and her son boarded the same transport that had
brought them to the Interior the previous day and started the long return trip
Outside.
The entire effort of finding wives seems to have been an awkward and
embarrassing washout and was not talked about again—especially rarely in
print by the editor of the newspaper.
The idea of marriage and families that Thompson had for the TVAA
farm men was unique to this group. Efforts were not made to find wives
for the local miners, teamsters, and loggers. As for the businessmen of
Fairbanks, they were thriving with or without wives. Not a boom-or-bust
occupation, farming needs committed families in a settled community
for agriculture to be sustained and productive. It was a delicate proposal
Thompson set before them, but certainly a card worth playing in the gamble
to establish agriculture in the Tanana Valley.
Few women would have chosen to live in many of these remote farm
sites. Cabins were small, usually one room that was more a shelter than a
home. Some were described as neat and clean, and of course others were
not neat and clean. How the cabin smelled was often mentioned by a visitor.
Many were not clean smelling, as animals might share the warmth of the
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Postcard showing summer
flowers in Fairbanks.
—Courtesy of Candy
Waugaman

cabin, perhaps a few chickens or the farmer’s milk goat (or goats). Especially
on the hillside homesteads, sufficient water supplies would have been a
challenge for the homemaker. Cold floors of winter when the snow tracked
inside did not melt and bedding or clothing that froze fast to the walls were
realities. Many of the bachelor farmers had been “living rough” for all their
years in the Interior. To change two decades of lifestyle for a woman, yet
unknown, must have been a daunting thought indeed.

Tanana Valley
Agriculture Association

6

Potatoes grown in Fairbanks,
Alaska.

—Cann Studio Photo,
courtesy Candy Waugaman
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he Tanana Valley Agriculture Association was being watched.
A group of curious dealers from California and Pacific Coast
Grain and Feed visited Fairbanks the summer of 1917 for a look
at Interior agriculture. That October, the TVAA sent a display
to Seattle to be exhibited for ten days at the Northwest Land Products
Exposition. The display created so much interest at that location that it
was moved to the Second Avenue window of the Bon Marché.
Various local businesses continued to import farm equipment.
The N.C. Company had sold a record number of breaking plows in 1916
and far more in 1917. E.R. Peoples advertised wing plows and “northern”
potato diggers. Samson Hardware Company provided agricultural
equipment and parts. These suppliers provided estimates for customers
interested in certain pieces of equipment or parts. The experiment station
purchased a new threshing machine with a 21-inch cylinder. Included
in the 1917 order was an 8-horsepower 8-16 Mogul tractor, which ran
on kerosene, gasoline, or a distillate, and in turn ran the thresher. The
thresher had a capacity and horsepower to handle forty to sixty bushels
of oats or fifteen to thirty bushels of wheat an hour. There were four self
binders in the valley in 1917. Potato crates cost the grower twenty-five
cents each, a whole grain sack cost seven cents and a patched grain sack
cost five cents.24
In 1919 the TVAA talked of purchasing a 45-horsepower tractor
for members to use when clearing land. There is no record that a tractor
was acquired. Do-it-yourself clearing land ready for the breaking plow was
heavy, tiring labor. Timber cut and hauled away as cordwood put a few
coins in the trouser pockets, yet roots remained to be pulled loose, moved,
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piled and burned—a long and costly job. Horses were used to drag timber
and stumps off the new field. It would be another forty years before crawlers
or bulldozers would routinely be used to clear land.
A notice in the News-Miner September 22, 1917 surely quickened
the heart when farmers read it. “Farmers Attention—Steamer Jacob due
September 23 will get potatoes contracted from TVAA. The following bring
potatoes—Henry Riddle, Charles Miller, J.W. Wiest, T.H. White, W.P. Borden,
Charles Des Jardin [sic: Desjardins], J.E. Williams, P.J. Rickert and P.A.
Nelson.” The potatoes were subsequently delivered to Fort Gibbon, located
at the confluence of the Tanana and Yukon rivers. For the first time the
association brought money home and into the pockets of the growers. They
earned $100 per ton.
Prices in 1917 were said to be “exceedingly high” according to an Alaska
Engineering Commission publication cited in the News-Miner. Farmers were
getting $80 to $200 per ton for potatoes depending on demand. Hay cost $80
to $150 per ton. The report noted that there was a stable and ready market
for farmers in the Interior, adding that farming in the Tanana Valley was
ahead of other areas in the Territory and that the climate allowed both grain
and vegetables to mature.25
Another competent superintendent followed J.W. Neal at the
Fairbanks Experiment Station. Milton W. Snodgrass, a 1906 graduate of
Kansas Agricultural College, had gone to the Kodiak station, acting as
superintendent of the livestock farm from 1907 through 1917 before being
transferred to Fairbanks.
The Fairbanks station acquired a flouring mill after Snodgrass arrived.
It was capable of grinding 400 pounds of grain an hour. Due to the coarseness
of the grind, Snodgrass was not satisfied with the mill. TVAA began
discussion of acquiring its own flouring mill. The organization entrusted
Superintendent Snodgrass to be their spokesperson. He was given authority
to purchase and make arrangements pertaining to the purchase, shipping,
and installation of a flouring mill. TVAA was taking a big agricultural step
that would benefit the people of the Interior.
As the First World War approached, most of the stampeders-turnedfarmers were too old to serve in the military. Many men left Alaska when the
United States entered the war on February 28, 1917, but few of them were
farmers.
Months before the declaration of war, Fairbanksans were being advised
by the Federal Administration of the Interior about food restrictions.26 For
example, Tuesday was to be a meatless day. One meal each day was to be
meatless as well. Two days were to be porkless and one day a week was to be
wheatless.27 Recipes for oatmeal bread were offered in the newspapers as part
of the nationwide effort to provide food for the war effort.28 Cornmeal recipes
were printed to encourage the saving of wheat by housewives under a Wheat
Conservation Program.29
Spring was late coming in 1918. The second week of May there were
still two feet of snow on the ground. The previous year, potatoes and grain
had been planted by that date. Breakup came fast and the Chena River rose
rapidly. High water cut the bank shouldering the old Anderson greenhouse
on Garden Island in Fairbanks and washed it away.
Mid-June 1918 the farmers were making plans for a flouring mill and
a sugar beet factory. Each TVAA farmer was to plant 100 pounds of wheat
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seed. They were also to plant sugar beets, a crop Wickersham encouraged.30
The Matanuska and Susitna Valley farmers had also planted grain as well as
potatoes, although the year before potatoes had been their only crop.
Grain in general, and wheat in particular, had the attention of TVAA
members. A flouring mill in Fairbanks was pertinent and progressive.
Magnus Nelson grew grain on his forty acres of homesteaded land on the
Fox Road. He bought a small mill to make his own flour from the wheat he
grew—the first in the Interior. TVAA member James Wiest bought a small
twelve-horsepower motor mill which arrived on one of the last boats before
freeze-up. Wiest set it up in H.C. Davis’ sash and door factory on Garden
Island. That November, William Borden’s wheat was the first grain to be
ground in the mill. The mill at the experiment station was larger than James
Weist’s mill. The station’s mill, which Superintendent Snodgrass found too
coarse, ground graham or whole grain flour. The average yield of wheat at
the station was 18 bushels to the acre and it sold for $1.20 per bushel. The
local market was said to have sold 186 tons of soft white flour in 1918. The
end of summer brought the realization to TVAA members that there had
been two successful seasons, 1917 and 1918. It had been profitable. The
Alaska Engineering Commission alone had paid TVAA $8,000 for vegetables
delivered to them.
The Sitka Agriculture Station announced in January 1919 that farmers
would no longer get free seed. Each farmer must order his own seed from
Outside.
News-Miner editor Thompson continued to write of the need for local
businesses to support farming, arguing that the 1918 import of $700,000 of
food from Outside could have instead been raised in the Tanana Valley. The
farmers agreed that they could grow the amount imported, but they were
in a bind for cleared land and the money necessary to clear the land. These
unresolved problems would continue to haunt the aging farmers.
As an act of appreciation to the businessmen who had faithfully and
strongly supported the TVAA, a January dinner was planned for them.
Everything on the menu would be Alaska grown except the sugar and cigars.
Serious discussion followed the dinner. The Farmers Bank had closed in
the fall of 1919. Judge Bunnell talked about the Farmers Loan Bank. W.F.
Thompson hashed over the merits of a dehydrating plant—an idea he
promoted. He offered to write letters in order to find a structure suitable
to house both a flouring mill and a dehydrating plant. The dehydrating
plant was an interesting and novel idea in 1919. All the locally grown
vegetables could be processed; there would be no loss for the producer due
to overproduction or a poor market. Dried vegetables could be available
through the winter locally or along the many trails of woodcutters, trappers,
roadhouse operators, or snowbound cabin dwellers.
Through the years Thompson’s input was one of TVAA’s best assets. He
gave the farmers courage to dream of what could be. His hope of families on
the homestead, the idea of a sugar beet factory, flouring mill, or dehydrating
plant all came from his clear objective—a thriving agricultural industry in the
Tanana Valley.
The first president of the Tanana Valley Agriculture Association, P.J.
Rickert, was another dynamic and tenacious man, as well as an excellent
grower. Leaving his wife Stacia to run the farm, Rickert spent the winter of
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1917–1918 Outside. Before leaving he gave the newspaper an outline of four
goals, the accomplishment of which would benefit the TVAA. Farm loans for
Alaska farmers were of utmost importance. Rickert saw so much potential;
he knew the men wished to make the effort, but they had few financial
resources with which to accomplish their plans. The purchase of modern
farm equipment for TVAA was on his list, as was finding better seed suitable
for the northern climate. Last, he wanted information and assistance on
growing crops. When he returned, he said the one thing he did find was the
“talk of war everywhere Outside.”
After Rickert returned to Fairbanks, he became a very vocal and strong
force for the College of Agriculture and Mining. He spent a year as a delegate
to the legislature working toward a land-grant college. A September 4, 1922
News-Miner article mentions Rickert as a member of the board of regents of
Alaska Agricultural College.
In March 1920, editor Thompson gave himself a rare but well-deserved
pat on the back when he reported that the News-Miner was responsible for
TVAA and the initial meeting of farmers and businessmen on April 27, 1917.
The “farmer of this camp is a heavy gambler,” he wrote. “Citizens of Fairbanks
need the same confidence in Agriculture that the farmers have.” Thompson
reportedly did invest financially in the TVAA flouring mill.
The demand for seed was tremendous the spring of 1920. Superintendent Snodgrass reported that all the grain raised in 1919 could be used for
seed in 1920, such was the demand for wheat seed.
Fairbanksan Bobby Sheldon went into the equipment business,
becoming the agent for Cleveland Tractors. His first tractor was sold to
William Borden, a homesteader north of College.
It was a good summer for hay. Wagonloads of hay were brought to
town to be weighed on the N.C. Company scales; from there they then
went into the TVAA warehouse for storage. Some farmers drove their loads
out to mining claims where they easily sold the hay. The association was
disappointed when farmers from the Hot Springs made better offers on the
sale price of some produce going to the Alaska Engineering Commission and
to Fort Gibbon. The year ended with sixty farmers attending their membersonly meeting; the TVAA stated up front that there was “no room for back
yard farmers” at the gathering. The TVAA estimate of grain harvested in
1920 was 3,000 bushels. The Engineering Commission had bought cabbage,
potatoes, and other vegetables. One hundred tons of potatoes had been sent
to Nenana on the railroad from the Garden Island warehouse.
Another effort was made the summer of 1919 to encourage family
farms in Alaska. A series of three articles written by the Commercial Club
and published by the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner was titled “500 Farmers
Wanted.” The theme was clear: farmers with wives, children, and relatives
were needed in Alaska. Government statistics concerning climate and soils
were used to explain that agriculture could be profitable in Alaska. Professor
Georgeson made a similar plea during a speech in Skagway. He also observed
that freight rates should be less so that men with families could afford to
move north.
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The Flouring Mill

he long process of acquiring a flouring mill large enough
to serve TVAA began in 1919. Superintendent Snodgrass
had been given the authority to purchase a mill. He looked
first at Anglo American Mill of Kentucky, going next to
Midget-Marvel Mill. Liking what he saw, Snodgrass made a $2,000
down payment, only to learn the company could not meet his deadline.
After his money was refunded, he talked to Twentieth Century Mill
and learned that three of Midget-Marvel’s best salesmen had moved
to Twentieth Century. This greatly increased his interest, for he saved
TVAA $2,085 on the cost, which was now $13,000. The mill was
manufactured at Decatur, Illinois. Built of cast iron, it weighed 6,500
pounds. It would be powered with a steam boiler. The daily capacity
was listed at twenty-five barrels. The mill was sold by G. Lansing Hurd
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of Northwest Trading Company, and began its journey to Fairbanks July 11,
1920.
TVAA began to sell stock in the mill to farmers and businessmen. The
subscription money was used to buy and erect the mill. By mid-September
TVAA had sold $11,000 in stock. The flouring mill was shipped from Seattle
August 14, 1920 on the steamers Ketchikan and Victoria, arriving a month
later in St. Michael.31 By then the rivers, Alaska’s summer roads, were frozen
for the winter. The mill would wait at the mouth of the Yukon River until
after breakup in 1921.
The association bought the old Peoples Warehouse along the railroad
on Garden Island (a two-and-a-half-storey, red sheet-metal building) to
house the flouring mill. As needed, units could be added to it. The building
stood near the site of the present Fairbanks Daily News-Miner building.
In August 1920, TVAA began sorting potatoes into three grades. The
name of the grower and a guarantee slip were put into each sorted sack. The
year ended with the organization celebrating the holiday season together.
Harry Buzby organized the third annual Christmas banquet, a chicken
dinner.
Sizable vegetable contracts for the 1921 season were formalized
with the Alaska Engineering Commission for potatoes and cabbage, all
vegetables in fact, except carrots. That contract went to TVAA’s competition
for produce contracts—a number of growers at the Hot Springs who had
substantial tracts of land in production. Bedding plants were sent to the
mining areas in the spring. In early June a shipment of 1,000 cabbage plants
was sent to Brooks, a mining community some eighty miles northeast of
Fairbanks, now known as Livengood.
In total, around 2,016 tons of crops were raised that year. A November
25, 1921, Fairbanks Daily News-Miner article read:
A farm crop valuation of $192,000 for the year 1921, the estimate
just announced by the Tanana Valley Agricultural Association, and a
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market with a demand the present supply cannot meet, is the present
status of the agricultural industry of the Tanana Valley summed up.
There were 1,920 acres under cultivation in 1921…
TVAA began the work of installing the flouring mill the summer of
1921. The building had a big basement and the power plant, a 40-horsepower
Scotch Marine boiler with a 25-horsepower engine, was installed there. Claus
Johnson, Charles Sicotti, George Dana, Jim McGrath, and Harry Badger were
the primary installers, with others helping when able. A Mr. F.C. Irons from
Minneapolis was on hand to get the operation under way.
The best wheat milled was said to be small, hard kernels of Russian
H.G. Another, Red Boy, was described as “o.k., too.” It was considered to be
an exceptionally large and plump kernel wheat.
December 16, 1921 the News-Miner reported: “The flouring mill
is working full time, and is having a struggle to meet the demand for its
product. The locally produced flour is meeting with instant approval in all
of the homes where it has been given a trial and the bakeries are having little
trouble introducing the bread made from it.”
Paul J. Rickert continued as president of TVAA. He announced that the
Flouring Mill Corporation was developing a plan to market the locally grown
wheat flour. The name considered in 1922 was Golden North Flour; however,
in 1923 it was called Midnight Sun Brand. Local flour was to sell for the
same price as flour shipped to Fairbanks from Outside. “To have bread from
this flour on every table in the Interior”32 was the TVAA goal. Mayor Roy
Ferguson suggested to some of the townswomen that they arrange a display
of products made with the homegrown flour.
The mill was closed for several weeks in April 1922 because there were
no more flour sacks available. The sacks were of several sizes and lettered
with the name as well as the type of flour. There were three different varieties
of flour ground—whole wheat, graham, and white. The steam boilers were up
and ready as soon as sacks arrived. F.C. Irons and Louis Joy were the millers
that spring.
As the flouring mill was operating satisfactorily, TVAA made plans to
promote their product further. A contest was planned33 to find out who in
Fairbanks made the best loaf of bread using Tanana Valley flour, which they
declared was “equal to the best flour in the world.”34 As part of the contest,
and to promote coal now coming to Fairbanks from Healy, the bread was
to be baked in an oven heated with Healy coal. Headlines in the newspaper
plugged the contest with “Put In With The Old Home Camp”; “Our Farmers
Have Raised Wheat”; “Our Mill Has Made Flour”; “Our Miners Have
Produced Coal.”35
The rules were simple: No commercial bakers could enter; each
contestant must purchase a fifty-pound sack of local flour costing $4 and
a sack of Healy coal for 75¢. Prizes were three tons, two tons, or one ton
of coal. The judge would be from the college, and use a National Bakers
Association scorecard. There were two categories of bread, whole wheat and
graham, which could be made with forty to sixty percent white flour. The
judging would take place just before the March 3, 1923 Farmers Ball. The
judged bread would then be sliced and used for sandwiches for the dance.
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The name of the baker and the recipe would be placed next to each sandwich
platter.
The contest became a challenge to the women of Fairbanks, for they
took the mill temporarily “out” when they bought 436 sacks of flour. One
woman alone bought 116 sacks. The TVAA made a tidy $1,750 on 21,800
pounds of flour. Sixty-two entries were judged that evening—envision the
groaning tables laden with platters of sandwiches.
The Farmer’s Ball was a huge success. Admission for a couple was
$1.50 and an extra lady was only 50¢. The dance started at 10:00 pm and the
memorable shindig lasted until it was time to start home to do the milking.
Setting the mood was the seven-piece band of M.P. (Toby) Fleschmann and
his Imperial Broadway Orchestra. Paul Rickert called the dance. Special
entertainment was “the famous Fish Wheel Orchestra of the Lower Yukon.”36
New directors for TVAA and the flouring mill board for 1923 were
James McGrath, Charles Desjardins, R.T. Kubon, P.J. Rickert (again named
president), R.W. Ferguson, James Barrack, and Charles L. Thompson.
Stepping down from the board were M.D. Snodgrass and James McIntyre.37
A May 1923 report by the Farming and Farm Products Committee
of the Commercial Club listed grain seed arriving for the farmers. Gurney
Seed and Nursery Company of South Dakota had shipped 118,556 pounds of
grain. From Lily Seed Company, fertilizer and grain totaling 23,250 pounds
was on order.
The summer started out dry and June turned out to be the same,
resulting in an irksome rash of fires in the Birch Hill District.
A Farm Circus was held in October at the Odd Fellows Hall, putting
a little brass in the pockets of prize winners. F. Betschard won $15 each for
wheat and barley entries, McIntyre won $10 each for both, and Berry $5
each. P.J. Rickert won $10 for his oat entry, Betschard $6, and McIntyre $4.
For the potato entries, J. McGrath earned $15, Pete Holtman $10, and Tony
Radak $5. Carrot winnings were $8 to F. Betschard, $5 to R. Shafer, and $2 to
T. Radak. Tony Radak took it all for the turnips: $8.
The wheat grown for flour was graded at #1 hard, the highest grading
point. This grade has gluten of a quality required for successful bread making.
Whole wheat, graham, and white flour were milled. The local stores
and bakeries were the only suppliers of the local flour by the end of the 1923
season; not one sack was available at the mill.
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Second Decade

he number of homesteads continued to increase in the Tanana
Valley. The list-keepers at the U.S. Land Office reported
ninety-eight homesteads on surveyed land and seventy-five
homesteads not surveyed. Cultivated land on the homestead
ranged from a half-acre to more than forty acres.
The Tanana Valley Agriculture Association was growing into the
farmers group its founders had envisioned. There was a growing farm
community, a market for farm products, and more women and children
on the homesteads. Meetings continued to be held once a month.
Occasionally the Flouring Mill Corporation business was part of the
monthly meeting, such as when payment was made to the farmers who
supplied wheat to the mill.
From the onset there was time for fun at the monthly meetings. An
annual summer picnic, often held at the experiment station, a Harvest
Dance in October, and a winter celebration and dinner near Christmas
were a few of the traditions established.
The October 1925 Harvest Dance was held at the college
gymnasium. The town folks were invited to join the party and fill their
larders by winning door prizes. Some of the donations were: 100 lbs
of potatoes (James McGrath); 50 lbs of potatoes (Dick May); 50 lbs of
potatoes (Harry Badger); 50 lbs of cabbage (Frank Betschard); 50 lbs of
native flour (Charles Desjardine); 50 lbs of rutabagas (Mel Sabin); 25 lbs
of parsnips (P.G. Pearl); 50 lbs of carrots (J.M. Pearl); 50 lbs of carrots
(James D Weist); 50 lbs of cabbage (Alphonse Zehender); 50 lbs of
cabbage (Fairbanks Garden); 50 lbs of yellow turnips (Charles Slater); 1
can chow-chow & 2 glasses of jelly (Mrs. Grant Courtney); 1 chicken (W.
Wheeler); 50 lbs of rutabagas & one dozen celery (G.W. Gasser); $2.50
milk check (Charles Hinckley); 1 qt tomato pickles & 1 qt chow-chow
(McCauley Greenhouse).
The 1929 Harvest Ball was fully promoted by the News-Miner with
words of high regard for the agricultural efforts in the Tanana Valley. The
ball was “a day to rejoice the Golden Harvest” and “just as early pioneers
like the Pilgrim fathers hewed the wilderness and celebrated annual
harvests, so does the Alaska pioneer farmer,” and these farmers were
“helping to blaze trails for advancement of civilization.”38
Much planning by Mrs. Grant Courtney, Mrs. F.L. Higgins, Mrs.
George Dana (all farm women), and the Dance Committee went into the
music, costumes, and food. Hostesses of the party would wear gingham
dresses, sun bonnets or bright ribbons in their hair. Bumpkins and
swains would wear overalls, hickory shirts, and straw hats. The elderly
and prosperous would wear linen dusters and those with whiskers would
have hayseed sprinkled on them.
Guests were to wear rural costumes. Mrs. Higgins, wife of
the experiment station director, planned to give a $2.50 prize to the
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person who dressed as the “Most Representative Farm Wife.” The Moose
Auditorium was decorated for a barn dance with barrels of cider and straws
located “conveniently” around the hall; the crowd would “make merry ’till
the rooster crows.” Admission was $1.50 per couple with Utah rules in effect.
This meant that there was no charge and no limit for extra ladies brought to
the ball.
There were the usual donations of sacks and pounds of produce. Mrs.
Higgins decided to give fifty pounds of potatoes to the couple best at the “old
fashioned waltz.” The Harmony Five played that night. Mrs. Wayne Bell, Miss
Florence Roth, W.C. Schotler, Arnold Nordale, and Smokey Mills were the
band.
Sometimes the annual Christmas dinner might be held as a
Thanksgiving gathering. Alaska-grown feasts were served, feasts which
included Fairbanks celery, native cranberry sauce, Fairbanks chicken, Birch
Hill mashed potatoes, Garden Island carrots, and Fairbanks Dairy ice
cream—and of course, a big serving of entertainment to end the evening. The
1931 Christmas Dinner held at the Model Cafe had to be postponed when
many days of heavy snow closed all the roads. (Even the train was held up at
Broad Pass and there was no mail.)
The TVAA had been established for more than a decade; the functions
it was to perform for the farmers and the community were still in place. The
faces of the TVAA members changed with the arrival of new members and
the loss of others. Tanana Valley agricultural products continued to be sent
downriver by boat on the Interior’s summer roads. George Dana, who was
operating the flouring mill in 1928, reported that twenty tons of wheat milled
at Garden Island was going to the missions along the Yukon that August.
Cap Lathrop, in a speech promoting aviation in Fairbanks, observed that
the “Fairbanks mill makes flour from Alaskan wheat. Farms and hothouses
supply green vegetables to Cap’s miners nine months a year with butter, eggs
and milk home grown. Alaska’s not yet self feeding, but it is on its way.”
Buffalo brought to Delta in 1928 were adapting and doing well.
The experiment stations in the Territory were active. Agronomists E.A
Eggersgluces from Sitka and F.L. Higgins discussed the serious weed
problems on Interior farms. Lambsquarter, wild buckwheat, chickweed, wild
mustard, and shepherd’s purse were depleting the soil. Looking beyond the
problem at hand, the visiting agronomist envisioned “fields of waving grain
near the Arctic Circle”39 as more hardy hybrids were developed.
Businessmen continued to be interested and saw promise in the
support of Alaska agriculture. The Alaska Railroad, the Yukon Navigation
Company, the Alaska Steamship Company, Merchants Transportation
Company, and the Pacific Steamship Company jointly established new
commodity rates from Seattle to Fairbanks. The price to ship seed and
fertilizer was 75¢ per 100 pounds. Both had to be in barrels, bags, or boxes.
Seed included alfalfa, grass, dried peas, millet, rape, clover, flax, sugar beet,
timothy, and vetch.Fertilizers included in the rate scale were gypsum, ground
lime rock, crude nitrate of soda, fishmeal, fish guano, muriate of potash, and
sulfate of potash.
Despite the progress, the goal of self-sufficiency continued to be
elusive. The News-Miner report on January 1929 was an echo from the
past: the freight train would be arriving on time with fruit, vegetables, and
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Carroll Phillips, Sr., and
mares Kate and Dolly pose
in front of the experiment
station buildings, late 1930s.
Each mare was said to weigh
2,200 pounds.

—Floyd Hagaman,
Agricultural Experiment
Station Collection,
Accession #1968-0004-02658,
Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks

dairy products, which were in short supply. Leaders Inside and Outside
were actively considering ways to boost the population and to further the
development of agriculture. In 1929, the Seattle Chamber of Commerce
and the Federal Coordinator for the Northwest considered the idea of 3,000
families coming from northern Europe and the northern United States to the
Matanuska and Tanana valleys.
The Alaska Railroad hired Milton W. Snodgrass, previously with the
Fairbanks and Matanuska experiment stations, to head its colonization
department. His recruiting travels Outside in 1929 brought interested
farmers to both the Tanana and the Matanuska valleys to explore agricultural
potential. A few of those farmers who lived along the railroad were opposed
to the plan to bring more farmers and their families. This attitude baffled
Snodgrass.
The Alaska Railroad had just contracted to have the little farm at
Curry operated as a convenience to its customers. This was an overnight
stop where passengers were fed and housed. The farm operator milked three
cows, tended 100 hens, and raised garden truck. Snodgrass felt this operation
should have been attractive to private entrepreneurs and wondered why an
independent farmer would pass up such a business opportunity. Another
business venture he recognized and promoted was the raising of diseasefree seed potatoes in Alaska. A Great Northern Railroad agriculture agent
reinforced his opinion when he told of the precarious seed potato situation in
the northwest due to various diseases.
That same year, Snodgrass, still working for the railroad, visited
Fairbanks and spoke to the TVAA members. He was looking for competent,
successful farmers who wanted to come to Alaska, stay in Alaska, and stand

Second Decade
on their own feet. He told the group there was room for 1,000 farmers in the
Tanana Valley, especially grain farmers. The Matanuska Valley could support
600 to 800 farmers. Snodgrass understood that many farmers had little time
to market their products themselves, nor the experience and knowledge to
do so effectively, and he promised to help find professionals to aid them. The
Alaska Railroad would contribute directly to the effort by adjusting freight
rates to aid the farmers.
Except for potatoes, the Alaska farmer in 1929 was producing only
one-tenth of the local food demand. To Snodgrass, this meant that too much
money was leaving Alaska, money that should have been staying in the hands
of the farmer. Snodgrass read the list of agricultural imports arriving at
Seward in 1927 and 1928 for the Alaska Railroad:
Imports 1927-1928
1927

1928

potatoes

111

221

cured meat

73

76

fresh meat

314

332

flour

235 tons

288 tons

hay

288 tons

183 tons

grain

111 tons

386 tons

fresh vegetables

3 tons

——

canned vegetables

53 tons

74 tons

poultry, live

48 tons

34 tons

poultry, dressed

2.5 tons

1.3 tons

cows

1 head

1 head

horses

5 head

21 head

goats

——

1 head

hogs

2 head

10 head

Agricultural statistics released in 1929 listed the number of farms in
the Territory as 500, taking in 525,942 acres, 8,825 of which were improved
and the remaining either wooded or unimproved land.
There indeed was room for more farmers. Experienced farmers
began to arrive in May 1930, primarily to locate in the Matanuska Valley.
Alaska’s Commissioner for the Department of Agriculture, Charles H.
Florey, cautioned that only farmers who were “capable” and “adequately
financed” should make the move north.40 Dr. H.W. Albert, chief of the Alaska
experiment stations, voiced concern that farmers were not getting the
assistance needed to market their products locally.
The Tanana Valley Agriculture Association membership continued
to meet monthly. F.L. Higgins of the experiment station had been elected
president and he did an excellent job of educating the members. Frequently,
the meetings were held at the college on a Saturday. The members traveled
to these meetings via the Brill car, a trolley-like one-car unit that shuttled
between downtown and the college, or by bus. Higgins arranged for films or
slides to be shown. A few of the subjects examined were: judging beef cattle;
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value of a pure milk supply; hidden foes in seed potatoes; soil and fertilizer
for potatoes. When Lola M. Cremeans, professor of home economics,
addressed the group, her subject was “the Potato in the Diet.”
Emphasis on the potato occupied a lot of the monthly meetings. The
TVAA “Potato Kings” had a goal: “to grow a 100% perfect potato in the near
future.”41 Conferences on potatoes became an established event with the
organization.
Not only instructional, the meetings were fun as well. Members took
turns serving refreshments. Ice cream from Creamers Dairy was a surefire
draw. Once in a while lunch would be served. Sisters Mrs. V.F. Jacob and Mrs.
George Gasser served sandwiches or hot dogs, cake and coffee. The 1931
annual August picnic was held at the college in spite of rain. Harry Badger’s
strawberries and Mrs. Ross Sheely’s shortcake with all the trimmings satisfied
the gathered, as did President Bunnell’s joining the crowd and passing out
cigars to the farmers.
Fire Warden Bill Thompson joined a TVAA gathering in 1931 to
discuss with the farmers a growing concern. Fires, especially early season
fires in May and June, had been an ongoing problem ever since Fairbanks
had been settled and land cleared adjacent to the town. It was common
practice while clearing land to pile the stumps together and burn them. The
dry grasses of spring were easily ignited by wind and the carelessness of those
clearing the land. The News-Miner noted an especially early season fire May
1928. Fires on Birch Hill were fanned by strong winds that directed the fire
and smoke toward town. Another fire in July even closer to town further
alarmed the citizens. There was a fire behind the ballpark, another burned in
Graehl, and a third burned near Steele Creek. Fortunately, early August rains
ended the dry conditions and the fires. The rain came as a thunderstorm with
hail and a sudden drop in temperature. In Wiseman, in the Brooks Range, the
temperature reportedly dropped to 38°F.
The fire warden appealed to the farmers and homesteaders to let him
help them when they were ready to burn grass and brush during the dry
season. He was prepared to work with them to prevent these seasonal fires if
they would work with him.
On May 1, 1931 the Fairbanks Experiment Station buildings and
equipment were formally transferred from the federal government to the
college. Drs. F.L. Higgins and H.W. Albert passed the baton to George W.
Gasser, professor of agriculture for the college. Dr. and Mrs. Higgins moved
to the Matanuska Experiment Station, where he became superintendent.
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Roads

Farmers Loop Road: a 1942
winter scene just north of
Ballaine Lake. Ballaine’s farm
buildings are on the right.

—Gordon Picotte
Photograph Collection,
Accession #1986-0189-00003,
Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks
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etting from the homesteads into Fairbanks could often be a
formidable task in the early years. The wagon trails, which
could at times be good, could also be horrendous—bumpy,
rutty, muddy, or dusty. There was little upkeep on the
trails except what a desperate traveler might do if confronted with an
impassable stretch. Branches and logs thrown into the hole might save
the day. Trails such as the Farm Road wound along the margin of what
laymen called “the good ground.” This was free of permafrost and could
be cleared of its covering of white spruce and birch trees for cultivation.
Poor ground, in contrast, was underlain by permanently frozen soil and
could be easily recognized by its ground cover vegetation and stuntedlooking black spruce trees. Permafrost areas became boggy in summer,
often dotted with small seasonal lakes, and were unsuitable for farming or
roadbuilding. Farmers looked for the easiest route when traveling by foot
or with horse-drawn wagons.
There was no winter maintenance on most trails to the farms:
roads filled with snow that might close them from early winter until after
breakup. In the late 1950s, Farmers Loop, long since upgraded from trail
to a two-lane road, was not cleared of the winter’s accumulation of snow
until mid-March.
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Grenac Road in the 1940s, on
the southern quarter section
of Grenac’s homestead. A
house now stands on this spot,
to the east of modern-day
Grenac Road.
—Stewart West, courtesy
Gerald M. West

Grenac Road in the 1940s,
built by the Alaska Road
Commission.

—Stewart West, courtesy
Gerald M. West

Three Fairbanks men traveled to Circle Hot Springs the winter of
1922, planning to spend a month-long vacation. On their return, they sang
the praises of the Hot Springs, but reported the trail was “none too good.”
Deep snow and drifts caused travel time to take up twelve of their thirty-day
vacation.42
The farmer who chose to live on his homestead through the winter had
to be self reliant, a good planner and provider for his own needs as well as for
his livestock. It was a long hike to Fairbanks on snowshoes, and not an easy
run by horse and sleigh. The very few farmers who lived along the Tanana
Valley Railroad or the Alaska Railroad could travel year round to town by
train. Those living along the river could hitch a summer ride to town, if lucky,
on a passing power scow.
Although most of the farmers were bachelors, few were reclusive.
They enjoyed the companionship of others. Many belonged to fraternal
organizations such as the Elks, Eagles, Masons, or Pioneers of Alaska. During
the summer, dances and parties did not begin until ten at night, giving men
time to get to town from their farms and the mining creeks.
A large number of the farmers rented, shared, or owned a cabin in or
near town. Graehl and Garden Island were popular areas for cabins. This
was home in winter, a place to stay for short periods in the summer when
bringing a crop to town to sell, and a place to hang one’s hat when buying
supplies and equipment. As weather permitted in the winter, the farmerturned-woodcutter had a home base from which to sell his cordwood.
Construction of the Steese Expressway in the late 1970s required that
some of these small cabins be moved. Scattered in the hills along Farmers
Loop, a few of these cabins remain, still used, but now by college students
grateful for inexpensive housing close to the university.
Before her death in 1991, Mrs. Edna Lawson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William Kramer, related to the authors her insights about traveling the Farm
Road. Her parents were both early arrivals to Fairbanks and were married in
1906 in the Presbyterian Church. This little church is now located at Pioneer
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Three miles on Farmers Loop
in the Grenac Road area.
This picture shows Farmers
Loop Road in the 1940s, much
upgraded from the early 1920s
when Edna Lawson and her
family made their annual
trek.
—Collection of
Bert Stimple

Park. Mrs. Lawson happily recalled annual summer weeks when the entire
family moved to the White homestead off the Farm Road. At berry-picking
time, the family wagon would be packed with all that was needed for a tenday excursion. This included the canning equipment and the sugar necessary
for making jam and jelly. The horse was hitched to the wagon for the long
day’s travel to the homestead.
The route could begin from either end of the Farm Road, depending on
their whim. It was equally difficult either way. The family could travel out of
town on the Ester Road, now College Road, to the Farm Road. They would
then pass the Ballaine and Borden farms, turn east and continue past the
Holtman brothers’ farm. An area between the Holtmans’ and Claus Johnson’s
farm was usually troublesome. Lawson recalled places along the way that had
a corduroy surface of logs—logs cut to length and laid side by side across the
road to bridge perpetually muddy sections.
Coming from the other end of the Farm Road was not any easier. If the
family got stuck in the mud along the way, a farmer would eventually come to
the rescue and help them through the difficult spots. Travel became easier as
they turned north toward the hills, climbing away from the wet permafrost
areas toward the Grenac homestead. Occasionally the trip took longer than
just the one day. When that happened, the family would stay overnight
in someone’s cabin along the road. The family cat always made the trip as
well, tied securely in a gunnysack. During one of those overnights, Lawson
recalled, the disgruntled cat made such a fuss while the family was trying to
sleep that her father put it outdoors. In the morning neither Lawson nor her
sister could find the animal. Eventually the cat was discovered far from the
cabin but still secure in its gunnysack.
Memories of the lovely little lakes the family passed and of the friendly
farmers who came to the roadside to visit, whether the horse and wagon
were stuck in the mud or not, were lasting ones for Edna Lawson. She
would always know the journey was near its end when they saw the wave of
welcome from the Grenac farm.

48

Like a Tree to the Soil

Building a road across the
Fairbanks Experiment Farm.
The scraper is being drawn
by an early 60-horsepower
tractor.

—Agricultural Experiment
Station Photo Collection,
Accession #1968-0004-01652,
Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks

The Kramer family enjoyed the open country, but they made the trip to
pick berries, make jam, and return home with plenty of the family favorites.
Highbush cranberries grew well in that area and the family usually picked a
lot for cranberry jelly. Raspberries were the family favorite and many quarts
were needed if they were to have enough to last until the following season. If
too few were found, Mr. Kramer would, after the return to Fairbanks, make a
trip to see his friend Mr. Eldridge Bennett. Bennett lived off the present-day
Chena Hot Springs Road and raspberries abounded in that area as well.
Mr. Kramer kept chickens in the back yard of the family’s First Avenue
home. For use during the darker months of the year, he devised a timer that
turned on an electric light at 4:00 am each morning in the chicken house.
This was the cue for the chickens to get busy laying eggs so that when Mr.
Kramer went to the chicken house before breakfast he could be reasonably
sure of returning with fresh eggs for the morning meal.
As a teenager, Lawson earned spending money each summer by
working for Paul J. Rickert. Rickert hired many young Fairbanksans to weed
for him at his Fairbanks Garden business.
Edna Lawson’s husband Clyde came to Fairbanks in 1927 and found a
job with the agricultural experiment station. He said he was the first person
to plow the field south of the railroad track for the station.

A Last Word

Shocks of oats at the
Fairbanks Experiment Farm.

—Cann Photo,
Agricultural Experiment
Station Collection,
Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks
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I

t is said the people of Europe have deep roots, that the people and
the land on which they live are inseparable. Yet the years of gold
discovery in the Klondike and in Alaska was a curious time, for
men and women were drawn north, leaving Europe, leaving eastern
Canada and the United States, forsaking their roots, homes, and families
for the promise of easy riches.
Many of the early Tanana Valley farmers came north first as
stampeders. However, with time and changing circumstances, they
became an economic asset to the community, selecting and working good
agricultural land and supplying the ever-increasing need for food.
As a whole, they were an independent group, making few demands
on others but demanding much of themselves as they lived and died.
The Tanana Valley Agriculture Association was a successful collective
action the farmers took to control the marketing of their products for the
benefit of them all, to pay their bills, and to acquire ownership of the land
they worked. The dream of food self-sufficiency for the community—an
independent idea in and of itself—was never totally realized,43 although for
a few years Interior farmers came close.44
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It was a grand mix of people who opened the land on which
Fairbanksans live and now call home. Their motives for coming to Alaska,
their reasons for staying, and their philosophy of life have all been treated
quite comprehensively in the literature, yet it seems appropriate to direct one
more look at the men and women who chose farming and gardening as a way
of life.
One of the farmers treated in this book, G.G. Berg, once described his
love for Alaska as “like a tree to the soil.” His sentiments inspired coauthor Jo
Papp to write the following lines:
The perfume of new soil opened to the plow.
The joy of finding strong seedlings breaking through the soil row after row.
The long nourishing days of summer that bring delight to aging bodies with
souls that are ever young.
The sharp aroma of highbush cranberries and old mushrooms on a fall
morning.
The smell of a barn filled with hay for winter use.
The satisfaction of hard work well done when the harvest is in the barns
and bins.
The low winter sun that paints the snow and hills and sky with pastel
elegance.
The spruce and birch covered with fluffy snow that gently falls as the
chickadees disturb it.
The camaraderie of neighbor and friend as each began a new life
unquestioned by the other.
The brotherhood of men that put few demands on one another.
All nourished from the same land, blessed by the same rains and snows and
warm sun, facing the same deep cold of winter, like a tree to the soil.

part II
The Agriculturalists

An Alaska farm.

—Manger photo, courtesy
Candy Waugaman

Tanana Valley Farmers

Plowing in the Tanana
Valley, October 24, 1911. The
inscription on the back of the
postcard reads, “Who says
they can’t farm in Alaska?
This field was sown in oats to
be used as oat hay.”
—Collection of Candy
Waugaman
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Adelman, John Michael

Died: July 21, 1927 (age 63); buried at Clay Street Cemetery,
General Tier 2
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

John Adelman came to the Fairbanks district in the early 1900s.
He took up land in the Graehl area, built a cabin, and moved on the
property before it was open for entry. Adelman applied for his homestead
consisting of 321.57 acres on June 16, 1914 and received his patent on
April 2, 1923. This is now the present site of Hamilton Acres Subdivision.
He is remembered for his prizewinning Alaska wheat, which was exhibited
at the northwest land fair in St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1911. For this he
received a silver cup, now on display at the University of Alaska Museum
of the North. Adelman had been in poor health for about a year before he
passed away in 1927. Mrs. John Hamilton purchased the farm of the late
John Adelman for $400 at an auction conducted by H.H. Ross.
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Dave Atwell, second from right, Carroll Phillips, Sr., far left; the other men are part of the potato
harvest crew, coming from Ladd Field in 1950.
—Collection of Carroll Phillips, Jr.

Anderson, Olaf John

Born: 1859
Died: August 3, 1931 (age 72)

Olaf Anderson was born in Sweden in 1859. He
crossed the Atlantic at age nineteen, living at first
in the United States and then moving to Canada.
When gold was discovered at Dawson, he came
north, and then, as so many others did, moved on
to Fairbanks in the early days of the camp. He was
both a miner and a farmer. His homestead entry was
made on April 14, 1916. In that same year Anderson
was seriously hurt. He was driving a load of hay
when it tipped and threw him on a stump, causing
severe internal injuries. Years later, when Anderson
became ill, his sister took care of him at her home
on Garden Island until his death.

Arend, Fred

Fred Arend, a local farmer and partner of
L. Beck, operated West Fairbanks Greenhouse
on Second Avenue in 1928.

Arend, Harry O.

Harry Arend, assistant to the U.S. District
Attorney during the 1940s and 1950s, filed on a
thirty-five-acre homestead a mile west of the city
limits on the north side of the Chena River on
March 6, 1942. As far as is known, Harry Arend was
not related to Fred Arend.

Atwell, David
Born: 1873

Dave Atwell first came to Alaska in 1897,
spending some time in Juneau. It is unclear how
he spent the years between 1897 and 1903, though
there is some evidence that he spent time in Juneau
and later Dawson City. In 1904 he took a boat to
Circle City and that same year walked the CircleFairbanks trail. He took up a homestead in the
Farmers Loop area near George Dornath’s farm and
the Grubstake Feed Co. On the evening of November
17, 1939, a fire broke out at the Atwell homestead.
Dave was not in the house at the time; he was away
hauling hay and did not know of the blaze until it
had burned itself out. When Atwell had his seventyfourth birthday (May 3, 1946) he decided to make

Tanana Valley Farmers
a special trip in to town to celebrate—his particular
idea of a celebration was to eat a good meal. At
some point, he entered St. Joseph’s Hospital and was
treated for frostbite. In 1950, Atwell moved into the
Graehl area. He belonged to the Pioneers of Alaska.

Badger, Harry Markley

Born: November 19, 1869
Died: October 14, 1965 (age 96); buried at
Alaska Pioneer Cemetery, Sitka

Harry Badger was born just two years after the
United States purchased Alaska from Russia, on
November 19, 1869, in Wyoming, Montana (then
named Sunrise), near the spot where General A.
Custer and his 276 soldiers were killed in 1876. He
remembered the Indian massacre because at the
time many of the women and children in the area
moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, until the uprising
cooled off. He was raised on a farm and attended
public school until his sixteenth birthday. For the
following three years he worked in the pine woods
of his native state, farming and clerking in a store.
Badger went to California in 1889 and to
Washington the following year. There, he purchased
a tract of land in the fertile Skagit Valley and planted
an orchard. He remained there for ten years. In 1900,
the call of the North took him to Skagway and over
the White Pass to Dawson in the Yukon Territory. It
took him forty days to make the trip from Skagway,
dragging his sled by hand and living in a tent even as
the temperature dropped to 60° below zero.
The next three years were spent mining on
Bonanza Creek. When Jujiro Wada, a Japanese
adventurerer, prospector, and then-cook 45 in the
employ of E.T. Barnette, brought the news of a rich
gold strike in the Tanana Valley, Badger hit the
trail again. He reached what is now Fairbanks in
March of 1903. At that time, the place was mostly
wilderness interrupted by a few log shacks. When
he arrived, Badger was disappointed to hear the
latest rumors circulating in the growing camp—
namely that the strike had been a fake. Some of the
stampeders organized a meeting—the first miner’s
meeting ever held in the Tanana Valley—and Badger
was selected to preside over the gathering. Serious
plans were considered to punish Wada for having
spread false rumors and thereby exacerbating
the hardships endured by the miners. However,
an agreement was reached with storeowner E.T.
Barnette that allowed the stampeders to purchase

much-needed supplies at greatly reduce prices until
serious prospecting could yield real results.
Soon after arriving in Fairbanks, Badger
walked to Cleary Creek, twenty-six miles north of
the settlement. He asked a miner there if he had
found any gold and was told that it was none of his
business—which, of course, told Badger that the
possibilities of a person finding rich ground must be
pretty good.
By 1904 gold was discovered in paying quantities
on several creeks in the area. Seeing an opportunity,
Badger opened up the first real estate office in the
Tanana Valley. That same year he was elected town
recorder for Fairbanks, and found himself parceling
out lots for $2.50 each.
In 1916 Badger began homesteading on what is
now Badger Road, eleven miles from Fairbanks. His
buildings were located on the banks of Pile Driver
Slough. He believed strongly in the agricultural
potential of the Fairbanks district and served for a
time as president of the Tanana Valley Association.
Badger considered soils consisting mostly of clay
silt to be especially favorable to strawberry plants;
in other soils they seemed to be more likely to get
frozen out during the winter. He excelled in growing
strawberries and three or more distinct types of fruit
bear the name Badger Berry. Badger was known as
the Strawberry King of Alaska and his farm became
known as the Farthest North Strawberry Ranch.
The Pioneers of Alaska Igloo #4 had their one
of their annual strawberry feasts on August 4, 1936.
Members from many farms and camps gathered for
the occasion. Badger enthusiastically demonstrated
to the crowd that the finest of all berries and
fruits could be cultivated in the north. There were
Pioneers present who claimed that at one time,
famished on the trail, they would have traded a pan
of gold for a dish of strawberries.
By 1938 Harry Badger planned to step up
production by doubling his acreage from two to four
acres of John Scharle strawberries. That August ten
percent of his crop was ruined by heavy rains that
battered his plants. The previous year he had had
an excellent crop—300 crates, each consisting of
twenty-four boxes.
Besides strawberries, Badger also grew
Potlatch peas, beets, carrots, and turnips. He raised
raspberries for sale as well. Also, a large part of his
farm was devoted to raising brome grass for hay.
On his 160-acre homestead, Badger grew
fully matured wheat twenty-six out of the twenty-
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eight years he farmed. The two failures (1922 and
1933) he attributed to “sun spot” years. Another
observation he made was that one could not expect
warm weather until the sandhill cranes appeared,
and one could start looking for frost soon after
they left. In the spring, ducks on their northward
migration would land on his strawberry fields, and
Badger liked to feed them. One year when the water
in the river was extremely high, he reported that the
ducks would swim into his barn and help themselves
to his grain sacks.
Badger served a term in the Territorial
legislature in 1945. He said there were thousands
of acres of land in the Tanana Valley well suited
to diverse feed farming. With twenty-four hours
of sunlight for almost sixty days of the year and
an average of 90 to 100 frost-free days during the
growing season, interior Alaska had a huge potential
for agricultural production.
Badger continued to live on his homestead until
the 1960s, when he entered the Pioneer Home in
Sitka. When he died in 1965, funeral services were
held in Sitka.

Baily, Elizabeth J.

Baily filed on land along the north side of the
Chena River, downstream from the Chena Pump.
The railroad between Chena and Fairbanks passed
through her land. She received an invitation to the
1917 Farmers’ Day held in Fairbanks.

Balden, Ole

Ole Balden, a section foreman of the Tanana
Valley Railroad, resided at Olnes. He spent two
months visiting the United States in 1923 (during
which time he underwent a minor operation), and in
preparation for the trip, stored his perishable garden
produce from the previous summer in the cellar of
his house. When he returned in January 1924, he
found that although there had been no fire in his
cabin or cellar during his absence, nothing had been
touched by frost.

Ballaine, Hampton E.

Born: 1867
Died: February 4, 1935 (age 68); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery

Hampton Ballaine lived in Seward before
coming to Fairbanks to farm. His two brothers,

John E. and Frank of Seward, were prominent in
real estate and railroad business before the building
of the Alaska Railroad. In Fairbanks he filed on a
homestead May 16, 1914. His farm by Ballaine Lake
adjoined the experiment station. It became one of
the largest farms in the Fairbanks district at that
time. His first-season crop, on eleven acres, yielded
eight tons of hay, three tons of potatoes, two tons of
turnips, and one ton of cabbage. He served on the
executive board of the Tanana Valley Fair in 1932.
On February 4, 1935, Ballaine was found dead of
a heart attack in his farm home. Gordon Picotte, a
Fairbanks high school student, and William Vicker,
a short course student at the college, discovered his
body. His two brothers survived him. The funeral
was held at the Chapel of Hosea H. Ross funeral
home.

Banaletti, Albert

Little information has been found about this
early homesteader. Although Banaletti received an
invitation to Farmers’ Day in 1917, he must have
given up his land shortly thereafter, as he was no
longer listed as a homesteader in 1919. One other
mention of Banaletti was found: Apparently he was
a pallbearer for Ricardo Rappelota, who died in a car
crash in 1917.

Bartlett, Bud and James
Died: 1933 (age 83)

Bud Bartlett lived in a cabin near LaZelle’s farm
at the base of Birch Hill. As this was an area where
a number of farms were concentrated, it is quite
possible that he, too, was farming. In April 1928 he
returned from an overnight absence to find his cabin
and personal belongings destroyed by a fire. James
Bartlett, Bud’s brother, lived in Fairbanks for many
years. James died in 1930.

Bennett, Eldridge Erving

Born: April 12, 1887 in River Falls,
Wisconsin
Died: August 3, 1968 (age 81)

Eldridge Bennett served in the Signal Corps
during World War I. Bennett arrived in Alaska in
1932 via steamship. After coming to Fairbanks,
he took up a homestead in the Steele Creek area
on what is now called Bennett Road. He owned a
tractor and a plow to till the soil and grew mainly
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Top: Ballaine homestead on the Farm Road.

—Gordon Picotte Photograph Collection,
Accession #86-189-04, Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Above: Harvest at the Ballaine farm.

—Manger photo. Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

Left: Hampton Ballaine, 1867–1935.

—Gordon Picotte Photograph Collection,
Accession #86-189-01, Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks
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Hampton Ballaine digging
potatoes, 1933.
—Tanana Valley Fair
Collection

Bennett’s potato field, 1940.

—Accession #1968-0004-00327 Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks
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potatoes, turnips, and currants. Bert Stimple
recalled him visiting the co-op root cellar, enjoying
talking about agriculture. Bennett admitted having
made a mistake in life by not getting married. As
a result, he was very lonely. During the late 1950s
or early 1960s several businessmen from Fairbanks
came out to see Bennett at his farm. They were
actually promoters, interested in buying his place,
with the intentions of calling it North Pole. The deal
never materialized. It is not known when Eldridge
left this area, but he returned to River Falls, where
he died in 1968. He is buried beside his parents and
other family members.

Berg, George Greg (Doc)

Born: March 21, 1849
Died: January 17, 1941 (age 92); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery, Pioneer #1, Tier
13, Row 10

George Greg Berg was born in Wisconsin. He
came north during the Klondike Gold Rush and
arrived in Skagway in 1897. After a short stay there,
he traveled to Dawson City, where he purchased
mining property and became a partner in the Arctic
Cattle Company, which brought beef on the hoof
to the gold town. As a graduate veterinary surgeon,
he set up a practice in Dawson, and in times when
medical doctors were scarce, he sometimes took
human patients. His wife Ira Belle, whom he had left
behind (as many stampeders did) died in Centralia,
Washington. Berg left the country to bring his
family north after her death. He and his son,
Hanson G. Berg, who was twelve years old at the
time, walked the Chilkoot Pass in 1899, then on to
the Fortymile country. After a short stay there they
arrived in Fairbanks in 1906.
On August 10, 1914, Berg applied for his
homestead, consisting of 320 acres located near
Happy Siding, two and a half miles northwest of
the experiment farm. He built a house there with a
blacksmith shop attached, a barn, and a couple of
sheds. He had a four- or five-acre clearing with two
natural ponds nearby. By 1913 he was one of the
ranchers who helped organize the Tanana Valley
Produce Growers Association. He raised hogs,
providing Fairbanks with fresh pork. As another
means of earning a little money, Berg and O.M.
Grant skidded in house logs for early Fairbanks
buildings.

G.G. Berg (“Doc” Berg to most) with his daughter
Mrs. Mable Maher.
—Collection of Richard Berg

Berg had forty-nine claims on Goldstream
Creek, which he mined for many years. He left
Fairbanks on December 18, 1940, and flew to
Juneau, then took a steamship to Seattle. He
was ill only one day before his death in Shelton,
Washington, where he had been staying at the home
of his son Hanson. He was ninety-two years of age.
Before his death, Berg requested that he be buried
on Birch Hill; “his love for Alaska like the trees have
for the soil.”46 Of the eighteen birch trees lining the
driveway of his farm in Fairbanks (probably planted
around 1916 or 1917), only a few remain. Most of
them, too, have succumbed to the years.

Berger, Daniel H.

Born: 1861 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Arrived in Juneau 1897

Former Pennsylvanian Daniel H. Berger was
an established potato grower in the Tanana Valley
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before 1911. A good grower, he won first prize for
three varieties of potatoes judged during the 1912
Third Annual Fair. His varieties became a part of
an exhibit sent to the Portland Fair that September.
Fourteen cases of potatoes were packed; number ten
was filled with Early Eureka, Red Bliss, and Salina
Burbanks from Berger’s field.
Berger’s ability to produce quality potatoes
and his interest in area-wide agriculture motivated
him to join eight other growers and organize the
Tanana Valley Produce Growers Association in
1913. President Woodrow Wilson’s run for a second
term of office in 1917 prompted some Fairbanksans,
including Berger, to make wagers as to the outcome
of the election. Berger had very good luck with his
bets. His monetary gains inspired him to travel to
Washington, D.C., take in the inauguration, and
spend the winter in his home state. On his return
in April, Berger’s observations were printed in the
News-Miner. Watching the West Point cadets at
the inauguration was worth the price of the trip, he
reported. He visited many places but said, “it was
hard to recognize the areas.”47

Berry, Henry Harrison & Ida May Joy
[F000340, F000359]

Note: The bracketed numbers here and in
subsequent material are homestead application
numbers (see Appendix 2).

Henry Harrison Berry
Born: 1874 in Oklahoma
Died: Oct. 22, 1928 (age 54); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day
Ida May Joy Berry
Born: 1867 in Westmoreland, New York
Died: February 29, 1920 (age 58); buried
at Clay Street Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Oklahoma-born Henry Harrison Berry came
to Fairbanks around 1908. That year he owned a
greenhouse above the Independent Lumber Mill.
The following year he settled on property he later
homesteaded, 104 acres on the south side of the
Chena River opposite Bentley Island. He filed
for his land in 1914, and the patent was issued
in 1924. Homesteaders John Horn and Wallace
Wheeler were his witnesses, as were friends August
Bjerremark and Ray Ferguson.

The happy news that Berry had married his
neighbor, Ida May Joy, who had homesteaded 270
acres upriver from him on the same side of the river,
was reported in the January 20, 1917 News-Miner.
This was the second marriage for both of them.
Mrs. Joy had come to Skagway with the rush in 1898
and to Fairbanks with her children in 1914. “As a
wedding takes place, adjacent ranches become one,”
noted the News-Miner.48 The Berrys farmed wheat,
brome grass, and vegetables, all of which took prizes
periodically at the fair. Ida Joy Berry had filed on the
relinquished homestead land of Otto Hoppe shortly
following her arrival to Fairbanks.
Mrs. Berry died in 1920 following elective
surgery for a tumor. Mr. Berry continued farming,
which he supplemented by selling wood. He
advertised sixteen-foot dry fire-killed spruce for sale,
lots of heat and little creosote. After Berry died from
heart problems at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Fairbanks,
his original 104 acres and the improvements were
put up for sale to the highest bidder by courtappointed administrator Harry Badger. Terms were
cash, ten percent deposit at the time the bid was
accepted.
Berry was survived by a daughter from his first
marriage. Before coming to Alaska he had farmed
for two years in Cheney, Washington, worked at
Schwabaker Hardware Co. in Seattle, and owned
a grocery store in Ballard. Mrs. Berry had two
daughters and two sons from her first marriage.
One son, Lou Joy, was a much-respected Fairbanks
citizen who homesteaded land of his own.

Betschart, Frank Dominik

Born: July 18, 1876 in Muotathal,
Switzerland
Died: April 19, 1949 (age 73); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery, Catholic Tier 5
Row 15
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Mr. and Mrs. Betschart came to the United
States with their infant daughter in 1901 from
Switzerland, settling in Sacramento, California.
There, a second daughter was born and Mrs.
Betschart died. Betschart came to Fairbanks in 1905
and stayed, spending most of his years farming.
Before settling into the work he loved and did so
well, he tried his hand at mining. For a time he and
a partner, Joe Suter, hauled wood for the Northern
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Commercial Company. In 1913, Betschart became
a naturalized citizen, a step necessary to acquiring
homestead land. Prior to 1917, he filed for 317 acres
on the north end of the present McGrath Road, and
received his patent in 1919.
At the 1916 fair, Betschart won first prize for
Swiss potatoes. An excellent grower and worthy
opponent at fair time, his collection of ribbons
grew over the years. He won first-prize ribbons in
1920 for chogat wheat, bearded barley, rye, and red
and Alsike clover. These were complemented by
second-place ribbons for Red Bobs wheat, alfalfa,
brome grass, and flax. He also received second place
for his shorthorn cow and a Holstein heifer, vying
with Creamer’s Dairy several years for best animals.
There was a blue ribbon for his butter as well. Each
year the list of first-place ribbons grew—the best
pumpkins, the largest sunflower head, the best
white eggs, the best collection of field crops. In
1947 Betschart’s ability as a grower was rewarded
with the Grand Prize at the 17th fair. His cherries
and plums, nine varieties of wheat, five varieties of
barley, and three varieties of oats made up an exhibit
that won Best of Show.
Betschart’s few cows produced more milk than
he could use and the excess was sold in Fairbanks.
When he sold his property and animals, his cows
became part of Creamer’s Dairy. In 1935 he bought
five acres of land near Hopper Creek, one and
a half miles from Steele Creek Road. There this
methodical horticulturist developed his own Garden
of Eden. He lived in a log cabin with a nearby
cache, or storage shed on stilts. His garden was on
a hilltop, to which he carried water. The garden was
filled with potatoes, carrots, cabbage, rutabagas,
onions, and garlic of different varieties. There were
raspberries, ground cherries, currant bushes, clover,
flax, pumpkins, and sweet corn. He was devoted to
growing and perfecting what he grew. He developed
varieties of wheat, barley, and oats. Each grain was
graded for yield, germination rate, and the quality
of the flour it produced. He planted fruit trees such
as cherry and Siberian crabapple. Each had its own
history and record of production. Certain strains
Betschart sent to Siberia and Washington, D.C.
Betschart worked alone without machinery,
doing his research, enjoying his garden, a lovable
man who shared his interest with others. Each year
he brought samples from his garden to the Jessen’s
Weekly newspaper office, saying it was better than

last year but looking for improvements for next year.
“In only a few years I will give the finest varieties
to Alaska,”49 he said. A goal he voiced was to have
ripe apples by 1950. All his research projects were
left unfinished when he died in April 1949. He
left a daughter and a sister in the States (a second
daughter died in World War II, a victim of bombing
in Europe).
Jessen’s Weekly noted the following when
reporting the death of Betschart:
In the ruins of the old Jessen’s Weekly
plant a charred frame on a front wall still
contains a few draggled, partially burned
grain samples, produced by Frank Betschart
on his small experimental farm on Hopper
Creek. Until the fire, the exhibit attracted
a great deal of attention from newspaper
callers who were astonished at what could
be produced in the Tanana Valley.50

Biggars, Al

Al Biggars was a prospector from the Fortymile
country who came to the Fairbanks area on July
12, 1938. He took up a homestead at Happy Siding,
which was eight miles west of Fairbanks on the
Tanana Valley Railroad.

Bjerremark, August William Charles &
Jessie J.

August Bjerremark
Born: 1870 in San Francisco, California
Died: February 22, 1932; buried at
Puyallup Cemetery, Washington
Jessie Bjerremark
Born: June 4, 1861 in Toronto, Canada
Died: August 3, 1945; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery
August Bjerremark was born in San Francisco
and moved to Boise, Idaho at age fourteen. Jessie
was born in Canada. Bjerremark came north during
the Klondike gold rush. He and Jessie married in
Skagway, where they lived for five years before
moving to Fairbanks in 1904. While in Fairbanks
they resided on the north side of Fifth and Cowles.
By trade Bjerremark was a carpenter, but for a
number of years the Bjerremarks operated a water
and wood business. In August of 1915 Bjerremark
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landed a contract to furnish the Fairbanks wireless
radio station with 150 cords of wood. He also had
an interest in mining, owning property on Little
Eldorado and Nugget creeks, where he prospected
off and on from 1926 to 1931. The Bjerremarks
took up a homestead one mile past Rickert’s Farm
on Cushman Street. Unfortunately, on June 23,
1916, a fire destroyed their newly constructed twostory house. During the time he lived in Fairbanks,
Bjerremark was respected and admired by many
who knew him. He died in Karsunksky Sanitarium
in Puyallup, Washington, after a bout with cancer.
Jessie Bjerremark, known for her fine sewing,
opened a dress shop in 1928. She died at St. Joseph’s
Hospital in Fairbanks.

Blaker, Julian

Born: September 23, 1856 in Newton,
Pennsylvania
Died: March 19, 1923 (age 67); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Julian Blaker went to Dawson from St. Louis
and became involved with several business ventures
there. He came to Fairbanks in 1905. In 1915
Blaker’s wife ran a bakery and restaurant in Fox.
Blaker was invited to the 1917 Farmers’ Day meeting
and had by that time filed on 320 acres west of Fox
at Silver Gulch. There is no record of his having ever
farmed this land. His last venture was a restaurant
called the U.S. Grill, located on Third Avenue
between Cushman and Lacy streets.

Bleie, John

From October 13, 1931 through February 8,
1933, John Bleie farmed on Birch Hill about three
miles up the Steese Highway. From his farm he sold
potatoes as well as birch and spruce firewood. Bleie
purchased the Erikson Ranch about 1934 at a low
cost, according to Clyde Lawson, who picked berries
there. On January 24, 1940, Bleie filed on a 160-acre
homestead located at the confluence of the Tanana
and Chena Rivers approximately five miles west of
Fairbanks.

Borden, William Perry [F000382]

Born: 1869
Died: September 30, 1953 (age 84); buried
at Birch Hill Cemetery

In 1909 William Perry Borden settled on a piece
of land he liked and stayed until fate played out its
hand. The 300 acres he selected was located near
what is now the corner of Ballaine and Yankovich
roads north of the University of Alaska Fairbanks
campus. Already age forty, Borden still worked
hard clearing nearly 100 acres of land. On October
30, 1914, he filed for the homestead and received
his deed in April 1916. The forty to fifty tons of
potatoes he grew in 1914 were put into a 24 by 105
foot root cellar for storage. Borden was one of the
many TVAA farmers who supplied potatoes to fulfill
the organization’s first contract. He anticipated that
food shortages might occur during World War I
and cleared another one hundred acres, estimating
he could grow 200 tons of potatoes. He also raised
grain. His wheat was the first to be milled at James
Weist’s flouring mill set up in Davis’ carpenter
shop at the end of the bridge on Garden Island in
November 1918.
The News-Miner ran an article in March
1920 reminding the town that it (that is, F.W.
Thompson, the paper’s editor) was responsible
for the businessmen and farmers getting together.
This article also extolled the citizens to have the
same confidence in agriculture that the farmers
had. Thompson spoke for a diversification of
crops. He felt that more grains should be grown to
complement the potatoes. As an example of what
could be accomplished, Borden’s enterprise was
singled out. The TVAA flour mill was coming, as
was a sugar beet factory. Other equipment was
arriving as well. Bobby Sheldon, who was bringing
in a Cleveland tractor for William Borden, would
soon have a tractor agency in town. Still, the
newspaper admitted, “the farmer of this camp is a
nervy gambler.”51
A News-Miner advertisement from April 22,
1921 read: “Seed potatoes of the following varieties:
Extra Early Pioneer, Beauty of Hebron, Gold
Coin, Burpee’s, Superior Vorenheim. 1st grade
$8 per hundred, 2nd grade $5 per hundred. Place
your orders early. Delivery at Fairbanks or on the
creeks. Downriver shipment first boat.—Borden &
Snodgrass.”
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Pictures of Borden’s oat field and wheat
threshing on his farm were included in the 1920
Annual Report of Alaska Agricultural Experiment
Stations. Borden took a short course at the college
on soil and farm management in 1923.
John Sexton Shanley, the only graduate in the
first class of 1923 from the Alaska Agricultural
College and School of Mines, teamed up with
“superintendent” Borden as his business manager
on a new venture in January 1923. The Sure Mature
Seed Co. would provide Alaska-grown seed to
Outside gardeners. Advertisements were placed in
Country Gentlemen, sixty New England newspapers,
and seventy-five periodicals of the north and central
states. This new company claimed to have the
largest tract of agricultural land in Alaska and to be
the only one advertising nationally, as well as being
the farthest north seed company in the world. The
farm was named Skyland Acres. Sixty requests for
seed arrived, but in truth only one kind of seed was
available: Petrowski turnips. The partners’ intentions
were to offer small grains, field peas, seed potatoes,
root vegetables, and hardy flowers the following
year. Seed had been sent to Luther Burbank and the
Peter Henderson Co. for testing. It was believed that
a successful marketing strategy for the Sure Mature
Seed Co. was to advertise before product availability.
Less than a month later there was a court
judgment against the financially troubled Borden
property. A notice was posted declaring that a
marshal sale would be held. Marshal sales were
conducted by the local United States marshal
responsible for seeing to the legal business of the
territory. A few days before the public auction was
held, a fire destroyed Borden’s root cellar, which
contained several tons of potatoes, the Fordson
tractor and some other machinery. The loss was
estimated at $2,000. This valuable piece of land was
sold to J.P. Schosser for $4,700–$200 less than the
original claim.
Borden moved to a cabin in Ester after losing
his homestead. Years later when he became quite
ill, his friends sent him to the Sitka Pioneer Home.
Determined that he did not want to die there,
Borden and a rock miner friend slipped away and
started to walk to Fairbanks. Rescue teams found
them both near collapse. The two men were brought
back to Fairbanks, where William Borden eventually
died. He was eighty-four years old.

Note: A May 14, 1920 list of Fairbanks residents
who fell victim to influenza included Mrs. Anna
May Borden.

Bradley, Dr. Aline

In the early years of Fairbanks, many businesses
would display the vegetables and grains of some
favorite grower in their front windows. In those
early days, nearly everyone was new to the north.
They were often surprised and amazed by the
variety and quality of products that could be grown.
In September 1909 Mr. Patten, owner of the Third
Avenue Hotel, exhibited Dr. Bradley’s vegetables
and grains. Of special note was the remarkable size
and quality of her winter wheat. Two of Bradley’s
exhibits were included in a shipment of Tanana
Valley produce sent to New York in the fall of 1909.
The first was her winter wheat from the 1908 crop.
This was second generation stock from blue stem
seed out of Washington State. The second exhibit
was also one of winter wheat, this time grain in its
third Alaska generation sown from seed from the
same crop as the first exhibit. This crop was planted
September 5, 1908 and cut fully matured August 10,
1909.

Brockie, George

George Brockie took up a homestead in the
Fox area and made final proof on February 7, 1924.
His witnesses were John Perlanda, Anton Perlanda,
Henry J. Ridell, and Samuel Olson, all of Fox.

Browning, Ruel H.

Browning applied for a homestead August 12,
1931.

Buffion, E.

E. Buffion grew sugar beets in 1912 from seed
obtained from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Buzby, Harry (Busby)

Born: October 12, 1863 in Burlington,
New Jersey
Died: January 29, 1931; buried at Clay
Street Cemetery

Harry Buzby was born in Burlington, New
Jersey. He moved to Illinois with his parents when
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Loading the hay wagon at the Buzby ranch circa 1916.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #77-89-67 N, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

he was nine. Later the family moved to Nebraska.
When he started life on his own, Buzby traveled to
Montana where for several years he worked as a
surveyor and cattle rancher. Soon after the Dawson
stampede, he moved his family to Willamette,
Oregon, and when gold was discovered in Nome in
1901, he moved there. At some point Harry brought
his family to Skagway where he had landed work in
a molybdenum mine.
In 1904, not long after the Fairbanks stampede,
Buzby and his family moved once again, this time
to the Tanana Valley. He took up a homestead
soon after arriving in Fairbanks. This was located
on the banks of the Chena River one and a quarter
miles above the wireless station, which was at the
southeast corner of the town, bordering on present-

day Gaffney Street. He cleared the land and started a
market garden, growing many vegetables that at the
time were thought impossible to raise in the Interior.
Buzby had a very rugged physique; he was a
great naturalist and an excellent hunter. He could
read the signs of animal life like an open book. He
quickly learned all the flowers and other plants
he came across. In 1907 he obtained a number of
fruit trees from Sitka to test their success in the
Interior. That same year he raised Eureka potatoes,
an early variety. He planted them on April 29 in a
greenhouse and then transplanted them outdoors
on June 1. In 1908 he planted potatoes on May 8,
some of which were ready to eat by July 4. When
harvesting his crop in the fall, Buzby realized fortytwo pounds for every pound of seed he had planted.
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Jayson Buzby and his
prize bull, about 1930.

—Collection of Nolan
Phillips Hilling

In 1911 Buzby had good results with his crop
of Golden Rain Oats. The seed had been shipped
from Norway by Falcon Joslin, president of the
Tanana Valley Railroad, in an attempt to determine
which varieties of grain would be best adapted to
the country and climate. The oats grown without
fertilizers headed out and fully ripened by August
2, ninety-five days after sowing. He also found that
barley matured well in the Tanana Valley.
Due to his wife’s poor health, Buzby was forced
to move to California. They lived near Sacramento
until 1923, when they moved to Tillamook, Oregon,
where Buzby got into the dairy business. Although
he had sold his ranch in Fairbanks in 1921 to James
Feaster, the Buzbys returned in 1925. Buzby ran the
old ranch for Feaster until his health failed.
Harry Buzby died at St. Joseph’s Hospital
after suffering several strokes over the course of
the previous two years. Services were held in the
Eagles Hall and were conducted by the Pioneers of
Fairbanks. The Chaplain Peter Deisu was in charge.
Louise Jane Buzby and five children survived him.
Jayson Buzby managed the N.C. Company store
at Manley Hot Springs for a number of years. The
other children were: Mrs. C.T. Spencer of Fairbanks,
Mrs. James Ewart Crowell of Los Angeles, Elton
Buzby of Fairbanks, Theodore Buzby of Tillamook,
Oregon, and Robert Buzby, also of Fairbanks.

Buzby, Jayson

Died: January 28, 1967 (age 73)

Jayson Buzby, son of Harry Buzby, came to the
Fairbanks district in 1905. He later served in the

aviation branch of the military services; his corps
was attached to the 83rd Regiment. He lived at
Manley Hot Springs and owned a forty-horsepower
launch he called Mary Isabel after his wife. Jayson
managed the N.C. Company store at Manley in
the 1930s. Later, he was employed at the Fairbanks
agriculture experiment station for several years.
He then decided to leave the north and settle on a
farm near Roseburg, Oregon. Mrs. Buzby and the
children preceded him to their new home.
He ended up again in Fairbanks, coming
back from Oregon, because he was able to find
work in Alaska. After he returned north, he ran
a greenhouse near Laurence Road and supplied
vegetables to the jail. Jayson died at the Bassett
Army Hospital. Services were held at St. Matthews
Episcopal Church. He was survived by his wife,
three daughters (Barbara F. Boyle of California, Betty
J. Wells of Valdez, Robyn McFetridge of Fairbanks),
and three sons (Samuel L., Ronald H., and Robert of
Fairbanks) He had two brothers, George and Elton.

Callahan, Dan

Born: ca. 1865 in Iowa
Died: 1936; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery

Dan Callahan arrived in Alaska in 1896. He was
a miner and freighter, and was active in Fairbanks
politics for many years, serving nine terms on
the Fairbanks city council and one term in the
Territorial House of Representatives. From 1918–
1922 he held a homestead parcel but didn’t patent
it.52 Remembered as a feisty Irishman, Callahan lived
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on his land south of the Richardson Highway near
the entrance to Badger Road, south of the presentday Department of Transportation scales. He did
some farming, as is evidenced by comments he
made August 1923 to the effect that his crops were
doing well. In 1919 he was earning his livelihood
working at clearing a downtown block of burned
iron and wood for Charles Thompson. The winter of
1923–24 Callahan was employed by the Alaska Road
Commission near McCarty Roadhouse where the
Valdez Trail crossed the Tanana River. The following
excerpt is from an editorial that appeared in the
News-Miner January 22, 1924:

Frozen town

There’s no use of any feller trying to
maintain an untenable proposition. While
we have meant only the best for you, we are
compelled here and now to state that we will
no longer guarantee that it will be sunshine
tomorrow. They tell us that the sun is the
hottest stuff there is, but we’ll be blamed if
we can see it—the sun. Seems as tho Winter
has come to the Sun and Old Sol has gone
out of business.
The present condition of extreme cold
in Our Town is a serious proposition and we
might as well face it.
Even with everyone and everything
doing their best, there is apt to be a severe
fuel shortage. Coal should have been
here last night, but it was so cold that
the bearings on the coal cars froze and
the trainmen absolutely refused to come
through, and you can’t blame them for that.
The cold is so intense that it freezes the
radiators on the motor trucks and the lungs
of the horses that are trying to haul fuel to
the people.
Yesterday one of Dan Callahan’s big,
beautiful and valuable black horses, hauling
coal in small lots to keep the home fires
burning, fell on the street with frozen lungs
and was down for two hours. When they
finally got the noble animal back to the barn
they had to shoot it. It had given its life for
YOU. What more could man or beast do?
There are in the Healy River Coal
Corporation offices two pages of foolscap
paper filled with names of people who

want coal delivered. AT ONCE, each one
to be first on the list, and no coal, and only
superhuman deliveries.
“Foolscap” is a good name for that order
list. Any one of us could just as easily have
had a million tons of coal in his back yard
today, hauled there along in the shank of
the summer when the hauling was easy. It’s
just the spirit of the north and the south—
tomorrow is another day.

Carey, George

There is one newspaper story about George
Carey written January 19, 1916 in the News-Miner.
Carey was establishing a homestead near the old
Nine Mile Roadhouse. During a bad storm ten days
earlier he had started a fire in his cabin stove, then
left to do some outside work. When he returned, he
found only ashes; he had lost his cabin, his money,
his blankets, his rifles, and all his personal effects.
After putting a great deal of work into his ranch,
Carey hoped to rebuild.

Carey, Marion B. [F000440]

Died: September 10, 1919; buried at Clay
Street Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Carey filed on 240 acres of land along the
Tanana River on June 1, 1915. This land is in the area
of what is now Rozak Road, along the Richardson
Highway near what was then White’s Roadhouse.
The News-Miner reported that he had helped to
create Fairbanks. Carey came across the Chilkoot
Trail the winter of 1886-87 and prospected in
the Fortymile country. The next fall he met and
married Martha Duranduff in Nulato. Together they
prospected the Forty Mile, Birch Creek, Circle City,
Dawson, Nome, and finally in 1905 Fairbanks, where
they resided at Fourth and Badger. His obituary
mentioned a child born in 1894. Although early
to every significant gold rush, Carey never made a
substantial strike. “[He] never begrudged a day of his
life. For some, birds sing. For him, it was enough to
have seen them and felt the shadow of their wings
on his face in the summertime.”53 Marion Carey
never farmed the low-lying land he had chosen
close to the river. After his death the homestead was
relinquished.
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The ladies of St. Matthew’s hospital. Mary Chadwick worked there after it first opened.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #1977-0089-00041, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Carson, Ebenezer G.

Born: about 1858
Died: May 6, 1923 (age 65); buried at Clay
Street Cemetery, General Tier 3

Ebenezer Carson was born in Washington State,
where he engaged in the hotel business. When he
came north he first went to Nome, where he lived
for a number of years before coming to Fairbanks in
1913. He took up ranching on Engineer Creek near
Fox. Life for Carson was difficult. He was separated
from his wife and was without money. Due to heart
problems, he entered the hospital in May 1923 and
died there. Funeral services were held at the funeral
home on Third and Noble Street.

Chadwick, Hiram & Mary Elizabeth

Hiram Chadwick
Born: 1857 in Detroit, Michigan
Married: May 14, 1881
Died: November 5, 1930; buried at Clay
Street Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day
Mary E. Chadwick
Born: November 11, 1856 in St. Claire,
Michigan
Died: October 2, 1922 (age 65); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery
Mary Chadwick arrived in Alaska in 1902
after her husband had already mined a number
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of Alaska creeks for four years. Together, the
Chadwicks engaged in mining in Dawson, Rampart,
Fort Yukon, and Fairbanks before finally settling
down in 1909. Chadwick filed on a homestead in
April of 1915 but relinquished it in 1923, unable
to fulfill the requirements. Mrs. Chadwick started
as a warden of the Midnight Sun Chapter of the
Order of the Eastern Star. She worked through
all the stations and became Worthy Matron. She
was also a member of the Fairbanks Lodge of the
Women’s Pioneers of Alaska, serving for a time as
president of that organization. At the opening of St.
Matthew’s Hospital (on First Avenue near where the
Episcopal Church is today) Mrs. Chadwick served as
a valuable assistant. She died after a long bout with
cancer. Chadwick himself died eight years later after
a long decline in health. He was a member of the
Tanana Lodge No. 167.

Compton, Joseph Jasper (J.J.)
Born: 1861 in Minnesota

Compton first came north to Haines, Alaska,
where he owned a house and lot, which he sold
before coming to the Interior. He arrived by train
in Fairbanks in July, 1923. He planned on starting
a church. According to Charlie Creamer, he held
street meetings, but his plans on opening a church
were not successful. Shortly after his arrival he went
to the land office, requesting information about
a suitable homestead. Mr. Hunt referred him to
property on Farmers Loop, formerly filed on by a
George Hering in 1919 (since there had been no
improvements until this time, Hering relinquished).

Joseph Jasper Compton preaching at a street
meeting somewhere in Florida. He arrived in
Fairbanks the summer of 1923.
—Collection of Carroll Phillips, Jr.

Mr. Compton filed on the property on July 9, 1924,
cleared a one-acre field, and built a cabin. A patent
was issued to him on May 15, 1930. By this time he
was living in Salem, Oregon.
In 1937 when Carroll Phillips, Sr., made a trip
to Fairbanks from Moose Pass, he approached
Mr. Hunt from the land office, inquiring about
land on the hillside. After reviewing the Compton
homestead, Phillips decided to correspond with Mr.
Compton concerning his homestead on Farmers
Loop. Eventually, when all the paperwork was
completed, Mr. Phillips paid $400 for the 160-acre
homestead. By 1939 J.J. Compton was living in Plant
City, Florida: he said he liked the climate and found
it comfortable all year round.
Description of land: South half of the southwest
quarter of section 15 and the west half of the
northwest quarter of section 22 in township 1, north
range, 1 west of the Fairbanks meridian, Alaska,
containing 160 acres. Patent signed by President
Hoover.

Cook, Joseph

Early day farmers took great pride in what they
grew. In 1909 Cook was pleased to report that from
one hill of potatoes he harvested thirteen Early Rose
potatoes weighing a total of nine pounds. From
twenty pounds planted, he harvested 540 pounds of
potatoes.

Cooley, R.E.

The dramatic increase of land planted in hay
and grain during the first decade of Fairbanks meant
that there was a shortage of equipment to mow,
bind, and thresh the harvests. In summer 1913 there
were several hay mowers in the area, one harvester
operated by R.E. Cooley, and one thresher owned by
P.J. Rickert. These last two pieces of equipment had
both arrived on one of the first riverboats to reach
Fairbanks in the spring of 1913, along with the first
grain binder in the Tanana Valley. Then as today,
those with equipment did custom work for others
after their own harvest was finished. Cooley was a
jobber and farmer, possibly operating from Garden
Island.
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Courtnay, John Grant & Augusta

J.G. Courtnay
Born: 1869 in Walla Walla, Washington
Augusta Waechter Courtnay
Born: 1874
Died: September 15, 1938 (age 64); buried
at Clay Street Cemetery

John Courtnay arrived in Alaska’s Pyramid
Harbor in 1897 and mined in the Klondike and
Fairbanks districts. He married Augusta Waechter,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Waechter,
in Chatanika around 1911. Courtnay filed on a
homestead thirteen miles upriver from town on a
parcel known as Big Chena Ranch, and submitted
final proof in May of 1922.
One winter day, twenty-five high school
youths traveled by sleigh to Courtnay’s ranch for
supper and dancing and a late-night ride home to
Fairbanks. The Courtnays were active in the TVAA;
he was secretary/treasurer for a time. Together
they planned dances and arranged for door prizes,
and found transportation for the farmers to attend
the annual farmers picnic held at the experiment
station.
They lived in town at Fourth and Dunkle after
1923, visiting the ranch only infrequently. Several
furrows had been made around their buildings to
prevent burning trees from falling on them. In spite
of this precaution, the two-story, six-bedroom house
full of furniture, the barn, blacksmith shop, and hay
shed were all lost in a fire in June of 1928. The fire, it
was suspected, was started by careless campers who
had left an improperly extinguished bonfire behind.
The loss was estimated at $5,000 and the Courtnays
had no insurance. After Augusta died in Fairbanks
in 1938, the seventy-year-old widower began to
travel, visiting his family and going to the New York
World’s Fair in 1939.

Cox, James Howard

James Cox was born in Tennessee. He and his
family came to Alaska in 1929, taking up residence
in J.J. Compton’s cabin on Farmers Loop for a year.
He had three sons and two daughters. He obtained
two farm tracts of forty acres each. One, known as
the Cox Homestead, was located west of Fideler
Road. The other, located near Fairweather Lane
off Farmers Loop Road, was known as the May

place. Cox was considered a successful farmer; the
produce from his place on Farmers Loop Road
made a name for him in agricultural circles. He
used an old Fordson tractor and grew large crops of
potatoes. He left the Fairbanks area in 1943.

Crick, Walter Alfred

Born: 1869, England
Died: June 2, 1957 (age 88); buried at
Pioneer plot, Sitka

Walter Crick entered the United States at
Seattle via Vancouver, British Columbia, and came
to Alaska in 1922. Before taking up a homestead of
his own, Crick made his home with Harry Badger,
cutting timber and helping erect buildings on
Badger’s homestead. In January 1947, Crick was
injured in what seemed to be a mysterious accident
when he went out to do some chores. A short time
later Mr. Badger found him wandering incoherently
around the fields with blood streaming down his
face. Badger bundled him up and took him to the
hospital in Fairbanks. Because of badly drifted snow
the eleven-mile trip took two hours. Despite this,
Crick completely recovered by the following spring.
Apparently, he had been struck in the face by the
hoof of a rolling horse. On October 9, 1942, Crick
filed on twenty-eight acres on Badger Road. He
received his citizenship on June 15, 1945. Twelve
years later he died in the Sitka Pioneer Home.

Crippen, C.D.

Crippen had been with J.H. Neal at the
experiment station at Rampart for a number of
years. He came to Fairbanks on May 7, 1917,
to address the farmers who were considering
organizing, giving them an update on the latest
agricultural news.

Crossman, Walter

Walter and his father George came to Alaska
from Wisconsin. They took up a homestead adjacent
to Charles and Maude Fideler below Farmers
Loop, south of the current-day Dog Musher’s Hall.
Walter worked at the heating plant at Ladd Field
around 1949 or 1950. He was not married and later
moved back to Wisconsin to live with his parents.
Crossman Road is named after him.

69

70

Like a Tree to the Soil

Crozier, Charles Theidor

Crozier’s interest in homesteading was fleeting.
He applied for 316 acres of land in the Pearl Creek
area the spring of 1914. Although the title was
transferred to him a year later, in April of 1916, he
sold the land to P.J. Rickert. The last reference to
him the authors found was of his departure from
Fairbanks in August 1917 on the launch Siwash.

Curfman, James

Died: March 3, 1928; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery

James Curfman arrived in Fairbanks in January
1924. He took the train to Nugget Creek to mine.
Later he moved to a ranch on the Richardson
Highway, where he died.

Dana, George (George W., Jr.)

George Dana came to Fairbanks during World
War I as a telegraph operator for the U.S. Army
Signal Corps. For a time he boarded with Ida May
Joy and family; their home wasn’t far from his work.
There he met Mary Joy. They married in 1919, the
same year he filed for homestead land. The patent
on the 138 acres was received in 1925, and a second
parcel patented in 1927.54 He later farmed on the
Desjardine place, growing potatoes and living with
his family in a small house north of the old barn,
which still stands next to Farmers Loop Road. In
1928 Dana operated the flouring mill (see Part I, The
Flouring Mill, p. 36).
Three advertisements in the Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner paid for by Dana reflect the financial
pressure he felt as a potato grower, and his
frustration with local grocers and Outside suppliers.
Each ad of the series was titled “Fairbanks Potato
Situation.” The ad appearing October 9, 1931, his
first, touted the quality and flavor of local potatoes
and promised to disclose the “potato game played
here.” Another ad November 2 listed Outside
potatoes at $3 per hundred pounds. Local growers
retailed their potatoes at $4 per hundred pounds.
“We cannot sell at $3 per hundred this season and
carry on.” Orders placed before noon would be
delivered the same day between 2:00 and 3:30 pm
except Sunday. Dana made another plea November
5 for the public to buy local potatoes from local
growers, saying, “1926 potato prices in Seattle 6¢ to
7¢, landed here 7½¢ to 8½¢. Local spuds 4¢ to 6¢.

Why? Fairbanks farmer satisfied with reasonable
profit. If imports continue and farmers don’t plant
next year who will hold down prices? Guarantee
a year round price of 4¢ except for new potatoes.
Try to get that guarantee Outside! Our potatoes
better flavor, more economical and your money
stays home.” Paul Rickert’s advice to local growers
was to prove local potatoes were a better product
than those shipped in. This was George Dana’s
valiant effort. In 1936 Dana and his family moved to
the Fort Wainwright area. There is no information
about what he did there, except that one witness
remembers seeing either a water tower or a
windmill at the property.55

Davison, Charles Reah

Born: 1842 in Cleveland, Ohio
Died: February 1930 (age 88); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery, General Section,
Tier 8

Davison, age sixty-seven when he arrived in
Fairbanks in 1909, had the drive and energy of a
younger man when he began farming his 320-acre
homestead. He had located land six miles south
of town on the Valdez Trail, along a slough of the
Tanana River. Soon after he arrived, he filed the
necessary paperwork for acquiring the land and by
1914 offered final proof of accomplishment. Twelve
acres were cultivated, nearly half of the homestead
had been cleared, and a permanent home had been
built. Finally, January 1, 1918, Davison received title
to the land. The old gentleman preferred to work
alone and at his own pace. The first five years on the
land, Davison told a friend, he had been away from
the homestead only fifteen nights. The first-place
award for flax at the annual fair belonged to Davison
for a decade, and his Alsike clover and rye always
earned winning ribbons as well. The competition
of getting the first harvested food to the newspaper
office was rewarded by an announcement: Davison’s
potatoes netted him a bit of free advertisement
on July 21, 1916: “September 1918, C.R. Davison
listed his harvest for the season as: 5 tons oats; ½
ton barley; ¼ ton rye; 200 lbs flax; 2½ tons clover
and alfalfa; 2 tons domestic hay; 2½ tons potatoes;
½ ton carrots; ½ ton rutabagas; experimental sugar
beets.” He reported that it was high-grade grain on
forty-two-inch stalks with well-developed roots.
The clover and alfalfa were cut from three-year-old
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Photo taken September 11,
1999 of the Desjardins barn,
built in 1914. The barn still
stands alongside Farmers
Loop Road.
—Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

roots. The flax had headed out and seeds developed
on thirty-inch stalks.
Davison’s land along the Tanana River was
productive, but was twice subjected to winter
floods. On November 1925, “one hour after the
moon passed Fairbanks meridian,” he reported, an
ice jam let loose and covered much of his homestead
with three to seven feet of ice and water. Observant
and accurate, Davison gave detailed descriptions
of happenings to the newspaper. The second flood,
October 1928, was much more extensive and
damaging. An ice and log drift jam on the river a
mile or so below the homestead quickly began to
back up water. Davison fled with some belongings to
higher ground but 2½ feet of water flowed into his
cabin and completely filled his root cellar. This was
a loss, he estimated, of $400. Getting around after
the water receded was difficult. A sheet of ice about
three feet above the ground had been left behind
and clung to trees and brush.
Davison was eighty-six that fall of 1928, still
independent, still living on his homestead, and still
walking frequently to town. The winter of 1929–30
was exceptionally snowy and cold. His friends in
Fairbanks, not having seen Davison in three months,
began to worry about him. In February pilot Frank
Dorbandt was asked to fly over Davison’s cabin
and find out how he was getting along. Dorbandt
obliged, and, taking Fred Johnson with him, circled
a few times over the cabin. Seeing no smoke coming
from the chimney and no fresh tracks around the

building, they decided to land and have a look
around. In the cabin they found Davison dead on
the floor near the stove.
It took four horses to break trail for the
coroner’s wagon to get to Davison’s cabin. It was
determined that the old man had been ill. All the
wood in the cabin had been burned. The hardware
found in the grate revealed that even the cellar door
and a neck yoke had been burned in his effort to
heat the cabin. A cocked rifle with a bullet in the
chamber lay on the table. It was surmised that this
old, fiercely self-sufficient Scandinavian had not
planned on freezing to death.

Day, John

In 1928 John Day homesteaded land located
between lower Second Avenue and the Chena River,
north of the Armory. The homestead probably
extended as far as Lathrop Street on the one side
and the curling rink on the other. He raised potatoes
and pigs as well as growing and selling oats and hay.

Delaney, Daniel Hugh [F000373]

Although information on this early homesteader
is sketchy, Delaney must have been a very early
arrival in Fairbanks. His children, Finian and Eva,
were listed as attending public school in 1903 and
1906. He filed a homestead application in 1914
for 315 acres. The land was located upriver from
Fairbanks on the north bank of the Chena. Today
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1917 potato harvest underway; horses waiting to pull Desjardins’ potato digger.
—Collection of Carroll Phillips, Jr.

the land is part of Fort Wainwright and located east
of the runway. He, his wife, and their two children
traveled upriver in Fred Paul’s launch Nymph the
summer of 1913 to build a home and live on their
homestead. It is not clear how many summers they
did this, but Delaney filed to relinquish the land
December 1921.

Desjardins, Charles (Desjardine)

Born: 1870 in St. Arsene, Canada
Died: July 31, 1926 (age 56); buried
August 2, 1926, at Clay Street
Cemetery, Catholic section
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Charles Desjardins was born in St. Arsene,
Quebec in 1870. He came north during the
Klondike Stampede and lived in Dawson until
1904. Afterward, he moved to Fairbanks, where he
resided until his death. During his first years in the

area Desjardins engaged in mining, but in 1910 he
located a farm on the Farm Road. He filed on this
homestead April 15, 1914, and received his deed
on February 13, 1924. Two years later he fell from
a wagon with a load of hay and hit his head. Dave
Atwell, a neighbor, took him to the hospital but he
never regained consciousness and died a week later.
Desjardins’ old barn, built in 1914, still stands right
alongside Farmers Loop Road.

Dilley, Ernest Everett

Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Ernest Dilley lived in Graehl between 1909 and
1910. He farmed on the Big Chena, east of Fairbanks
and also on Meridian Hill. A well-known freighter
and roadbuilder, Dilley was named supervisor of
road building for the Alaska Road Commission in
1909, succeeding John Zug. He was in charge of all
roads outside the city of Fairbanks, collecting funds
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derived from the poll tax. This appointment was
for one year. Dilley was familiar with the various
routes of travel in the district and with the needs
of the miners and other travelers. He oversaw the
construction of the Fairbanks to Fox road. In 1911,
his crew worked on the road to the Chena Hot
Springs Health Resort. That same year he began
the work of replacing the bridge over Greenhouse
Slough on the road leading to Ester, which had been
torn out by the ice during breakup. The residents
of Graehl and other points east of Garden Island
crossed the Chena River on the ice, but after this
melted in the spring, the only way foot passengers
could reach the city was to walk over the railroad
bridge.
In 1914 Dilley took on the responsibility for
overwintering a number of the Alaska Engineering
Commission’s horses. To house the horses he built a
warm and comfortable log stable with 3,800 square
feet of floor space at his property. He also cut and
stored large quantities of hay. In the fall, the horses
arrived over the Goldstream trail accompanied
by W.R. Reaburn, assistant packmaster of the
Commission, who that winter supervised the care of
the animals at Dilley’s ranch.
A forest fire raged near Dilley’s ranch in June
1915, coming close to destroying his homestead. A
big rainshower temporarily saved the day, slowing
down the blaze while Dilley plowed furrows around
the house and barn to provide a firebreak. Then
he placed empty coal oil cans filled with water in
the troughs. The whole family were engaged in
the operation. Mrs. Dilley packed what she could
and made ready to flee the property if it became
necessary. Fortunately the wind changed, blowing
the fire away from the buildings. Heavy rains
continued to fall, and eventually the crisis ended.
The Dilleys were a tired but happy family by the
time it was over.

Dolloste, Pete

A 1919 industrial map of Fairbanks listed a
homestead under the name of Pete Dolloste as being
located near the headwaters of Columbia Creek off
of Steele Creek Road.

Downs, John (P)

Downs was one of nine ranchers who formed
the Tanana Valley Produce Growers Association

April 23, 1913. The authors found no further
information on this man.

Dunn, Harry

Born: 1856, New York City
Died: July 28, 1940 (age 84); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery, Pioneer Section
#1
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Harry Dunn came north in 1898 at the time
of the Klondike Gold Rush. After arriving in the
Fairbanks district, he applied for a homestead on
March 8, 1915. The patent for 320 acres of land off
Chena Hot Springs Road was awarded in August
1924. Dunn became a member of the Pioneers of
Alaska in 1920. He died in Fairbanks.

Erikson, Lars Johan (Erickson)

Obtaining the patent to his land in 1916,
Erikson was one of the earliest homesteaders and
farmers. With a view of the growing town and of
Mt. McKinley, the gentle, south-slope land along the
Fox Road was excellent for farming and an excellent
place for a home.
Erikson had land cleared and planted for the
1909 season. Two exhibits sent to New York City
in 1909 to show off and promote Tanana Valley
agriculture were provided by Erikson. One was
of oats that was taken from a stack as a sample;
the other was spring wheat sown May 15 and cut
August 20 that was grown from Washington state
seed. The last riverboat before freeze-up in 1911
brought as part of the freight delivery a brooder and
incubator for Erikson’s chicken business.56
The picturesque farm was photographed by
Albert Johnson and pictures of the enterprise are
included in the 1919 Alaska Agricultural Experiment
Station Report. The large fields of harvested grain,
potato fields in flower, a log home and outbuildings,
extensive fencing, and orderly rows of vegetables
indicate a successful operation. How long he
maintained it is not clear. Clyde Lawson later
recalled the Erikson Ranch on Five Mile Hill and
that it was sold to farmer John Bleie about 1934 for
a cheap price. That area was considered an excellent
place to pick raspberries and currants, Lawson
remembered.57
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Lars Erikson’s handsome and productive ranch looked over the valley toward Fairbanks.

—Albert J. Johnson, Accession #1989-0166-00598, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Everman, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J.

B.J. Everman filed on a long, rectangular slice of
land just north of Engineer Creek sometime before
1919. The land continued north nearly to the top
of the hill, rising some 500 feet from one end to the
other. A neighboring homesteader, John Pernstick,
had land south and east of Everman’s. Between them
was mining land and Engineer Creek. August 1925
the Evermans lost a Holstein cow from their small
herd to a gunshot wound. A few days later their
young bull and a heifer were also shot. There was
little hope the bull would live but they hoped to save
the heifer, the newspaper reported. John Pernstick
was arrested September 13, 1923 for killing one cow
and wounding three other animals belonging to the
Evermans.

Faucett, James Edgar [F000405]

Faucett filed for homestead land in September
1915. He selected 320 acres on what is military land
today, near the Fort Wainwright Four Mile Gate. He
filed to relinquish the land in October 1918.

Flygar, John

John Flygar mined at Chatanika as early as April
18, 1904. In 1917 he decided to go into farming and
by 1919 he was pleased to be making a living from
his new endeavors and expecting a greater return
than he had been able to realize mining.
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Fowler, Charles O. & Bertha

Charles Fowler
Born: 1886
Married: 1911
Died: July 1957; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery
Bertha Fowler
Born 1888, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Died: 1941 (age 53); buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery

Charles Fowler came north over the Chilkoot
Pass as a young man during the Gold Rush of 1898.
He literally worked his way to Dawson City and then
on to Fairbanks. Fowler said that in those days you
didn’t have to have any money to live. Many people
were moving all their possessions and personal gear
to the gold camps. One could earn one’s keep by
helping others. He noted all roads and trails were
well traveled and one could go anywhere in Alaska
on foot. A roadhouse was located every ten miles. If
you had to follow rivers to get to your destination,
you could catch a ride with someone, if you were
willing to work. The steamships burned wood for
fuel, which needed to be cut, and there was always
loading or unloading to be done.
Charles and Bertha Fowler were married in
1911. After coming to the Interior, they prospected
and mined in the 1920s and 1930s on the South
Fork of the Big Chena. Besides having extensive
placer holdings in that district, they also had mining
claims on Spinach Creek, a tributary of Lower
Goldstream. While living in Fairbanks (the Fowlers
had a homestead on Farmers Loop near present-day
Auburn Road), Fowler took an active part in local
sports. In 1921 he was captain of the baseball team
and in 1936 he was manager of the Elks basketball
team.
The Fowlers filed on their homestead on May
31, 1935, and received their deed in February
1939. Fowler attended the Elks Convention held in
Kansas City. He made the entire trip by plane with
Gillam Airways. By 1936 Charles was given a high
office in the Elks Club; he was appointed District
Grand Deputy Exalted Ruler for Alaska West. In
1938 he became Superintendent of distribution for
the United States Smelting, Refining and Mining
Company, which was the mother company of the
Fairbanks Exploration Company. He later became
a transportation man on the Kuskokwim River for
Morrison Knudson.

Bertha Fowler died after a long illness in 1941.
She had lived in Alaska for thirty-two years. Charles
turned to farming and gardening in 1944, cultivating
eighty acres. A large greenhouse was built on the
south side of Farmers Loop across from the Fowler
home. It was a big undertaking for a man reaching
retirement age. Charles Fowler had remarried by
1945. For a number of years, the second Mrs. Fowler
operated a restaurant located on the eighty-acre
Fowler homestead on the very spot where their
cabin had stood. The second Mrs. Fowler continued
to operate her business until her death around 1963.

Frasier, Thomas Wright

September 1914, Frasier filed on 320 acres of
land north of the Farm Road, which is part of the
present-day Spring Glade Subdivision. March 1917
part of the land was relinquished and turned over to
Thomas H. White.

Gailey, Martin

Gailey’s farm and home were located in
the Graehl area. In 1915 he was listed as having
registered an entry at the fair.

Gasser, George W. (Dr.) & Minnie

Born: 1875
Died: January 1962; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery
Minnie Gasser
Died: August 25, 1965; buried at Sitka

George Gasser was born in Ohio in 1875, one
of seven children. He graduated with a Bachelor
of Science degree from Kansas State Agricultural
College in 1905, where he majored in agronomy and
science. On August 5 of that year he went to work in
Alaska as assistant superintendent of the Rampart
Agricultural Experiment Station under Frederick
E. Rader. This was the farthest north of several
stations started in Alaska after glowing reports of
successful gardens in the territory. Gasser succeeded
Frederick Rader as superintendent in 1908. Under
his direction, eight acres were cleared with the help
of one team of horses. Gasser spent fourteen years
at the station in Rampart.
At Rampart Dr. Gasser not only met and
married his wife Minnie, but also began a long series
of experiments with grain gathered from all over
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The home of Mr. and Mrs. George Gasser at the agricultural experiment farm in Rampart, Alaska.
—Collection of Nolan Phillips Hilling

Minnie Gasser, wife of George Gasser.

—Collection of Nolan Phillips Hilling

the world that eventually led to the development
of several varieties that produce high yields under
Alaska conditions. Gasser supported establishment
of an agricultural college in Alaska and worked
toward that goal with Dr. Charles Bunnell, who
later became the first president of the University of
Alaska (then the Alaska Agricultural College and
School of Mines [1914–1935]).
In 1920 Dr. Gasser became the assistant in
charge of the Fairbanks Agricultural Experiment

Station. Fairbanks had a much stronger agricultural
community even at that time than did Rampart,
including its own flour mill capable of milling
twenty-five barrels of flour a day, as well as more
than 100 homesteaders with agricultural problems
that needed attention. He was elected president
and general manager of the Tanana Valley Fair
Association in 1925.
Gasser bought John Sexton Shanley’s
homestead, located below the university at the
intersection of College Road and University
Avenue. By 1936 he had become Dean of Men on
the Fairbanks campus and in 1937 was appointed
head of the college Department of Agriculture.
He experimented with the crossing of Galloway
and Holstein cows in an effort to find a dairy
animal suitable for the Alaska climate. He and his
coworkers helped to establish the first quarantine
rules and meat inspection procedures and made
the first certification of Alaska seed potatoes. In
1940, Dr. Gasser developed a new spring wheat
that was mainly used for poultry and livestock
feed. This was a fast-maturing, high-yield variety,
resistant to disease, that now bears his name.
When the Territorial legislature created the Alaska
Department of Agriculture in 1945, Ernest Gruening
appointed Dr. Gasser as the department’s first
commissioner.
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In an interview in Seattle, Gasser gave his
advice on homesteading in Alaska. In effect, he said
that attempting to operate on a shoestring while
homesteading just does not work out. There were
literally thousands of square miles of good farmland,
but to move onto a 160-acre tract without financial
support was just too discouraging. He said: “It is my
opinion that any man who seriously wants to make
a success out of homesteading must have at least
$3,000 to start with.”
George Gasser retired in 1953, but remained in
Fairbanks and continued his enthusiastic support for
the development of agriculture, giving lectures, and
advice where it was needed. He died in Fairbanks.
Mrs. Gasser died at the Pioneer’s Home in Sitka.

George, Jim

Jim George lived along the Farm Road prior
to the 1920s. He apparently did not complete
the homestead requirements as the land was
homesteaded in the 1920s by the Holtman brothers.
Later, after World War II, Paul Elbert owned this
same south-slope land.

Gibbs, Bryant Jefferson

Gibbs filed an application May 1915 for 300
acres of homestead land on Wigwam Creek along
the present Chena Hot Springs Road. He received
his patent in 1924.

Graves, F.E.

In 1908 Graves received seed from the
experiment farm. According to a News-Miner
article, he was very satisfied with the results and
intended to try again the following year.

Greimann, Paul & Flora

Born: 1902 in Hookdale, Illinois
Flora Greimann

Paul Greimann was a farm boy from Illinois,
one of the many young men of the World War I era
who found it impossible to change their fathers’
minds as to the benefits of tractors over horses on
the family farm. Not wanting to farm as his father
and grandfather had, he left home at the age of
sixteen. Greimann could explain thoroughly the
advantages of the tractor: A tractor could plow,
plant, till, or harvest much more in a day than a

horse and required fewer people to do the work; it
moved through the fields faster and could be used
for longer hours, even, with its headlights, into the
night if necessary. Animals could not be used in the
same way.
Before starting for Alaska, Greimann made a
trip in his secondhand model T Ford to visit his
family. He and J.M. Pearl began their two-month
journey to Alaska in July 1923. They drove through
St. Louis and Denver, across the northern tier states
of Montana, Idaho, and Washington. They, along
with their Ford, boarded a steamship bound for
Alaska and then drove from Valdez to the Interior.
The day Paul Greimann and J.M. Pearl arrived in
Fairbanks, September 1, 1923, the two men met W.F.
Thompson. The following day’s News-Miner carried
the story of their travels.
Greimann went to work at the N.C. Company
machine shop and met Paul J. Rickert when asked to
work on his car. Rickert also needed work done on
his threshing machine, and since the N.C. Company
shop closed in October for the winter, Rickert had
Greimann come out to his farm to work on the
equipment. Greimann got it repaired and the next
season threshed all of Rickert’s grain. Farmers along
the Farm Road were next on the list to have their
grain threshed.
J.M. Pearl and Greimann began the Standard
Garage at Second Avenue and Lacy Street across
from the Nordale Hotel. The business became a
successful and growing enterprise. The two men
also farmed land along the Richardson Highway.
Greimann went by the name Paul G. Pearl for
several years. He was a social person who found the
time and energy outside of his business ventures to
sing, either solo or with a small group, at weddings
and funerals. He must have had a fine voice because
he seems to have been much sought after.
Greimann bought out his Standard Garage
partner in 1929. By this time he had met, courted,
and married a woman named Flora, also from
Illinois. The marriage took place in Illinois, but
Greimann returned to Fairbanks with his bride to
begin what was to be a long life together. In 1931
Greimann purchased a GMC bus which he used for
many years to carry passengers between Fairbanks
and College. Greimann, and later Walt Conant,
operated College Bus Lines for forty-six years.
Mr. and Mrs. Greimann bought the Jack
Horne homestead in 1944. The family home was in
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Stewart and Gerry West. Here is Gerry West’s
description of the site: “This is a photo of the
Grenac cabin, as it existed probably in the winter
of 1949, but possibly a year later. This is the
‘residential’ portion. There was a section in the
middle which served as a tack room, and then on
the far [side] (to the right of the photographer),
was the ‘barn,’ where the horses were kept. It was
all one structure, a continuous roof line from one
end to the other. All out of log, and somewhat in a
world of pain at the time this was taken. The floor
of the residence was made of lumber, (don’t know
for sure, but I believe the lumber was from an
‘arm strong mill.’ It was buckled in the center when
the photo was taken (I was there, and in fact froze
my toes, fingers, and cheeks—60 below). There
was a trap door to gain access to the ‘cellar,’ which
mostly didn’t exist, even then. From the windows,
you could look down into a large cleared area
which had obviously been farmed, though even
then the forest was closing in on it. There were
many strawberry plants which had gone wild, but
still produced some fairly creditable strawberries.
There was a wagon there, mostly in fair shape, a
number of single and double trees, etc., some rude
farming implements. Some tack was still in the
house.”
—Collection of Gerald M. West

Grenac homestead cabin, circa 1950. It was
located on the north quarter section of his
homestead. This building served three purposes.
On the left end in the picture was the residence.
In the center was the tack room, and on the right
is the barn portion. The structure was in poor
condition at this time and unsalvageable. To the
left and in front of the structure was Grenac’s
primary growing area, with strawberries and
rhubarb, some still producing at the time of this
photo.
—Collection of Gerald M. West

Fairbanks but their Badger Road land was farmed
and enjoyed for many years. Most of the timber on
this acreage was destroyed on Memorial Day 1959
by a fire. Greimann’s neighbor, George Wall, was
able to save his house and barn but lost all the hay
for his livestock. Greimann’s acreage was sold to
the Fairbanks North Star Borough, which built the
Badger Elementary School on the site.

Grenac, John (Johan Granats, John
Grantz58) [F000380]

Born: 1872 in Yugoslavia
Died: April 11, 1928 in Fairbanks (age
56); buried at Clay Street Cemetery,
Catholic section

Leaving a wife and three children, including
a young son, Grenac left Yugoslavia for the gold
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fields. He arrived in Alaska in 1906. In October
1914, having located a potential homestead site, he
filled out application A-007 certifying his intention
to become a citizen and paid the $10 filing fee for
320 acres off the Farm Road. His witnesses were
two friends and neighbors, Thomas H. White and
Vincent Matetich. Five years later he received by
registered mail an inquiry as to his progress. In June
1920, a stack of paperwork arrived. This included
notices that an intention to make final proof on his
homestead had been filed; that a notice had been
posted in the land office; that another had gone to
the publisher (the newspaper); that an application
for reduction of cultivated land had been filed; and
finally a reminder that the land office had set July 8,
1920 as the day of proof. Grenac had not appeared
at the land office on that date and they gave him ten
more days. According to land office logs, he was
present on July 17 with an affidavit explaining why
he had not appeared before. With him were two
friends, Claus Johnson and Vincent Matetich. A fine
of $13 got the process of acquiring title to the land
back on track again.
In November 1921, Grenac became a citizen
of the United States. Marko Vinovich and John
Penovich59 were his witnesses. The certified copy
of his naturalization certificate became part of the
homestead application. In March 1923, Grenac
registered his homestead patent for a fee of $12.50.
The final patent was issued and title transferred in
May 1923.
In between all this paperwork, Grenac worked
on his farm. He built a home on the north side of a

Gerry West describes the
slip scoop shown here, used
with a Farmall tractor: “S.
Stewart West on the tractor,
circa 1949, Hubert Morgan
on the short and nasty and
brutal end of the scoop.
A part of the twenty-fiveacre parcel off Old College
Road had been sold/traded
to Morgan. Here they are
scooping out the hole for the
basement of Morgan’s new
house. This type of scoop
was BAD with horses, and
worse with a tractor pulling
it.” Grenac’s slip scoop looked
the same but was used with
horsepower rather than a
tractor.
—Collection of Gerald
M. West

draw, protected from the north, west, and southeast
winds. This was a cabin and barn that together
formed one continuous structure. At the peaked
west end was the doorway into his cabin and a
window. There was also a window to the south. Next
was the barn, longer than the cabin but of the same
width and height. On the east end, facing Birch
Hill, was an open but roofed corral. The building
was constructed of eight- to ten-inch diameter logs,
three-sided and notched at the corners for a tight
fit. Even years after it had fallen into ruin, one could
see the place had been built with care and precision.
The whole complex was located at the base of the
draw, and the hillside behind was planted with
strawberries and rhubarb.
The land to the east of the house was less steeply
sloping than to the west, and this Grenac cleared
for planting. He worked with a horse clearing,
tilling, planting, and harvesting. His horse was
obviously well cared for: the large barn and corral, in
comparison to his relatively cramped living quarters,
attested to that. Years later, the metal remains of his
wheelbarrow, axes, saws, shovels, and slip scrapper
(slip scoop) gave evidence to his industry and
working methods.
Grenac died of heart disease in 1928 at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Fairbanks. His son, Tom
Grenac, came to Fairbanks that fall, perhaps to see
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Grenac’s land
patent, No.
899782.

—Collection
of Jo Papp
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to his father’s effects. Apparently he liked the Tanana
Valley, for Tom later married and raised a family in
Fairbanks. He did not, however, live on his father’s
homestead. Grenac Road was named in the 1950s.
At first the road was named High View Acres Road
and was in reality little more than the driveway to
Steve Kerner’s homestead. The trail Grenac had used
was less steep than the current road, winding its way
up into the valley between the wooded uplands and
the low permafrost areas.
The fields Grenac used were cleared again and
put into production several times after his death.
During several seasons in the 1940s Bert Stimple,
who lived on the Farm Road and who wanted soil
free of disease, planted potatoes near Grenac’s cabin.
In the late 1940s and early 1950s the north 160 acres
of Grenac’s homestead were owned and farmed
by the Stewart West family. This acreage was later
divided further. Some of it is still in production as a
market garden and truck farm.

Grljevic, Joseph (Jozep, Jazo)
Died: February 14, 1930

Josep Grljevic was a marathon runner and an
immigrant. He came to the Interior as a miner.
However, as so many other miners discovered,
farming proved more profitable. He and Tony Radak
teamed up and began Meridian Hill Farm at the
base of Meridian Hill. These two Birch Hill farmers
were exhibiting produce at the fair by 1912, and
their Early Ohio potatoes were of good enough
quality that they were included in an exhibit sent to
the Portland Fair that year.
Grljevic applied for a 320-acre homestead in
1916, but the application was rejected in 1923.
Anton Radak took over this parcel a few years after
Grljevic died. Until his death, Grljevic continued
farming with Radak, who had successfully fulfilled
the homestead requirements for his own parcel in
1922.

Gurley, Belle

Born: July 14, 1861, Lipton,
Massachusetts
Died: December 31, 1946 (age 85); buried
at Birch Hill Cemetery

Belle Gurley came west and was married in 1896
to James Hughes. After his death, she married G.W.
Dunkle in Butte, Montana. Belle came to Fairbanks

in 1907, living in the Fairbanks and Ester districts.
During those early years she held various mining
interests. Her marriage was an unhappy one so she
took back her maiden name, Gurley. Many years
later she went to the states for medical treatment.
Upon her return she moved to her homestead fifty
miles down the Richardson Highway, where she had
lived a number of years previously. She remained
there until she could no longer take care of herself.
She died December, 1946 and graveside services
were held at the Birch Hill Cemetery Jan. 3, 1947.

Haldane, William

Long before his filing date of 1914, Haldane had
located land along the Tanana River, four miles from
downtown Fairbanks along what is now Cushman
Street Extended. By 1924 he had received official
title to the 320-acre parcel. Originally from Scotland,
Haldane came to Fairbanks in 1904. He found time
to take on the task of census taker in 1917 and he
took his jury duty seriously enough to come when
called even though others living in remote areas
often did not.
In April 1931 an advertisement appeared in
the News-Miner for the cash sale of Haldane’s land,
a partly furnished cabin, 200 cords of wood, and
plenty of standing green wood. Two lots and two
cabins at Twelfth and Cushman Streets were also
for sale. A Fairbanks man by the name of Somerville
bought the Haldane land. How much or for how
long Haldane farmed is unknown. Carrots he raised
were included in an exhibit sent to New York City’s
Broadway City Investment Building in 1909. Jim
Wyllie wrote a poem in 1910 about Haldane’s home
along the Tanana River. The News-Miner printed the
poem in 1931 as William Haldane prepared to leave
Alaska for his Scotland home:60

“Memory of the Past”

Twenty-one years ago Jim Wyllie and
Pat Casey spent a night at the cabin of
William Haldane on the Tanana (1910).
In honor of the occasion this poem was
written. Mr. Haldane, resident of Fairbanks
27 years, is leaving soon for his old Scotch
home to spend his last years. The poem was
written 21 years ago this month—Wyllie and
Casey “have both trod the trail no foot back
tracks.”
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The Banks O’ The Tanana
The ither day Pat Casey an’ I
Went out on the Valdez Trail
Toe see the stage come dashing along
W’l’ passengers an’ mail:
An’ when a few miles out we’d gane
We on a freen did ca’
’Twas Billy Haldane, at his home
On the banks o’ the Tanana
The day was near the end of March
In nineteen hunder and ten
God knows hoo mony years may pass
Ere we see the like again:
For though this land in the frost grip lies
‘Neath a windin’ sheet o’ snow
It mair firmly binds oor friendships’ ties
By the frozen Tanana
The hoose was but a rude log hit
If judged by its external
But it gave up proof the roughest nut
May hold the sweetest kernal
An’ that wee cabin in my heart
Ranks high ower lordly ha’
For there my happiest oors were spent
Since I cam’ toe the Tanana
But oor regret I felt while there
I had it toe mysel’
For I would my Joys wo’ others share
An’ please my friends as well:
In opera houses crowded thangs
I’ve sat in terraced row
But I’d gie them a’ for the auld time sangs
I heard by the Tanana
For Bill an’ Pat took turns aboot
An’ then they’d double up,
Their melodies made my spirits rise
Like wine’s bright sparkling cup:
They sang sweet sangs o’ love an’ hope
An’ what to patriots did befa’
We had no use for rag-time dope
That night by the Tanana
That Pat would sing of Erin’s Isle
And charming sweet Colleens
An’ Bill would raise his voice in praise

O’ bonny Jeanie Deans:
Or tell hoo Jessie at Luck now
Heard the slogan’s rise an’ fa’
Thae auld sangs thrilled me thro an’ thro
In that shack by the Tanana
An’ we read in Scotland’s weekly press
About “Auld Dearie I”
A hamely gem fra McRory’s pen
Wi’ mony mair for bye
We enjoyed Boll’s hospitality
As the oors slipped fast awa
But aye they sang till the still woods rang
By the silent Tanana
Now in swift moving course o’ time
Wherever I may be
No storm or stress n any clime
Can effect that memory:
I’ll ne’er forget that happy night
Nae matter what befa
For back tae Haldane’s fancy’s flight
Will speed me tae Tanana

—Jim Wyllie

Hanford, Daniel Henry (Harry)
[F000348]

Born: 1861
Died: April 1928 (age 67); buried at Clay
Street Cemetery

Henry Hanford located his 295-acre farm in
1908. Of the twenty years he lived on his Meridian
Hill farm he spent every night there. The NewsMiner reported in the spring of 1912 that Hanford
had seeds sprouting on May 3. An industrious
farmer interested in organizing the agricultural
efforts of the area, Hanford joined eight others in
1913 to form the Tanana Valley Produce Growers
Association. In June 1914 Hanford filed an
application to homestead the land on which he had
been living, and in December 1923 a patent was
issued to him.
Hanford’s south-sloping farmland was an
excellent location for growing vegetables. He
promised in early May of 1919 to have green peas by
the fourth of July. Right on schedule, July 3, Hanford
brought new peas and new potatoes to town with
the expectation of supplying the local demand. This
was an accomplishment he achieved on a number
of occasions. Successful crops of sweet corn earned
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him awards at the annual fair. Hanford’s potatoes
were of a quality and quantity notable enough that
the News-Miner referred to him as the “Potato King”
when telling the story of an encounter Hanford had
with a bear in 1922.61
Hanford was a veteran of the Spanish-American
War and had served in the Philippines. He talked
of going to Wisconsin to see his daughter and visit
again some land that he owned there. These dreams
went unfulfilled: Hanford died in the spring of 1928
before he could make the trip. His neighbor, C.W.
Shipley, found him dead in his home. Hanford’s
land was taken over by the army during World War
II. As the war came to an end, the estate received
compensation from the federal government.

Hardy, George & Emma

Born: St. Basil, Quebec, Canada

George and Emma Hardy were two Canadians
who spent most of their lives in Alaska. Their farm
was located at Fox near the Fox Spring. The Hardys
divorced in 1923, after which time Emma moved
into a residence located at First and Hall streets in
Fairbanks. George Hardy was fifty-eight years old
when he died and Emma was forty-four. Surviving
the Hardys were three daughters and two sons: Mrs.
Walter Jewell, Cecil, Veronica, Leo, and Albert. Leo
Hardy gave the Hardy land that has the Fox Spring
on it to the territory.

Harrington, George Thomas

Born: January 28, 1863; Ottawa, Canada
Died: December 13, 1926; buried at Clay
Street Cemetery

George Harrington came to Alaska in 1894, first
settling in the Fortymile district where he engaged
in mining. Coming to Fairbanks in 1903, he worked
for many years at driving logs for the mill companies
and in mining. He was successful in gardening. As
early as 1903 he grew thirty-pound cabbages as well
as beets, potatoes, lettuce, and kale. After a lingering
illness, Harrington died at St. Joseph’s Hospital in
1926.

Hielscher, J.F.

Hielscher was a lay partner of Carmack, the first
to discover gold on Bonanza Creek in the Yukon
Territory in 1896. He brought the first herd of cattle

to Fairbanks, and with lumber from Noyes Mill built
the first silo in the district in 1905.
In 1906 Hielscher and his family were headed
down the Yukon River returning to Alaska. At
Five Finger Rapids, the barge or scow they were
on capsized. They lost fifteen cattle and a number
of sheep, as well as all their personal effects. Their
sons Ernest and Herb were almost drowned.
Hielscher farmed in Graehl in 1906. He also was
farming a larger acreage four miles from Fairbanks
on the Farm Road. The 1909 Annual Report of the
Alaska Agriculture Experiment Stations included
Hielscher’s comments on his three years of efforts
to fertilize the land. He was buying manure from
Fairbanks stables for $1 a load. Added to that was
a $3.50 to $4 hauling fee to the Farm Road site.
Allowing a period of two years for the manure to
decay, Hielscher came to the conclusion that the
process took too long and was too expensive. Even
so, he continued to farm on that land until 1915.

Holtman, Adolf & Pete

Adolf Holtman
Born: 1866 in Holland
Died: April 5, 1938 (age 72); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery, Masonic Plot
Pete Holtman
Born: Holland

Pete Holtman and his older brother Adolf were
born in Holland. They came to Alaska in 1908.
The two were woodcutters before they settled on a
piece of land on the Farm Road, land once used by
Jim George. Adolf was fifty-four years old when he
filed for that parcel of land in 1920. Working hard at
farming, the brothers fulfilled their obligations and
acquired the homestead in 1927. This fertile, southfacing land later became Paul Elbert’s farm. It is
known as Scenic Heights Subdivision today.
Farming with horses only, they raised potatoes,
barley, rye, turnips, and rutabagas. Other vegetables
and grains were no doubt raised as well, but the
above mentioned won ribbons at the 1925 fair. Of
the two brothers Adolf was the more gregarious.
Not only did he take the more active role in fair
exhibits, but he also gave talks at meetings of the
Christian Science Church and was elected to the
board of the Tanana Valley Agriculture Association
in 1932. Apparently he was quite a good speaker.
Adolf had a wooden leg and this fact was always
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included when mention was made of him and
prefaced most remembrances. Pete Holtman was
the quiet brother, tall and capable.62
Adolf and Pete experienced a heart-quickening
incident during a visit from their neighbor Claus
Johnson in mid-December 1936. Johnson came to
tell the Holtmans that he had recently been followed
home by some wolves while walking cross-country
from Creamer’s Dairy. It had been dark on the trail,
but not dark enough that he needed his flashlight.
Still, when he heard something on the trail behind
him, Johnson decided to stop and get his flashlight
from his pack. What he saw were not the dogs he
had been expecting. The next day Johnson had
backtracked and discovered that he had been
followed for a long distance. The Holtmans, alarmed
by the story, remembered that they had not seen
or heard their dog for some time. Pete and Claus
Johnson went to check on the animal. Only fifty
feet from the barn, they found him, dead and partly
eaten, the victim of a fierce fight with what looked to
have been three wolves.
In the spring of 1938, Adolf contracted
pneumonia and died at St. Joseph’s Hospital. Pete
moved Outside shortly after his brother’s death. By
the time Paul Elbert bought the land in 1942, Pete
also had passed away.

Hoppe, Otto

Born: February 24, 1860, Berlin, Germany
Died: 1939, Sitka

Hoppe came to Fairbanks in 1904. He was an
accomplished musician, German-trained, earning a
living as an organist, teaching piano, and arranging
music for Fairbanks events. He lived on land along
the Chena River from 1906–1914 and was known
as a gifted gardener. Hoppe remained in Fairbanks
until 1938, living in a cabin near Second Avenue and
Clay Street. He relinquished his homestead, and it
was filed on by Ida Joy Berry.63

Horne, Jack

What a sight it must have been to see the
Independent Lumber Company floating their logs
down the Chena River to their mill during the early
years of Fairbanks! During April of 1916 alone,
when the city found itself in the middle of a wood
shortage, they brought 4,000 cords of wood into the
city in this manner. Jack Horne, using a power saw,

took twenty more cords of dry wood downriver for
the city’s use. Horne was not alone in combining
farming and wood cutting and/or hauling. Winter
woodcutting was common for men who farmed
during the summer.
Directions to Horne’s homestead were to go four
miles out the Richardson Highway and eight miles
farther on Harry Badger’s road. Horne settled on his
land in 1914. When he filed for 320 acres in 1922,
his neighbors Harry Badger, W.D. Wheeler, H.H.
Berry, and L.F. Joy were his witnesses. For years,
Horne’s ranch was a favorite picnic and outing
destination for such Fairbanks clubs as the Eagles
and the Ladies Club. There was an area for outdoor
sports and a baseball diamond. He enjoyed people
coming to his picnic grove, and they enjoyed his
gracious hospitality.
The first bear story of 1932 involved Jack Horne.
He spotted a bear under a cut bank of the Chena
River. He took a shot at it but missed. Discussing
this with a visiting friend, it was decided that the
hole from such a shot would only have served to
devalue the pelt and that they might better try to
take the creature with a snare. Sneaking up behind
it, so the newspaper reported, the two managed to
slip a cable around the bear’s leg. The other end of
the cable had been anchored to a tree. A blow to the
bear’s head and the duo had a perfect bearskin in
hand, plus a great story to tell.
When Horne left Fairbanks in 1944, he had been
in the north country for fifty years. First he was at
Dawson, where he earned the name “The Yukon
Kid.” During the early years of the Nome strike,
Horne acted as marshal to the outlying areas.
His house and barn burned down during
the winter of 1943. A stove in the barn was used
to keep his stored vegetables and potatoes from
freezing. Neighbors Hjalmar Nordale and A. Flintoff
also stored their vegetables in Horne’s barn. An
overheated stovepipe set the barn on fire. Horne was
home and alone. He could not stop the fast-moving
fire from spreading to his cabin. He saved very little
from his home. Without coat or mittens, he walked
to Harry Badger’s place. Badger took him to the
hospital where he was treated for frostbite.
A year later he sold his property to Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Greimann. His plans were to make a new home
in the states, see a brother in Washington and a
sister in Wisconsin. The Greimann property is now
the site of Badger Elementary School.
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Arthur and Alice Hyde’s beautiful home on the bank of the Chena River.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #1977-0089-00052, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Husak, Alexander & Helen

Husak, Alexander
Born: May 21, 1890, Russia
Died: July 17, 1952; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery, Catholic plot
Helen Geraldine Young Husak
Born: Skagway, Yukon Territory

Alexander Husak came to the United States in
the early 1907, landing first in Valdez. After arriving
in the Fairbanks area he kept busy supplying wood
for residents for a few years. He obtained 320 acres
off Farmers Loop Road (formerly the Herb Hilscher
and McIntyre properties) where he operated a farm
and continued to haul wood. In 1944 he received his
naturalization papers. Husak passed away July 17,
1952. Mrs. Husak and two stepchildren, Margaret

and Jack, survived him. Funeral services were held at
the Catholic Chapel.

Hyde, Arthur & Alice [F000352]

Arthur Hyde: Born 1863
Died: Winter 1918-1919, Outside

On ten acres of land Mr. and Mrs. Hyde raised
ten tons of oat hay, three tons of potatoes, one and a
half tons of cabbage with eight- to ten-pound heads,
rhubarb, celery, and turnips the summer of 1908.
This land, used for several years, was productive and
carefully groomed by the owners. Depending on
who was asked, they lived six, seven, or eight miles
from Fairbanks, but closer to the town of Chena
than Fairbanks. The farm was on the north side of
the Chena river. Wood was cut on the Hyde farm for
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the passing wood-burning launches. The handsome
cabin was well built with large windows that let in
the sunlight. A good-sized greenhouse got full sun
as well. Flowers abounded all around the cabin. A
wide path from the river to the house welcomed
visitors.
The Hydes filed for this land in 1914. Three
hundred fourteen acres were quickly transferred to
them, the patent issued in 1918. The Hydes were
thought to have been some of the earliest people to
farm in the area. Although scoffed at by others who
doubted the possibilities for growing crops this far
north when they began farming, their results proved
the naysayers wrong. Hyde sent Outside for his seed
and ordered his equipment from the Montgomery
Ward catalog. The Hydes were invited to attend the
1917 Farmers’ Day activities. A physically active
man, Arthur Hyde pitched in on establishing the fair
grounds and race track on Garden Island. He also
competed in athletic events at the fair each year.
In 1917, unable to shake severe pneumonia,
Arthur moved with Alice to San Diego, California.
When in the spring of 1919 the local Eagles held
their annual memorial service, Arthur Hyde’s name
was among the deceased.

Isaacson, Frank

Born: 1876
Died: May 14, 1941 (age 65); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery

Frank Isaacson was invited to the 1917 Farmers’
Day activities. He was a veteran grower for many
years on the Steese Highway, five miles from town.
The News-Miner mentioned his visit to town May
1930 and added that Isaacson specialized in celery,
and he took great pride in its beauty. In 1941, his
employee, Andrew Peterson, found him near his
cabin in the late evening, dead from a heart attack.

Jankovich, Mihailo “Mike”

Born: 1885, Yugoslavia
Died: December 19, 1963; buried at
Seattle Cemetery

Mike Jankovich came to the Fairbanks area
in 1906. He worked as a teamster for many years,
hauling wood from the Upper Chena River country
for the Northern Commercial Company. He took
up a homestead that later became the University of
Alaska Fairbanks Large Animal Research Station

(known locally as the Muskox Farm). He grew
potatoes, and raised cows, chickens, and pigs. He
also owned property on Garden Island opposite
the train depot, near where the coal bunkers were
located. Here he would move into his house in the
late fall. He also had a barn in which to keep his
livestock during the winter months, moving back to
the farm for the summer.
Jankovich received a patent to his homestead
on March 4, 1926. He shared a wheat crop with
Robert L. Bloom. The farm was named the Bloom
Farm in 1927. As a young man, anxious to learn
English, Jankovich attended the Garden Island grade
school with the young members of the Miller family,
Maxie, Josephine, Henry, and Pauline. He had a
lot of faith in the future of farming in the Tanana
Valley. Eventually he went into partnership with R.K.
Lavery on his farm.
He suffered a heart attack in October of 1963
and arranged for a trip to Seattle for a checkup.
While there he suffered a second heart attack, and
died. Jankovich never married. A brother living
in Yugoslavia survived him, as well as a cousin,
Villy Yankovich, who was living at mile 17 on the
Richardson Highway. Funeral services for Jankovich
were held at the Serbian Orthodox Church in
Seattle.

Jensen, Walter

Walter Jensen, a Danish homesteader, hauled
wood and raised oats on his homestead along
Fairbanks Creek Road in the 1920s. He also worked
sporadically for the Fairbanks Exploration Company.

Johnson, Andrew

The 1908 Alaska Agricultural Experiment
Station annual report listed Johnson as having had
good results from the free seeds he had acquired
from the government and planted on his homestead
along the Tanana River eighteen miles from town.

Johnson, Bert

Bert Johnson was one of nine farmers who, with
the Fairbanks Commercial Club, in 1913 organized
the Tanana Valley Produce Growers Association,
the first joint effort to establish agriculture in the
Tanana Valley.
Johnson farmed for some years after this, as
evidenced by an August 1915 newspaper article
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Claus Johnson, 1878–1959, picture
taken in the 1920s.
—Collection of Bert Stimple

which mentioned his “good oats” and the “hum of
mower and binder” in the valley. The same article
reported that Dick Thorne, the motion picture man,
was taking footage of a binder harvesting grain in
Alaska. These pictures were used for advertising the
potential of Alaska agriculture Outside.

Johnson, Claus(e) H.

Born: 1878 in Sweden
Died: July 1959

Claus Johnson, a bachelor farmer from Sweden,
settled on 320 acres along the Farm Road prior to
1914. Johnson filed his intention to become a United
States citizen in October 1913 and was naturalized
in June of 1917. The fall of 1914, Johnson filed for

his homestead land and received the title in the
fall of 1919. Johnson farmed with horses until the
early 1950s; he did not believe in tractors, he said.
In those years the debate over which was better for
farm work, the tractor or the horse, was a hot one—
hot enough for the strong-minded to argue the point
at length. Johnson held out on this point for years,
but after his horses were killed by a train, neighbor
Paul Elbert talked him into buying a Fordson tractor.
Goats, pigs, chickens, and geese also populated the
Johnson farm. Potatoes were a mainstay cash crop.
To hurry the snow’s melting off the garden, Johnson
spread manure over the land in the spring.
At one time Johnson fenced his front yard with
hog wire and decorated the wire with farm tools
such as sickles, pieces of axes, and saws. In his
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A proud and special moment
for Johnson was when he sat
in the cockpit of a Lockheed
F-80 Shooting Star. Gerry West
comments: “Claus Johnson at
Ladd Field, at an air show in
1952 or 1953. This is probably
one of the happiest days of his
relatively long life, if not THE
happiest. Claus really thought
this was great.”
—Collection of
Gerald M. West

twilight years he had only goats, and these regularly
spent their nights in his house. This practice had
been followed occasionally over the years when
it was very cold or when an animal became sick.
One winter Johnson’s very old and dear horse Spud
fell ill and was also brought into the small house.
Unfortunately Spud died in the cabin, leaving
Johnson with the problem of removing him from the
building. This he did, piece by piece.
In the 1940s Johnson had a horse named Jim
that his neighbor Bert Stimple would occasionally
borrow. Bert and Leah Stimple lived on a farm
just east of Johnson and they helped each other
when the need arose. Once, when an August frost
threatened to ruin the Stimple’s garden, Johnson
stepped in with a helping hand. Together the
homesteaders dragged a rope across the plants,
bending them. As the plants whipped back, the
freezing dew flew off.
During the forty-seven years he lived on
his homestead, Johnson was remembered as a
kindhearted and friendly neighbor. He frequently
loaned his horses; his name is found on numerous
homestead applications as witness; and concern
for his neighbors’ welfare took him to the Holtman
farm to warn of wolves (see story under Holtman,
Adolf and Pete, p. 83). Young Gerry West, who lived
on 160 acres of the former Grenac homestead in the
early 1950s remembered Johnson’s friendship. “He
was like a father to me,” West recalled, adding that
Johnson was “impossible to beat at the Fair.”64

The first cabin Johnson built was replaced by a
second small, attractive red house. Besides raising
potatoes and pigs to sell for cash, Johnson would
occasionally contract with Andrew Olsen to haul
supplies. One contract involved the two men taking
eight horses to Kobi, now Rex, and then hauling
supplies to a mining area near Talkeetna.
The Farm Road was not maintained in the
winter, and Johnson, who lived year round on his
farm, had to make his own winter trail. The trail
for horse and sleigh was along the road. A crosscountry winter walking trail ran across the flats
between Johnson’s farm and Creamers Dairy. It
was a winter trail only because during the summer
months the ground was far too boggy to be passable.
The Farm Road went by Johnson’s house; in fact, it
cut through his homestead.
About 1920 a film was made in Fairbanks and
the outlying areas. It was called The Lure of the
North. Fairbanksan Edward Hill Mack, for a time
District Court Clerk in the city, was involved in the
production. Claus Johnson also had a small part in
this old film: apparently he dressed as a miner with a
pack as one of a group heading for the gold fields.
Gerry West recalls visiting Johnson as a child:
“On the extreme western of his land, just
off the south side of the Loop, (perhaps 100
feet down into the woods), was a beautiful,
clear, and COLD spring. I used to stop there
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often for a drink when I was going by there
on my bike. Sometimes I would find one or
more soft drinks in there also. (I have NO
clue who those might have belonged to).
On the north side of the road was where
as often as not, I had a ‘little buddy’, red
fox, who would come and watch me go by.
I could pass probably twenty feet away, and
she wasn’t bothered at all.
My memory says that Claus left home
at a quite young age to come to Alaska to
find gold. Claus told me that he found some,
but not like the stories said, and he sure as
the world wasn’t rich. For that reason he
decided to homestead where he did.
He had a house, located essentially at
the junction of Grenac and Farmers Loop.
His land followed Grenac, at least until it
bends to the right after leaving farmers
Loop. The house was in rather poor repair at
during this period, a large barn, with enough
manure on the floor that you couldn’t stand
up straight, a herd of goats and some sheep.
He also had three horses, (at least for a
period of time). It was not heated, at least
much, and the door was almost always open
in the summer.
The horses were leased to the Alaska
Railroad, who managed to run them down
with a train and kill them. When he was
paid for them by the railroad, Paul Elbert
convinced Claus to buy a Fordson tractor.
This is not a large machine, but Claus had
a terrible time driving it. He could finally
“handle” it, though he was never, that I
knew, proficient in handling it.
When we moved up on the hill, (the end
of “Back Acres” road), now Grenac Road,
Claus though it was really great that he
would even have some one who would stop
by on Halloween to trick-or-treat. He was
sorely disappointed when, due to distance…
we children didn’t show up.
He used to give us goat milk. Yuk. I
thought it was BAD. People said that it was
because goat hair got into it. I don’t know,
but after the first time or two, I wouldn’t
even try it.
From Claus’ driveway, turning right
toward College, you went down a hill, and

on to a flat area, (still much the same, but
the hill has been made a more moderate
climb). That flat area was quite wet, and
the road had originally been corduroyed,
and graveled over that. When we were first
moving up there the corduroy rotted out,
and turned into a quagmire, with a solid
crust on the top.
We were moving bee hives up to the
property, and saw Claus coming out across
that portion. Stewart and Claus conversed
a bit about the road, and other than the
Fordson bending the crust, no problem
was evident. Stewart started across with
the Farmall H, but being heaver, it broke
through the crust, and settled on the axles.
Needless to say, Stewart was not a happy
camper. ’Specially when he had to hoof it to
Paul Elbert’s place, get him to come down
with one of his tractors and pull him out.
It was not a fun day getting things up to
the new farmstead.
I used to work some for him, cutting
seed potatoes, riding the planter. I also used
to ride/work his two row transplanting
machine, transplanting cauliflower, cabbage
and broccoli.
Paul’s housekeeper sure used to prepare
some GREAT meals for lunch when I was
working there.
Won many ribbons at the Tanana Valley
Fairs. On caveat though, was: If Claus
Johnson entered, you damn well had to be in
a different class, ‘cause if you weren’t, your
gonna lose!
In the spring-ish portion of the year
(remember it was COLD in those days),
Claus would load up his manure spreader,
and go out and spread it on top of the snow.
Well, guess what! That with the sun melted
the snow before any one else’s ground, and
now the earth would start getting warm
long before any one else’s ground, as well as
spreading all that wonderful manure. Like I
say, he was UNBEATABLE in whatever he
entered. Thank God he wasn’t in 4-H!”65
Jessen’s Weekly reported on December 31, 1943,
that personnel in the post office were concerned
about Johnson because he had not picked up his
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mail since mid-November, despite the fact that he
normally made the trip in from his farm every two
weeks. This concern was reported to the United
States marshal, but as it turned out all was well. To
those remembering Claus Johnson, memories often
began with a smile or a chuckle. This likable Swede
survived another fifteen years after the Jessen’s alert.
He died on his homestead in 1959.

Joy, “Lou” Lewis F.

Born: 1890 Clarkmill, New York
Died: December 31, 1971, Gassville,
Arkansas

Lou Joy arrived in Skagway in 1899 with his
parents. In 1902 his father was killed in a hunting
accident. His mother, Ida May Joy, then took the
family back to New York State. In 1914 she and the
children returned to Alaska, coming to Fairbanks.
The family settled on Otto Hoppe’s relinquished
homestead, taking the steps necessary to acquire
the land. Following his mother’s marriage to H.H.
Berry in 1917 and her death in 1920, Lou continued
to prove up on the land. He bought out the interests
of the other heirs and worked the land. By 1922,
a patent was issued to Ida May Joy posthumously.
In 1925, Lou homesteaded land on Badger Road,
raising vegetables. He did truck gardening on a
neatly cultivated plot of land. Joy worked in the
Northern Commercial power plant and later on for
Municipal Utilities Services until 1957. His broad
interest in local education resulted in his election to
the school board in the Fairbanks District in 1928,
with a subsequent twenty-five years of service on
the board. Joy Elementary School was named for
him in 1961.

Kaprivica, Toma (Sam, Koprivitza)
[F000385]

Born: 1873 in Montenegro
Died October 4, 1948 (age 75) Fairbanks

Toma Kaprivica came to the Interior in the
early 1900s. He was a Fairbanks Creek miner and
woodcutter at Meehan, a small mining town on
Discovery Creek, as well as a farmer. Owning
mining claims on several creeks did not deter him
from raising a garden each summer. Witnesses to
his 1914 application for homestead land were P.J.
Rickert, Frank Miller, E.H. Stroecker, and Anton
Radak. By May 1922 Kaprivica had filed the final

paperwork for his homestead located on Birch
Hill near present-day Shannon Park. Growing
prize-winning vegetables and sharing his excellent
garden produce with his neighbors was his joy in
later years. Jessen’s Weekly noted beautiful celery
and one-pound rutabagas he had grown on his
waste (compost) pile. Being a thrifty man, Kaprivica
apparently would empty his dishwater onto the
waste pile. The combination of plentiful water and
abundant compost caused the plants growing there
to thrive. Kaprivica died at St. Joseph’s Hospital
after a short illness. He had no survivors in Alaska
or in the United States. His nephew Louis from
Montenegro spent time in Alaska but had returned
to Europe.

Katsantres, Frank

A 1919 map of the Fairbanks area shows
Katsantres as owning land in the Brown’s Hill area
along Badger Road. The authors are unaware of
other information about Katsantres.

Keenan, Thomas John

Keenan filed on 260 acres of homestead land in
May of 1916 and received a patent ten years later in
June of 1926. The homestead site was near the top of
Gilmore Trail.

Keller, J.C.

Before the 1915 fair, farmers registered their
intent to show produce. J.C. Keller is one of the
names on this list.

Kennedy, Aaron

Aaron Kennedy, a rancher at Olnes in 1917, had
an excellent crop of hay that fall. He harvested more
than twenty-five tons, and hoped to have half as
much again under cover before winter set in.

Kolde, George

Born: 1859, Germany
Died: June 17, 1923

George Kolde, known as “Bismark,” meaning
rightness of character, moved to a ranch opposite
the Rickert Ranch on May 9, 1908. Kolde and his
partner Dan Brennan cleared eight acres of land
and planted oats. The crop when mature was tall
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George Kolde’s wheat field, August 8, 1919.

—Agricultural Experiment Stations, Accession #1968-0004-00126, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

and abundant. Kolde and Brennan had no means
to thresh the grain so the crop was cut for hay
and sold at a handsome profit. Kolde applied for
his homestead of 173 acres on Feb. 25, 1915 and
received his deed Dec. 14, 1916. Starting early, he
gradually forged ahead until he made about $6,000
worth of improvements on his homestead. By the
summer of 1916 he already had forty acres under
cultivation.
In 1916 Kolde tried an experiment, growing new
potatoes for Christmas Day, not grown outdoors,
nor in a greenhouse, but in a cellar. Planting them in
the latter part of the summer, although they lacked
sunlight, they came up nicely and in time matured;
they were small, but ripened as well as those on the
hillside. They were quite mealy. The total yield was
100 pounds.
Kolde was sent to Morningside asylum in
Portland, Orgeon, on June 17, 1923, where he
died Jan. 10, 1924. His field was purchased by the
Fairbanks Airplane Corporation in April 1925.

LaZelle, Herman Alanson & Annette
[F000356]
Born: 1880 in Marion, Iowa
Died: March 1932 (age 52); buried at
Fairbanks
Annette LaZelle

The LaZelle family came to Alaska and Chena
in 1905. They moved to Fairbanks and onto their
homestead in 1911. In 1914 LaZelle filed for 320
acres of land on which they had already been
living, receiving title in 1920. Their home was built
against the steep hillside; the porch leading to the
front door was supported by tall posts. LaZelle
Road turned off the Fox Road at the base of Birch
Hill, leading to the LaZelle farm. Mr. and Mrs.
LaZelle and their children Harriet, Hazel, Harvey,
and Mason were an active and energetic family.
While the parents farmed the children were off to
school, getting married and finding interesting jobs.
The newspapers reported many of the children’s
activities, as well as their visits to the homestead to
see their parents. The LaZelles frequently exhibited
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their vegetables at the fair. The 1930 fair was a good
one for Mrs. LaZelle and her poultry. In the Leghorn
class she won first prize for her pen of old chickens.
She also placed first with two Rhode Island Red
entries. One was a pen of “old birds,” the other a pen
of young birds.
LaZelle continued to farm after the death of his
wife. He had raised primarily root crops, potatoes,
carrots, and rutabagas. LaZelle introduced the
Green Mountain potato to the area and encouraged
James McGrath to grow that variety as well. The
house burned during World War II, after their land
(as well as several other properties) was taken over
by the federal government.

LeClair, Frances Robert

Born: 1856 in Belleview, Iowa
Died: October 6, 1931 (age 76); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery

From the time of her arrival in Dawson in
1902 until her death in Fairbanks in 1931, Frances
LeClair spent every year except 1914 in the north
country. She arrived in Fairbanks in 1905 and filed
for homestead land on the north side of the Chena
River, just east of present-day Hamilton Acres. She
and her husband James lived for many years on this
land before moving into Fairbanks. The newspaper
funeral notice used the name Frances Swartz
LeClair, although the name on her application for
homestead was Frances Robert LeClair.

May, Richard

Born: November 13, 1859 in North
Carolina
Died: September 4, 1938; buried at Sitka
Pioneer Plot
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Richard May was born in North Carolina and
came to Alaska in 1906. He mined on Vault and
Pedro creeks and in 1909 took up a homestead
five miles north of Fairbanks, filing the paperwork
November 6, 1914. He received his deed in 1920.
Witnesses were Charles Desjardins, James McIntyre,
William Robbins, and Roy Schafer. May entered the
Pioneer Home in Sitka in 1935 and remained there
until his death three years later.

Mahoney, Patrick J. & Clara Jane Holmes
Patrick Mahoney
Married: May 11, 1921
Died: December 25, 1923; buried at Clay
Street Cemetery
Clara Jane Holmes
Died June, 1929, Fairbanks

Patrick Mahoney took up a homestead near the
Agricultural Experiment Station on June 8, 1917.
Already a veteran of the Interior, he had great faith
in its agricultural possibilities and was eager to
develop the ground he had selected. He married
Clara Holmes in 1921 at her home near Hall Street.
Clara had lived in Douglas, Alaska, before the
Klondike strike. She owned property at Cripple
Creek. Only two years later, Mahoney froze to death
on a cold December day under somewhat peculiar
circumstances. His body was found by a woodcutter,
Chris Jokels, in the flats south of the Northern
Commercial Company woodyards directly west of
the Bjerremark Ranch. He was lying face down in
the snow, wrapped in a buttoned coat but with no
mittens. It was presumed he must have wandered
down Barnette Street through the wood lot and onto
the narrow sled trail there. Clara died in June 1929
at St. Joseph’s Hospital after suffering a stroke.

Martin, Nels “Spud” [F000403]

Nels Martin filed on 320 acres of Birch Hill land
April 1915. This homestead was located in the area
of Birch Hill Cemetery and LaZelle Road. By May
1920, Martin had relinquished the entry. He was
known as “Spud” to the people of Fairbanks. A Coast
and Geodetic Survey team named a triangulation
point on the homestead “Spud.” This was located
along the Fairbanks Base Line. After Martin stopped
using the land, it was farmed by Charles Shipley.

Matetich, Vincent (Mattich) [F000372]

This longtime, active farmer successfully
completed the homestead requirements on 320
acres in 1924; however, he had started the process
in 1914. His witnesses were Daniel Jones, John
Grenac (spelled Granatz on the document),
Hampton Ballaine, and Charles Miller. The
homestead was located in the Birch Hills above the
Holtman brothers’ land. The first cigar made with
homegrown tobacco recorded in Fairbanks was
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raised by Matetich in 1912. However, wheat, oats,
and potatoes rather than tobacco were his staples.
Grain and potatoes earned him blue ribbons at
the fair. Adolf and Pete Holtman grew potatoes on
the Matetich land in the late 1930s. The coming
of World War II brought changes to the area.
Tony Radak, whose partner had died in 1930, was
required to vacate his homestead for Ladd Field,
now Fort Wainwright. Matetich and he formed a
new partnership and decided to farm together on
Matetitch’s hillside land. In time Radak became sole
owner of the property. The authors found no record
about what became of Vincent Matetich.

McAtee, Edmond Francis

Edmund McAtee was an elderly man when he
settled around 1909 on 318 acres located on what
is now the Steese Highway. He did not file on the
land until 1915 and did not receive a patent until
February 8, 1926. McAtee was found to be insane
before the United States Commissioner M.R. Boyd,
and was commuted to the Morningside asylum in
Portland, Oregon. In 1945, Ken Murray, real estate
agent, purchased the McAtee property for several
hundred dollars.

McCool, Thomas Jacob [F000400]

Born: 1853 in Waterford, Ontario,
Canada
Arrived: Skagway 1893
Died: May 6, 1924 (age 71); buried at Clay
Street Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Jacob McCool immigrated from Canada in 1881.
McCool selected and filed on 320 acres on the north
side of Birch Hill in March of 1915. This acreage was
relinquished in May 1923. In 1920 he was a widower
living alone. He had a cabin in Graehl. Two friends,
concerned because they had heard him complaining
of heart trouble, went to check on him one day in
May 1924 and found he had died. It is not known
with certainty when he came to Fairbanks, but he
was an early resident; his obituary noted that he had
joined the Fraternal Order of Eagles in 1905.

McCoy, John

Born: 1869
Died: February 8, 1922 in Tacoma,
Washington (age 53)

McCoy came to Alaska by way of St. Michael
in 1898. He settled on and filed for eighty acres of
homestead land in 1915. This parcel was located
six miles upstream from Fairbanks. There McCoy
farmed and cut wood to make his living. In June of
the year he filed, he reported a huge forest fire in
the area of his homestead that could be seen from
Fairbanks. June 1921, six years later, McCoy was
brought to town in Charles Main’s boat. Main had
discovered his neighbor helpless and paralyzed at
his home. McCoy was taken to Tacoma, where he
died the following February.

McGrath, Charles

Born: 1909
Married: Dorothy Melvin Gasdon
Died: August 15, 1974, Fairbanks

Charles J. McGrath was born on Engineer Creek
in 1909 and lived there until 1913. In May of 1926, at
the age of fourteen, Charles suffered from a gunshot
wound. He attended school in Fairbanks and
graduated from the Fairbanks High School in 1927,
one of thirteen graduates. He later attended Iowa
State University. In 1940, McGrath suffered a severe
injury, losing an arm in a tractor accident. After his
father died, he sold his property and moved into
town. He married Dorothy Melvin Gasdon. He
spent his later winters at the Claremont Hotel in
Seattle, but always returned to his home on Eighth
Avenue for the summer months. The McGrath
house and root cellar he and his father stored
potatoes in still can be seen at Eighth and Barnette
Street. Charles died at the Fairbanks Memorial
Hospital.

McGrath, James Francis

Born: 1869 in Minnesota
Married: Anna Geegan in 1898
Died: 1952, Fairbanks; buried at Birch
Hill Cemetery

James McGrath was born in Minnesota and
came into the Turnagain Arm area on Cook Inlet
in 1896, where he prospected at Hope for a season
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For many years James McGrath and his son Charles were known as the “Potato Kings of the Tanana
Valley.” Photo taken August 1938.

—Agricultural Experiment Stations, Accession #1968-0004-00305, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

with little success. He returned to his home in the
states.
In 1898 McGrath married Anna Geegan,
a schoolteacher, and returned to the north. He
prospected, mined, and freighted on Hawker
Creek for a while, then moved to Fairbanks shortly
after gold was discovered in the area in 1903. The
McGraths then moved to Engineer Creek where
they made their home with several other families.
On Engineer Creek, McGrath worked for Wild
Goose Association Mining Company. Later he was
talked into drilling a tunnel 425 feet through one
of the nearby hills in search of gold quartz, but this
venture proved fruitless. McGrath eventually tired
of mining, and in 1913 he took out 160 acres of
homestead land on a hillside overlooking Fairbanks
and started raising potatoes. He figured that the rock

content in the soil would cause a condensation in
the cool of evening, retaining the moisture. McGrath
proved potatoes could be grown in cold soil.
In the early days, farmers sent for potato seed
which would grow in the area, not only from the
states but also from Europe. H.C. LaZelle, who
farmed on Birch Hill, brought in some Green
Mountain potatoes and asked Mr. McGrath to
try them. They proved to be of excellent quality.
Through hill selection an acre at a time, McGrath
developed them into a high-producing and highquality product that easily competed with Outside
potatoes shipped into the country at that time.
He thought the land needed more nutrients so he
ordered 84,750 pounds of fertilizer to be distributed
among the potato farmers in the area. On the
hillside, McGrath was raising potatoes that were
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The McIntyre farm was located along the Farm Road. The house still stands, but the fields that once
grew potatoes and wheat are filled with homes. This photo was taken about 1914.
—Archie Lewis Collection, Accession #1989-0006-00047, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

often mealy, while farmers on the flats were getting
watery potatoes. McGrath’s potatoes were generally
much bigger than those of the lowland growers.

McIntyre, James Donald

Born: 1866
Died: August 2, 1933, Fairbanks; buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery

James McIntyre was a well-known freighter
in the Fairbanks district in 1915. On May 1 that
year he married Agnes Dubinska, their wedding
solemnized by Reverend Bruce at the Presbyterian
manse. They made their home on Garden Island.
McIntyre applied for a ranch on February 22, 1915.
Witnesses were Richard May, Charles Desjardins,
Claus Johnson, and James William.
A big, talkative man, McIntyre was a successful
farmer, specializing in potatoes and wheat. In 1921
he brought in 2,500 pounds of flour from locally
grown wheat. As a grain grower he was interested in
the Tanana Valley Agriculture Association flouring
mill and acted as its director in its early years.

McIntyre farmed about 100 acres with eight horses,
harvesting an average of twenty bushels of wheat per
acre.
July 1928 a huge forest fire came close to
destroying several farms. This fire began between
McIntyre’s ranch and the Hinckley Dairy. Fortunately, with the help of Fairbanks firemen and their
chemical truck, the fire was contained between the
Farm Road and the Ester Road. Clouds of smoke
rose hundreds of feet into the air and a west wind
pushed the flames closer to farm buildings and the
edge of town. In the end, though, all the buildings
were saved. The fire was blamed on a farmer burning brush, although some thought it was started by
some children who started a blaze at the foot of a
tree in which a squirrel they wanted to catch had
taken refuge. After McIntyre’s death in 1933, his
ranch was taken over by Alec Husak and remained
in that family for many years. Some of the land was
later subdivided.
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J.D. McIntyre’s field of
wheat. Four and a half
acres of Romanov wheat
produced twenty bushels
per acre.

—Accession #1968-000400125, Archives, Alaska
and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

Miller, Charles [F000401]

Born: September 12, 1869 in San
Francisco
Died: August 24, 1932, Fairbanks (age 63);
buried at Clay Street Cemetery

Charles Miller filed an application for 320 acres
of homestead land in 1915 and received the title in
1923. He raised potatoes and in 1917 was one of the
Tanana Valley Agriculture Association members
to supply potatoes for the first contract (see Part I,
Chapter 6, p. 31). For a time in the 1920s he served
as an officer for the organization. This well-liked
pioneer farmer died at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 1932.
His farming friends and neighbors gave him a fine
funeral service of singing, organ music, and flowers.
Neighbors Claus Johnson, Hampton Ballaine,
William Borden, Villy Yankovich, Pete Holtman,
and Mike Jankovich carried their friend the last final
steps. Miller’s land, between Ballaine and Auburn
roads off Farmers Loop, was acquired by President
Bunnell of the nearby college. After World War II,
Gordon and Marilyn Herreid purchased some of
the land. Their Pearl Creek Farm on the southeast
corner of the original homestead continues to grow
produce.

Miller, Frank & Mary
Postcard showing potato harvest at Frank and
Mary Miller’s farm. A postal cancellation mark
(dated August 21, 1922) shows faintly over the
upper left corner.
—Courtesy of Candy Waugaman

The Miller family, Frank, Mary, and four
children, arrived in Fairbanks in 1906. It took two
months of travel to reach Fairbanks from Anaconda,
Montana, by train, steamboat, another train, and
riverboat. The family lived on Garden Island near
the present-day Alaska Railroad Depot. As the
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family grew in number, the garden behind the house
ceased to produce enough to fulfill their needs.
The Millers acquired a 160-acre homestead west of
town along today’s Miller Hill Road. The children
now numbered eleven and the entire family pitched
in raising food. They raised goats and pigs; grew
potatoes, turnips, beets, carrots, and cabbage. There
was milk and sausage, sauerkraut, wild game, and
homemade bread. The family picked berries that
made delicious jams and jellies. For most of his
many years in Fairbanks, Frank Miller worked as a
gold miner. He also owned and operated the Miner’s
Home Saloon in Fairbanks and Iditarod.

Miller, Herman

Miller filed for sixty acres downstream from the
city garbage dump but on the opposite side of the
Chena River on October 24, 1930. At that time the
dump was located on the First Avenue side of the
Armory approximately between where the curling
rink and the Carlson Center are today.

Miller, J.V.

Very little is known about this homesteader. A
May 26, 1931 Fairbanks Daily News-Miner article
read: “Mr. and Mrs. J.V. Miller’s covered wagon
trailer home, used for their trip from New Salem,
North Dakota, to Seattle was unloaded from the
freight train and assembled. They will live in it until
the house on the homestead is built.”66

Montcalm, Gideon George

Born: 1843 in Quebec, Canada
Died: February 22, 1924, Fairbanks;
buried at Clay Street Cemetery

Gideon Montcalm was born in Quebec, Canada,
in 1843. He came north in 1895 seeking his fortune
in Dawson, Nome, and finally Fairbanks. He mined
for a time on Fairbanks Creek. In 1912, at the age of
sixty-nine, he applied for his United States citizenship. (He had actually taken out his papers thirty
years before somewhere in Michigan, but as he
could not remember the name of the town, they
could not be traced.) By 1916 Montcalm was engaged in woodcutting, but his health failed him and
as a result he was no longer able to properly take
care of himself. He was admitted to St. Joseph’s Hospital and lived there until his death. Funeral services
were held at the Catholic Church on February 25.

Murray, E.G.

Murray had seven acres of land under
cultivation in 1909. One acre was a truck garden
where he planted 125 pounds of seed potatoes,
as well as cabbage, carrots, turnips, and peas. The
potato harvest yielded 3,000 pounds. The remaining
six acres were planted in oat hay. That season
Murray cut ten tons of good oat hay. That same
year Murray decided to sell his land to the Hinckley
family, but the official change of ownership was not
completed until 1917.

Myers, J. Austin (Meyers)

Born: about 1861 in Morriston, Illinois
(Whiteside County)

An enthusiastic old man arrived in Fairbanks to
farm in 1929. He was J. Austin Myers of Morriston,
Illinois. His passion for Alaska and the potential
for agriculture in the state flowed from his heart in
spoken word and in his writings. Myers found land
along the Farm Road and commenced to farm. He
had first-prize-winning entries in the 1930 and 1931
fairs for his red clover, Alaska clover, wild legumes,
and orchard grass.
Letters that Myers wrote to his hometown
friends in Illinois were taken to the local newspaper,
and some were printed. The Illinois paper sent
a reprint to the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner,
resulting in the editorial, “A Farmer’s Viewpoint.”67
In it, Myers stated that “Alaska is a great agricultural
region” and “Fairbanks is a very busy city, it has
the same relation as Chicago to Illinois…. It has
thousands of 160 acre homesteads waiting for Tom,
Dick and Harry and families to raise some of the
$5,000,000 in food products shipped to the Territory
yearly. Most things grown in Morriston will grow in
Fairbanks.” Myers went on to explain the abundance
of wild berries, and describe the domestic berries
and rhubarb that matured and never failed to
produce. The vegetables and grains grown in the
Tanana Valley also impressed Myers and caused him
to compare the importance of the Tanana Valley to
the Mississippi Valley. Myers explained to his friends
that he was “allowed five caribou, one moose, no
limit on bear, geese, ducks and small game.”68 He
listed the things he liked about living in Fairbanks:
the fine people, lots of wood, good roads. good
schools, no wind, lots of bumblebees and hornets,
the College and Agricultural Experiment Station.
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The Magnus Nelson ranch.
Grain is being dried on racks
in the foreground, rows of
potatoes in the distance.
—Albert J. Johnson,
Accession #1989-016600664 N, Archives, Alaska
and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

Myers then concluded that “Alaska is beautiful in
many ways.”69
The Western Stock Show was held in Denver
from January 14 to 24, 1931. Free space had been
offered for a Tanana Valley display. Myers offered his
services and time to take an agricultural exhibit to
Colorado. Enough farmers and businessmen liked
the idea and donated money to send both Myers and
the exhibit to Denver. It was a big success. The show
manager thought it the best exhibit he had handled;
some 50,000 people saw it and got a taste of the
agricultural potential of the Tanana Valley. Above
the display Myers placed a sign with the thoughtful
statement: “Unlearn what you have learned about
Alaska.” After the Stock Show the exhibit was
displayed in the window of the Denver American
Automobile Association. Myers returned home to
Fairbanks, bringing pictures of the display. These
were placed in the Fairbanks Agency Company
window. Myers returned to his homestead to begin
his spring work.
In mid-October 1931 Myers was interviewed
by the News-Miner. The October 17 paper titled the
story “Alaska Still Looks Good to Myers.” Asked if
he still liked living in the valley, his thoughtful albeit
long answer began with a story. Myers had visited a
farm that was for sale and in conversation asked the
owner if he had lived there all his life. The farmer’s
reply was—“Not yet.” That was how he, Myers, felt.

He liked “living where the wind doesn’t blow the
feathers off the chicken.”70 He then went on to praise
the wonderful vegetables raised in the valley. The
potatoes had the best flavor of any he had eaten in
seventy years, better flavor than those grown in “the
hills of Maine, or the black soil of Illinois, or the
rich valleys of the Dakotas or the red fertile soil of
Missouri or the rocky slopes of Colorado.”71 Myers
went on to laud the fruits, flowers, and kindness of
the people. He ended his answer with an emphatic:
“I testify that this valley that holds Fairbanks is a
good place to own a home and that’s enough, and if
my impressions are published some folks won’t like
it, but others will and I can always be found on my
homestead on the banks of the Tanana.”72
Myers became ill in December and was hospitalized for three weeks at St. Joseph’s Hospital. After
Christmas, he went Outside by train and boat to get
medical attention. While in Seattle he wrote a letter
to the News-Miner. Tired out from the long trip and
with more miles to cover, he took time to let the
newspaper know he had found supporters for a road
linking Alaska and the Lower 48. (This was a popular subject in Fairbanks during the 1930s.) Myers
was en route to Los Angeles to stay the winter with
his son and to see a specialist concerning his health.
Myers died while in California, and his son, Paul
Percey Myers, inherited his estate.
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Record-setting rutabagas grown by Peter Nelson about 1919.
—Courtesty of Candy Waugaman

Myers, Paul Percy

Paul Myers came to the Interior from California.
After arriving in the Fairbanks district, he applied
for a homestead in 1930.

Nelson, Magnus [F000386]

Off the Fox Road, Magnus Nelson selected forty
acres to homestead in 1914. Title was transferred
to him in 1919. A grower of grains, Nelson brought
the first flour mill to the Interior (and in fact to the
entire Territory) so that he could mill his own flour.
This progressive step on the part of one farmer
eventually led to the idea of a large flour mill for all
of the area’s grain growers.

Nelson, Peter August [F000361]

Died: December 14, 1919 in California

In August of 1914, Peter Nelson filed on 320
acres of homestead land six miles from Fairbanks
on the Fox Road. An enthusiastic man, he joined
the newly formed Tanana Valley Agriculture
Association. His potatoes made up part of the
organization’s first contract the fall of 1917 (see Part

I, Chapter 6, p. 31). He left Fairbanks the next year,
ill with tuberculosis. Nelson died in a California
sanatorium a week before the homestead title was
transferred to him.

Newcomb, Oliver Hayes [F000353]
Born: 1853

An early arrival in Fairbanks, Newcomb
sold hay from Noyes Saw Mill Office from 1903
to 1906. He filed on 240 acres in July of 1914
and received the patent in June 1922. Witnesses
to his filing for homestead were Melvin Sabin,
Thomas J. McCool, William Furness, and Alvin M.
Sterns. Homesteading was a big undertaking, and
Newcomb was over sixty years of age at the time.
Eventually he sold his land to Harry Bentley.

Nissen, George

Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

George Nissen took up a homestead five miles
up the Chena Slough from Fairbanks in 1908 where
he successfully grew fruit trees and berries. He
also proved that the soil was very rich for growing
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potatoes; his yield in 1914 was estimated at 13,200
pounds—an average of 1,000 pounds per acre.
Nissen was arrested in the early morning of August
26, 1918, after having entered the Schultz Second
Hand Store on First Avenue and taken a shotgun.
When the proprietor tried to take the gun away,
Nissen claimed he had purchased it, but eventually
gave up the weapon. Nissen was considered
mentally unbalanced and dangerous. He was
apprehended in his room at the Nordale Hotel and
taken to the city jail. It is not known what happened
to him after this incident.

O’Connor, John James & Bridget Cragen
[F001111 (2nd application)]
Born: 1856 near Dublin, Ireland
Married: 1876 in New York
Died: April 23, 1928 (age 72)

At the age of forty-two, John James O’Connor
joined the Klondike gold rush in 1898. Born near
Dublin, Ireland, he migrated to New York at age
sixteen. At twenty he married Bridget Cragen. The
couple moved to Montreal, Canada, Minnesota,
and then Tacoma, Washington, where they lived for
fifteen years before gold lured O’Connor north. A
son, Pat, joined his father in 1899, and the rest of the
large family moved to Dawson in 1900.
Mr. and Mrs. O’Connor moved to Fairbanks in
1903 with their six children. They settled on land
along the south bank of the Chena River in an area
that is now part of Fort Wainwright.
Mrs. O’Connor filed for 103 acres in August,
1923. This land is now Lemeta, along Noyes Slough.
She received title to the land in May of 1930. The
streets of Lemeta are named after the women in the
O’Connor family: Bridget, Margaret, and Kathryn.73
Having never left the north country after his
arrival, John James O’Connor died of pneumonia
in 1928. In the early years he had prospected, but
later his time was spent at the homestead. He was
survived by his wife Bridget, sons Pat (a well-known
law enforcement officer in the Interior), Jack (who
mined for a time at Brooks), and Joe (who mined
at Chatanika), and daughters Kathryn of Fairbanks,
Margaret of Anchorage, and Mrs. James Coda, who
lived in Dawson.

Ohrenschall, Robert R.

Robert and Mrs. Ohrenschall and their
son came from Nenana to Fairbanks in 1934.
Ohrenschall took up land for farming near the ski
cabin off the Steese Highway about two miles from
Fairbanks. The family had been living in the cabin
while building their own house in a stand of timber
about 300 yards from the site. A serious accident
occurred on August 11, 1939, when Ohrenschall was
driving a well using a boiler to generate power. The
boiler exploded and a piece of debris struck him on
the head causing a concussion of the brain. A group
of women had come to call on Mrs. Ohrenschall;
it was they who discovered him unconscious after
the blast. Ohrenschall was taken by ambulance to
St. Joseph’s Hospital where he improved slowly.
The authors have found no further information
concerning this man or his farming operation.

Oldroyd, Lorin T. & Aileen

Lorin Oldroyd
Died: Oct. 6, 1968 (age 81), Sun City,
Arizona
Aileen Oldroyd
Died: June 18, 1959

Lorin Oldroyd operated the University of Alaska
Fairbanks Experiment Farm and was the director of
the Cooperative Extension Service for many years.
He sponsored work by the 4-H Potato Club and the
4-H Poultry Club, two children’s agriculture clubs
organized in the late 1930s (see Children’s Clubs, p.
165). In 1942 a group of farmers met with Oldroyd
and the agricultural agent from the Matanuska
Valley. During this meeting, the farmers claimed
they could double their previous year’s acreage of
potatoes if they had a market for the results. At that
time, around 100 acres were producing potatoes
in the Fairbanks area, but tons of local potatoes
were being thrown away because they could not
compete with cheaper imported potatoes. Mrs.
Aileen Oldroyd was the owner of the Spud Nut
Shop in Fairbanks, where she made and sold a kind
of doughnut she called “spudnuts,” from potato flour.
The Oldroyds left the state in 1952 to reside in Salt
Lake City, Utah. They were very active in the Latter
Day Saints church.
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Papadopoulas, William Demietrous
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Few facts of record have been found about
Papadopoulas. He was an invited guest to the
Farmers’ Day activities in 1917. On June 5, 1917 he
was naturalized in Fairbanks. To acquire homestead
land one needed to be a citizen of the United States.
His sponsors were L. Golden and R.M. Crawford.
He filed on about forty acres high on Birch Hill
about a mile due east of the Birch Hill Cemetery.

Pearl, James Maurice
Born: 1878

Iowa-born James Pearl came to Fairbanks in
1923 with Paul Greimann. The two men settled on
land along the present-day Richardson Highway and
began growing award-winning vegetables. The fair
displays of vegetables Pearl grew were excellent. He
also earned a second-place ribbon for his efforts at
pie making and for his pickle entry. Winning ribbons
at the Anchorage fair was a challenge Interior farmers enjoyed. Pearl was awarded ribbons for string
beans, white clover, and marrow fat peas at the 1925
Anchorage fair. He became a board member of the
Tanana Valley Agriculture Association in 1925. A
March 1931 Potato Conference held in Fairbanks
included a round table discussion of potato diseases
and remedies with Pearl as moderator.
Pearl was a veteran of the Spanish-American
War and for a time had been a Pinkerton detective.
He farmed in Fairbanks, but he and Paul Greimann
also operated a successful business called Standard
Garage. He turned his portion of the business over
to Greimann in 1929. Pearl remained active in
the TVAA and was elected to the executive board
in 1932. He was involved in the activities of the
Presbyterian Church as well. In May 1931 he was
sent as a delegate to the Presbyterian Assembly in
Pittsburgh. While Pearl was Outside, he developed
a troubling eye ailment which was looked at
by doctors at the United States Naval Hospital
in Washington, D.C. A two-month stay at the
hospital to ascertain the cause of periodic attacks of
blindness did little to correct the problem. So Pearl
returned to Fairbanks and his farm.
In March 1938, sixty-year-old Pearl was
seriously injured while cutting wood. A log rolled
on him, fracturing two ribs and causing probable
internal injuries. During a lengthy stay at St.

Joseph’s Hospital he slowly overcame paralysis,
unconsciousness, and pneumonia.

Pearson, E.

In 1916 a man named E. Pearson had a ranch
in the Fairbanks area, though it is not clear exactly
where this was located. After successfully wintering
a small flock of sheep, he hoped to raise them on a
larger scale. The first pair of sheep shears sold by the
Northern Commercial Company’s Fairbanks store
were purchased by Pearson.

Pease, Mrs. Emma

In 1907 Emma Pease planted currant bushes,
but due to late frosts on May 9 and 11, followed by
a heavy snow, the plants did not survive. No further
information seems to be available about this early
Fairbanks resident.

Pernstich, John [F00397]

In March of 1915 John Pernstich filed an
application for nearly 320 acres of homestead land
near Engineer Creek and the Fox Road. This land
was located close to what is today the pipeline
viewing area. A final proof was filed in February
1923 but rejected in August 1925. The land was not
conveyed to Pernstich and the case died. The fall
of 1923 Pernstich got himself into serious trouble
with his neighbor B.J. Everman and the law. He was
accused of shooting four of Everman’s cows and
killing one outright. He was taken to jail at the time
of his arrest, but it is not known how long he served.

Peterson, A.S.
Died: 1913

A.S. Peterson was an aged rancher who came
to the Fairbanks area in the early years. He died of
Bright’s disease.

Phillips, John [F000441]

Born: about 1860
Died: September 17, 1941

John Phillips arrived in Fairbanks in 1905 and
filed on 105 acres west of downtown Fairbanks,
on the south side of the Chena River, in January of
1916. The land is in the area of the Carlson Center.
In November 1921 the land was relinquished.
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The Radak brothers pose in the midst of the carrot harvest. Tony, on the left, and John are cutting tops
off the carrots. Their cabbage crop is displayed behind them.

—Agricultural Experiment Stations, Accession #1968-0004-00326, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Phillips was a prospector and miner, occupations he
continued until his death. After a period of illness in
1940 when friends watched over him at his home at
617 Seventh Avenue, his housekeeper, Nancy Luke,
found him dead there.

Pomeroy, Oscar S.

Oscar Pomeroy was a Spanish-American War
veteran. Before coming to Alaska he had farmed
in New York, Kansas, and Nebraska. Shortly after
his arrival to the Interior in June 1938, he took up
a homestead at mile 60 Richardson Highway near
Harding Lake. He was then sixty years old. With
him at the homestead were Herbert Kosky and
Ena Johnston from Columbia, Montana. Following
surgery mid-July 1938, he made the decision to leave
Alaska. Teamster Roy Lund took him south with his
load of freight.

Pratt, Rosa

Married: September 10, 1918
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Rosa Pratt ran a small farm in Graehl for several
years. On September 10, 1918, she married Charles
R. Mayben, who had previously lived in Nenana.
The couple resided on Garden Island.

Prokopis, P.R.

Prokopis, a World War I veteran, took up a
homestead on the right limit of Piledriver Slough
about nine miles east of Fairbanks in December
of 1939. He had lived on the land for seven years,
cutting wood to sell under permit. As more and
more land around him was being settled, he finally
decided to get the title to the land he had been
occupying.

Tanana Valley Farmers

Radak, Anton (Tony) [F000406]
Born: 1885 in Austria-Hungary
(Yugoslavia)
Died: Yugoslavia

Tony Radak and his partner Joe Grlyevic
settled on the steep south slope of Birch Hill when
Fairbanks was very young. The initial surveying
point for the Fairbanks district began on the ridge
above their homestead. Their farm on LaZelle Road
became known as Meridian Hill Farm. They filed for
the land in 1915 with their closest neighbors H.A.
LaZelle, Henry Hanford, Melvin Sabin, and friend
Martin Claich as witnesses. Radak became a citizen
in 1922. The homestead title was transferred to him
in 1929. The men lived humbly, but grew quality
crops. Their spring rye, spring oats, and Romanoff
wheat often earned the “best field crops” award at
the annual fair. The truck garden earned ribbons for
cabbage, beets, rutabagas, string beans, sweet corn,
celery, green onions, cauliflower, and carrots. Milk
goats were part of the operation as well. Grlyevic
died in 1930, leaving Radak to farm alone until
World War II.
The federal government, needing land for
a new army post, gave Radak notice to vacate
his homestead within thirty days. This land,
as well as that of several others, is now part of
Fort Wainwright. The book Homesteads on Fort
Wainwright, Alaska reports that Radak’s property
was sold to the government for $6,987.09. After
Meridian Hill Farm was taken over by the U.S.
government, Tony farmed with Vincent Matetich
farther west on Birch Hill.
Radak had a brother, Ivan (called John), who
came to Alaska about 1912. He also became a
citizen. He was a trapper and miner in Brooks. The
two eventually became owners of the old Livengood
Inn. A visit to the Inn in 1960 was like taking a step
back into the 1920s. Vintage calendars hung on
the walls, old magazines were piled on the tables.
Permafrost had heaved the aged building about so
that little, if anything, was level. Once a customer
got his sea-legs, the walk about the room was
fascinating. A water glass filled with wildflowers
decorated the end of the bar. A trap door on the
floor behind the bar opened to a naturally cold pit
filled with beverages. The big cook stove in the
kitchen listed at such an angle that only its owner,
it seemed, could coax a meal from it. The two
bachelors were charming hosts and captivating

storytellers, bringing the past to life for their guests.
John Radak died in 1964 at age 77 and is buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery. Tony returned to Yugoslavia
shortly after his brother’s death and lived his final
years there.

Ray, Henry T.

Henry T. Ray was the mayor of Fairbanks
in 1916 and 1917. He and his wife lived in the
city in 1907; his occupation that year is listed as
Department Recorder. Each spring his City Hall
office received sacks of seeds and books, sent by
James Wickersham from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. The flower and vegetable seeds
were free to anyone stopping at his office, as were
government books about agriculture. If four sacks
arrived, the mayor saved two for the folks coming
to town from the creeks. A book sent in 1916
included pictures of the Interior and was titled Soil
Reconnaissance in Alaska, with an Estimate of the
Agricultural Possibilities.

Remington, Orthum [F000375]

Remington was an applicant for homestead land
in 1914, but filed for relinquishment in 1916. The
240 acres were located along Steel Creek at its most
northerly position.

Rickert, Paul J. & Stacia T.74 [F000330]
(See also Greenhouse Operators, p. 147)

Paul Rickert
Born: January 27, 1867 in Minneapolis
Died: Oct. 10, 1938 (age 71); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery, Masonic Plot
Stacia Rickert
Died: June 26, 1942; buried at Cedar
Rapids, Iowa

Paul J. Rickert, a widower selling Metropolitan
Life Insurance of New York in Tacoma, Washington,
was caught up in the surging stampede for gold in
1899. He came north to mine, but instead turned
to work for the Dawson Telegraph Company. In
1904 the town of Chena was growing fast. To take
part in the gold strike in the region, Rickert moved
to this interior Alaska community. He worked at
first as a building contractor, which evolved into
longtime employment with the Fairbanks Telephone
Company.
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Alaska, Fairbanks, farming, and his wife and
family were his life. Rickert was one of the best
friends the town ever had and one of its most
valuable citizens. Over the years, he made many
lasting contributions to his community. He was
president of two agricultural organizations, the
TVPGA and TVAA; a lifelong member of the
Commercial Club and its president; active with the
annual fair; a member of the Board of Regents of the
Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines;
a charter member of the Fairbanks Curling Club,
Rifle Club, Fairbanks Automobile Association, and
the National Aeronautical Association; member
of the Masonic Lodge, the Eagles, and Pioneers
of Alaska; promoter of construction of the new
Federal Building and an annual Ice Carnival and
Dog Derby. He sought support and funds for
building the Steese Highway, the Livengood Road,
and an international highway to connect Alaska and
Seattle; served a term as representative to the Alaska
Territorial Legislature; and acted as drill master,
being recognized as having drilled and prepared the
best group of men leaving Fairbanks for World War
I duty. Before all of these accomplishments, Rickert
is first remembered as a farmer. All his years in
Fairbanks, from 1906 until his death in 1938, Rickert
farmed with uncommon success.
Paul and Stacia Rickert were married in Chena
in May 1904. The next year, they settled on land
south of Fairbanks. Fairbanks Garden was well
under way in 1907, the year Rickert turned forty.
At a remarkable pace, fifty acres of land had been
cleared, the first greenhouse built, and a sizable crop
put in the ground. Production that season was listed
at ten tons of potatoes, 15,000 cabbages, 15,000
celery, 2.5 tons of tomatoes, and large quantities of
turnips, beets, carrots, parsnips, peas, and beans.
To defray the cost of clearing and preparing the
land for planting, Rickert continued to work for the
telephone company.
The hay crop was good in 1908. Twenty acres
had been used for vegetable production and a
second greenhouse was brought on line. The fields
of produce and of potatoes were fenced. His horses
were fed white clover from his fields. The few cows
Rickert had provided milk for the family; the extra
being sold at 50¢ a quart. That year Rickert paid $5
and board a day to his employees, or $7.50 without
board.
Except for the winterkill of strawberries that
affected all the local growers, 1909 was another

Order form for Rickert’s Fairbanks Garden and
Dairy, February 22. 1910. W.S. Clark purchased
100 pounds of cabbage for $6.
—Collection of J. Papp

banner year. Ears of corn were ready for sale
by August 13. Cantaloupes thrived in Rickert’s
greenhouse. Tomatoes were ripe and selling at $1
per pound, and cucumbers were available for a tidy
$2 a dozen. Celery, started in the greenhouse and
moved to raised beds, sold for 50¢ each. The beds
had been heavily fertilized with decomposed stable
manure. Rickert cultivated 100 acres that season.
Although the experiment station was slowly
acquiring some modern farm equipment, the
commercial farmers had little. Rickert decided
to buy a thresher, suggesting to the Commercial
Club that the group pay the freight for getting it to
Fairbanks. In return, the thresher would be made
available for other farmers to use. Both Rickert and
R.E. Cooley purchased McCormick harvesters in
1913. Rickert’s reaper-binder cut a six-foot swath.
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Produce exhibit by Fairbanks Garden at the annual fair.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #1977-0089-00082 N, Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Just before freeze-up, his gasoline-powered thresher
arrived, a notable acquisition for an Alaska farmer.
A speech Rickert delivered in 1913 to an
audience in Cordova probably had his listeners
doing some mental arithmetic as he talked of Alaska
agriculture. Using his own growing season from
the previous year, he began his rundown. Three
greenhouses, each 100 by 20 feet, had produced
market onions, radishes, tomatoes, lettuce, strawberries, and 500 cantaloupe, which sold for $1 a
pound. Forty acres had produced fifty tons of oat
hay at $50 a ton. Twenty tons of potatoes sold for 5¢
a pound. The market garden produced thirty tons of
cabbage, fifteen tons of carrots, three tons of beets,
and twelve tons of rutabagas which sold for seven
to ten cents a pound. A ton of parsnips sold at 20¢ a
pound. Add to this list 20,000 cauliflower plus all the

other market vegetables. That season Rickert had
supplied bedding plants to town gardeners as well.
After listing the sales made by Fairbanks Garden,
Rickert concluded that “it seems more profitable to
raise vegetables than mine for gold.”
Farming was indeed a viable endeavor, and a
profitable one. Rickert was perhaps the showiest and
most articulate of the Interior farmers. Visitors and
tourists wanted to see his greenhouses and gardens
because these were often featured in print and
pictured in photos. Rickert’s name was frequently
mentioned in articles appearing in such publications
as Alaska-Yukon Magazine and National
Geographic. An article written by Professor Lowell
Jackson Thomas for American Explorer emphasized
the positive growth of agriculture in the Tanana
Valley. Rickert’s agricultural activities were also used
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by local cameraman Dick Thorne when producing
advertisements for Outside markets. Thorne
especially liked using in his ads Rickert’s McCormick
binder harvesting oats.
Other farmers were also looking for markets
and profit. Rickert was far from alone in this regard.
Nine men (Mel Sabin, Bert Johnson, Harry Hanford,
Dan Berger, Henry Riddle, Richard May, John
Downs, and G.G. Berg, as well as Rickert) agreed as
a group and with the help of the Commercial Club
to organize and work together to sell their products.
This small group was certain their efforts would be
the catalyst for agriculture to flourish, benefitting all
Interior farmers. Though the original Tanana Valley
Produce Growers Association was not successful
in meeting all of its goals, it was the start of an idea
that these men would continue to promote.
P.J. Rickert’s goal from the beginning was to be
the best outfitted rancher, not only in the Interior
but in all of Alaska. Always improving Fairbanks
Garden, he built a steam plant at the corner of what
is now Cushman Street and Gaffney Road to heat
his greenhouse. Rickert was recognized by local
store and restaurant owners as one of the most
dependable suppliers. As president of the TVPGA,
he was successful in beginning regular shipments
of vegetables from Fairbanks by boat to the Hot
Springs and Fort Gibbon at Tanana. Connecting
boats then took the produce to Ruby and Iditarod.
In July 1915, Rickert alone shipped three tons of
vegetables downriver. Much more would be sent
on the last boats leaving before the river froze over,
because buyers were stockpiling for the winter—
especially potatoes. Rickert had honestly earned the
nickname “Vegetable King.”
Many people Outside had no idea that farming
could be profitable in Alaska. One individual, a
Boston journalist, should have checked his facts
before writing an article about Alaska, for his words
hit a nerve in Fairbanks. One debate current in the
contiguous United States in 1915 concerned the
possibility of building a railroad from Seward to
Fairbanks. This particular journalist strongly opposed
the federal government wasting money on a railroad:
railroads, he claimed, were built for agricultural
profit to farmer and railowner, and farming “in an ice
bowl” like Alaska was a ridiculous idea.75
Editor Thompson took keen exception to this
assertion and a reply appeared promptly in the
News-Miner. Thompson used the example of P.J.
Rickert, “the jewel of Interior agriculture,” and his

accomplishments to refute this far-away Bostonian
argument. The Tanana Valley was productive! Rickert
raised the following—all outdoors—on seventy-five
acres: 60 tons of oat hay, 5 tons of threshed oats, 50
tons of potatoes, 2 tons of radishes, 30 tons of celery.
30 tons of cabbage, 15 tons of carrots, 4 tons of
beets, 3 tons of lettuce, ½ ton of rhubarb, 10 tons of
turnips and rutabagas, ½ ton of parsnips, and 2 tons
of other miscellaneous vegetables such as parsley and
kale. In addition, he raised in his greenhouse: 4 tons
of tomatoes, 3 tons of cucumbers, 1 ton of melons,
and various cut flowers. And, if that was not enough
to silence eastern skeptics, Rickert also raised 500
chickens, thirty hogs, six horses, forty geese, and
four ducks. Two hundred and twenty-four tons
of produce from one grower added up to a pretty
productive “ice bowl.”
Nearly a decade after Paul J. and Stacia Rickert
began farming, Mrs. Rickert filed the necessary
paperwork to acquire the land under the Homestead
Act. She filed for 320 acres in 1914. Using today’s
landmarks, this acreage was situated between
Twelfth Avenue and Nineteenth Avenue, and
between Cushman Street and Cowles Street. The
Rickerts received title to the land in 1917.
The spring of 1917 brought an important
second surge of agricultural interest and visible
dedication to farming by the community at large.
A well-planned Farmers’ Day Convention resulted
in the founding of the Tanana Valley Agriculture
Association. The great contributions already made
by farmers such as Rickert, Hinckley, Issacson,
Ballaine, and Weist were convincing reasons for
farmers to unite. Those with small tracts of land or
large, small or large amounts of ambition or talent,
farmers, growers, ranchers, dairymen, greenhouse
operators—all were encouraged to join. Paul
Rickert became president of the new organization,
husbanding it as carefully as he did his own farm.
It was an inspired and enthusiastic beginning for
TVAA.
In the fall, Stacia Rickert arranged a fine
“going away” party for her husband, who was to
be gone from Fairbanks for six months. The first
leg of Rickert’s pleasure/business journey was
via Sheldon automobile to the coast. He visited
Minneapolis where he had grown up and also
areas of the northwest. Nearly everywhere he
went, people showed enormous interest in his life
and in the north. He was invited to give a number
of public talks about Alaska, including several to
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Wheat shocks at Rickert’s farm. Rickert built four greenhouses, the last in 1925. All are shown here.
—Cann photo, courtesty of Candy Waugaman

children in schools, where he noticed a deplorable
lack of accurate maps of Alaska. Rickert intended
to accomplish a great deal for Interior farmers
while Outside. He hoped to secure farm loans for
Fairbanks growers; to possibly purchase modern
farm equipment for the TVAA; to find better (if not
the best) seed for the Interior; and to elicit expert
assistance on growing and marketing from Outside
sources. How successful he was in reaching these
goals is open to conjecture.
Rickert, a skillful manager and reliable employer,
found competent and experienced men to work
for him. Some of these men had tried their hand
at market gardens and greenhouses in Fairbanks.
Though some were year-round employees, most
were seasonal, but worked for Fairbanks Garden
for many years. Teenagers were hired during the
summer months to weed and pick vegetables as
needed. Some of those teenagers in later years
remembered Mrs. Rickert, a tall, thin woman,
watching from the porch to make sure that they
worked. To avoid her notice, a few youngsters tried
to put a pile of hay or piece of equipment between
themselves and the porch. These laborers earned
25¢ an hour.

His desire for positive growth for Alaska
agriculture led Rickert into political activity. In 1920,
he succeeded in winning a position as delegate to
the Alaska Territorial legislature from the Fourth
Judicial Division. Rickert strongly supported
building the Alaska Agricultural College and School
of Mines. In 1921 he introduced H.B. 7, which
appropriated funds for the new institution. A year
later he became a member of the Board of Regents.
A second attempt at elected office failed when he
ran for United States marshal in 1922.
All the while Rickert farmed and provided
leadership to the TVAA. He increased his cultivated
land to eighty acres, continued to sell produce
about town from his huckster wagon, and provided
produce to the mining camps. At this time TVAA
was establishing a flouring mill, and Rickert served
on the mill corporation’s board. Enough grain was
being grown in the Tanana Valley to support the
operation of a twenty-five-barrel capacity mill.
This would accommodate the members’ needs and
surplus flour could be sold locally.
Fire, the awful fear of every farmer, struck the
Rickerts on December 30, 1922. A defective stove
pipe in the barn caused the building to ignite and
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burn. At around six pm that evening, a teamster
heard the horses screaming. Unfortunately, by that
time the barn was too far gone to rescue them.
One horse broke free and fell at the door. The men
desperately tried to pull the animal out, but its
harness broke and they were helpless. It too, died
in the fire. All the stock was lost, including 200
chickens, all the equipment, and all the precious
grain seed. Water from a city hydrant was a half a
mile away. By the time the water in the hose finally
reached the barn, the pressure was too low to make
it of any use in dousing the flames. Other nearby
buildings were saved by the fire department, as was
the Rickert house. The damage was estimated at
$7,500—Rickert had insured it for $1,000.
After a disaster is over and the heart has a
chance to still, most farmers get up and go back to
work. So did Paul J. Rickert, never looking back.
One of the most exciting days for early Fairbanks was President Harding’s visit in August 1923.
It was a rousing event. The town was beautifully
arrayed, the citizens were excited and prepared to
host the president and his entourage. The occasion
for celebration was the completion of the Alaska
Railroad to Fairbanks. Many dignitaries had arrived
in town prior to the president’s appearance. The visit
of Harding’s Secretary of War, John W. Weeks, from
Massachusetts, prompted the naming of the local
airfield Weeks Field.
The Rickerts and all their employees, young and
old, hosted President Harding and Secretary of Agriculture Henry C. Wallace of Iowa to a tour of Fairbanks Gardens. Displays of Alaska-grown vegetables
were set up so that the visitors could see the bounty
of the land. Platters of some vegetables, cut bite size
and raw, were served to the visitors—even the president had a taste of what Fairbanks had to offer.
Another greenhouse, “big enough to supply the
town,” was put up the summer of 1925.76 Fairbanks
Garden continued to be a stop for visitors, a
practice Rickert encouraged, for he said it expanded
the knowledge of Alaska agriculture. The Fair
Association continued to benefit from Rickert’s
interest. He headed the farm products display every
year, and was also a successful exhibitor. A full-page
ad in a January 1928 News-Miner listed businesses
of the Fairbanks Trade Extension Association.
Fairbanks Garden at Cushman and Fourteenth
Street was listed under four categories: eggs and
poultry, floral designs of all kinds, chickens and
other poultry, and vegetables wholesale and retail.

In May Rickert announced that he would be the
distributor of imported Netted Gem seed potato
stock. Superintendent Snodgrass of the Matanuska
Experiment Station continued his valiant efforts
to encourage agriculture in the Territory. The
Alaska Bureau, the Seattle Chamber of Commerce,
and the H.J. Mignerey Company of Seattle jointly
shipped certified seed potatoes to the Tanana and
Matanuska valleys. The Alaska Steamship Company
and the Alaska Railroad cooperated on transport of
the seed. Rickert was cooperating with the effort; he
had nineteen sacks to sell at two and a half cents per
pound.
The largest earthquake since the Iliamna quake
hit Fairbanks on January 24, 1929—a local roller
of magnitude 6.3. It struck following unusually
heavy snows, and the combination of snowload
and shaking brought down two of Rickert’s four
greenhouses. “Absolutely ruined,” he said of the
structures. The greenhouses were not replaced.77
Another new venture Rickert started, in
December 1929, was a monthly stage for mail,
passengers, and freight to Chena Hot Springs. The
four-horse stage would leave the sixteenth day of
each month, taking three days to reach the hot
springs and two more to return. There would be
noon and night stops “to take the hardship from the
trip.”78 Returning from the inaugural run, the driver
reported a good journey and that he saw thousands
of wintering caribou forty-five miles from town.
Flying, aircraft, and those who flew them
interested Rickert, and his involvement in the
aviation scene changed the face of Fairbanks. In
February 1927 the local base of operations for
pilots was Fairbanks Airplane Corporation field and
hangar, located at the junction of Cushman Street
and the Richardson Highway, which at that time
followed present-day Gaffney Road east through
what is now Fort Wainwright. The buildings abutted
the Rickert homestead, but the land on which the
airfield lay belonged to Rickert himself.79 The airstrip
ran east-west and was said to be not very smooth.
Rickert, as president of the Commercial Club,
and Professor George Gasser of the college quickly
answered printed remarks about farming in Alaska
that they considered impertinent and inaccurate.
A reprint of a Seattle Times editorial appeared in
the News-Miner in January 1930. The two refuted
comments by a J.G. McRobert who said Alaska “soil
has no more life giving sustenance to it than the
waste dump of a quartz mill.” Annoyed by such a
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Lawn party at Mrs. P.J. Rickert’s in Fairbanks, Alaska.

—Albert J. Johnson, Albert Johnson Photograph Collection, 1905-1917, Accession #UAF-1989-016600182-Print, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections , Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska
Fairbanks

statement from someone “unknown in the Tanana
Valley,” they replied that “farmers raising potatoes
and garden truck successfully are proof land is
fertile” and “farmers in Alaska have no difficulty
raising crops, their problem is to find a market for
bounteous crops.”80 For over two decades Rickert
and Gasser had seen what could be raised by
farmers in the area. Decent livings could be made,
and the potential for farming was enormous. Both
men believed wholeheartedly in Alaska’s agriculture
and challenged all charges to the contrary.
Potato growers in the Tanana Valley had a fight
on their hands the early winter of 1930. Growers
had found markets for their potatoes in Fairbanks
and along the river systems. This lessened the need
for bringing potatoes from the Lower 48, a fact
that suppliers outside of Alaska noticed. These

suppliers lowered the price of Outside potatoes sold
in Fairbanks. If local producers brought their own
prices down any further, they would lose money.
Once again the long ongoing agricultural dilemma
arose—who feeds the community? Rickert called
it plainly “a war between Outside and Inside.”81 His
potatoes were selling for $2.50 a sack. His advice:
prove that locally grown potatoes were a better
product than those shipped in.
Well into his sixties, Rickert continued to
speak out on many issues touching the lives of
Fairbanksans. He and Mrs. Rickert enjoyed their
friends and neighbors. They took time to participate
in the social life of the town. The endless farm work
would be set aside in time for the two to enjoy
evenings together. They entertained well and easily.
Stacia Rickert liked giving parties for her husband,
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especially if she could pull off a surprise. A guest
at a Rickert party might receive a unique prize
for winning some game—such as a home-grown
chicken stuffed and ready to roast, or a bottle of
homemade currant wine. On occasion the TVAA
meetings were held at the Rickerts’ home. A few of
these were Saturday night sit-down dinners for some
forty members.
Rickert continued to let the newspaper know
what the farmers were doing. A report on a mid-July
rain welcomed by farmers was expanded by Rickert
to include a list of what local produce was on the
market. Already available was cabbage, turnips,
strawberries, tomatoes, cauliflower, celery, carrots,
and head lettuce. The peas were nearly ready. And
the potatoes? They needed some favorable weather
for a normal crop.
In 1935 the flu sent Rickert to the hospital,
where he spent many days. Mrs. Rickert and a nurse
cared for him when he finally returned home. The
News-Miner expressed the affection the community
felt for him: “We all hope Paul will be around again
shortly with that pleasant smile all over his face and
his cigar in the same old place.”82 His health was
more fragile now. In November 1936 he had a slight
heart attack. To recuperate, Rickert went to Circle
Hot Springs. Weather problems kept him there
longer than anticipated, but he returned in time for
a proper seventieth birthday party that Mrs. Rickert
arranged.
Rickert resumed his usual pace. Spring work in
the seed house was underway by February 1937. He
had his longtime, year-round employee Rudolph
Gallent to help him. As the season progressed,
seven more hands would be hired. All his years as a
produce grower Rickert had a regular route around
town selling vegetables and eggs. The Fairbanks
Garden wagon and horse were a familiar sight. He
continued to fill his contracts supplying the mines
and road camps with vegetables. That season Rickert
had ninety-five acres under cultivation: ten for truck
farming and the rest for hay and grain.
That fall, the Rickerts sold more of their original
320 acres. This time 155 acres were sold to the city
for $7,000. The land would enlarge Weeks Field on
its south, east, and west sides. Today, some of that
acreage is the school complex of Lathrop High, Ryan
Junior High, and Hunter Elementary schools.
May 18, 1938 Paul and Stacia Rickert celebrated
their thirty-third wedding anniversary. Fifty-five
friends joined the couple at the Pioneer Grill for a

fine dinner party and then enjoyed watching the
handsome couple dance together one more time.83
Rickert suffered a paralytic stroke at the farm
on October 7, 1938. He died at St. Joseph’s Hospital
three days later, never regaining consciousness. His
obituary noted his long list of accomplishments,
accomplishments that had touched so many
individuals in the town he loved. It was truly written
that “no other man took greater part in developing
the city and district.”
He left his wife Stacia, a daughter from his first
marriage, and five grandsons in California, as well
as three brothers and a sister. The funeral held at the
Masonic Temple was filled with friends and flowers.
Clarence J. Woofler, Les Nerland, and Judge Clegg
gave the simple service. A women’s quartet sang
(Mrs. Forbers Baker, Mrs. Edby Davis, Mrs. Noel
Wien, and Mrs. O.J. Reinseth), accompanied by Don
Adler and Brice H. Howard.84
The closing years of the 1930s brought an end
to the first energetic advancement of farming in the
Interior. With Rickert’s passing, the last of the old
champions and defenders of agriculture were gone.
The war years of the 1940s would change farming
in the Tanana Valley dramatically, and the second
half of the century would bring new names and new
efforts. During his life Rickert was a dynamic force
in the community, ever perfecting the quality of
life in his new home town, constantly pushing the
boundaries of what was thought to be possible as far
as growing crops in Alaska.
Stacia Rickert had a sister living in Cordova,
Mrs. Ray DeLeo, whose husband was assistant
manager of the Copper River Railway. Another of
Mrs. Rickert’s sisters, Mrs. H. Leach, was the first
woman to travel over the Richardson Highway by
car. She came north in 1914 in Robert E. Sheldon’s
Model T Ford.
Stacia Rickert also held an important first. She
was the first woman to come north over the Valdez
Trail by dog team in March of 1905—all 371 miles
of it.85 There were thoughts in the Rickert home that
Stacia might have been a more appropriate name
for the Alaska Range pass on the Valdez Trail than
Isabel, for Isabel Barnett after whom it was named
was heading south, out of Alaska, on her historic
trip.
While visiting her family in Cordova, Mrs.
Rickert became seriously ill and stayed the winter
of 1939–40. Then, instead of returning to Fairbanks,
she moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to live with
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another sister. While visiting a brother, she suddenly
died, and is buried in Iowa.86
Fairbanks Garden continued to operate after
Paul Rickert’s death. He had given the land and
business to Jack Henderson, who had worked for
him for many years and often sold vegetables from
the produce wagon. Henderson’s interest was in
cut flowers, not only growing flowers, but bringing
in large quantities from Outside as a year-round
business. (See the section on Fairbanks greenhouses,
p. 147.) Fairbanks Garden deserves a mention in
most histories of Fairbanks. It was operated by
a remarkable man who influenced the growth of
agriculture in the Tanana Valley for thirty years.

Riddle, Henry [F000854]

Died: October 13, 1928 in Portland,
Oregon

Henry Riddle was an established potato grower
by 1913. His intent as a charter member of the
TVPGA was to promote agriculture in the valley. He
owned the Owl Roadhouse along Engineer Creek,
receiving patent to 160 acres in 1924. This mining
area near Fox bustled with activity for a time. There
was the roadhouse and, between 1909 and 1911,
a post office. By 1917 the roadhouse business was
slow, mining had declined nearby, and the road had
been improved enough that fewer folks stopped.
Riddle considered selling his farm and the
roadhouse. The advertisement for the real estate
noted it was worth twice the $3,000 he asked but
ill health did not permit him to carry on. This was
the inventory listed: the house with a good cellar,
10 cords of wood, roadhouse equipment, 10 spring
beds, lots of bunks, phonograph, 150 records, pool
table, stable suitable for 30 horses, barn fixtures, one
team of horses, farm equipment, hay rake, wood
rake, 1 wagon, 1 pair bobsleds, 1 set of harness,
chains, rough blocks, double ender, 10 acres of land
under cultivation (if planted will raise 50 tons of
potatoes), 12–15 tons of hay, 150 crates of potatoes,
1 ton of other vegetables.
The property did not sell and Riddle stayed on,
operating it as a stop for occasional travelers. Finally
the business closed, Riddle himself living there for
a few more years before moving to Fairbanks. The
News-Miner mentioned his name August 1921
when loose dogs on a spree wiped out twenty of
his valuable laying hens as the pack went through
his Fairbanks neighborhood. Fairbanks had been

his home from the early days of the camp. He
was a member of the local chapter of the Moose
Lodge. In August of 1920 Riddle left for Portland,
Oregon, for surgery. Although the surgery itself was
successful, Henry Riddle died later of post-surgical
complications.

Robbins, William [F000388]

Born 1854 in New York
Died December 13, 1927 (age 73); buried
at Clay Street Cemetery, General Tier 2

High on the Birch Hills north of Fairbanks,
William Robbins homesteaded 320 acres. He
came to Alaska several years before picking his
land, which he did May 10, 1906. He lived on
his homestead continuously until his death. An
invitation was sent to him to attend Farmers’ Day
April 28, 1917. There is unfortunately no record of
the names of those who attended this affair.
When Robbins was fifty-nine years old, he gave
notice of his intent to acquire the land he had lived
on for eight years. Nearby farmers and neighbors
witnessing his intent were Richard May, Edmund
F. McAtee, Lars Erickson, and David Atwell. The
patent was issued and the title transferred to him
January 1922. An introspective man, Robbins shared
little of his personal history. He was born in New
York State and had no known relatives. The last
entry in his diary was made December 13, 1927.
On the fifteenth of that month, his neighbor, Frank
Betschart, found William Robbins dead at his home,
apparently having succumbed to a heart attack while
chopping wood. Betschart acted as administrator for
the probate court. The 320 acres were sold for cash
in hand on June 21, 1928 at the Federal Building.

Roblin, George William

George William Roblin filed on land in 1914 and
received a deed in 1920.

Russell, James H.

On September 9, 1931 a Notice of Publication
appeared in the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner to
the effect that James H. Russell received title to
homestead land at NW ¼ Sec. 8 T3S, R3E FM.
This was described as a ranch on the Richardson
Highway near the entrance to the present-day
Eielson Farm Road, and was said to have been there
since 1927.
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A bill for stabling horses at
Sabin’s Pioneer Stable, dated
May 11, 1908.
—Collection of J. Papp

Russell, John Albert [F000467]

Died November 2, 1927; buried at Clay
Street Cemetery

Little is known about this Birch Hill district
farmer. He filed for land sometime before April
1917, when he was included on the Farmers’ Day
guest list. His 320 acres lay between McGrath Road
and the present-day Curry’s Corner. He received
final papers on the land in January of 1926.
Russell traveled to Mayo Brothers Clinic in
1926 for treatment of cancer. He died at St. Joseph’s
Hospital on November 2, 1927. The newspaper
noted that his father and brother, who lived in
Chekato, Oklahoma, had sent funds to cover
Russell’s funeral expenses. A legal notice was
published the summer of 1928 to the effect that
the land of John A. Russell, deceased, would be
sold at public auction August 2, 1928 at the Federal
Building. Terms of the sale were half cash and the
balance on six-month credit at six percent interest.
Mel Sabin acted as administrator. The sale was
adjourned when the high bid of $405 was made the
following week.

Sabin, Melvin Roderick [F000387]

Born: 1862 in Kingston, Wisconsin
Died: September 18, 1930 (age 68); buried
at Clay Street Cemetery

From boyhood Mel Sabin was devoted to the
frontier. Leaving Fox Lake, Wisconsin, at a young
age, Sabin went to the Colorado and Nevada
frontiers, where gold and silver were being mined.
In time he owned pack trains, freighting supplies to
the mining camps. A whiff of gold in a new location
and Mel Sabin was off with his horses and supplies
to that new site. During the historic strike on the
Caribou Trail in British Columbia, Sabin packed
supplies to the miners. When gold was discovered
in the Klondike, he traveled still farther north. He
successfully traversed the extremely difficult trail
from Telegraph Creek to Deese Lake and on to
Dawson. For several years Sabin operated a livery
stable in Grand Forks, in the Yukon Territory.
The frontier of Alaska and Fairbanks beckoned,
and in 1904, the forty-two-year-old Sabin opened
the Pioneer Stables in Fairbanks. He and his brother
Martin, who was four years younger, lived at the
business, 116 First Avenue, between Lacy and Noble
Streets. Martin Sabin was a Fairbanks teamster and
miner. The livery business served Sabin well for a
decade.
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Looking from Birch Hill, across the Farm Road to Mel Sabin’s ranch. Fairbanks can be seen on the
horizon.

—Albert J. Johnson, Accession #1989-0166-00668, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Sabin took excellent care of his horses and
anyone leasing his animals was expected to do the
same. Misuse of an animal did not go unchallenged.
In November of 1905 a married woman rented a
horse and cutter from Pioneer Stables. Sabin gave her
instructions, which included not taking the animal
on the winter ice. Four miles from town, ignoring his
warning, the woman drove the horse and cutter onto
the river. The ice beneath them broke and the horse
drowned. Sabin took the careless woman to court,
suing her for the loss of the horse ($300), the harness
($50), and the harness bells ($10). Five years later
Sabin was still in court seeking restitution.
Like many others in the early years of Fairbanks,
Sabin found a piece of land to his liking and began

to clear it for farming. Thirty-five acres were cleared
and under cultivation by 1912. Oats and potatoes
were the main crops. For a time he had a few
Holstein cows and from forty to fifty hogs. Sabin
employed seven to nine men in his operations. A
fine barn was built in 1909 to house his animals, hay,
and grain. In 1914 Sabin filed for the 320 acres he
had been farming. The land was located at the base
of Birch Hill along the Fox Road. He received title
to the land in 1923. His nearby neighbors Oliver
Newcomb, Anton Radak, Herman LaZelle, and
Dan Hanford—all farmers—were his witnesses.
The commitment to file for homestead land, in
combination with his brother’s leaving Fairbanks,
motivated Sabin to sell Pioneer Stables.
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Cyprion Secottee’s
cabin, outbuildings, and
equipment. The Fordson
tractor belongs to Ernie
Gilbert. Photo taken 1963.

—Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

Interested in his new town, Sabin served on
the city council in 1909. He also served a term as
mayor sometime between 1910 and 1913. Sabin
helped to form the TVPGA in 1913, and became
a member of the TVAA in 1917. He supported the
annual fair by taking large exhibits of grain, hay, and
produce each year. In 1922 Sabin was elected to a
road commission post. The January 8, 1923 NewsMiner reported an odd event with an article entitled
“Meteor Comes to Rest Near Town.” One part of
the meteor had fallen in the area where Jorgina
Anderson’s greenhouse had stood. Another piece
landed near Birch Hill and Mel Sabin’s farm.
Sabin was known as an expert horseman—of the
old school, some said. He used horses for farming
and for transport to and from town. While driving
to town with his friend H.H. Meham in September
of 1915, the two men encountered on the Graehl
bridge an automobile driven by Bob Menzies.
Sabin’s horses spooked and drove over a pile of logs,
throwing the men from the rig. Fortunately, the
horses stopped when their lines caught in the wheel
and they ran into a fence. The accident left both men
sore from the fall, but otherwise unhurt.87
The Fairbanks flu epidemic of 1920 caused
many to become ill and some to die. Sabin became
very sick and it took a long time for him to regain
his strength. In May there was a report in the
newspaper that Mel Sabin had been seen in his
horse-drawn cart near his homestead soaking up the
warm spring sunshine.88

Mel Sabin’s brother Martin left Fairbanks to join
the Iditarod stampede, but by 1916 Martin Sabin
had settled in Hot Springs and had begun to farm.
Through the years Mel Sabin had gone Outside
periodically to buy horses, traveling back to Alaska
with them. He made such a trip in April 1928. In
Nenana he stopped to offload several horses he
had purchased for his brother. While unloading the
animals from the train, his foot was broken. The
injury did not heal properly and Sabin spent most
of the winter of 1928–29 in St. Joseph’s Hospital. He
was so ill that the newspaper reported surgery on
his foot had to be postponed until he improved.89
This debilitating wound brought an end to Sabin’s
farming. He moved in to Fairbanks where he lived
until his death in 1930. Fairbanks had been his
home for twenty-eight years, the longest period of
time he had ever spent in one locality. His funeral
was held in the Masonic Lodge. Some years after
his death, Sabin’s 1909 barn was turned into one of
the area’s best dinner and dancing spots, called the
Rendezvous. The building burned in the early 1950s.
Sabin’s land was purchased by Henry T. Bentley.
Martin Sabin continued to live and farm in Hot
Springs. In the 1930s he continued to freight as well,
carrying mail the one and a half miles between the
Tanana River and the Hot Springs. In 1938 Sabin
arrived in Fairbanks on Pollacks Flying Service for
medical attention. He, like his brother, had followed
the gold and made the Interior home in his later
years.
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Secottee, Cyprion

Born: 1866
Died: April 1941 (age 75); buried at Clay
Street Cemetery

Secottee, a French Canadian from Prescott
in Quebec, Canada, arrived in Wrangell in 1896.
After coming to the Fairbanks area he, along with
Charles Desjardins, farmed on 320 acres located on
the Farm Road. There the two men grew potatoes
and hay. Secottee also had a fox farm for several
years. He developed an underground cold storage
by digging down to the permafrost and then
constructing a horizontal tunnel. Hunters would
bring moose and caribou meat to store in Secottee’s
tunnel until they were ready to use it. This system
apparently preserved the meat quite well. The old
barn built around 1914 by Charles Desjardins still
stands at three mile Farmers Loop Road; the steep
roof resembles many old barns in France. It has
been a landmark for some eighty years. Bert Stimple
bought Secottee’s 1918 Model T Ford pickup in 1939
and he and his bride, Leah, used it for their wedding
car. The vehicle was later shipped to Arkansas where
Bert now resides. In 1941, Secottee died, apparently
of natural causes. Claus Johnson found his body in
his cabin.

Shafer, Roy & Lillian90

Roy Shafer
Born: October 6, 1879 in Grass Valley,
Piute, Utah
Died: June 1, 1953 in Salt Lake City, Utah
Roy Shafer was an early day woodcutter in
the Tanana Valley. He and his wife had three
children—Mary, Frank, and Stella. Their first home
in Fairbanks was a one-room log cabin on the
south side of Tenth Avenue just east of Cushman
Street. In the spring of 1910 the Shafers moved
out to Fairbanks Creek where Roy sawed wood
for a mining company dredge. That fall the family
moved into a log home on the corner of Noble and
Dunkle. Roy Shafer got several teams of horses and
hired men to cut and haul wood. Because of cold
weather, they lost so many work days that winter
that he ended up owing the Northern Commercial
Company over $1,000 he had borrowed for feed
and supplies. He had a buzz saw for a while and for
a number of years he would take the team out by
himself and cut a cord of wood, bringing it back the

same day. Again, the weather kept him from getting
out of debt.
The Shafers then moved to a home on the
southeast corner of Eighth and Bonnifield and
gradually obtained title to parts of several blocks,
amounting to about six acres. There they raised
carrots, parsnips, turnips, peas, beets, and string
beans. The long hours of sunlight, frequent rains,
and good soil fertilized with manure from his horses
produced crisp vegetables with a wonderful flavor.
They raised pigs in town and young Frank had to
go around to the restaurants and collect scraps for
them. This meant the Shafers also had all kinds of
pork products for sale, including head cheese and
pickled pigs’ feet. They also raised chickens.
In 1913, Frank started school with Miss
Florence Smith as his teacher. He did not do very
well because of his adenoids and tonsils, so he was
taken out of school until the following fall. When he
got into the sixth grade, the teacher, Miss Margaret
Carpenter, volunteered to teach after school those
kids who had not passed their grade due to illness
so they could pass the exams and skip the seventh
grade. When Frank was thirteen, in 1920, he went
hunting caribou with his father out at Dome and
Vault Creeks. They came back with a wagonload
of meat. Frank would hunt sharp-tailed grouse on
Saturdays; and in the winter when the ptarmigan
were flocked up by the hundreds until the trees were
white with them, he would hunt these too. The meat
came in handy because the family could not afford
to purchase beef. Most of the time they had bacon,
potatoes, and milk. In 1922 Iris Hinckley stayed with
the Shafers during weekdays, and since her father
owned the dairy he supplied them with a gallon of
milk per day.
On January 23, 1915, Isaac Dutton, who had
settled on 320 acres five miles north of the city in
August of 1911, relinquished his rights and title
to the land. Roy Shafer immediately filed on the
vacated land and took up residence there, eventually
acquiring title to the land for homesteading. The
question was raised, in 1915, if corn would mature
in the Tanana Valley. Roy experimented with corn,
and with peanuts as well. His corn ripened enough
to eat but could not compare with the sweet corn in
the states. Shafer and his son would spend a week at
a time in the summer out at the homestead clearing
land, after the garden in town was weeded.
Frank Shafer’s English and science teacher
was Carl Ben Eielson, the famous arctic pilot
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who was killed when his plane crashed off North
Cape, Siberia, in 1929. Frank graduated from the
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, on June 10,
1930 with a bachelor of science degree in electrical
engineering. He was the recipient of every possible
scholastic honor awarded on the campus.
The Shafers worked hard for many years. Lillian
became discouraged with her way of life and went
to work for some of the wealthy people in Fairbanks,
cleaning and serving dinners. Eventually, Roy and
Lillian divorced. Roy and their son Frank moved
back to Salt Lake City; Lillian and the girls moved
next door to the Rust family on the east corner of
Eighth Avenue and Bonnifield. Roy died on June 1,
1953, in Salt Lake City; Frank in 1967.

Shanley, John Sexton

John Shanley came from Long Island, New
York. He had attended Cornell University. In 1917
he spent time in France during the First World
War. Later he returned to the United States and
lived in Florida where he attended a naval flight
school. After the war Shanley wanted to file on a
homestead in Alaska. In 1922 he became the first
homesteader to settle in the community of College.
After meeting Bunnell, president of the newly
formed college, Shanley was encouraged to earn a
degree in agriculture and at the same time obtain
a homestead. He became the first graduate of the
Alaska Agricultural College in 1923.

Sherman, James Paul

Sherman filed for eighty acres at Healy Fork on
May 23, 1931. Healy Fork, now the community of
Healy, was established in 1905. A post office called
Healy Fork was opened in 1921. The population
of this railroad community and major coal mining
center was thirty-six in 1930. Sherman’s daughter
Irene was a well-known Fairbanks resident: Irene
Way was named for her.

Shipley, Charles W. [F001027]

Born: 1862 in Ohio
Died: March 30, 1931 (age 69), buried at
Clay Street Cemetery

Born in Ohio but spending most of his life in
the west, Charles Shipley came to Alaska in 1909.
He filed on the 240 acres that Nels “Spud” Marten
had relinquished in 1920 and acquired title to the

homestead in four years. Known as a hardworking
and prosperous farmer, he was well liked, a good
neighbor, and a welcome member of the TVAA.
A nasty stretch of bad luck hit Shipley in
November of 1925. His neighbor Herman A.
LaZelle came into town to tell the story of three
fires at Shipley’s homestead. The first fire burned
eighty cords of wood. The second was in his hillside
rootcellar and destroyed twelve tons of potatoes.
The third destroyed his house. Adding fuel to the
stove one day, Shipley apparently left the lid open
when he went outdoors to bring in more wood.
When he returned, the fire was out of the stove.
LaZelle reported that Shipley fought the fire for
twenty-four hours with no success. LaZelle found
the unfortunate man living in his outhouse.
Overcoming these tragic events was difficult, but
Shipley went right to work rebuilding. He continued
to clear more land and acquire new farm machinery.
When his plans for the 1931 season were being
made, Shipley envisioned large-scale farming on
his acreage. However, Fate’s hand reached out for
him again. As the March sun melted off the snow
on his south slope land, Shipley became very ill.
He was admitted to St. Joseph’s Hospital and died a
few days later. James McGrath was named executor
of the Shipley estate. The land, the buildings, and
improvements were all purchased at auction in
January 1932 by Harry Warren. This land was taken
over by the federal government during World War II.

Spatz, A.T.

A.T. Spatz lived in southeast Alaska and ran a
cafe in Juneau in 1915. He also had a “strawberry
ranch” (the Stride ranch) in Haines and was
sometimes called the “Berry King.” His interest in
wild and cultivated berries expanded to the point
that he excited the interest of the newspaper. The
News-Miner headline read, “Wants Two Tons of
Blueberries”.91 The authors have found no other
information about this Haines berry grower who
apparently had big plans for two tons of berries.

Stone, Alexander E.

Born: around 1880
Died: November 25, 1944 (age 65); buried
at Birch Hill Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Mr. and Mrs. Stone arrived in Alaska in 1904,
spending the next nine years mining at Dome
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A series of four photographs showing the remains
of Alexander Stone’s cabin and outbuildings. Note
the straight rooflines of the tin-roofed buildings
and their integrity some sixty years since his
death. Remains of his root cellar can still be seen.
Photos taken May 7, 1998.
Top: Stone’s house, where he died. Standing before
the doorway is Josie Phillips, co-author.
Upper middle: Side view of the house.
Lower middle: The tin hay barn/house is hidden
in the woods.
Bottom: The root cellar.
—Collection of Carroll Phillips, Jr.

Creek. They spent the winter of 1913 in the states,
returning to the Interior in March 1914. Alexander
continued his mining ventures for a time. Shortly
after coming back to Fairbanks, the Stones divorced.
Mr. Stone suffered from severe hearing
problems and was referred to by others as “Deaf
Stone.” He took up a homestead one and a half miles
off the Elliot Highway between Vault and Olnes.
He built a large house, barn, shed, and root cellar,
and he cleared several acres of land. Many of the
buildings still stand, a testimony to hours of diligent
labor. On a November morning in 1944, William
Burch, a neighbor of Stone’s, stopped by his cabin to
bring him his mail. There he discovered Stone, dead
in bed. Apparently, he died in his sleep.

Sweeney, Charles Brian

Born: 1872 in Galway, Ireland

Sweeney came to the north country through
Dyea in 1898. Most of his years in Alaska were spent
farming. His homestead lay along the Chena River
and the old trail leading to Chena Hot Springs edged
his land. The 1911 Alaska-Yukon Magazine told
of an exhibit in Fairbanks that included Sweeney’s
Sunnyside Homestead Black Flemish oats. The grain
had flourished at his farm, growing from five and a
half to six feet tall (with the roots).
Clearing land was a large part of homesteading
work. This was especially true for the first men
trying their hand on a track of virgin land.
Homesteaders sold their wood to businessmen in
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Four Farmers Loop
landowners, 1948. Top left,
George Usilla, front left, Mr.
Crossman. Lower middle,
Leah Stimple; to the right, an
unnamed man.
—Collection of
Bert Stimple

Fairbanks or to the Northern Commercial Company
as a cash crop. Charles Sweeney sold 285 cords of
wood to a Fairbanks laundry in 1917 for a sum of
$1,311, about $4.50 a cord.
Homesteads on Fort Wainwright, Alaska,
states that Sweeney filed on this land in 1905
and re-registered his claim in 1915, as all local
homesteaders were doing. Obtaining a patent to his
land was delayed for years due to several civil suits.
A second delay involved his incarceration at McNeil
Island, Washington, from which he was pardoned by
President Calvin Coolidge in 1925. Again the patent
for his homestead was considered.
In 1929 Sweeney exhibited signs of mental
illness. He was without family in Fairbanks and his
care fell to the United States Commissioner’s Court.
The court decided that Sweeney was of unsound
mind and the proficient and beleaguered old
homesteader was sent to Morningside, a hospital for
the mentally ill in Portland, Oregon. With that the
case was closed in 1929 and no patent issued.

Taylor, William Davison

Born: 1883, eastern Canada
Died: August 1, 1944 (age 61); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery

William Taylor arrived in Alaska in 1906. He
mined in the Kantishna area before coming to the
Fairbanks vicinity. He was honored for his part in a
1910 climb on Mt. McKinley with a group known as

the Sourdoughs.92 He filed on a homestead two and
a half miles from the Fairbanks Experiment Farm, in
the Gold Hill area, on April 8, 1919. He died after an
extended illness.

Tolda, John

Born: 1879
Died: April 18, 1952 (age 73)

John Tolda took up a homestead at the head
of Columbia Creek on May 3, 1917. He died at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in 1952.

Tolman, Arnet

Arnet Tolman was a new dairyman at the
Fairbanks Experiment Farm at the university on
March 28, 1938.

Tonseth, Thomas

Died: June, 1929

Thomas Tonseth came to Fairbanks in 1906.
He and his family moved to Chena in 1907, then
returned to Fairbanks in 1909. For several years
during the summer months, Tonseth farmed
thirteen miles up the Chena River from Fairbanks.
Later, he and his family moved to Fairbanks
permanently. Tonseth died following an operation at
a Portland clinic.
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Usilla, George (Jusilla)

Born: 1907
Died: sometime in the late 1940s

Usilla was born of Finnish parents in Aberdeen,
Washington. He homesteaded on Farmers Loop,
where he built a house and made a small clearing.
He owned a tractor, a plow, and a green pickup and
was employed at the old round house of the Alaska
Railroad for a time. Usilla Creek is named after him.

Ward, Charles

Charles Ward homesteaded on the Chena Hot
Springs Road. He died in August of 1919.

Waugh, William Erastus [F000344]

Born: 1871
Invited to the 1917 Farmers Convention

William Waugh arrived in Juneau in 1896. He
filed his application for 160 acres of land in June of
1914. His patent was issued and he received title
to the land October, 1919. It was located along
the present-day Chena Ridge Road near the Parks
Highway.

Weiss, James Daniel (Wiest, Weist)
“Strawberry Jimmy”

Born: 1853
Died: April 11, 1936 (age 83); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery

James Daniel Weiss located land he liked and
moved onto it in April 1909. The land, six miles up
the Chena River from Fairbanks, was mostly hills.
Weiss described the 100 acres as hill land with
some sloping north and some sloping south. The
highest acreage was only 150 feet above the lowlying acreage. Weiss was one of many farmers who
lived on their land for many years before filing on it.
He filed a formal application in February 1916, and
received title to it five years later.
Weiss’ order of 1,000 strawberry plants for the
1910 season arrived dead. Instead of strawberries
he planted one and a half acres of vegetables and
eighteen apple trees, which he started from seed.
Also planted were eight pounds of potatoes that
yielded 400 pounds when harvested. Weiss used
fresh horse manure on each hill that season. A
killing frost hit his low-lying land on August 11,

but on the hillside freezing did not occur until
September 14, a full month later. The report Weiss
made to the Agricultural Experiment Station
summing up the 1911 season noted his unsuccessful
fruit tree endeavors. Weiss had ordered apple trees
to be sent up to him, but they had not survived the
winter. His cabbage, cauliflower, and turnips had
been poor due to root maggots. However, he rated
his crop of Freeman potatoes as the best in town.
These he sold for seven and eight cents per pound.
Weiss attended the April 1917 Farmers’ Day
gathering and became one of TVAA’s charter
members. He was one of the growers who provided
potatoes to fulfill the organization’s first contract
(see Part I, Chapter 6, p. 31). His interest in growing
fruit continued. Trees arrived periodically from
Outside and from Sitka; Weiss tried various kinds of
trees and trees of different ages to determine which
might be the most suitable for the Interior’s soil and
climate. Several thousand raspberry canes arrived
from the Sitka Experiment Station. Large delicious
berries and heavy producing canes were the result of
his efforts. Weiss practiced a technique of layering
the canes. In the fall the canes were laid down and
covered with earth to protect them from winterkill
and to retard spring growth until the last frost was
past.
In 1918, James Weiss bought the first flour mill
for the community. It arrived on the last boat of the
season and was set up in H.C. Davis’ Sash and Door
factory on Garden Island. It was a small mill with
a 12-horsepower motor. William Borden brought
wheat from his Birch Hills farm to be ground,
becoming in November 1918 the first TVAA
member to enjoy Alaska flour. Other members as
well had grown extra acres of grain that season in
anticipation of homemade flour.
Small samples of Marquis and Norway wheat
seed as well as garden pea seed were left at the
First National Bank by Weiss. From there, other
farmers placed orders for seed from him. In 1917
he advertised for sale 100 pounds of seed peas
and 200 pounds of wheat. Weiss grew outstanding
beans and peas. Photographer Albert Johnson took
a picture which shows Weiss standing near the
top of his sloping acreage surrounded by rows of
heavily producing peas and beans. Participation
in the annual fair was something he enjoyed. His
homemade jam won first prize in the home canning
division. It was the “finest collection ever on display”
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James Weiss, an excellent grower, standing next to a fence hanging heavy with peas. The bush beans in
the foreground are ready to be picked too.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #1977-0089-00066, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

according to the News-Miner.93 Weiss entered a
new potato variety he had developed called Alaska
Beauty.
In the 1920s Weiss began raising many strawberries, thus earning the nickname Strawberry
Jimmy. As girls, Alaska Linck and two of her
friends would go upriver to work for Weiss picking
strawberries. The girls lived in a tent near the river.
For each box of berries picked, they earned five
cents. A box sold in Fairbanks for 25 cents.94 Weiss
had one horse and no family. His cabin was higher
up the slope than the girls’ camp. One day while
Weiss was away, the three girls, thinking his cabin
was dirty and smelly, decided it was in need of a
good cleaning. However, even after the cabin had
been cleaned and was quite tidy looking, the odor

still lingered. So the three poked around a bit more,
looking for the source of the smell, finally locating it
under the floor. In a cool box there, they discovered
a batch of very ripe sourdough starter. They decided
to leave it as they found it. Years later Alaska Linck
wondered if Weiss had appreciated their well-meant
efforts. The girls ate their meals in the cabin with
Weiss. A favorite dish of his, and one which he made
frequently, was new potatoes and peas in a runny,
milky sauce. That was all right, Linck recalled, but
the girls did not like to watch him cook for he would
now and then clean his hands by rubbing them on
his beard.95
Weiss worked hard on his farm and did most of
the work alone. For twenty-five years he grew fruits
and vegetables, selling them in Fairbanks by going
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door-to-door. He needed help picking berries and to
do certain other tasks because he was plagued with
a large hernia. In 1936 Strawberry Jimmy Weiss was
found dead in his town cabin on a Sunday morning.

Wheeler, Wallace D.

Died: 1931
Buried on his homestead

Wallace Wheeler was born in Bristol, England.
He arrived in Alaska in 1899 via Skagway. By August
1924, he had obtained a homestead ten miles up
the Chena Slough from Fairbanks. On an October
morning in 1931 Mr. Wheeler went moose hunting.
He failed to return. A number of people who
knew him became very concerned for his safety.
He had previously suffered from heart problems,
so his friends feared the worst. One of the largest
manhunts of the times was organized to search for
Wheeler. Fearing that he had collapsed on the trail
and died, the search party followed his tracks for
several miles. Harry Badger played a prominent
part in organizing the search. From the air, pilots
S.E. Robbins and J.T. Hutchinson failed to find the
rancher. Two more search parties went out, made
up of the Pioneers of Alaska and the Fraternal
Order of Eagles. Still they did not find Wheeler. A
group of 103 searchers was organized. By this time
they feared he had fallen in some open water and
drowned. Friends recalled that for several months
in the past Wheeler had had premonitions of dying,
and that he had expressed the desire to be cremated
and that none should sorrow at his passing. On
May 24, 1932 Wheeler’s body was found three
miles from his home and about twenty feet from
the river bank. His hunting knife was found but not
his rifle. His body was taken to the Wheeler ranch
where he was buried (despite his own wish to be
cremated). Funeral services were held at the ranch
by the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Pioneers of
Alaska.

White, Thomas H.

Born: 1865
Married: May 1888 in Everson,
Washington and 1927 in Fairbanks

Thomas White and his first wife came north
to Dawson in 1898 by way of Dyea. They came to
the interior of Alaska with their three children and
Thomas filed for eighty acres of homestead land in

1917. He received the title in 1924. The land was
adjacent to and east of John Grenac’s land. Grenac,
neighbor Claus Johnson, and Charles Desjardins
were witnesses for White, as was William F. Kramer.
White was one of many homesteaders invited to
the Farmers’ Day gathering in 1917 and one of the
men who grew potatoes for the first contract of the
Tanana Valley Agriculture Association born of that
gathering. TVAA contracted to supply potatoes
to Fort Gibbon, the army facility at the confluence
of the Tanana and Yukon rivers. The News-Miner
notified the potato growers in the September 22,
1917 edition, urging them to bring their potatoes
the following day to the steamer Jacob. Payment
for the potatoes was received in mid-October. Nine
farmers, Henry Riddle, Thomas H. White, James E.
Williams, Charles Miller, William P. Borden, Paul J.
Rickert, James W. Weiss, Charles Desjardins, and
Peter A. Nelson had the honor and the satisfaction
of putting money in their pockets and establishing
the organization’s efforts to feed the population of
the Interior.
The first Mrs. White died in January of 1920
after a long illness. Thomas White remarried in
1927; his longtime friends Mr. and Mrs. Kramer
were witnesses for the small wedding.
In his sixties White developed an interest in
the reindeer business and became president of the
Tanana Valley Reindeer Association and manager
of its ranch on the upper Chena. There were many
legal changes in the late 1920s through the 1930s
concerning allowed ownership of reindeer and the
profit that could be made from these animals. In
1930 White acquired a new title: president of the
Alaska Reindeer and Fur Breeding Company. When
that position came to an end, the Whites moved
Outside.

Widener, Samuel

Born: 1853 in Pennsylvania
Died: September 2, 1934 (age 82), buried
at Clay Street Cemetery
Widener, Mrs. A.

Samuel Widener was born in Pennsylvania. He
and his wife came to the Klondike in 1898, going
on to Nome in 1900. Mrs. Widener was a young
woman when she came north with her husband,
crossing the famous Chilkoot Pass from Dyea to the
headwaters of the Yukon. She was at Sheep Camp
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when a great snowslide took the lives of many men.
She was caught in the slide but managed to escape.
The following spring, the Wideners proceeded
to Dawson after shooting the Whitehorse rapids in a
small boat. In the fall of 1900 they started down the
Yukon River in the stampede for Nome. They were
frozen in at Ft. Yukon, so they started back over the
ice for Dawson. After several days, they made it to
Dawson and remained there until January 1901.
At that time they again left for Nome, traveling the
2,000 or more miles over the ice of the frozen Yukon
with a dog team. It was not until the end of February
that they arrived in Nome. Nome at this time was in
the midst of the exciting days of beach digging, with
fist- and gunfights and troubles of every kind. They
stayed there for a few years.
Their next move was to Kotzebue country
at Candle and vicinity. From there they came to
Fairbanks in 1906. The Wideners’ home in Fairbanks
was in the 1300s block on Second Avenue. Mrs.
Widener baked pies and cakes and Sam drove
down the streets with a cart selling them. He took
up a homestead in June 1914 and received his
patent in November 1918. The homestead was five
miles downriver from Fairbanks on a tract of land
that is adjacent to what are now the grounds of
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. The 230-acre
homestead was located south of Geist Road and
on both sides of present-day University Avenue.
Widener Lane is near the Chena River Bridge. The
Wideners used the land for gardening and raising
goats for a goat milk business.
After Samuel died at his home in Fairbanks
in 1934, his funeral was under the auspices of the
Pioneers of Alaska. After this, Mrs. Widener, one
of the most notable and active women of Alaska
and the Yukon, left for the states and returned to
her girlhood home in Michigan. She began giving
lectures and writing of her northern adventures in
1935. Her stories were of the exciting years between
1898 when she went to the Klondike and 1906 when
she came to live in Fairbanks. During her thirtyseven years in the northland, she was prominent in
pioneer undertakings in Skagway, Dawson, Circle,
Nome, Kotzebue, and Fairbanks, among other
places.

Williams, James E. (W.)

James E. Williams was named as a supplier of
potatoes for the TVAA’s first contract September 22,

1917. A notice on this date in the Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner listed the local growers and alerted
them to the steamer Jacob’s expected arrival the next
day, September 23. Farmers who were part of the
contract were to bring their potatoes to the steamer
for shipment. A list of winners at the Anchorage
fair the fall of 1925 includes a James W. Williams as
having won second prize for his exhibit of brome
grass. (It is not certain that these refer to the same
person, however it seems likely that it does and that
one of the sources made a mistake on his middle
initial.)

Yager, Charles Cyrus [F000393]
Born: 1871

Charles Yager arrived in the Fairbanks area
in 1894. He filed an application for 320 acres of
homestead land off the Steese Highway in 1915.
This land is near today’s Felix Pedro Monument. He
relinquished the land in October 1918.

Young, William

By 1906 William Young was known as a pioneer
rancher in the Tanana Valley. He began farming in
1903 on rich, level, sandy loam soil near the Chena
River. He raised barley and buckwheat, chickens
and pigs, potatoes, carrots, beets, and cabbage.
An account in the 1909 Annual Report of Alaska
Agriculture Experiment Stations outlined Young’s
success on fifty cultivated acres. He raised twentyfive tons of hay, which he sold for $60 to $100
per ton. The yield on three acres of potatoes was
eighteen tons: One of the acres had been fertilized
and produced half of the tonnage. Another one and
a half acres yielded seven and a half tons of carrots.
His greenhouse provided lettuce, cucumbers, and
tomatoes. Although he said his 250 brown leghorn
hens were expensive to feed, they were nonetheless
profitable. In the winter months Young sold the eggs
for $2 a dozen.
That same year, Young had nine Berkshire
brood sows and a Poland China boar. As each
sow produced a litter, the number of pigs on his
homestead soared to fifty-two by the end of the
year. They were housed in a warm building and the
pens were cleaned each day. Garden and farm waste,
as well as damaged grain that Young bought from
merchants and shippers, was fed to the animals. In
six weeks, the piglets weighed 150 pounds. When
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William Young cutting grain with his sickle mower. Birch Hill is behind him. Photo taken around 1910 .
—Albert J. Johnson, Charles Bunnell Collection, Accession #1958-1026-02205, Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

mature the hogs sold for 30¢ a pound and the
younger pigs brought 75¢ per pound.
Young’s 1911 report to the Agricultural Experiment Station disclosed that he continued to raise
grain, potatoes, and vegetables. Hogs, chickens, and
cattle were also mentioned. Prices for hogs continued to be in the 30¢ to 60¢ per pound range and
eggs were selling for $2 to $4 a dozen. Under one
of his barns was a large cellar that housed a steam
boiler. It put off enough heat to keep his animals
warm when the temperatures were cold.
However, by 1916 Young had had enough of
hog farming and declared an end to it. There was
no money in it, he said. Although it was a means
of using surplus farm products such as milk and
produce, he gave up the pigs. Young received title
to his land in 1916 and slowly eased away from
farming. Charles Slater farmed Young’s land in
1920, using it for hay production and for grazing his

fledgling dairy herd. Henry Bentley bought the 284acre homestead from Young in the early 1920s.
The 1909–1910 Alaska-Yukon Magazine
included a letter William Young wrote to congressional delegate James Wickersham. He relates his
success at growing various crops and vegetables. His
observations were important, for they helped propel
Tanana Valley agriculture to greater achievements.
“I know from 6 years of experience on this farm
that farming can be made entirely successful
to produce everything which can be raised in
Minnesota and the Dakotas and that there is no
valley in the north so wide and rich and variable for
agricultural purposes as the Tanana Valley. I have
several neighbors immediately around the town of
Fairbanks who are engaged in successful farming,
and we have in the last year raised almost enough to
supply the local market.”96
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Zehnder, Alphons

Born: 1863, Switzerland
Died: 1937 (age 74), Fairbanks
Invited guest to Farmers’ Day luncheon

Alphons Zehnder arrived in Skagway in 1902.
After coming to the Fairbanks area in 1903, he
mined in the creeks for several years. In 1908
Zehnder took up a 320-acre homestead west of
Illinois Street, bordered on the north by Noyes
Slough. Today the railroad industrial area sits in
part on Zehnder’s homestead. He built a log house
and had a sixty-acre clearing. Alphons grew a good
crop of alfalfa in 1926 and entered a sample in the
Anchorage fair. He also had a large vegetable garden.
It was noted that he once donated fifty pounds
of cabbage as a prize at a dance. On June 5, 1930
Zehnder departed for the states, planning a trip to

Buckwheat field at the Fairbanks Experiment Farm.  

the old home in Switzerland. At that time he had
not decided whether he would return to Alaska. It
is not known when he returned to Fairbanks. He
became ill and was admitted to St. Joseph’s Hospital.
Before he died, he sold his land to the Fairbanks
Exploration Company.

Zingg, Andrew [F000847]

Invited guest to Farmers’ Day luncheon

In January 1917 Zingg filed an application
for homestead land. The land description is not
known. That same year, he was invited to attend
the Farmers’ Day activities. Zingg’s name is not
included on the 1919 map of homesteaders. He was
mentioned in the News-Miner during the fall of
1917 as having arrived in town from the creeks.97

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #1977-0089-00079, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Chena Farmers
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he community of Chena was incorporated as a town in 1903.
That same year, a post office was established. The town at the
confluence of the Chena and Tanana rivers grew quickly, and,
as Fairbanks became the business center of the area, declined
just as quickly. The Tanana Valley Railroad had its southern terminus at
Chena. In 1907, with a population of 400, the busy town had two hotels,
two general stores, a bakery, a laundry, and two restaurants. Three years
later there were a police and fire department, electricity and telephone
services, a public school, Catholic and Presbyterian churches, a sawmill,
and a planing mill. By 1915, the Tanana Valley Railroad had moved its
general manager’s office to Garden Island and the population of Chena
had dwindled to fifty souls.
The hillsides above Chena had been harvested of trees for use by the
railroad and as fuel for riverboats. Some of this cleared land was used for
farming. As Chena declined, some buildings were moved to Fairbanks
and others were floated downstream to Nenana. Lumber from remaining
buildings was used as firewood, or boiler wood for passing riverboats.
The railroad tracks that had provided daily train service to Fairbanks were
pulled up following World War I.
During the short heyday of Chena, farming had a big presence. Market
gardeners raised grain, potatoes, and, in their greenhouses, priceless
tomatoes. The Alaska Agricultural Experiment Station provided seeds
to individuals who requested them. In the early years of farming in the
Interior, it was unknown what vegetables and grains would mature by the
end of the short summer. Providing seed to those eager to grow food for
the new camps was a sure way to find out.
Henry Butke reported in October 1906 that all his seeds had done well
at Chena, but that he wanted them earlier the following year to ensure a
mature crop. Two Chena farmers won prizes at the 1909 Fairbanks fair,
and their exhibits, along with forty-seven others, were sent to the New
York City Broadway’s Investment Building for display. Frank Mathe’s
five-pound sheaf of club wheat was grown on side-hill ground. His winter
wheat had been planted September 10, 1908. W.M. Sheppard’s potato
exhibit came from a successful harvest of 150 bushels from a 60 by 200
foot area.
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Chena Farmers
Name

Years in Chena

Occupation

Beldon, Harlon O. (1873-1920)

1904-1920

farmer

Butke, Henry

1906-1916

gardener

Davis, Frank

1915-1916

farmer

Farrell, William

1907-1908

market gardener

Harben, Harold

1909-1910

gardener

Hartwig, William

1915-1916

farmer

Hugger, Matthew

1909-1910

gardener

Loper, Mark

1915-1916

farmer

Mathe, Frank

1908-1909

farmer

1907-1917

gardener

Sigsbee, Ephrin W.

1907-1920

gardener

Sheppard, W.M.

1909

farmer

Weurick, Charles

1906-1910

market gardener

Weurick, William

1906-1910

market gardener

Sigsbee, Bill W.98
99

Beldon, Harlon O.

Born: 1873, New York State
Died: February 16, 1920 (age 47), in Chena;
buried at Clay Street Cemetery

Harlan O. Beldon came to Alaska in 1898
from northern New York State. That year he
went to the Koyukuk area with his friend Volney
Richmond to prospect and to work as a woodcutter.
In 1904, Beldon came to Chena from Rampart,
and he and his wife lived in Chena during most
of the town’s life. His farm was part of the Chena
townsite, complete with barns, a house, stock,
and farm implements. While developing his farm,
Beldon worked for William Sunderbruch in his
store and later became the owner of the grocery
store. Over the years he served as agent for the
Dominion Commercial Company and the Northern
Commercial Company. For a time he was also the
postmaster in Chena.
Competition among friends, love of the river,
and racing boats started a long time ago. The August
9, 1911 News-Miner account of Beldon’s homemade
racing boat tells the tale:
As motor boats on the river multiply
there is a growth in rivalry among the
owners as to speed. The only way to settle

the difference of opinion on this score will
be to arrange a race—say from Fairbanks to
Chena and return.
H.O. Beldon, the Chena boat builder, for
one is anxious to get up a race and is willing
to back his little boat the Shrimp. He says
he doesn’t have much money at present but
will wager in addition a few stacks of dog
salmon—a former currency of the realm.
Beldon’s boat is painted red, using only 6
horse power which has surprised several by
the way it cuts upstream.
Others have boats too. Martin Harrais,
Charley Thompson, Tom Gibson, Bert
LeQue and Roy Rutherford—quite certain a
race will be arranged.
In July 1915, Beldon and Howard Atwell, special
land agent, left from Beldon’s farm for a trip up and
down the entire length of the Yukon River in Alaska,
traveling many thousands of miles.
Harlon Beldon died of cancer during the winter
of 1920 in Chena, where by then the population
had dwindled to eighteen persons. Because Beldon
and his wife owned the last remaining business in
Chena, his death was a big step toward the final
demise of the town. Beldon’s funeral was held at the
Fairbanks Eagles Hall with the Pioneers of Alaska

Chena Farmers
presiding. It was said to have been the longest
funeral in years.

Sigsbee, Ephraim and William

Although both Ephraim and Bill Sigsbee had
been part of the Chena community since 1907, it
was not until the spring of 1914 that the two applied
for land. They chose acreage about one and a half
miles from the Chena townsite. Invitations to attend
the Farmers Convention on April 28, 1917 were sent
to each of the brothers. In August that same year Bill
Sigsbee registered for military duty. Ephraim Sigsbee
received title to 289 acres in April 1920. The land
Bill Sigsbee hoped to develop was relinquished in
January 1920. A reference to E.W. Sigsbee in a 1911
article in Alaska-Yukon Magazine concerned wheat
he raised. The Russian winter wheat Sigsbee grew
at Chena had fully matured grain with heads about
two and a half inches long. Volunteer heads were
somewhat smaller, averaging two inches long.

Weurick, Charles and William100

Both Charles and William Weurick lived in
Chena and worked as market gardeners from 1906
to 1910. William Weurick had a successful seven to
eight acres of garden. He had a greenhouse heated
with a wood stove where he raised early tomatoes
and cucumbers. His selling price was $1 per pound
for tomatoes. Cucumbers were 50¢ each or $5 a
dozen.
An innovative man, Weurick constructed a hot
bed in a greenhouse that was heated by a woodstove
at each end. The stoves were set below ground level
with four ventilators running below his hot bed.
Unfortunately there was a flaw in his design: The
bed of 10,000 late cabbage plants caught fire in 1907
and burned out his hoped-for crop.
For fertilizing his crops he used horse manure.
Weurick also collected the fish heads discarded by
the local Athabaskans. Thousands of fish, mostly
chum or dog salmon, were caught and dried
headless for winter dog food. The fish heads became
fertilizer in his cabbage rows. To irrigate his market
garden, Weurick constructed a water wheel along
the banks of the Tanana River. It had four wooden
buckets, each five feet long, twelve inches wide,
and eighteen inches deep. These were positioned
at the ends of long arms. The water current raised
each arm with its bucket ten feet above the bank,

dumping its contents toward his gardens. Weurick
estimated the amount of water thrown out of the
river in this manner at 50,000 gallons or better. The
estimated cost of his water wheel was $100, mostly
labor. Approximately 150 feet of lumber was used.
The season had been successful, Weurick reported
to the experiment station. He was especially pleased
with his potato yield—for each pound planted, he
harvested twelve.
Over the decades, high water in the Chena and
Tanana Rivers has erased the townsite of Chena.
All traces of farming are gone. Harlon Beldon’s fine
farm and William Weurick’s tall water wheel have
long since washed away.
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Dairies

he coming of the first milk cow to Dawson made news when
she arrived in 1898 with nineteen male companions, vexed and
giving little milk. Her first small milking was exchanged for
$130 in gold dust and her hopeful owner expected to get $100
for the next few milkings. The new arrival was fed “packing case hay”—
excelsior—and flour, the newspaper reported.
The number of cows supplying milk from the Fairbanks dairies was
not great in the early years, nor did the milk drinkers pay such excessive
amounts for fresh milk.
To achieve high production from their cows, dairymen must feed
their animals well and provide shelter from freezing temperatures and
damp ground. A healthy and contented cow becomes a good milk
producer. The original cost of the stock, procuring adequate, quality
feed and suitable shelter, processing equipment, and bottles, along with
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The Bentley sons, George and
Harry, with a wagonload of
hay, circa 1920s.
—Collection of
Cliff Burglin

Dairies
labor costs, all make dairy farming an immense
undertaking. This was as true in the early days of
farming in the Tanana Valley as it is today. It took
a focused and dedicated farmer to attend to his
animals and business every day, year round, for most
of his adult life.
By 1919 the growing town had seven cattle
owners, all but one of whom had less than a
dozen head. The largest cattleman owned just
over two dozen animals. Inspection of dairy herds
by a government veterinarian had begun. This
inspection, primarily a test for bovine tuberculosis,
was given to all the Territory’s cattle including those
at the experiment stations. That summer, 1919,
many animals in Fairbanks were found to have
tuberculosis. Each infected animal was destroyed.
Fortunately, no person drinking local milk ever
got tuberculosis. Annual testing resulted in safer
milk throughout the Territory. A 1925 report listed
666 head of cattle in Alaska, and only eight had
to be destroyed due to tuberculosis. The Interior
dairymen got high praise from the government
veterinarian in 1928, for all 116 cows tested were

free of disease. Nineteen of these animals belonged
to the experiment station. It was evident to the
inspector that milking conditions were more
sanitary, milk was handled with greater care, and
cows were getting more attention than had been
the case in earlier years. Fairbanks dairymen were
lauded by the inspector for raising more cows
locally, because the chance of disease diminished
when fewer cows were brought in from Outside.
Again in 1930, “a clean bill of health” was given
to Fairbanks dairymen, whereas that same year
an Anchorage dairyman lost twelve cows to
tuberculosis.

Bentley, Henry Thompson & Wilhelmina
(Minnie) C.
Henry Bentley
Born: October 25, 1866 in Grantham,
Lincolnshire, England
Died: October 31, 1947 (age 81),
Fairbanks; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery
Minnie Bentley
Born: 1867
Died: 1936
Children: Helen (1896-Sept. 10, 1987);
George (1901-1972) (born in Seattle);
Harry (1900-1969); Harold (1909-1932)
(buried at Clay Street Cemetery)

Henry Thompson Bentley was a respected
Fairbanks dairyman for over thirty years, and an
invited guest to the 1917 Farmers’ Day. Bentley
came to the United States from England as a young
man. He had learned the bakers and confectioners
trade in England and opened his own business in
Los Angeles. When gold was struck in the Klondike,
Bentley went to Dawson and worked at the Melbenn
Café. The Nome strike enticed him to Alaska and
to open his own café, the North Star. Continuing
to follow the gold strikes, Bentley next came to
Fairbanks in 1903. Felix Pedro persuaded him that
the Fairbanks camp would amount to something
and that it would be profitable to open a business.
Bentley established the Butte Restaurant, located

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bentley.

—Collection of Cliff Burglin
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where the Lathrop Building is today. He and his
business partner Tommy Gamble worked hard at
upgrading their eatery regularly. The restaurant
gained the reputation as the best stocked in town.
A frightening fire in May 1906 burned a large
portion of downtown Fairbanks, including Bentley’s
business. The loss was estimated at $8,000. As soon
as cleanup was completed, Bentley vowed to build a
bigger and better restaurant.
In 1912, when Bentley was forty-six, the family
moved to Graehl (or as it was called at times,
Bentley Island), now Island Homes. He sold his
restaurant and began farming. To support the
fledgling farm and his family, he worked part time
at the Arcade Café. On July 1, 1914, Bentley filed
paperwork on eighty-four acres, land to which he
received title in March of 1921.
Over the years, registered cattle, some with
notable pedigrees, were acquired for the dairy. In
1930 Bentley sold a Holstein bull to the Seward
Methodist Episcopal Institution with the following
credentials:

Sir Gerbon Mona Segis

Sire: Sir Matador Gerbon—won first prize for
three-year-olds at Pacific International Show and
sire of first-prize-winning daughter Dutchland
Governor Sir Colantha.
Dam: Mona Segis Prospect
Granddam: Segis Pietertye Prospect—champion
butter producer in the United States over all breeds
and ages for a two-year period (she produced 2,864
pounds of butter).
The Italian government had paid $3,000 for
the brother of Sir Gerbon. Bentley’s dairy herd
was carefully built up over the years by selecting
registered cattle. Only his young stock were not
registered. All twenty-three head of Bentley’s
splendid cattle were lost on a bitter cold night in
November 1930 when his farm was destroyed by
fire. Not only were the cattle and barn lost; a pair of
horses, many chickens, sixty tons of hay, the bottling
plant and separator, the light plant, the milking
machines and bottles also went up in smoke.
Bentley, his son Harold, and the milker Jasper
Finley were asleep in the house at the time. They
were awakened after midnight by Tom Gibson of the
Fairbanks Exploration Company with news of the
fire. When the hose truck arrived, the firemen could

not break the ice of Noyes Slough to pump water
onto the fire. However, they did manage to save the
nearby Bentley home and the delivery truck.
This determined gentleman rose above the
turmoil of the night and the heartbreak of his
terrible loss to announce plans that must have
warmed all the frostbitten ears of the firefighters—
he would build again. Cattle would be shipped
from the states. He would provide shelter for them
and in the summer a new barn would be erected.
The Bentley Dairy would continue. The afternoon
following the fire, the newspaper of course printed
an account of it. Included was a “Card of Thanks.”
Bentley wrote: “My thanks and gratitude are due
the Fairbanks Fire Department and members of the
F.E. Company who rendered assistance in saving my
home. We especially thank Mr. Thomas Gibson and
Mr. Pat O’Connor for waking us up, thereby saving
our lives. Again we thank the many citizens who
on a very cold day came to our place with words
of sympathy for our loss. Henry T. Bentley, Harold
Bentley and Jasper Finley.”101
Two months later a shipment of cows arrived
by train from the Carnation Dairy in Washington.
They were under the care of Rasmus Simonson. The
rebuilding of the Bentley Dairy was underway. The
fall of 1932, two cows were to arrive for the dairy by
train. The herd grew as they came north, for a calf
was born en route.
All the children attending school in Fairbanks
went home for lunch. Mr. Bentley’s milk route
always passed school at noon as the children hurried
home. Some of the boys would jump up on the milk
wagon and hang on until they were close to their
homes. Bentley often went as far as the 1100 block,
about two miles from his dairy, which allowed many
of the children to ride most or all of the way home
for lunch. Mark Ringstad, one of the boys who used
to ride Bentley’s delivery truck, remembers him as a
likable, quiet, and kindly man.
As the owners of homesteads adjacent to the
Bentley land gave up their parcels, Mr. Bentley
bought what acreage he could. He acquired land
once farmed by William Young, Oliver Newcomb,
and Mel Sabin. World War II brought other changes.
A railroad spur into the new Ladd Field crossed
Bentley’s land; other pieces of it were used for
stockpiling military supplies as well.
The Bentley Dairy, in the later, peak years of
production, had about sixty cows. After Bentley
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died in 1947, his sons, who were his partners in the
Bentley Dairy operation, continued the business for
five years. The dairy closed about 1952. The Bentley
family and the Creamer family both served the
Fairbanks community faithfully with their excellent
dairies.
This poem, from Frank B. Camp, was published
April 30, 1948, in Jessen’s Weekly:

“Fresh Milk”, dedicated to 2 Pioneers,
Creamer and Bentley of Fairbanks, Alaska

This is the tale of two strong men,
Who conquered the Perma Frost,
Who planted the seeds of Dairy Farms
Regardless of labor or cost.
Who watched the seeds grow on Tundra Soil,
With Faith in the things they planned,
While some of us sneered and smiled & laughed,
And drank of the milk that was canned.
For we couldn’t vision a real milk cow,
On land where the moose had trod,
Not a bawling calf or pawing bull
On pasture that grew on sod.

Order form and bottle cap of the Bentley Dairy.
Bottle cap shown approximately 200% actual size.
—Collection of Jo Papp
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Where once the Nigger Heads* held full sway,
Through a treacherous muskeg swamp,
Where the Mallards flew and the ducklings grew
And the muskrats would playfully romp.
But these Pioneers of the Dairy Farms
Were men of the Bunyan Breed,
With a single thought and a tireless will
And the slogan “we will succeed”,
So they cleared the land of moss and trees
With tractor and horse and plow,
And built their homes and sheds and barns
While the dreamed of the Dairy Cow.
Then after years of constant toil,
Their acres grew green with grass,
And the hay and winter silo crops
Were stored for the cows en-masse,
And the Creamers and the Bentley herds
Ceased being our standard jokes
For the daily, fresh pasturized milk
Delivered each day to our homes.
Just one day old not three or four
Like the Air-Borne milk that roams
The Creamer milk and the Bentley milk,
Is never grounded by fogs;
It is never missing when storms are hissing
And the air freight ceases and clogs.
And it’s not surpassed or even outclassed
By the milk by the herd outside,
So Mothers of Fairbanks, you with the babes,
Use the milk from our Herds with pride.
When the dairy was dismantled in the 1980s
and ’90s before the West Fred Meyer’s and Bentley
Mall were built, Frank Therrell (among others)
salvaged windows and siding from the dairy. Therrell
later built a small two-storey house with a barn roof
in Ester using this lumber, installing the old singlepane windows, and painted it barn red with white
trim. Today the lower half of the building houses the
John Trigg Ester Library.

* Editors’ note: This term was used to describe
tussocks of earth and sedges in swampland.

Buzby, Harry C. (Henry) (also spelled
Busby) & Louise Jane

Born: October 12, 1863 in Burlington,
New Jersey
Died: January 29, 1931 (age 68); buried at
Clay Street Cemetery
Married: Louise Jane Buzby
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

Harry Buzby did so well at farming that he was
called a “pioneer agriculturalist” in a newspaper
article.102 He knew a lot about livestock and for a
time had a dairy herd. Market gardening was his
first undertaking in Fairbanks. Buzby contributed
much to the beginning of farming in Alaska.
As a lad, Buzby moved from New Jersey to
Illinois with his parents. As a young man he worked
as a surveyor and rancher in Montana. With his
young family, he moved to Oregon in 1898. The
news of the Klondike gold strike caught his interest,
but it was the 1900 strike in Nome that finally
drew him north. In 1901 Buzby moved his family
to Skagway, where he worked in a molybdenum
mine. The next move brought the Buzby family to
Fairbanks in 1904.
The family settled on land a mile or so upriver
from Fairbanks (now part of Fort Wainwright)
that they called Buzby Island. No time was wasted.
Land was cleared and a market garden planted. The
vegetables the Buzby family raised were sold to the
growing population of Fairbanks. Buzby also raised
grain and potatoes.
In 1908 he tried something new—starting his
potatoes in the greenhouse and transplanting them
outdoors in early June. This technique is still used by
some farmers to get potatoes on the market ahead
of the competition. The previous year he planted
potatoes on May 9 and the family had new potatoes
for dinner on the 4th of July. Early on (1907)103
Buzby had experimented with fruit trees, but
winterkill that year ended that endeavor.
In the early years, friendly Mr. Buzby wished for
a gasoline launch to travel to Fairbanks or go across
the river to his neighbor, a man named Morgan.
In time launches did take people up and down
the Chena River. His son Jayson “Jay” Buzby was
manager of the N.C. Company in Hot Springs in
the early 1930s. He owned a 40-horsepower launch
named Mary Isabel, which carried fifteen people
under cover.
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The Buzbys decided to sell or lease their
farm in 1921 when Mrs. Buzby became ill. James
Feaster took over the property, followed by several
other tenants. Mr. and Mrs. Buzby moved first to
Sacramento, California, and then to Tillamook,
Oregon, where they operated a dairy farm. They
returned to Fairbanks in 1926 with plans to begin
a dairy farm. Proof of their intentions were the
eighteen head of cattle they brought with them. The
Buzby herd was a Holstein, Guernsey, and Jersey
mix. Again they began in earnest. Here are a few of
their newspaper advertisements:
March 8, 1928—“Buzby’s Dairy; Pure Dairy
Products From Best Young Cows; Order Any Time;
Phone the Ranch”; April 11, 1928—“Buzby’s Dairy;
Fresh Butter, Sweet Cream. Cream. Cottage Cheese.
Real Buttermilk;” January 2, 1929 (in addition to the
previous advertisement) “The Quality of Our Milk
Never Changes.”
Harry Buzby died of a stroke in 1931. Even
beyond his dairying, Buzby contributed to the
growth and vitality of Fairbanks through his
knowledge and enjoyment of horticulture, his skills
as an outdoorsman, and his generous friendships.
He was also a contributing member of TVAA. He
was survived by his wife, two daughters, and four
sons.

Creamer, Charles Albert & Anna
Elizabeth Carr

Charles Creamer
Born: May 4, 1889 in Weaverville,
California
Married: October 16, 1920
Died: December 14, 1974 (age 85),
Fairbanks; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery
Anna Elizabeth Carr Creamer
Born: January 20 1883
Arrived: (Nome) 1903
Died: October 14, 1965 (age 82); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery
Ask any Fairbanksan today to name a historical
farm and its location and most will answer Creamers
Dairy on College Road.
Mrs. Creamer’s sister, Belle, and her brotherin-law Charles Hinckley began a dairy farm in
Fairbanks in 1904. The final location of the Hinckley
Dairy became Creamers Dairy when the business

was sold to Charles and Anna Creamer. These two
families, Hinckley and Creamer, provided milk to
the Fairbanks area for sixty continuous years—an
agricultural record for the Interior. No other
agricultural undertaking has lasted that many years.
Paul J. Rickert’s market garden and greenhouse,
which was an important business for a little over
thirty years, an amazing feat in itself, comes in a
distant second.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Creamer lived in Fairbanks
before their marriage. They moved to the Northwest
until the Depression hit that part of the country
and spelled the end of their chicken farming
business, after which they and their son Donald G.
Creamer returned to Fairbanks and purchased the
Hinckley farm in 1928. The News-Miner carried this
advertisement May 1, 1928: “Hinckley’s Dairy under
new management. Cows all tested, pure sanitary
milk.”
The following year, seven purebred Holstein
and Guernsey cows arrived for the Creamers on
the freight train. The cattle came from E.R. Peoples
Ranch in Monroe, Washington. Mr. Peoples had
general merchandise stores in Skagway, Dawson,
and Fairbanks during the gold strikes. On leaving
Fairbanks in 1918, Peoples developed one of the
largest purebred cattle ranches in Washington.
Charles Slater sold his dairy to Creamer in
1929—ten head of milking cows, a yearling, and two
calves. Harry Buzby sold his herd to Creamer that
fall—nine head of Holsteins, Jerseys, and Guernseys.
Frank Betschart, who also raised cows and sold the
milk, sold his animals to Creamer at about this time
as well.
When the Bentley herd was destroyed in a
fire in 1930, Creamer brought in six more cows
from Monroe, Washington, to take up the slack in
production. A newspaper advertisement placed by
Creamer begged: “Hang On to the Bottle. Drink
all you want but don’t destroy the bottle. How can
you expect Charlie Creamer to bring you ‘a quart
of sunshine’ real fresh milk with lots of cream if
he hasn’t any bottles left to peddle it in. Save the
bottle!”104 A notice a month later thanked adults for
drinking less milk during the shortage caused by the
Bentley fire so that children would get enough.
The Creamers at first farmed with six horses—
“mismatched teams” of Morgans, Don Creamer
recalled later. Their first tractor was a Fordson, one
that was left behind by the Wilkins Expedition.
Hubert Wilkins stockpiled supplies on land adjacent
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Charles and Anna
Creamer bought the
Hinckley Dairy in 1928.
The 1927 winter scene of
the complex compared
to the summer scene of
1928 shows change and
growth—a building being
constructed in the center,
an addition to the house,
and a delivery truck in the
driveway.
—Charles Creamer,
Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

to the Rickert homestead during aerial exploration
of the Arctic in the late 1920s. (He and Ben Eielson
made the historic first flight over the north pole
to Spitsbergen in 1928.) In 1935 the Creamers
acquired a Case Model L tractor that was larger and
had greater power than the Fordson. A new Ford
delivery “bus” was purchased in 1934. Creamer had
a cow painted on the side of his old truck, which he
later said ‘had gone dry and fell off the wagon.’ The
truck sported a wood stove complete with a stack
coming through the back, an innovation necessary
to keep the milk from freezing during winter
deliveries. During the summer months, wet burlap
was placed over the bottles to keep them cool.
Competition at the annual fair was great in all
divisions, and dairy was no exception. The Creamers
participated each year and usually claimed a first
prize or two. One contest at the 1931 fair was to

guess the weight of Creamer’s bull, Lone Wolf. Four
people guessed accurately enough that each won
$70.08. The weight of the animal was 2,165 pounds.
Creamers Dairy became an even bigger hit with
Fairbanks when a June 6, 1931 News-Miner notice
announced: “Local Ice Cream On the Market—don’t
have to wait for ice cream from Seattle coming on
the train—Creamer’s Ice Cream is delivered to local
stores daily, pure, rich in cream and flavored right,
real ice cream. Phone Creamer’s Dairy for products
wanted: cream, ice cream, butter and buttermilk.”
At the monthly TVAA meetings, specific requests
were made for Creamer’s ice cream to be served as a
refreshment.
The advertisements for the dairy were frequent
and full of information. “Why had Guernseys been
added to the herd?—for rich, yellow, creamy milk,
more butterfat and 30 percent more food value,”

Dairies
Milk bottle
cap from the
Creamers Dairy.

—Collection
of Jo Papp

“New Seal-Caps on all bottles to keep rim free of
contamination,” “clean, sanitary methods used in
handling milk, visit any day between 4 and 6 pm,”
and the frequent slogan: “We keep Pure Milk Pure.”
August 20, 1938 the Creamer family hosted an
Open House at Creamer’s Meadow Dairy Farm. A

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Creamer.

splendid new barn had been built, 36 feet by 100
feet and 42 feet from the floor to the ridge pole. It
had a concrete floor and three feet of concrete walls.
There was steam heat, exhaust fans, a bottling plant,
and a bottle washing room. The ground floor was to
be a “place of contentment” for fifty milk cows. The
hay loft could hold 165 tons of hay. The two silos
required 325 acres of hay to fill; each when full held
200 tons. By the hundreds, townsfolk came to dance
in the new barn, have fun and eat lots of ice cream
cones. Properly christened, the barn was then put to
work. A second, similar barn was built after World
War II.
For many years the Creamers had a fire truck
equipped to protect their buildings and the buildings
of their neighbors. For a time this fire truck was
the only one to answer calls outside the city limits.
Occasionally a fire truck from Ladd Field would
also respond to a call. The Creamers and their fire

—Agriculture Album #7, Accession #1968-0004-00936, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks
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Creamers Dairy in the 1950s, with a contented herd of Holsteins in the foreground and the large,
handsome complex of barns, homes, and outbuildings to the rear.

—Reuel Griffin Photograph Collection, Accession #59-845-406, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

truck were a godsend to many. In 1963 Governor
William Egan acknowledged their contributions for
“outstanding unselfish service to the community.”
Each summer season extra men were hired to
work both at Creamer’s and at Bentley’s farms. The
two establishments competed not only for dairy
sales, but for hired help as well. Mr. Bentley once
observed that hired men usually picked Creamer’s
first. The reason?—The food was better there.
Mr. Creamer loved animals, and from observing
them over the years had many stories to tell. He
told of an earthquake that struck one spring as the
birds were nesting and remarked that it had been
strong enough to crack the eggs in the nest. One
newspaper story105 concerned one of Creamer’s
Holstein cows, named Nell, who disappeared. After
many hours of searching, Charlie Creamer called
pilot Jack Hewson to have a look from the air. Sure
enough, Nell was found about a mile and a quarter
north of the barn with her newborn calf. During dry
spells in the summer, Creamer would get out a hose
and make mud puddles for the barn swallows.
Not long before the dairy closed, Mr. Creamer
found the perfect kitten for a girl he knew. For a

few days he watched the latest batch of kittens at
play in the barn. The one he picked as the perfect
Christmas kitten was a mischievous tiger male
which jumped from behind a bucket each time he
passed, wanting to play with Creamer’s feet. The
kitten was, of course, named Charlie.
Dairy farming is hard, demanding work, with
little respite. The dedication of the Hinckleys, the
Creamers, and the Bentleys deserves much respect
and appreciation. The history of the Creamer family
is interwoven with much of interior Alaska’s own
history. It is well told in The History of Creamer’s
Dairy, written by Robin Lewis and published by
the Tanana-Yukon Historical Society and in Alaska
Magazine.

Gould, William G.

Born: April 9, 1849 in England
Died: February 13, 1917 (age 68) in San
Francisco, California

Gould arrived in the north country on March
17, 1899, coming first to Skagway. During the first
years of Fairbanks, he had a dairy in Graehl near the
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Hinckley’s dairy in winter. The wagon in front of the dairy has the following inscription: “Hinckley’s
Diary, pure milk and Cream, 25 cents a quart.” Johnson’s shadow can be seen in the right-hand
foreground.

—Albert J. Johnson, Huey Foto, Albert Johnson Photograph Collection, 1905-1917, UAF-1989-0166-00101,
Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

present-day north end of the Wendell Street Bridge.
In June 1906 Gould sold seven cows, a wagon shed,
harnesses, and a 60-by-150-foot piece of land to
dairyman Charles Hinckley. Between 1910 and
1916, Gould’s Dairy operated again. He brought the
last shipment of cows to Fairbanks on the steamer
Yukon the summer of 1916, selling them for a profit.
Leaving Fairbanks, he went to San Francisco.
Gould was a well-known man with the bad
habit of carrying large amounts of money on his
person. He liked others to see the money he had
whenever making a purchase. On February 20, 1917
William Gould was found floating in San Francisco
Bay, probably murdered. A son, Gilbert, survived
him. Gilbert Gould was working in the Nenana area
when his father died.

Hinckley, Charles T. & Belle

Born: 1872 in Rockford, Illinois
Died: 1947 (age 74) in Olympia,
Washington
Invited guest 1917 Farmers’ Day

The hard-working, forward-thinking Hinckleys,
Charles and Belle, went to Nome from Portland,
Oregon in 1900 with a few cows and there captured
the local milk market. With Belle’s sister Anna, they
moved their dairy business to Fairbanks in 1904. The
dairy was first located on Third Avenue between
Cowles and Kellum Streets. The business was later
moved to Graehl, on the north side of the Chena
River, when Hinckley bought W.G. Gould’s herd of
seven cows in 1906. Through the summer, the cows
grazed in Murray Meadows not far from the Ester
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Hinckley’s dairy cows, circa 1915.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #N 1977-0089-00079, Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Road. In the winter they were housed in a barn near
the present Wendell Street Bridge.
A fire in January 1909 destroyed the Hinckley
barn and herd, necessitating the family to travel
Outside and acquire more livestock. The trip was
a long one for Mr. and Mrs. Hinckley and their
daughter. They left Fairbanks on June 2, but had a
long wait in Dawson for Lake La Barge to open up
to boat traffic. They returned to Fairbanks in late
August on the steamer Tanana with six Jersey cows.
As a rule, Jerseys were not considered a profitable
animal in Alaska. Hinckley countered that Jerseys
would supply the milk products that Alaskans
wanted. But he did admit that milk production was
limited.
The 1911 Alaska Agricultural Experiment
Station report noted that Hinckley had thirty good
cows and a good market. The next summer John
Mutz and Harry Walte brought fourteen cows
over the Valdez Trail for Hinckley. That summer
a worrisome fire burned for three days near the
Hinckley farm and Birch Hill along Isabella Creek.

Fortunately, the Hinckleys escaped another disaster.
The Hinckley dairy was moved permanently to
Murray Meadows in 1915. Mr. Hinckley received
the patent to his 320 acres along Ester Road,
now College Road, in February 1917; part of his
homestead had been farmed years before by E.G.
Murray. That August the Territorial veterinarian
made his rounds of Fairbanks dairies, inspecting
and testing cattle for tuberculosis. Hinckley was
devastated to hear that twenty-five of his twentysix cows had T.B. and were to be destroyed. He was
much relieved to learn that no child who drank
Hinckley milk developed tuberculosis. As most
farmers do when hard hit, Hinckley bravely got up
and began again.
During the early 1920s, milk sold for 25¢ a quart
and a side of beef was 30¢ a pound. On the other
hand, oat hay cost $90 a ton and wild hay $50 a ton,
an important production factor. In 1928, Charles
and Belle Hinckley sold twenty-five head of dairy
cows, their homestead land, the dairy equipment
and (for a short time) their name to Charles and

Dairies
Anna Creamer. After twenty-four years of dairy
farming, they left Fairbanks to do some traveling.
Mrs. Hinckley died shortly after the move Outside.
For a time Mr. Hinckley had a dairy farm near
Olympia, Washington.

Slater, Charles & Minnie

Charles Slater
Born: February 1,1875 in Galiopolis,
Gallia County, Ohio
Died: May 1953 (age 78) in Hoquiam,
Washington; buried at Hoquiam
Minnie Slater
Born: 1868
Died: December 4, 1939 (age 71)

Charles Slater traveled to Skagway in 1893, but
apparently did not remain in the north. He returned
and went to Dawson in 1900, then moved to
Fairbanks in 1905. The Garden Island land he used
was the Sunnyside Farm cultivated years before by
Jorgina Anderson. Slater used some of the William
Young ranch to raise hay and to graze his cows and
calves the summer of 1920.
Two cows Slater bought and had sent by boat to
him from Outside got as far as Tanana in October
1920. The riverboat they were on was trapped in
ice 400 miles from Fairbanks. Undaunted, Charles
Slater set off with a sled and four horses for Tanana,
where his livestock had been taken. The old winter
trail, Fairbanks to Manley, went through Dunbar,
Old Minto, Tolovana, Baker, and Hot Springs.
Fairbanks merchants who had freight stranded on
the same riverboat arranged for Slater to bring it to
town for them. On November 10, three weeks after
his departure, Slater returned with his cows and
some freight.
In 1926 Slater filed application for nearly
forty-five acres that would later become known as
Slaterville. The patent was issued to him in 1928. For
about a decade Charles and Minnie Slater operated
a dairy on this land.
In a disastrous house fire the winter of 1927,
the Slaters lost everything except Mrs. Slater’s
pocketbook. The day before the fire, they had
acquired a player piano for $1,000, and it was
destroyed along with all their furniture and
household belongings. Unfortunately, there was no
insurance to cover the estimated $10,000 loss.

The operation of the dairy was affected by the
house fire, because the loss of bottles that had been
stored in the house caused a service shortage. The
Slaters asked their customers to bring any bottles
they had at home so that they could be filled. Six
months later the announcement was made that
Charles Creamer had purchased the Slaters’ herd
of ten milking cows, one yearling, and two calves,
as well as the remaining equipment. The Slaters
used the News-Miner to thank their customers and
to explain their retirement from the dairy business
after nine continuous years.
The Slaters rebuilt their home. It was a white
house with pillars at the front of a north-facing
entrance. For a time they raised pigs. Children
on their way to the slough for a summer swim
remembered walking past the fenced-in pigs.
Slater was a strongly built man about six feet
tall. He was said to look a bit like Charlie Creamer,
another tall, muscular man. He was a member of
Igloo Number Four, Pioneers of Alaska, and life
member of the Fairbanks Elks Club. Charles and
Minnie had a daughter named Betty. After Minnie’s
death, Charles Slater remarried a longtime Alaskan
named Clara in October of 1944. Charles died in
1953 following a short illness at the home of his
brother-in-law in Hoquiam, Washington. Charles,
Minnie, Clara, and Betty continue to be familiar
names to many Interior residents, because each
is a street in Slaterville, the area of what is now
downtown Fairbanks that was once Slater’s farm.

139

4

Tanana Valley
Greenhouse Operators

Greenhouses have a peculiar appeal at this time of year,
for one longs to smell the green things that the brown hills
promise but can not give. The warm humid atmosphere is
heavy with the breath of flowers, and even growing onions
meet one with mute appeal.106
—W.F. Thompson’s quote from the May 6, 1906 Fairbanks News
following a visit to Jorgina Anderson’s greenhouse

T

he following persons operated greenhouses in the early days of
Tanana Valley agriculture.

Anderson, Erik & Jorgina

Jorgina Anderson
Born: 1865 in Norway
Died: June 3, 1917 in Fairbanks; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery, Pioneer Section Tier 17
Erik Anderson
Died: August 30, 1921 in Fort Gibbon, Alaska

Jorgina Anderson, a Klondike Stampeder, came to Fairbanks in
1905 after the first rush of miners. She rolled up her sleeves and began
the task of building a 100-by-20-foot greenhouse on the north bank of
the Chena River. Sunnyside Greenhouse (or Sunnyside Farm), the first
greenhouse in Fairbanks, was located in what is now Slaterville. Starting
her greenhouse very early the winter of 1906, Anderson had sweet
peas in bloom the first week of May. She had already made a delivery of
cucumbers to the “gold farmers” at the creeks, and her tomatoes were the
size of “biscuits.” At the end of her greenhouse was a separate cozy-room
housing eighty newly hatched chicks.
Sunnyside Greenhouse was frequently mentioned in the newspaper.
Early May of 1909 the News-Miner noted that Anderson’s tomatoes were
nearly ripe. Her June strawberries were called “priceless.” When her hens
did not lay, the local paper noticed their strike—as well as the price of a
dozen eggs at $3. Fourteen bundles of timothy and clover that Anderson
entered in the 1909 fall fair were prizewinners. The sheaves were sent to
Seattle to be part of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition before it closed.
Anderson also entered her Early Rose potatoes, a popular variety and
unsurpassed for their earliness and quality, in the 1909 fair. In the 1912
fair she won prizes for her white Peking ducks and her turkeys.
Anderson was a dependable grower, starting her greenhouse very
early in the new year, enabling her to provide fresh vegetables to local
restaurants by April. Newsman Thompson did not fail to let readers
know of the first strawberries of the season, delivered in a gift basket to
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Mr. Blaser’s garden, circa 1912.

—Albert J. Johnson, Accession #1989-0166-00173, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

him by Mrs. Anderson. Her agricultural know-how
and her skill at producing effectively for her own
profit and the benefit of the town were abilities
everyone recognized.
Anderson was an invited guest at the Farmers’
Day gathering April 28, 1917. Her untimely death
a few months later from diabetes saddened the
community. Sunnyside Greenhouse was destroyed
the spring of 1918 when a late and fast breakup
caused the Chena River to flood. Water undercut
the bank, washing away the soil beneath the
structure. The building collapsed and floated away.
Jorgina Anderson left a ninety-two-year-old father
in Norway and her husband Erik Anderson, who
was ranching in Yakima, Washington, when he
learned of his wife’s death. His involvement with
the Fairbanks business may have been intermittent,
because his name is listed with Jorgina’s in the 1909

and 1911 directories, and his death was reported in
the August 30, 1921 News-Miner. While en route
Outside for medical treatment, Erik Anderson died
at Fort Gibbon.

Arend, Fred

In a June 3, 1928 News-Miner advertisement
for West Fairbanks Greenhouse on Second Avenue,
Fred Arend and L. Beck listed ripe tomatoes,
cucumbers, and green peppers for sale. Their
greenhouse was located on Second Avenue. Arend
was mentioned in a December 1930 newspaper as
en route to Everett to see a son, and to San Francisco
to see a brother.

Beck, L. (See under Arend, Fred.)
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Blaser, Charles (Charlie)

Born: 1863 in Switzerland
Married June 24, 1916 to Anna Folen in
Fairbanks

Charlie Blaser was another early and exceptional
greenhouse owner and market gardener in
Fairbanks. Born in 1863, he was one of the many
stampeders who went to Dawson in 1898. Blaser
probably came to Fairbanks about 1907, for by the
following year he and Fred Gerhardt had teamed
up to operate Island Garden Greenhouse. The
two advertised themselves as florists and market
gardeners. This same business existed at the same
site as early as 1906 under the name Island Garden
and Greenhouse and operated by Christopher
Heine and Fred Gerhardt. Operators in 1907 were
Gerhardt and a Mr. Brotbeck. Charlie Blaser had a

partner only one year, 1908. From 1909 on he was
sole proprietor. The business was located a block
west of the Tanana Valley Railroad Depot, near
the site today of the Fairbanks North Star Borough
Building.
Archibald (Archie) McIntyre and August Wolf
were Blaser’s gardeners. This team raised flowers,
fruit, and vegetables for growers and dealers. There
were two greenhouses in the complex and it was
reported in April of 1909 that Charlie Blaser had
blooming carnations in one of the large greenhouses
and roses in the other. Across the river from Blaser’s
greenhouses was Ike Thompson’s establishment,
Arctic Greenhouse. Thompson advertised his
business and himself as the leading florist in Alaska.
In August 1911, Thompson decided to sell his
business to Blaser. This gave Blaser two locations,
and this second operation also thrived.

Blaser’s Arctic Greenhouse display at the annual fair.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #1977-0089-00089 N, Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks
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Greenhouse operators were a dependable lot
and Blaser was no exception. Seed houses were
started in very early January to have tomatoes ready
for May picking. The first local radishes were ready
in March, and by mid-April cucumbers were being
harvested. To provide vegetables and flowers before
breakup in Fairbanks required dedication and hard
work, as well as many cords of wood to fuel the
boilers that heated the greenhouses.
Photographer A.J. Johnson took a number of
pictures of Blaser’s business as it evolved over the
years. There is a breathtaking panorama of Island
Garden and Greenhouse when it was operated
by Christopher Heine and Fred Gerhardt in
1906. Another, titled “Mr. Blaser’s Garden” shows
the owner standing next to the flowers with the
greenhouse behind him. Another photograph titled
“Digging Potatoes” is probably the Blaser business.
Magnificent fair exhibits of agricultural efforts were
also captured by Johnson’s camera, and Charlie
Blaser’s Arctic Greenhouse exhibit was one of those
portrayed.
In 1915 at age fifty-three, Charles Blaser leased
his business to Peter Mortenson for the season. He
traveled to San Francisco for a visit and returned
alone to Fairbanks. However, the first boat to arrive
in Fairbanks in 1916 brought Anna Folen, Blaser’s
fiancée. When the News-Miner announced their
marriage by Father Monroe at the Catholic Church
on June 24, 1916, it added that “some thought he’d
bring a bride when Outside a year ago.” Mr. and
Mrs. Blaser lived on Second Avenue.

Brandt, Margaret Anna [F000346]

Born: 1861
Died January 5, 1948 (age 87) in San
Diego, California

Brandt came to Fairbanks in 1903 at the age of
forty-two. Widowed, she worked that year mining
the creeks for gold. She took the job of housekeeping
for the Northern Commercial Company mess in
1904.
She filed a homestead application in June, 1914
and received patent in March 1923. This thirteen
acres was adjacent to and west of the railroad tracks
on Garden Island, an area known today as Brandt
subdivision; the name is the only mark remaining
of her homesteading efforts. On this acreage she
built her home and greenhouse. She cleared away

trees and raised produce and flowers on her land,
providing vegetables to local restaurants.
Fairbanksans knew Margaret as Miss Brandt.
Don Creamer remembered delivering milk to her
home. Edna Lawson recalled that Miss Brandt called
the children laddie or lassie. Everyone knew this
lady and she knew them as well. She owned what
was described as a “memorable parrot.” Not outdone
by her bird, Margaret Anna Brandt was thought by
some to be “a bit eccentric.”
Her accomplishments were many and her
kindness to others memorable. Brandt made an
important agricultural achievement in that she
raised the first domestic raspberries in the valley.
Miss Brandt grubstaked many down-on-their-luck
prospectors, providing them with supplies such
as food and tools on a promise of repayment or a
share in the prospector’s discoveries. She also saw
to it that every new baby born in Fairbanks was
welcomed with a silver souvenir spoon.
When the N.C. Company began its telephone
business in 1905, Brandt became the night operator,
a job she held until 1930. To make a telephone call
in those years, the caller picked up the phone and
waited for an operator to answer. The operator
would request the number to be reached, then
connect the two parties. Miss Brandt only needed
the name of the person being called. She knew
if that individual was at home or not, where the
person was, and often why they were not at home.
For a short time she owned and operated the Clark
Hotel on Fourth Avenue East at the same time she
worked the phones.107 While working as the night
telephone operator in 1930 at the age of sixtynine, still raising a large garden and operating her
greenhouse, as well as caring for several rental
houses, she was found asleep at the switchboard
by her supervisor. It was a moment of decision for
Brandt and she decided to retire from the Northern
Commercial Company.
November 1945, Margaret Anna Brandt left
Fairbanks on the train; her first trip Outside in fortytwo years. For a time, she lived with a niece, but
then moved to the Old Folks Home in San Diego,
California. A Fairbanks friend visited her there and
on his return to Alaska reported that she continued
to love Alaska and Fairbanks with all her heart and
missed her longtime home. Following a fall that
broke her leg, she died at the home on in 1948.
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Mrs. Brandt’s home. Hardworking and memorable, Mrs. Brandt is wearing a sensational hat in front of
her home and greenhouse. Produce and flowers abound.
—Albert J. Johnson, Accession #1989-0166-00267 N, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Buzby, J.

A March 1914 News-Miner article listed
Buzby with other greenhouse operators who were
supplying green vegetables to restaurants.

Gerhardt, Fred

Gerhardt mined on nearby creeks before
becoming a market gardener who was harvesting
his abundant crops when the newspaper took note
of his accomplishments in 1906. Gerhardt and his
partner, Christopher Heine, had planted Early Rose
potatoes the first of June. That variety had been
raised in Eagle the previous year and seed had been
sent to Gerhardt for a trial run in his Island Garden

and Greenhouse business. By mid-August, the
results looked very promising, and in fact the Early
Rose potato became a popular potato in the Interior.
In 1907 Gerhardt went into truck gardening
with a new partner, August Brotbeck. They put
more land under cultivation, including a large tract
of rich soil on the Tanana River shore, directing
their attention to staple produce. Gerhardt filled his
root cellar with three tons of rutabagas, nine tons
of cabbage, two tons of turnips, as well as celery,
carrots, and beets. In 1908, Gerhardt and Charles
Blaser were partners in the business. That year
Gerhardt bought twelve acres of cultivated land
from William Farrell, a market gardener in Chena.
This business venture apparently was not profitable,
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for by 1910 he was living at the Third Avenue Hotel
and working as a gardener for a Fairbanks business.
Fred Gerhardt moved Outside, but returned for a
visit the summer of 1925.

Hauge, Lars

Lars Hauge was listed in the 1907 Tanana
Valley Directory as living at 42 Second Avenue
The following year he was listed as a florist at that
address. The business was called Pioneer Garden
and Greenhouse. Hauge built a second greenhouse
between Hall and Dunkle streets in mid-May of
1913. That year, the original greenhouse was filled
with strawberries, although not in the quantity as his
competitor John Scharle had across the Chena River.
Hauge raised some early green crops to be ready for
March sales, but later in the season sold tomatoes,
cucumbers, and green peppers to restaurants. Lars
Hauge was still in the greenhouse business in May
1928; the fire department reported going to two fires
on the same day at his greenhouse.

Hering, Edward A.

Born: 1874 in Halstead, Kansas
Married Agnes Potts in 1896 in Seattle,
Washington
Died: February 27, 1927 in Fairbanks

Edward and Agnes Hering came to Skagway
in 1898, arriving in Fairbanks in 1906 via Dawson,
where he had worked at a newspaper. He and his
growing family established a home at Seventh
Avenue and Lacy Street. Many Fairbanksans raised
a garden in the summer, a few had greenhouses, and
others might raise a few chickens or a pig or two.
Food was always put away for the family’s winter
needs. The Herings were no exception.
A 1906 newspaper ad stated “Atwell and
Hering, Draymen Express wood dealers, three
teams at your service, phone 159 Novelty Store;”
and in 1914 a News-Miner story told of Ed Hering
leaving Fairbanks as a guard for prisoners being
sent Outside—and returning with thirty horses for
the N.C. Company. The horses were shipped from
Seattle September 16, 1914, arriving in Fairbanks
on December 3. They were brought by steamship
to Cordova, from where they were taken over the
Copper River and Northwestern railways to Chitina.
Hering also worked for the post office for a time.
A May 1921 News-Miner advertisement read:108

HERING GREENHOUSE
Seventh Avenue and Lacy Street
We buy seed from the seedmen that
specialize in each variety.
Sending to England, Denmark, and all
parts of the U.S.
Call and see our stock.
Tomatoes, cucumber, pepper, celery,
cabbage and cauliflower plants. Now ready.
Son Tom Hering, remembering the 1920s at a
Golden Days event, spoke of the pipes that lay along
the Fairbanks sidewalks. These carried water from
the N.C. Company to Fairbanks residents during
the summer months for garden and greenhouse use.
Each spring the pipes were reconnected; at street
crossings they were buried. In the fall, they were
disconnected and drained to prevent them from
freezing over the winter. The Hering greenhouse
operation was apparently either small scale or
short lived as they did very little advertising in the
newspapers. Still, this industrious man and his
wife did a great deal for the community. In 1923,
Hering purchased Sourdough Express from another
teamster and wood hauler known as “Sourdough
Ellis.” This successful business has continued to be
an important Fairbanks endeavor.

Jacob, Valentine F. (Jake)

When C.W. McCauley and his sons moved
Outside in the fall of 1924 following the death of
McCauley’s wife, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob bought the
land, home, and greenhouse located at Eighth
Avenue and Noble Street. They renamed the
business Birch Tree Garden and continued to
operate the greenhouse and a large truck garden
every summer until 1948.
Jacob taught music at the high school and was
director of the Fairbanks Band. He played the cornet
and gave private lessons in that instrument as well
as others. Gene Uotila took trombone lessons from
Mr. Jacob and also played in his band. In exchange
for the lessons, Uotila worked at Birch Tree Garden
splitting wood to feed the furnace that heated the
greenhouse. Garden and greenhouse vegetables
were sold from the Jacob’s home. In time, a second
greenhouse was put up, the enterprise becoming
large enough to keep a full-time gardener employed.
A few teenagers were also hired in the summer
months to do the weeding. The Jacob home faced
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Island Garden and Greenhouse. Fred Gerhardt and Christopher Heine operated this expansive complex
in 1906.
—Albert J. Johnson, Charles Bunnell Collection, Accession #58-1026-2055, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Noble Street at Eighth Avenue. The greenhouse was
behind the house and the truck garden behind that.
When Mr. Jacob retired from teaching, he and his
wife moved Outside.
Bob and Maria Seller purchased the Birch
Tree Garden from V.F. Jacob on February 27, 1948,
continuing to operate the business for the next
few years. The property has been developed since
then—first as the Traveler’s Inn, and now as the
Westmark Hotel. For a time, the coffee shop was
called, appropriately, Birch Tree Garden.

McCauley, Mrs. Clarence W.

Born: Dec. 21, 1872 in Waverley,
Tennessee
Died: July 8, 1925; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery

Mr. and Mrs. C.W. McCauley were early comers
to Fairbanks. They lived on the corner of Third
Avenue and Noble Street. Mr. McCauley was a
carpenter. By 1911, they had moved to the southeast
corner of Eighth Avenue and Noble Street, where he
worked from the home as a contractor and builder.
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Mrs. McCauley placed a newspaper advertisement in June 1916 in which she claimed to have lettuce, radishes, and onions for sale, as well as cabbage
and cauliflower plants. Four years later the McCauley Greenhouse advertised Thomas A. Watson as
manager. Flower plants were for sale, grown from
seed, as well as all colors of asters, nasturtiums (both
dwarf and climbing), canary bird vines, hop vines,
and giant English pansies—all priced at 75¢ per
dozen. Seed potatoes were also available.
The greenhouse closed following the unexpected
death of Mrs. McCauley in 1925. Mr. McCauley and
son William moved to Van Nuys, California, where
they prospered ranching and raising avocados. A
second son, James, stayed in Fairbanks for a time.
After graduating from high school in California, he

came back to visit in Fairbanks. He hoped to find
work and attend college in the Interior. A headline
in the July 21, 1942 News-Miner read “Young
Man From Here is Honored.” Lieutenant James
Wickersham McCauley USN had been awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for action in the
Marshall Islands.

Rickert, Paul J.

(See also Part II, Tanana Valley Farmers, p. 103)
Paul J. Rickert, owner and operator of Fairbanks
Garden, was an integral part of the agricultural
history of interior Alaska, his name woven
throughout the farm motif of early Fairbanks. It
became synonymous with agriculture in the Interior.
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Cantaloupes at Rickert’s Fairbanks Garden.

—Albert J. Johnson, Vide Bartlett, Accession #77-89-69, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks
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Truck gardens and
greenhouses belonging
to Paul J. Rickert.
—Sawyers photo,
courtesy of Candy
Waugaman

Below: Rickert’s truck
gardens and grain
fields lay beyond the
greenhouses.

—Accession #7780-56, Archives,
Alaska and
Polar Regions
Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of
Alaska Fairbanks

His greenhouses were located at Cushman Street
and Fourteenth Avenue. They were opened from
1907 until four or five years after Rickert’s death in
1938. Fairbanks Garden was the longest operated of
the early greenhouse businesses.
The first of his four greenhouses was built in
1907. A second was ready for the 1909 season and
filled with strawberries. The local strawberry crop
that year was considered to be nearly a total failure,
but three berries were available at the Arcade Café.

The first strawberry of the season was sold April 23
at the Arcade to someone offering $20 for one berry.
An amazed Rickert commented that “Fairbanks
people spend money freely!”109 A third greenhouse,
100 by 20 feet, was built for the 1913 season. It was
a profitable venture, for he raised fifty cantaloupe,
which sold for one dollar a pound. Tomatoes sold
for 50¢ to $1 per pound and cucumbers were $2
a dozen that season. The News-Miner declared
of Rickert’s success that it was more profitable to
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raise vegetables than to mine for gold. A fourth
greenhouse was built for the 1915 season. In 1925
the original greenhouse was replaced by a new one.
Besides raising early vegetables for the retail market,
Rickert also grew flowers.
A strong earthquake shook Fairbanks about
4 am January 21, 1929. It was the strongest felt in
Fairbanks since the Iliamna quake in June of 1912.
The first jolt shook the ground for seven seconds,
and was strong enough to move beds and other
furniture. Snowfall had been very heavy that winter
and the combination of the snow load and the
severity of the earthquake caused two of Rickert’s
four greenhouses to collapse. These structures were
not rebuilt. Rickert estimated the damage at over
$1,500. To replace only the glass would have cost
over $500.
Now over sixty, Paul Rickert was feeling his age.
He had always hired seasonal gardeners, pickers,
and hired men. In 1937 Rudolph Gallant was hired
to work year round. The seed house was operating
by February and tomatoes were expected to be
ripe by mid-June. Jack Henderson had worked for
Rickert for some time prior to 1938. The two men
had an agreement that Henderson would take over
the operation and ownership of the business after
Rickert’s death.
Henderson grew flowers in the greenhouse,
cutting the first roses in May, maintaining the
excellent reputation of Paul Rickert’s greenhouses
through 1938. When Rickert died in the fall of
1938, Henderson continued the florist business. In
December of 1939, the News-Miner included an
advertisement for Fairbanks Garden. A shipment of
fresh flowers had arrived from Outside, and were
touted as the best Christmas flowers ever sent to
Fairbanks.
The operation of the business and the business
arrangements are not clear. Mrs. Rickert moved
Outside in 1940 and seems to have had no further
interest in the homestead or business. Henderson
was an ill man and employed several men to help
keep the floral business open. A Mr. Erickson and
a Mr. Croissort worked with him in 1939, and in
1940 a Mr. Jorstad was employed at the greenhouse.
While hospitalized and dying, Jack Henderson
sold the entire setup to Bud Meyers for $500. This
included the land between Twelfth Avenue and
Cushman Street and that between Eighteenth
Avenue and Barnette Street. The Rickerts’ longtime

home became a boarding house in the early years
of World War II. In the army and stationed at Ladd
Field, Meyers continued to raise flowers in the
greenhouses.
In 1942, J. Finley Bailey became proprietor of
Fairbanks Garden. He and a Mr. Evencoe leased the
business for five percent of the gross sales. Bailey
wrote a letter to the editor of Jessen’s Weekly July
24, 1942, complaining that he could find few to no
buyers for his rhubarb. The price was 5¢ a pound
wholesale and 10¢ a pound retail. Pick-your-own
was “10 pounds for four bits.” Bailey even offered to
send the rhubarb collect to those living outside of
town.
In January 1944 John and Ann Theis bought
part of the homestead land, all the buildings and
hothouse equipment, the glass, the boilers from the
old steam plant, and implements from Meyers. After
the war ended, Meyers continued to subdivide and
sell off the land.
What remains of the once-thriving homestead
of Paul J. and Stacia Rickert and the legacy they
gave the Interior are Rickert Street, Stacia Street,
and an area defined on borough plats as Rickert
Subdivision.

Scharle, John

Early newspaper accounts and annual reports
from the Alaska Agricultural Experiment Station
list this French Canadian as John Charley. An
exceptional grower, Scharle may have been the
most experienced of the greenhouse operators in
Fairbanks, for he had run a greenhouse in Dawson
before coming to the Interior and had valuable
knowledge of subarctic horticulture.
Scharle once selected 10,000 strawberry plants
from a grower in the Lake Washington area of
Seattle and brought them to Fairbanks. The winter
of 1907–08 Scharle arrived in Valdez with his
dormant plants carefully packaged for his travel
to Fairbanks. His dog team and sled were his
transportation for all his trips over the Valdez Trail.
Judicious packing and scheduling of stops en route
got the strawberry plants safely to his greenhouse
without freezing. The strawberries were raised both
in the greenhouse and out of doors that season.
The News-Miner reported that the crop had great
promise, noting the number of blooms on the
plants. By mid-June, pickers were harvesting the red
berries, and Scharle was getting between $1.25 and
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John Scharle’s strawberry ranch.

—Albert J. Johnson, Accession #1989-0166-00552, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

$2 a box. The harvest was estimated at 1,000 quarts
of strawberries.
The sled load of plants Scharle brought up the
trail from Valdez included some Maloga grape
cuttings. There is no information concerning
Scharle’s success or failure in developing grapes in
Fairbanks, though one can infer from the lack of
newspaper coverage that the venture probably failed.
John Scharle’s associate in the greenhouse
business in 1908 was John L. Sales, an established
Fairbanks jeweler with a business on Cushman
Street.
All the large berry growers—John Scharle, Paul
Rickert, A.A. Turnbarge, and Jorgina Anderson—
had nearly total failure of strawberries in 1909 due
to winterkill. Scharle planted his useless berry field
mostly with potatoes that season, as well as a few

cabbage, celery, carrots, parsnips, and onions. His
two acres were located near Noyes Slough and close
to a slaughterhouse from which he got manure and
offal. This he applied liberally to his soil as fertilizer.
The 1911 annual report of the Alaska
Agricultural Experiment Station described John
Scharle as “one of the area’s most successful
growers.” His sales that season were reported at
$7,000. In two greenhouses he raised tomatoes,
cucumbers, melons, and lettuce. There was a seed
house, or propagating house, to start cabbage,
cauliflower, and other truck. Some of the cabbages
he sold weighed twenty to thirty pounds.
Although strawberries were abundant, the price
of this much-desired fruit was high at the start of
the 1912 season. The first berries sold in May were
sixteen berries for $2. By the end of June the price
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John Scharle’s fair exhibit, circa 1913.

—Vide Bartlett Collection, Accession #77-89-86, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

had dropped to a dollar a box, and by mid-August
they were selling for only 75¢ a box. Henry Leonary
drove the Scharle delivery wagon around town
selling strawberries, tomatoes, cucumbers, and
vegetables of the season.
The spring of 1913 found John Scharle back
in full swing raising strawberries. Another 10,000
plants were set out, 7,000 in the greenhouse and
3,000 outdoors. Scharle planted his berries as
individual plants at a considerable distance from one
another. Each plant produced many runners which
needed cutting every four or five days. Each plant
was protected from winterkill with mounds of straw.
The News-Miner reported that John Scharle and
John Egan left Fairbanks by dog teams for Valdez
on November 9, 1919 en route Outside. It could not

have been a long vacation for his greenhouse was
producing fresh lettuce and radishes for Golden’s
Grocery by mid-April. Vegetable plants were
advertised for sale in June 1920 at $2 per hundred
for cabbage and $3 per hundred for cauliflower
plants.
John Scharle left the Interior and continued his
strawberry growing Outside. Harry Badger, who
became known as the Strawberry King a decade
later, corresponded with Scharle. Badger sent a
hybrid berry he had developed to Scharle, a cross
between a wild strawberry and a domestic variety.
Fairbanks strawberry expert Rudy Domke is of the
opinion that local growers may be raising Scharle
berries, mistaking them for Sitka berries.
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Thompson, Isaac (Ike) M.

Turnbarge, Alfred Augustus

Ike Thompson was a part of Fairbanks from
1903 until his death in 1941. He earned his living
with a drayage and wood cutting business, except
for a few years during which he owned and operated
the successful Arctic Greenhouse. Thompson was
one of the owners of a delivery service, Alaska
Express, in 1928. He sold cordwood to the length a
customer ordered and delivered it to the home or
business. A half cord of wood cost $12; $6.50 of that
cost was to be paid when the wood was delivered.
Thompson came north to Skagway in 1897 and
went on to Dawson, where he lived until learning
of Felix Pedro’s gold strike in the Tanana Valley.
He located Arctic Greenhouse on Second Avenue
between Barnette and Wickersham Streets, and was
in full operation by 1907. Filled with flowers and
some vegetables, Thompson advertised himself as
Alaska’s leading florist. Deciding to change careers,
he sold the business to Charles Blaser in 1911.
During the late 1920s, Thompson hauled coal to
the power plant. There is a tale that he earned the
name Honest Ike from an on-duty fireman at the
plant. Thompson was reported for leaving coal in his
truck during the lunch break and again that evening.
The misunderstanding between the power plant
and Thompson was probably resolved by Thompson
clearing his truck of coal after each haul to the plant.
He had not stolen city coal and declared himself
to be Honest Ike, a name he gave himself and used
often.
His life ambition was now to be elected to the
city council. In 1928 Thompson began running
regularly for a seat as “Honest Ike for Honest
Government” but failing each time. Finally, his
cherished dream came true. After twelve years, he
was elected to the Fairbanks City Council in April
1940. Now frail and in poor health, Thompson
nevertheless happily and faithfully attended every
meeting. He died in May 1941.

Turnbarge arrived in Alaska along Turnagain
Arm in 1896, traveling first to the Fortymile country
and then on to Dawson in search of gold. He came
to Fairbanks in 1903 and spent the rest of his years
in the community, except for one last fling on the
Shushanna (Chisana) Stampede of 1912–1913.
Turnbarge had been a printer, but in his new
hometown he chose the greenhouse business.
Located at 14 Wendell Street, he named his
enterprise Standard Garden. An April 17, 1909
News-Miner account told of Turnbarge providing
“unvarnished cucumbers” to the cafes, cukes to
“cheer the lips of men,” and further noted “if to
choose between a nugget and a cuke, the cuke
wins.” This exuberant response to cucumbers may
have had to do with the fact that fresh produce was
scarce in the Interior during the winter. Greenhouse
operators worked hard to provide early crops.
Turnbarge was a large strawberry producer in the
early years of Fairbanks.
On his return to Fairbanks from the Shushanna
rush, Turnbarge made his home on Second Avenue
and Badger Street. He opened a greenhouse nearby
at 1420 Second Avenue and Lincoln Street, which
he called Chena Garden. This was in continuous
operation until 1929, when two probably related
fires on the same March day destroyed the
greenhouse. Dejected, Turnbarge put the gardens up
for sale. The land did not sell and the 1931 season
began with Turnbarge selling plants and vegetables
once again.
A letter received by the News-Miner in
December 1914 from the secretary of the Seattle
Chamber of Commerce requested information
about and help in locating A.A. Turnbarge. A young
man in Seattle was looking for his father. This
young man remembered that he had been given a
nickel as his father left for the Klondike seventeen
years earlier. Part of the letter was published in
the newspaper, including the observation that “the
lad was straight and honest and no father need be
ashamed of him for all appearances.”110 Happily,
father and son were reunited after so many years.

Born: December 14, 1869 in Michavoka,
Indiana
Died: May 22, 1941 (age 77) in Fairbanks;
buried at Birch Hill Cemetery

Born: 1862
Died: July 3, 1947 (age 85) in Fairbanks;
buried at Birch Hill Cemetery, Pioneer
I Section
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Otis Berry remembered Mr. Turnbarge, because
his family lived across the street from the old man.
The children liked him, for he was friendly and gave
them candy. Mr. and Mrs. Berry passed along their
News-Miners to Turnbarge when they were through
reading them. The old Stampeder died July 1947. He
was survived by his son, David Elmer Turnbarge,
who became a miner in the area. Following World
War II, apartments were built on the Turnbarge lots.

Watson, Thomas A.

In 1907, Thomas Watson lived in Fairbanks at
the corner of Sixth Avenue and Noble Street. For a
time he worked for the nearby Independent Lumber
Company. He filed on a homestead on December 13,
1913. In 1914, he operated a greenhouse, probably
the former Standard Garden that A.A. Turnbarge
had vacated.
Watson is listed as a gardener in the 1915 and
1916 directories, working and residing at 12 Wendell
Street. In 1920, Watson acted as manager of the
C.W. McCauley Greenhouse.

Tanana Valley Greenhouse Operators
Other greenhouse operators around Alaska and the Yukon in 1923
Bert Borand

Anchorage

Frank Teufel

Nenana Gardens, Nenana (cut flowers, plants,
vegetables)

J.P. Anderson

Juneau

W.S. Paddock

Dawson

Frank Doyea

Mayo

W.F. Lewis

Cooper Landing

Thomas Jones

Nenana

Greenhouses in the Fairbanks Area
Operators and years of business

Location

Sunnyside Farm or Sunnyside Greenhouse
1905-1917 ����������������������������������
	���������������������������������
Jorgina Anderson and husband Erik

Garden Island (now Slaterville)

Island Garden and Greenhouse or Garden Island Greenhouse
1906���������������������������������������������
		�������������������������������������������
Christopher Heine & Fred Gerhardt operators
1907������������������������������������
		����������������������������������
Fred Gerhardt & Brotbeck operators
Garden Island (now Slaterville)
1908�������������������������������������������������������
		�����������������������������������������������������
Charles Blaser & Fred Gerhardt operators, florists &
Along the river in the area of the
market gardeners, Archie McIntyre, gardener
borough building
1909����������������������������������������������������������
		��������������������������������������������������������
Charles Baser operator, Archie McIntyre & August Wolf,
gardeners
Arctic Greenhouse
1907-1910������������������
	�����������������
Ike M. Thompson: ��������������
owner, florist
1911����������������
		��������������
Charles Blaser
1915�����������������������
		���������������������
C. Blaser leases the Arctic Greenhouse to Peter
Mortenson
1916����������������
		��������������
Charles Blaser

Second Avenue between Barnett
and Wickersham streets—a second
location continues to operate Island
Garden and Greenhouse

Pioneer Garden and Greenhouse
1908	��������������������
	�������������������
Lars Hauge, florist

42 Second Avenue

Scharle
1908-1919?

Garden Island near slaughterhouse
and Noyes Slough

John Scharle, market gardener

Fairbanks Garden
1907-1938�������������������������������������������������
	������������������������������������������������
Paul J. Rickert farmer, market gardener, florist
1930-1940����������������������������������������
	���������������������������������������
Jack Henderson, gardener and then owner
1940-1943�����������
	����������
Bud Meyers
Standard Gardens
1909-1911
A.A. Turnbarge owner; Charles Main & William Weggars,
gardeners
1912-1914
Thomas Watson
Brandt Greenhouse
1911-1930+
Margaret A. Brandt
McCauley Greenhouse then Birch Tree Garden
1925-1925
Mrs. Clarence W. McCauley
1920		
Thomas A. Watson manager
1926-1948
Valentine F. Jacob
1948-195?
Bob & Marcia Sellar

Fourteenth Avenue and Cushman
Street

12-16 Wendell Street

Garden Island
Eighth Avenue and Noble Street,
southeast corner

Chena Garden
1915-1929
Alfred Augustus Turnbarge

1420 Second Avenue at Lincoln
Street

Hering Greenhouse
1921�����������������������
		���������������������
Edward & Agnes Hering

Seventh Avenue and Lacy Street

West Fairbanks Greenhouse
1928-1930
Fred Arend & L. Beck

Second Avenue

In 1914 the following persons were operating greenhouses in the Fairbanks area: John Scharle, Lars Hauge,
C.W. McCauley, Thomas Watson, J. Busby, Charles Blaser, Paul J. Rickert, Margaret Brandt, and Jorgina
Anderson.
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Town Agriculturalists

s the town grew in all directions out from Barnette’s Landing,
agricultural pursuits blossomed. Greenhouse operators built
their complexes near the Chena River or at the edge of town.
Merchants routinely displayed vegetables and grain in their
storefront windows, not only to attract business, but to show off locally
grown products. Lavery and Bailey hung a thirty-six-ounce tomato in
their window July 2, 1915. Most homeowners raised gardens and berries,
some had greenhouses, and nearly everyone planted flowers around their
homes. Several dedicated residents experimented with flowers, shrubs,
and trees to the extent that much of the beauty found in summertime
Fairbanks today is a result of their efforts.
There were chickens housed in most back yards for egg production
and meat. November 1909 Dr. Sutherland called the fire department
at 11 pm when an overheated stove caused his chicken coop to catch
fire. The firemen rescued seventy-five chickens and five ducks. Twenty
years later, firemen were still going to chicken-house fires. Cleo Wardell
had a stove burning in the coop in July. That fire destroyed not only the
structure but the poultry as well. A few of these poultry-raising ventures
were large enough for the News-Miner to label them “chicken ranches.” In
the very early years of Fairbanks, dairy cattle were residents, too.
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Mr. and Mrs. William Benn
picking peas.

—Albert J. Johnson,
Accession #1989-0166-00738
N, Archives, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections,
Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska
Fairbanks

Town Agriculturalists
The stories of the townsfolk who provided
food for themselves is a notable part of early
agriculture in the Tanana Valley.

Balton, Michael Charles (Mike)

Born: December 15, 1863 Brooklyn, New
York
Died: November 29, 1909 (age 46) in
Fairbanks; buried at Clay Street,
Cemetery Tier 10

Michael Balton died young; his grieving wife
beautifully and touchingly said goodbye with these
words on his gravestone: “Sacred To The Memory
Of My Beloved Husband Michael Charles Balton.”
The Baltons lived on the corner of Eighth Avenue
and Cowles Street. He came to Fairbanks from
Dawson, where he was an auctioneer. In Fairbanks
he worked as a warehouse man for the N.C.
Company and was active in Democrats of Fairbanks.
Balton’s agricultural contribution and attentiongetting business was a chicken ranch. Fairbanks
Chicken Ranch was located at Seventh Avenue
and Cowles Street and began to be productive
in early 1909. Eggs were sold for $2 per dozen.
As the 1909 breakup season approached, Balton
became seriously ill, lingering until November
with an “inflammation of the brain membranes.”
The fraternal organizations to which he belonged,
the Eagles and the Arctic Brothers, conducted the
funeral, and the Episcopal pastor Reverend Betticher
gave the sermon for their friend. Fred Douse, already
in the chicken business, took over Mike Balton’s
successful business, continuing it for several more
years. Balton’s wife sold their house on September
15, 1915 to Ed Stroeker.

Benn, Mr. & Mrs. William W.

Benn and his wife were early arrivals to
Fairbanks, living on Wendel Street by 1907. Their
property was the first recorded in the city of
Fairbanks. Benn earned his living as an expressman
in the city. The two dearly loved growing things
and established a mini-farm within the town
limits. They raised five types of potatoes along with
other vegetables. Their potatoes and cabbage were
included in the 1909 exhibit sent to New York city
showing off Fairbanks-area vegetables and grains
(see exhibit list on p. 7).

They had a postcard made of their ‘farm’
showing their sow and the piglets, their flock of
hens, their fine garden, and, standing next to the
towering pea vines, Mr. and Mrs. Benn. For reasons
unknown the Benns moved to Grants Pass, Oregon,
in 1916, but they bitterly regretted making the
change. Letters sent to their Fairbanks friends are
poignant.
I began to think I would have to
sidehobble the old girl to keep her from
slipping the rope and starting for Fairbanks.
She is homesick for the north. I am sorry
that I ever left…
We have a truck farm but it isn’t worth
much. Friday I picked 40 pounds of beans,
two bushels string beans. It took four hours
and balance of the day to sell them and I
received the sum of $1.20 for my labors.
Wouldn’t that sour the milk of human
kindness in the best old Sourdough that
ever lived. They are a hide bound lot on the
Outside.
If things come all right next spring, I
may get enough ahead to buy a ticket to
Fairbanks—Peaches and cream, sunshine
and flowers may be okay, but give me the
Frozen north and a blueberry pie—
I have predicted that in 10 years there
would be two lines of railroad to Fairbanks,
with a population of 50,000 people, that
quartz would be booming there. That
prediction was made several years ago and
it still holds good and I hope you people on
the ground floor have sense enough to stick
and hold on.111

Cane, Jimmy

Jimmy Cane was a Wendell Avenue resident
who regularly advertised in the newspaper. In May
1920 he was advertising thoroughbred Duroc pigs
for sale, large and small. Large animals were selling
for $100 a head; smaller ones ran from $20 up. On
May 1, 1922 he advertised: “For hire, two good men,
ponies and wagon, by the day or hour to clean up
yards.” Later that winter he was still offering his
ponies for rent but had added a double-ender to
his stable and was offering to freight outfits to the
creeks. Besides all those business ventures, Cane
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put an ad in the News-Miner on December 10,
1926, that he had furs for sale: red, cross, silver, and
white foxes, dark and light martin, beaver, mink,
lynx, bear, wolf, wolverine, ermine, and squirrel,
suggesting that these would make good Christmas
gifts.

Douse, Fred A.

Douse lived at Third and Noble Street. While
he lived in Fairbanks he worked at many jobs: as a
security guard, a fireman, a government mail carrier,
captain of the Siwash, the launch that ran between
Nenana and Fairbanks, and later captain of the
launch Victory that worked on the Tanana River. His
longest effort was in the poultry business. In 1909
he had raised enough chickens to advertise spring
and roasting chickens as well as eggs for sale in the
News-Miner. After Michael Balton died, Douse
bought his chicken ranch located between Seventh
and Eighth avenues on Cowles Street.
Mid-April of 1913 Douse anxiously waited for
the first boat to arrive in Fairbanks bringing freight
from Seattle. He was waiting for 2,000 chickens,
ducks, and geese to arrive. The buildings were
ready. The 200-foot-long poultry barns were heated
with hot water. There was running water summer
and winter and there were electric lights in the
buildings. Sixteen breeding pens were ready and
waiting. The previous shipment Douse received
found the poultry in bad shape. This time would be
better. Douse contracted an experienced poultry
man who would buy the stock and bring them
north personally. He planned to sell his eggs and
birds through local merchants at good prices for the
customers. The poultry arrived in late June in fine
shape, having traveled from Minneapolis. Douse at
this point had Alaska’s biggest poultry operation.
For a time he operated Douse Meat Market
located on Second Avenue near People’s Store. But
he began to close it in the summer, promising his
customers winter meat. As he did other work, such
as guarding and taking prisoners Outside to McNeil
Island, Washington, or selling real estate, his poultry
business petered out. His wife lived Outside most of
the time and about 1923 he joined her. He didn’t stay
away long. By 1925 he was back in town, playing the
trumpet for Don Alder’s first Fairbanks orchestra,
but no longer in the chicken business.

Fisher, Mr. & Mrs. Charlie

Charlie Fisher
Born: 1865 in Syracuse
Died: 1935; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery, Pioneer Plot
Mrs. Fisher
Born: 1873
Died: 1936

Charlie Fisher was a miner who arrived in
Skagway in 1898. For many years he mined in
Ruby, but by 1908 he had a claim on Smallwood
Creek and was living in Chena. His wife and family
joined him that year. In 1917 he had a contract to
build a waterfront near the wireless station along
the Chena River in Fairbanks. His only agricultural
accomplishment seems to have been an eight-foot
apple tree which in 1917 had two apples on it. He
and his wife had three daughters. They were a wellknown and respected family in Fairbanks and in the
mining community.

Geis, Robert J. & Minnie

Born: 1861
Died: July 1916; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery

Robert J. Geis was born in New York City.
As a boy he shipped before the mast and made
several trips around the world. Later he became a
locomotive engineer and worked at the business
in Mexico, the United States, and South America.
In the spring of 1898 he went to Circle and, after
spending one summer on the creeks mining, he
entered the hotel business in partnership with
George Herrington. While in Circle, he married
Miss Minnie Dahl, who was teaching school there.
In 1903 Mr. and Mrs. Geis came to Fairbanks,
where they lived in a two-story house on Third
Street between Lacy and Cushman. Their first home
was in the Clarence Berry house. According to
their granddaughter, Pat Babcock, her grandparents
loved to dig in the dirt: they both gardened and
mined. They grew a colorful array of flowers, such as
pansies, canary bird vines, and sweet peas on their
lot, as so many Fairbanks people did.
“Bob” Geis was very active in lodge affairs. He
was a charter member of the Fairbanks Aerie of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles, the local igloo of Pioneers
of Alaska, Camp Fairbanks No. 16, and Arctic

Town Agriculturalists
Brotherhood. He became ill after the Fourth of July
in 1916 and did not recover. He had been a pioneer
in Alaska for twenty years and was remembered
for extending a helping hand to any worthwhile
cause. The following article was published after
his death, the text forwarded to the authors by a
granddaughter:
“Robert J. Geis is laid at last rest—Old timer
of North and Pioneer Business Man of Fairbanks,
laid at rest in Alaska, the Soil of which he loved so
well. Funeral largely attended. Floral Offering were
numerous and flags were lowered to half mast.112

Hunt, Thomas S.

Hunt was known personally to most of the
farmers from the 1920s through the next twentyfive years, for he worked in the United States Land
Office helping them acquire their land. The farmers
also knew him well because he was SecretaryTreasurer for TVAA for a time, and he was active in
the TVFA. Hunt retired from the U.S. Land Office in
1943. He loved growing and finding plants suitable
for the Fairbanks climate. He was Alaska’s only
member of the American Rose Association. There
were twelve varieties of roses he found suitable to
grow in Fairbanks, six varieties of lilies, and the
same number of iris types. He tried lilac, spirea,
honeysuckles, Siberian dogwood, and cotoneaster.
He also tried fruit trees such as crabapples, plum
chokecherry, Siberian apricot, and Russian cherries.
This knowledgeable man kept records of what he
grew, ages of plants, what bloomed, and what and
how much fruit was produced. Hunt was as accurate
with his hobbies as with his professional accounts.

Joslin, Falcon

Born: 1860, Bellview, Florida
Died: January 12, 1928 (age 68) at Seattle,
Washington

Joslin’s efforts to finance his railroad resulted in
highlighting the agricultural potential in the Tanana
Valley. In 1909 he collected four dozen exhibits of
vegetables and grains to send for display in New
York City’s City Investment Building on Broadway.
In 1910, he arranged to get hardy wheat, oats, and
barley seed from Sweden that might be good for
Alaska’s interior climate. He liked fairs and helped
plan them, setting amounts and sizes of grain and
produce. The 1911 fair had money for cash prizes,

ribbons, or certificates. Joslin offered cash prizes
that year. The exhibitor with the best fifty pounds of
potatoes would earn $25, the second place exhibitor
received $10. His chief interests in Alaska concerned
railroads and the resources the train could carry, and
he wisely boosted agriculture at every opportunity
during his long association with the north country.

Koprovica, Thomas

Born: March 26, 1879
Died: 1933 (age 55)

Thomas Koprovica came to Alaska, working
first in the Treadwell mine on Douglas Island
across from Juneau. He came to Fairbanks about
1908. For twenty of his years in the Interior, he
worked for Paul Rickert, who had a market garden
and greenhouse business. Koprovica was shot and
killed while helping friends keep the furnace fires
stoked on a cold December night in 1933. He died
after being shot by miner Lawrence E. Ferraris.
Information from the Marshall’s Office reported
at the coroner’s inquest indicated that Ferraris
“entertained ill feeling toward Koprovica for a long
time.”113

Kreuz, F.N.

Kreuz was provided with free seed from the
experiment station in 1908. As a grower he in
return had the responsibility of reporting his results
for the season. The annual report of the Alaska
Agricultural Experiment Station included his report.
His Fairbanks garden measured fifty feet by thirtysix feet, set back one and a half feet from the road.
The soil was a mix of six inches of soil, three inches
of wood ashes, and four inches of old horse manure.
Although his cabbage had worms, he wanted more
seed in 1909.

Mack, Edward Hill

Born: 1868
Died: May 4, 1935 (age 67); buried at Clay
Street Cemetery

Mack came to Alaska in 1905 and to Fairbanks
in 1908. He was clerk of the United States District
Court for a time, then established a real estate
business and insurance business. He participated
in a motion picture film made partly in Fairbanks
called The Lure of the Yukon. Other locals in the
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Father Francis Monroe’s
hospital gardens for both
practical and therapeutic
purposes.
—Albert J. Johnson,
courtesy of Candy
Waugaman

movie included farmer Claus Johnson. Mack owned
a ranch near Ester in 1924.

Minehart, Roy

Charles Main, a major Fairbanks figure for many
years, came to Alaska in 1904 through Nome. He
did not farm, but planted seeds when his busy life
permitted. Main and a friend caused a buzz in the
newspaper about a possible new industry when they
planted sugar beets in 1912. A store at the corner
of First and Noble Streets was Main’s last legacy to
Fairbanks. He had done many things—trapping,
freighting, operating a roadhouse and ranch on the
Chena Hot Springs trail, and was active in many
organizations. A 1928 fur auction of confiscated
pelts held by the U.S. Government found Main there
to buy. He acquired 104 beaver pelts and one otter
skin for $2,335.

The proprietor of the Home Bakery in Fairbanks
tried in 1918 a method of raising potatoes used
in the Lower 48. Minehart was probably the first
in Fairbanks to use this method, but not the last.
In recent years the crib method was successfully
used by Fred Brunner. A crib is simple to build.
Here is how he did it: Four corner posts are put in
the ground at a distance of six to eight feet. Four
inch boards are used as slats. The first tier is nailed
around the posts. Straw and dirt are used to fill until
it reaches the top of the board. Cut potato seed
is placed around the edges at a distance from the
board as when planted in the ground. The second
row of slats is then put in place leaving a gap of a few
inches above the first row. Repeat again with fill and
potato seed. Continue the layers course after course
finishing with fill over the last of the seed potatoes.
Many pounds of potatoes can be grown this way. To
harvest the potatoes the crib is taken apart layer by
layer.

Marshall, Mrs. S.S.

Monroe, Father Francis

Main, Charles

Born 1881
Died 1955 (age 74) at Camano Island,
Washington

Mrs. Marshall and her miner husband lived
at 458 Front Street in the early years of Fairbanks.
She had a chicken ranch, raising some 300 hens, a
challenge through a long cold winter. Mrs. Marshall
also raised canaries, having sixty of these little birds
at her home in 1909. Her flowers were noted that
same year in the newspaper for adding beauty to
Fairbanks.

When Fairbanks was young, Father Monroe
raised a garden to provide for the physical needs
of St. Joseph’s Hospital’s sisters and patients. Each
year Father Monroe had the garden planted near
the hospital where patients looking out the windows
could see living, growing things, for he felt patients
would do much better.

Town Agriculturalists
In 1929 St. Joseph’s Hospital had exhibits at the
fair, winning first prize for rutabagas and for having
the largest turnip. Leeks, parsnips, and turnips each
earned second prize. Another noteworthy prize
went to the St. Joseph’s Hospital for a Berkshire hog.
The News-Miner interviewed gardener Jesse P.
Pfleegor September 16, 1938, as he harvested the
hospital garden. It had been an excellent and long
season, for the peas were still in bloom as Pfleegor
finished digging the potatoes. He had planted half
the potato plot with a new variety, a Swiss potato.
The other half was from James McGrath seed. He
noted that the Swiss potato did not have the yield of
the McGrath potatoes; he would store only four tons
of potatoes instead of the five tons he grew in 1937.
With careful planning, enough vegetables were
raised to store in the hospital cellar and last until
the new crops came in the next season. The garden
produced a full variety of vegetables: beets, cabbage,

Residence and garden of J.W. Brown in Fairbanks.

carrots, celery, lettuce, peas, radishes, turnips,
rutabagas, and potatoes.

Murick, Ed

Born: 1863
Died: December 1935 (age 72)

Only through his obituary in the newspaper
did this farmer and woodcutter become known
by many. Murick lived for many years in his small
cabin a mile upriver from Graehl. Summer months
he operated a small farm and in the winter he cut
wood. A trapper friend, John Jensen, stopped to see
Murick and found him dead in his bed. There was
no food in the cabin or any firewood, nor was there
any wood left at the site of Murick’s wood pile. Sadly
this old man had died days before due to lack of
food and warmth. He was survived by a nephew and
two sisters.

—Albert J. Johnson, Albert Johnson Photograph Collection, Accession #UAF-1989-0166-240-Print,
Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections , Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks
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Fairbanks postcards, showing
the town’s summer beauty.
Right: Flower garden, May
1910. Below: Gardens on
Wendel Avenue, 1911.
—courtesy of Candy
Waugaman

Osborne, Eli

Many enterprising residents placed advertisements in the News-Miner to sell the fruits of their
backyard farming efforts. One of these was Eli
Osborne, who on April 22, 1921, ran an ad saying:
“Chickens—Get your chicks out early. Setting eggs
for sale, purebred Black Minorcas, the chickens that
lay big eggs. See Eli Osborne, 45 Wendell Ave.”

Richardson, Sigrid

Born: 1900, Victoria, B.C., Canada
Died: May 23, 1919 (age 19) in Fairbanks;
buried at Clay Street Cemetery

In 1917 enthusiasm for agriculture was
especially high in Fairbanks. Children that year

were encouraged to grow vegetables that would
be exhibited in the fall. The First National Bank
storeroom provided space for this competition. The
first prize for 450 pounds of “superior” potatoes
went to seventeen-year-old Sigrid Richardson. The
town adored Sigrid; she was industrious and very
nice. She graduated from Fairbanks Public School
in 1918 and the next fall taught second grade. Just
following her nineteenth birthday she became ill
with what was called “quick consumption” and died
a few days later. The loss of this promising young
woman shocked the town.

Town Agriculturalists

A Fairbanks gardener’s bounty displayed on the house steps.
—Cann Studio photo, courtesy Candy Waugaman

Sumi, S.L. & Wilhelmina

The Sumis were Finnish immigrants who arrived
in Fairbanks in 1906. Their house, built with handhewn logs, stood at Seventh and Noble for many
years. For a while, it was hoped that the house
would be moved to Alaskaland (now Pioneer Park)
as a monument to a widow’s effort to survive a
foreign environment, but it was instead torn down
in 1968. Mr. Sumi left the area in April 1916 because
of his failing health, dying in Phoenix, Arizona.
The Sumis had two daughters and one son. One
daughter, Ethel, married a man named George
Cook. The other daughter’s name was Ruth. Mrs.
Sumi cooked at the federal jail for many years and
supplemented her income by raising chickens and
selling strawberries in the summer.

Van Bibber, Theodore

Van Bibber lived on the corner of Third and Clay
Streets where he grew a fine garden, selling rhubarb
in 1942 for six cents a pound. He was in the area
in the early years; in 1925 his big white Greenland

husky, named Ilak, was purchased by a movie
director. This dog was one of the main attractions at
the premier showing of Chaplin’s comedy, The Gold
Rush, in a theater in Hollywood.

Vandetti, Gabriel

Born: 1866, Italy
Died: June 26, 1930 (age 64) in Fairbanks

Vandetti came north in 1897 and stayed. He
lived on Fourth Avenue near Barnette Street. By
1920 he was established in business selling fresh
fruits and vegetables on the streets of Fairbanks.
He had devised his own way to keep his produce
fresh and attractive in storage. Vandetti became a
familiar sight about town hawking produce. He was
nicknamed “two for a quart” by many in town, for he
sold his apples two for twenty-five cents, and used
that expression. Unfortunately, while Prohibition
was the law of the land, Vandetti was found to have
set up a still and was making liquor, two serious
offenses. He was sentenced to six months in jail
with a $200 fine. This was the winter of 1929–1930.
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A month after he was released from jail Vandetti
died at St. Joseph’s Hospital. Vandetti was not the
first to peddle fruits and vegetables in Fairbanks. In
1906 one “Pete the Peddler” was mentioned meeting
trains at the station with his produce.

the chokecherry trees can be seen in nearly every
yard and park. Siberian pea in a neat hedge or
growing as a towering shrub are an equally familiar
sight. Emil Van Rae left a splendid and continuing
legacy.

Van Rae, Emil (Emos) & Mary

Vining, Robert L

Born: 1870 in Belgium
Mary Van Rae
Died: April 3, 1922; buried at Clay Street
Cemetery

Emil Van Rae and his wife Mary arrived in
Fairbanks from the Yukon in June 1916, on the
steamer Nenana. According to Mrs. Irving Reed,
Van Rae was the most cheerful man she had
ever met; she said he was loved and respected by
everyone in town. Mr. and Mrs. Van Rae and their
son Fred lived at the corner of Second Avenue and
Cowles Street, where the Methodist Church is now
located.
Emil Van Rae’s agricultural contributions to
the community were a result of his great interest
and love of growing things. Planting seeds,
gathering, saving seeds for another season, and
propagating cuttings brought him great enjoyment.
Van Rae received seeds from family members
and friends, seeds that he planted along with his
own horticultural experiments. Many of the seeds
and cuttings grew to perfection in the Van Rae’s
beautifully groomed yard. A handsome hedge of
Siberian pea, the seeds for which were sent by a
relative in Canada, edged the property. Chokecherry
trees, or Norwegian cherry as Van Rae called
them, grew tall and thick beyond the always open
gate to the yard. He planted red dogwood shrubs,
raspberries, and a May tree. Clyde Lawson recalled
that the May tree grew from a twig that Van Rae
had taken from a bundle of twigs being sent on the
railroad.
His first attempts at growing plants on that
location had ended in disappointment. All the
plants he set out, with the exception of a dozen
strawberries, were killed by a spring frost. The later
success Van Rae had as a grower was noted by the
News-Miner when reporting on the 1925 Anchorage
Fair. He was awarded first prize for his chicory entry.
More than a half a century later, the Fairbanks
community continues to delight in the blooming
trees of spring, when the mass of white blossoms of

Robert Vining and his family made their home
in Chena in the early days. He ran a trading store
there for a number of years. After spending a winter
in the states, they returned to the Tanana Valley,
this time operating a store in Fairbanks on First
Avenue. In 1913, several beehives were included in a
shipment of goods to Vining’s store. These, the first
domestic bees brought to the Interior, were special
orders for Mrs. Ed Wickersham and Mrs. Truxton.
The shipment arrived in August on the steamboat
Alaska; the date being so late in the summer, one
has to assume the venture did not result in any
honey. A shipment of chickens was brought in on
June 21, 1919, filling Vining’s warehouse with laying
hens and fryers.

Wardell, Cleo

Cleo Wardell lived at Fifth and Barnette, where
he raised poultry. He was struck by misfortune on
July 29, 1929, when his chicken house and seventyfive birds were burned in a blaze ignited by a stove.
The total damages were estimated to be $225.

Town Agriculturalists

4-H Potato Club, Nenana 1937.

—Cooperative Extension Collection, 4-H Club Photo Album, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Children’s Clubs
In the fall of 1917 students at the public
school of Fairbanks proudly exhibited produce in a
storeroom of the First National Bank. There was an
excellent variety of potatoes and other vegetables.
First prize went to Sigrid Richardson. She had raised
450 pounds of potatoes of excellent quality. For
general varieties of vegetables, Miss Charlotte Geise
won first prize and Mary Shafer won second prize.
In 1937 young people were invited to organize
a potato club. Boys and girls interested in either
a garden or a potato club were invited to meet in
the Federal Building by L.T. Oldroyd, director of
the Cooperative Extension Service. Several boys
had already applied to the extension service for
assistance in organizing a 4-H Potato Club.

In March 1938 a group of eight boys organized
a garden group sponsored by the extension service.
This also included a poultry club. Officers of this
club were: President, Fred Wooll; Vice-president and
reporter, Howard Marlin; Secretary, Ted Spencer.
Other charter members were Carl Bachner and
James Cox. James Cox was also president of the
Fairbanks 4-H Poultry Club. Carl Bachner was vicepresident of this group; Walter Harper was reporter,
and George Simpanen was the final charter member.
Mrs. Peter Grandison was the leader of both
clubs. Work was sponsored by L.T. Oldroyd of the
extension service.
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4-H pamphlet, generated in 1952 when Gerry West won a trip to the National 4-H Club Congress in
Chicago. The Wests were growing produce on the Grenac land at that time. The produce West raised
was from the same ground that the Papps are using now. West is second from the left in the right-hand
photo. He writes: “The parka was loaned by a local furrier, and was Alaska fur seal. It was sure nice
and warm! Much better than the duds which I had of my own (as well as much more showy).”
—Cooperative Extension Service pamphlet, courtesy Gerald M. West

Woodcutters and
Wood Haulers
Postcard showing “L.T. Erwin’s
team with largest load of
wood ever hauled in the
country. Largest load seven
and a half cords, smallest load
six cords.”

6

—Albert J. Johnson.
Accession #1989-016600383N, Archives, Alaska
and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

T

he many woodsmen in the Fairbanks area were a fundamental
link in the chain of endeavors that established Fairbanks. Their
importance is generally overlooked, their labors unrecognized,
and their names mostly forgotten. These men were always
needed, at times urgently, to harvest and transport the endless quantities
of wood used in the Interior.
Harvesting timber was hard work, a young man’s work, a job
to get one started before moving on to other employment or a fresh
location. However, there were some who spent all their working lives in
the Tanana Valley cutting and hauling wood. Of necessity, farmers were
also woodcutters, especially in the months following the growing season.
Harvesting timber was an excellent means of earning cash, and it resulted
in expanded tracts of land clear for cultivation. A good plot of wood was
considered to be worth as much as a good mining claim. Woodcutters
at times lived with a farmer and harvested trees for the landowner.
Woodcutters might also be haulers, although specializing in one or
the other was more common. To fill a quota of contract more easily,
woodsmen would often team up to complete the task.
Felling trees, trimming them to length using axes and crosscut saws,
and transporting the logs to the mills and wood yards was demanding
and continuous. The Northern Commercial Company was one business
dependent on this labor. Its huge wood yard was the main source of power
and steam heat in Fairbanks. The mining industry used tremendous
quantities of wood for bracing, rigging, and supports, as well as to produce
steam for much of the larger equipment. The railroad used vast amounts
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for trestles, ties, and fuel for steam locomotives, and
river transportation depended on wood to fuel the
steamboats.
Permits from the United States Land Office in
Fairbanks were required to cut timber on territorial
land. A fee was paid and the woodsman was
assigned a particular area to harvest. Removing and
selling timber from federal land without a permit
was reason for arrest. Some Alaskans cut anyway
and when caught settled “innocent trespass fees”
with sympathetic government agents. White spruce
was the most valuable timber, bringing the highest
return when sold. Some of the white spruce was said
to average twenty inches in diameter and an acre
would yield 10,000 feet of timber. The following are
a few examples of permits allowed in 1939 by the
U.S. Land Office:
John Eknomis—near the mouth of Moose Creek, 16
mile Richardson Highway (fifty cords of fuel timber).
John Fern—Healy Fork (100 cords of logging lumber
and 15,000 lineal feet of mining timbers).
Van Debolt—Ferry (forty-eight cords of fuel timber).
Carl G. Anderson—Goose Lake in Tanana River, fifteen
mile Richardson Highway (twenty cords of fuel timber);
Livengood placers, Livengood (200 cords of fuel
timber).
G.B. Johnson—near Miller House on the Steese Highway
(160 cords of fuel timber).
Ole Shuros—Livengood (forty cords of fuel timber).
H.P. Carsons—seventeen mile Richardson Highway (100
cords of fuel timber).
Nels J. Jackson—Chena River Road, ten miles from
Fairbanks (permit to cut seventy-five cords of wood).

Fairbanks has supported several lumber mills
over the decades: the Independent Lumber Mill, the
Fairbanks Lumber Mill, the Tanana Mill Company,
and Noyes Lumber Mill. As lumber became more
routinely milled, houses and buildings were less
often built of logs—framed buildings quickly
became the standard.
The method of transporting logs to Fairbanks
depended on the season. Horse-drawn sledges
brought massive loads down in winter. As the year

1909 ended, essentially all the wood close to town
had been harvested and haulers were said to be
bringing wood from over four miles away. Though
enormous amounts of wood were brought to town
in this manner, it was but a fraction of what the area
consumed.
Through the winter, trees were cut and readied
for the annual log drives to the mills. When the river
was free of ice and the water high enough, logs were
floated to town. Power scows were also used to haul
logs, especially when drier wood was desired at the
mills. Farmer Jack Horne used his power scow to
bring twenty cords of dry wood to the Independent
Lumber Mill the spring of 1916, when the town’s
wood yards had become alarmingly low.
Logs arrived from many locations. Tanana
Mill Company made the newspaper in August 1910
when a boom of 7,000 logs floated into town. Both
the Tanana Mill and Independent Lumber Mill
floated logs from the Salchaket to Fairbanks. Noyes
Mill brought the first scow load of logs upriver from
below Chena in the spring of 1917. That was the first
year the supply of wood in town actually met the
demand.
The previous year was a demanding year
for suppliers. Roy Rutherford, the manager of
Independent Lumber Mill, did a yeoman’s job
getting 4,000 cords of wood to the mill the spring of
1916 when woodpiles in town had dwindled. There
was a scarcity of lumber of all sizes by late summer.
Rutherford had secured a contract for 80,000 feet of
lumber with the Alaska Engineering Commission.
The Northern Commercial Company was filling its
wood yard, assuring the town that there was enough
for the winter and that it would not be necessary to
change to coal for power and steam heat. Fox miner
E.B. Collins grumbled that wood the miners should
be using was instead going to townsfolk. In August
1916, rough-cut lumber cost $45 per thousand
board feet. Cordwood prices had increased from
$8 a cord in 1913 to $10 a cord in 1916. Due to the
lack of wood near Fairbanks, wood camps were
established along the railroad toward Nenana.
The annual log drive (or drives, depending
on the number of logs and the amount of water in
the Chena River) was carefully planned. Booms
were placed in the river near the mill to catch the
arriving logs. Strong anchors and booms were also
constructed upriver as the logs were readied for the
drive. The success of the year’s efforts depended
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on these devices being properly built and used.
Roy Ferguson, president of Independent Lumber
Mill, told the tale of the catastrophe of 1906–07.
Two million feet of logs were ready to float to the
mill when a sudden rise of the swift water from
the Tanana River caused the lot to be lifted up
and carried away. The entire footage disappeared
downriver, an entire winter’s work was lost in the
space of a few hours—and a valuable lesson was
learned.
In the following years more adequate
equipment was used to move smaller numbers of
logs downriver. The passage of a floating island
of logs was aided by men in poling boats. Motor
launches were used to nudge or contain a boom
of logs. It took skill and knowledge of the river to
float the logs. Gravel bars had to be avoided; snags
and piles of old drift had to be maneuvered around
or removed with dynamite. It was an exhausting
undertaking for the men. There was no time to
rest, or to dry out, or to eat. Once the boom started
downstream, everything else took a back seat until
the logs had been safely delivered.
In July of 1928 Roy Ferguson was arranging
for the annual log drive. He related again the story
of the loss of 1906. Perhaps he told the story every
year to impress on his woodsmen the importance

of their task. This particular year, 12,000 logs were
put into Pile Driver Slough to begin the week-long
float to Fairbanks. Not all the logs made it to their
destination that year. Low water left some logs high
and dry on gravel bars. It was not until the next
fall that high water brought them down river with
the 1929 harvest, estimated at 2.5 million feet of
lumber. Over that winter, 1928–29, and through the
summer, a crew of four to thirty men using horses
or tractors cut at the mouth of the Salchaket on the
Big Chena and the Tanana rivers, as well as along
Moose Creek on the Chena. Twenty-six men were
employed at the Independent yard in 1929.
Decade after decade, logs continued to arrive
at the mill. Ferguson brought 25,000 to 30,000
spruce logs down the Chena River during the 1938
drive. As logs came from greater distances, it took
as much as six weeks for them to reach the mills.
The Alaska Railroad began shipping lumber by the
carload to the mining sites. The demand for wood
increased in the Interior so greatly that by 1937, fifty
percent of the lumber used was being shipped into
the area.
The following timeline records some events
pertinent to woodcutting around Fairbanks gleaned
from various local newspapers.

An advertisement placed September 6, 1906:
Plenty of wood for winter use—20 choppers in area
$13 a cord
1906

2,000 cords of 16 foot wood

_________
Good wood supply for winter use. The Mutchler brothers have a contract to supply 50,000 feet of
logs or as much as they can deliver. As proprietor of Tanana Lumber Company, F.G. Noyes advertises
dressed and rough lumber for sale. Carroll and Parker Lumber Company list building materials of all
kinds.
The Tanana Valley Directory lists the following Chena men as having the occupation of woodchopper:

1907

Yager and Baatz; John Eagan (Front Street and Ohio); H.W. Goodfellow; Herbert Graham; Duncan
Johnson (Front Street and Ohio); Martel Lela (Ohio Street); Fred Lippy (Front Street and Montana); D.A.
McPhee; W.H. Pollack; John Radar (Front Street and Ohio); William Stoneman; Albert Thayer (First and
Arizona); John Underland (Front Street and Iowa); Patrick Welsh (Front Street and Ohio).
These Fairbanks men were listed in the 1907 Tanana Valley Directory as woodmen:
John Danielson (2nd Avenue East); John Devine (4th and Cowles); T.L. Erwin (45 Wendell Street);
William Glazier (22 1st Avenue); Louis Green (67 1st Avenue); Frank Morrey (Fortymile Avenue Graehl);
Joseph Norling (5th Avenue and Hall).
Forest fires destroy wild hay on Ester Summit, Vault, and Treasure.

1908

July 4: One of the events held at the annual city celebration is a wood chopping contest—$15 first
prize, $7.50 second prize.
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1909

Hering and Pinkerton haul record loads of wood from Birch Hill.

1910-12

“Dirty Face Porter” delivers wood for the Northern Commercial Company.
Johnson (first name not recorded) has a contract for 3,000 cords of wood to go to Fort Gibbon.
May 3: sawyer Roy Schafer gashes the fingers of his right hand but will not lose any of them.

1911

May 9: a flood carried out 2,000 saw-logs that were behind booms on Noyes Slough belonging to
Louise Golden of Graehl, valued at $1,800 to $2,000.
August 8: the best trees in the vicinity having been cut long ago, loggers have to go long distances
now for their supply of timber, making drives up to fifty or sixty miles. Both the Tanana Mill Company
and the Independent Mill Company are running at the present time.
August 18: On this day woodchoppers discover a body in the remains of a woodpile on upper Pedro
Creek.

1912

W. Schofield brings 250,000 feet of logs eighty miles for Independent Lumber Mill.

1913

Jack Smith brings 1,200 cords of wood to Fairbanks on contract. P.A. Thelin is recorded as a
woodsman from the creeks (no further information).
Enor and Bettencourt are selling tamarack wood. Dan Callahan is selling dry, clean wood.

1914

January 2: Robert Kearney catches his hand and arm in the drive wheel of his woodsaw resulting in a
strained wrist.
April 4: George Hajdukovich of Garden Island and owner of the Miner’s Home Restaurant has his arm
severely cut by a woodsaw owned by Henry Bogarde. The accident occurs when Bogarde tries to
move his saw from one pile of wood to another without shutting it off. The doctor said he hopes to
save the arm.
Winds and no rain are reported in July, causing fires at the head of Cleary Creek on Little Eldorado.
Forest fires flare up all over the surrounding country, endangering property and burning up supplies
of wood. The largest fire is on the Big Chena River about two miles above the McCoy ranch near the
homestead of a man named Brown.

1915

July 18: woodchoppers find the remains of sixty-year-old woodcutter Jim Robertson in his small cabin
on the bank of the Chatanika River between Chatanika and Olnes across the river from the railroad.
Commissioner Sam Weiss visits the scene and finds the door fastened on the inside. Apparently,
Robertson died of heart failure twenty or thirty days prior to the discovery of his body. He is buried at
the scene.
August 27: August B. Bjerremark gets a contract to furnish a Fairbanks wireless station with 150
cords of wood.

1916

Harry Marshall secures a permit to cut 3,000,000 feet of timber near the mouth of Steamboat Slough.
He and a partner plan to build a saw mill. Johnson (possibly the same as mentioned above) sawmill is
working overtime with a labor force of twenty men to fill orders. Ed Laherty is a sawyer at Wood River
Mill. Roy Rutherford is manager of Independent Lumber Mill.
December 5: a local laundry buys 285 cords of wood located on the homestead of C.B. Sweeney,
paying him $1,311.

1917

Joseph Fada seriously hurts a knee while chopping wood at a wood camp fourteen miles upriver
from Fairbanks. Pete Pivik advertises the availability of dry spruce and birch on the Chena Line of the
Tanana Valley Railroad. Tom Blaylock begins building a new boom at Independent Lumber Mill.

1918

A contest for charity is held in April—cutting a cord of wood in the fastest time: First Place, George
Black/Harry Johnson (nine minutes 45 seconds); Second Place, Tony de Monk/Tony Tate; Third Place,
Bob Serafino/Mente

1919

Charles Williams, Bill Estes, Henry Wagner, and Swanson all have wood camps in the lower
Goldstream Valley.

1920

Joe Belfontaine and Frank Lutes have a contract with the Alaska Engineering Commission for 700
cords of wood in sixteen-foot lengths to be delivered at Happy Station and Dunbar Siding.
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1921

Charles Ingersoll comes in to Fairbanks to purchase provisions for his wood camp.

1922

Villy Yankovich and his cousin Mike Jankovich (also spelled Yankovich) are mentioned in the News-Miner
as having been woodcutters since arriving in the Interior.

1923

Forest fires threaten cabins and wood tracts affecting farmers in the Birch Hills district.

1924

Due to a dry spell fires along the Goldstream-Pedro road destroy standing timber, cord wood, and
some cabins.
Charles William is a wood contractor from Neer, in Goldstream Valley.

1926

June 11: Edie D. Druin is mentioned in the News-Miner as a wood dealer from Happy. John Cyr also
works at this camp.

1927

November 29: Tom Kasantres is awarded a contract for furnishing 200 cords of wood to the
Fairbanks school.

1928

Karstens and Hinie have built a sawmill on the upper Salcha River, cutting dimension lumber for a
hydraulic project on No Grub Creek. Kelly and Brown Camp cut 12,000 logs. Eight thousand are
driven down the Little Salchaket to the Tanana River, then through a small slough into Piledriver Slough
and on to Fairbanks via the Chena River. Caterpillar tractors are used to push and/or pull the logs the
seventy-five to eighty miles to town.
April 1: Villy Yankovich, wood chopper, has been cutting trees on the college campus near the slough.
He and his cousin Mike Jankovich opened a new wood camp on Eldorado Creek.

1930

Knut Johnson and George Smith cut 13,000 logs through the winter of 1929–30. By May, they have
the equivalent of one million feet of cut lumber ready to float to the Independent Mill. Jack Lucy,
woodcutter and freighter, accuses Dave Atwell of stealing twenty cords of wood. Maden Bigichvich
cuts wood three miles from town. His low cabin near the railroad depot is surrounded by piles of
wood.
June 10: Edie Druin advertises in the News-Miner: “Car load, truck or team load. Birch, spruce, all
lengths and we deliver.”

1931

The first big forest fire of the summer, fanned by winds from the west, proves to be the most
destructive in many years. Milo Saulich informs the News-Miner that the blaze (located twenty miles
south of the railroad) had destroyed 50,000 cords of wood.

1935

Ed Murick dies at age 72. He had been cutting wood that winter upstream from Graehl.

1938

Hugh Pickering pays $2 for a permit to cut eight cords of wood near Livengood. Lee Lindner pays
$50 for a permit to cut 500 cords of wood at Hess Creek.

1939

Nels Jackson and Elmer Swanson are partners in a woodcutting business. Their woodcutting rig was
an ingenious contraption similar to the look of the later-day Fordson tractor. It had clanking iron treads
on the back wheels. The woodcutting saw was in the front. Usually two men shoved the long logs to
the sawyer who cut them to the desired length. The wood was then thrown over the sawyer’s shoulder
out of the way before piled.

1939

Fred Heath is advertising wood for sale by the measured rick. Nels Jackson acquires a permit to cut
seventy five cords of timber ten miles from town. P. Prokopis, World War I veteran is cutting wood
under permit four miles off the Richardson Highway near Pile Driver Slough. John Wigger and his
partner Joseph Belfontaine have wood camps ten miles up the Chena River. George Haley and George
Purser cut 200 cords of fuel timber at Livengood.

1939

In November, a fire threatens the town of Fox and destroys the Fox Gulch Roadhouse owned by E.C.
Aubert.

1942

Malcolm “Mac” Nettleton, son of Joe Nettleton, has a permit to cut twenty cords on O’Connor Creek.
J.A. Tilbetts is sawing wood at 135 Fourth Avenue.

1944

Erik Kahler, Tony Marmoochka, Villy Yankovich kill a bear at their wood camp.
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Goodfellow, Howard

Longtime Chena woodcutter Howard
Goodfellow took a job of cutting wood for the
Tanana Valley Railroad in 1911. In November of
that year he chopped his foot. He neglected to
care for it properly and was unable to continue
working. The railroad hired others to cut the wood.
With his partner Jones, Goodfellow established
his own woodcamp in 1912 at Ester. The summer
of 1912 he raised a crop of hay at Ester Siding and
Goodfellow and his wife lived in Fairbanks. Mrs.
Goodfellow owned the Little Grill Café in town.
The News-Miner reported in March 1931 that Mr.
Stroecker had visited the Goodfellows in Oregon.
They had a 320-acre ranch outside of Portland that
Mr. Goodfellow managed. Mrs. Goodfellow had
a concession in Roberts and Co., a large Portland
department store.

Muatkajarvi, Herman

Born: 1868
Died: November 21, 1928 (age 60); buried
at Clay Street Cemetery, General Tier 2

Herman Muatkajarvi was a native of Finland
who came north during the Klondike Stampede.
After arriving in the Interior, he continued his
mining ventures. At one time he worked for
Clarence Berry on Ester Creek. After 1907, he cut
wood on his homestead near the Chena Slough
about six miles east of Fairbanks. The informative
publication Homesteads on Fort Wainwright,
Alaska, noted that Muatkajarvi filed for homestead
land on the south side of the Chena River in 1909
and received the patent in 1919.
Tragedy struck on November 21, 1928, when a
tree fell on Muatkajarvi while he was cutting wood,
killing him. His body was discovered by George
Dana and another man who were hauling wood
cut by Muatkajarvi. He was found a short distance
from the farmer’s Chena Slough road (now Badger
Road). A coroner’s inquest was held as to the cause
of death. After an examination made by Dr. F. de la
Vergne, it was determined that the force of the blow
that knocked Muatkajarvi down broke his neck and
killed him instantly. After the fatal accident, his ax
was found nearby, his pack lay a few feet away. One
hundred and fifty-eight dollars in cash, a watch, and
a knife were found in his pockets.

The woodcutter had been molested previously
by a gang. Four men had driven up, one had entered
Muatkajarvi’s house on the pretext that he was
looking for someone, while the others searched
the yard for liquor or money. They had not found
anything. Muatkajarvi reported this frightening
incident to the marshal. His death occurred not long
after this event, raising suspicions in the mind of the
marshal. However, the coroner’s jury found he died
from the tree falling on him and not from foul play.
A legal notice July 9, 1930, listed portions
of his estate to twenty people. One house and
lot owned by the estate of Herman Muatkajarvi
sold for $785, another for $165. The homestead,
including implements, sold for $825. Money in the
Washington-Alaska Bank had been deposited to Mr.
William Campbell. Five shares in the Tanana Valley
Agriculture Association went to a Hans Junes.

Saulich, Milo & Emma Carlson

Milo Saulich
Born: February 18, 1882 in Zabljak,
Serbia
Died: July 11, 1942; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery, American Legion Plot
Emma Saulich
Born: 1887 in Sweden
Died: July 11, 1942; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery, American Legion Plot

For three decades Milo Saulich was one of
the best known and widely liked woodsmen in
Fairbanks. His frequent visits to town and his
involvement in the community and with the
Pioneers of Alaska made the knowledge of the
murder of him, his wife Emma, and the fourteenyear-old girl they had raised from a toddler all the
more shocking and terrible.
Saulich came to Alaska in 1907 from Serbia,
where he had been a colonel in the army. The
Interior was his home by 1914. He served in World
War I and (as a veteran) became a United States
citizen in 1920. Denied serving in World War II
because of age, Saulich was in the process of trying
to enlist again when he died. He was hard working
and patriotic, friendly and gracious, with words of
thanks for thoughtful gestures and kindness given.
When a friend drowned in the Tanana River while
trying to retrieve his hat, Saulich took the initiative

Woodcutters and Wood Haulers

Hauling wood in the Fairbanks area with a four-horse team, circa 1916. At about this time, sledges
pulled by automobile began also to be used for transporting logs.

—Buzby and Metcalf Photograph Album, 1916-1917, Accession #UAF-1963-0071-00038, Archives, Alaska
and Polar Regions Collections , Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

and offered a $150 reward to the person who found
the body.
Milo and Emma Carlson Saulich married in
1922. Together they acquired homestead land at
Mile 451 along the Alaska Railroad. Saulich Spur,
as it was known, became a home “carved out of the
wilderness”114 They gardened and raised poultry,
grew grain and enjoyed life as a family. The status of
family man was rather unusual for a woodsman in
those days.
Saulich did freighting when he first arrived
in Fairbanks. He also did substantial mining and
prospecting, but above all he was a woodcutter and
wood contractor. Frequent trips to town on the train
and the inevitable stays at the Pioneer Hotel gave

him opportunity to arrange for sales and shipments
of cord wood, mining timbers, and logging or
cribbing. He offered dry wood and wood in carload
quantities. While in town he could hire crews to fill
a contract. One such, just to give an example, was a
1930 order for poles to be used on the Mt. McKinley
Park telephone line. Jess Scott and Herb Faulkner
worked for him. Joe Belfontaine operated the wood
camp for him. Ed Druin worked for him for a time
before starting his own woodcamp nearby.
There was one man by the name of Pete
Yabaway who worked for Saulich but had to be let
go. He was rehired and then fired again—a pattern
that was repeated a few times. Finally, in July of
1942, Yabaway snapped and murdered the family.
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Their bodies were found by a neighbor who called
Fairbanks to report the tragedy. The murderer was
later found dead in a mine tunnel by a Fairbanks
posse accompanied by members of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.
The American Legion gave the family full
military funerals and buried them in the American
Legion plot at Birch Hill Cemetery.

Spencer, Chester & Bessie

Chester Spencer
Born: 1883 in Kentucky
Died: 1974 (age 90) in Seattle,
Washington
Bessie Spencer
Born: 1872
Died: 1964 in Edmonds, Washington

Chester Spencer came to Alaska with the U.S.
Army Signal Corps in 1909, serving at Minto,
Chena, and Fairbanks. He married Bessie Buzby in
1911. Until 1922 he served in Circle and Fort Yukon
as a deputy U.S. marshall, and then the couple
moved to the states. After six years of living in
California, the Spencer family moved to Fairbanks.
Spencer filed on 140 acres of land located between
the Buzby and Joy homesteads. For five years
Spencer operated a sawmill and lumber business
from the homestead along the Chena River. He and
his brother-in-law, Elton Buzby, built The Trader,
a riverboat thirty feet long with an eighteen-inch
draft. This boat was used to carry produce and other
merchandise for sale along the Tanana and Yukon
rivers. The first trip of The Trader in 1939 carried
five tons of fresh produce.115

St. Louis, William

Born: 1878 in St. Adell, Ontario, Canada
Died: October 20, 1932; buried at Clay
Street Cemetery

William St. Louis filed the paperwork for
homestead land along the Valdez Trail. On the
parcel was the Nine Mile Roadhouse. He had come
north to the Klondike in 1899 by way of Skagway.
For a time he operated a stage between Dawson and
Lower Dominion.
Wood hauling, wood cutting, and freighting
provided a living for him. The trees around his home
were primarily tamarack, which St. Louis cut to a

length for kitchen stoves or wood heaters and sold.
He also took orders for full-length tamarack poles.
When in town he lived at the Pioneer Hotel, where
he could receive wood orders by phone. In the late
1920s, he bought a house on Fourth Avenue near
Hall Street.
By 1922 the Northern Commercial Company
had acquired a number of trucks to move freight.
The railroad was also bringing freight from Nenana.
This lessened the need for the company to keep their
draft horses that had served them so well. When
they were put up for sale, St. Louis bought one of the
valuable animals, a large black horse, to use in his
business. Someone took his horse and traveled with
it west of town. The horse became helplessly mired
in the August mud and the thief shot the animal and
left it. This senseless act was a tremendous loss to St.
Louis.
In 1929 there was a small fire in St. Louis’
town home which caused $400 worth of damage.
A second fire, more destructive and deadly, took
his life in October 1932. A friend had gone with St.
Louis to a cabin behind the Nine Mile Roadhouse
where St. Louis had been living. The Nine Mile
Roadhouse had not been operated for many years.
The two left the cabin and went to the roadhouse
to heat a bowl of soup about 10 pm. Some time
later, the friend left. That night both the cabin and
the roadhouse burned to their foundations; most
likely the stove, used earlier to cook dinner, had
overheated and caused the fire. St. Louis’ body was
found at the foot of his bed the following day. The
colorful French Canadian was buried in Fairbanks
by his friends.

Teamsters, Drovers,
and Freighters

Livestock such as this herd of
cattle was regularly walked
into Fairbanks in the early
years. These were Waechter’s
cows, in from Cordova, May
14, 1912 (year est.).
—Albert J. Johnson,
courtesy of Candy
Waugaman
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s each boom town grew around another gold strike, the need
for a constant food supply increased. People arrived daily at the
new camps, and all needed sustenance. Wild game disappeared
rapidly as an area became populated. New communities, if
unable to provide for their own needs, became utterly dependent on
provisions freighted into the north from Outside. For a time, it was a
delicate balance, never totally one-sided, of providing food through Alaska
agriculture or by importing it. The key to the latter was knowledgeable,
resourceful, and often creative men and women who brought live animals
and wagon loads of provisions from the coast. Names of a few of these
individuals who did the job well often became headline news.
It was well understood that livestock were crucial and fundamental
to life. The newspapers kept the local population alerted to the whereabouts of such food sources. When a January 1900 snowstorm in Skagway
prevented thirty-five head of cattle and seventy-five horses from reaching
the Interior, the event was important enough to be reported. Northern
communities depended on the skill of teamsters and drovers who,
bringing cattle across the vast Alaska distances, could maintain them in
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good enough condition so at their destinations they
were still worth eating. There was a tremendous
demand for beef in Fairbanks, a fact noted by the
Fairbanks Evening News in 1906.116 The locals had a
good eye for the quality of beef and sheep arriving
for local slaughter in Fairbanks, a fact noted again in
the April 19, 1909 News-Miner headline: “Unusually
Fine Herd of Cattle.” 117
Various routes were used to bring livestock
to the Interior. Animals coming by ship to Valdez
were brought north over the Valdez Trail. After
completion of the Copper River and Northwestern
Railway, animals were transported from the port
of Cordova to Chitina, offloaded and walked to
Fairbanks from there. Another route was to carry
livestock from Skagway to Whitehorse by train,
transfer them to river boats and deliver them to
Circle City, Hot Springs, or Fairbanks using the river
system. A large consignment of 150 cattle came to
Fairbanks in 1913 using the latter shipping route. As
long as the summer highways were open, riverboats
brought supplies into the Interior, not only from
Whitehorse, but also from Saint Michael at the
mouth of the Yukon.
No matter how frequent the trips overland
from the coast to Fairbanks, the tonnage of freight
was less than could be shipped by riverboat. Longterm, careful planning to provision communities
through a limited number of summer travel days
was of paramount importance. The Chena and
Tanana rivers were usually open by mid-May and
closed again in October due to ice or low water.
During the Klondike gold rush, the Pacific Cold
Storage sternwheeler Robert Kerr, a refrigerated
steamboat, broke down before freeze-up with
$100,000 worth of meat and vegetables aboard on its
way to Dawson. This posed such a potential problem
for the miners that $50,000 was offered to have the
boat towed upriver.
The first boat from Dawson to Fairbanks on
May 21, 1905 brought 150 passengers and 300 tons
of freight. The cargo of livestock, whiskey, potatoes,
beer, and wagons was so welcome it was bought
right off the boat. One case of eggs was purchased
for $50. The monthly estimate of freight arriving that
season by boat was 5,000 tons. That same year Ed. S.
Orr and Company employed fifty men and had 150
horses transporting passengers to and from Valdez
and Fairbanks. Passenger cost to Valdez was $125;
coming north the ride cost $150. During the winter

of 1906-1907, the company carried 2,500 passengers
and 2,000 tons of freight.
In the third week of September 1906 a boat
arrived in Fairbanks with 140 pigs, 12 calves, and 20
beef cattle. The butchers worked daily putting meat
away for winter use. The next week 199 cattle and
25 calves arrived, some going to pasture. Hay and
grain had been cached along the river between Hot
Springs and Chena for pastured animals. Close to
100 were on pasture eight miles from Fairbanks.
The summer of 1908 the first livestock arrived
in Fairbanks by way of Saint Michael. The transport
of 3,750 hens and broilers had been successful.
The laying hens sold for $2.50 to $3 a piece and the
broilers for 50¢ a pound. That same season, Pacific
Cold Storage shipped in by boat 1,100 cattle and 550
sheep. Overland from Valdez, 650 more sheep were
procured. Waechter and Gardener brought in 1,000
cattle and 250 sheep, half of them coming overland
from Valdez.
The first boats to arrive each spring brought
food—the equipment and machinery came on
later boats. In spring 1909 Fairbanks was short
on potatoes, butter, sugar, and beef. The steamer
Tanana was the first to arrive, bringing 22 tons of
potatoes, 1 ton of sugar, 118 cattle, and 38 hogs.
Some livestock also came from Hot Springs.
The cost of freight was high. Shipping goods
from Seattle to Fairbanks by way of Saint Michael
cost $135 to $200 per ton. The costs increased
as supplies were then transported to the mining
camps. This fact meant there were numerous
opportunities for entrepreneurs. In places, freight
was simply offloaded indiscriminately onto the
shore. Billy Munson, who lived in the Salchaket area,
built warehouses to protect the precious cargo from
the elements. A Fairbanks resident by the name of
Mr. McDonald built forty rivercraft—poling boats or
side-wheelers—to use on the Chena River.
As agriculture developed in the Tanana Valley,
there were fewer worrisome winters when the
human food supplies dwindled to critical levels or
horse feed became short. These sobering conditions,
once fairly standard in Fairbanks, were avoided
through the concrete efforts of town leaders, the
businessmen, and steamship companies. The
capable drovers, freighters, and teamsters who
brought provisions to Fairbanks year round were
generally unsung heroes, dependable and vital to the
community.

Teamsters, Drovers, and Freighters

Cox, Joe - Freighter and teamster

The obituary for Joe Cox was brief, and yet it
paid fine tribute to a man who loved Alaska. When
Cox died in 1931 at the age of fifty-nine, he was
termed a veteran Alaska freighter and teamster.
He had come north at the age of nineteen from
Kentucky and had made Alaska his home since that
time.

Edwards, (unknown) and Frank Johnson
- Teamsters
Teamsters Edwards and Frank Johnson
advertised teams of draft horses for sale in 1909.
All were in splendid condition (according to the
advertisement) and weighed 1,700 pounds. A team
(probably of two) cost $1,000 to $1,700.

Gardener, H.E. (or Thomas E.) - Drover
and freighter

Born: 1876 in Virginia
Died: December 1, 1930 (age 54); buried
in California

H.E. Gardener came to Fairbanks from Dawson
in 1904. He was a freighter for the Northern
Commercial Company in 1906, but also a drover
for Waechter Brothers. Gardener died in his First
Avenue cabin.

Herring, Ed - Drover

The Northern Commercial Company acquired
thirty horses at the end of 1914. Ed Herring left
Fairbanks in mid-September as a guard of prisoners
being sent to Seattle. On his return he brought
the N.C. Company horses from Washington by
steamship as far as Cordova and from there to
Chitina via the Copper River and Northwestern
Railway.

King, Jack - Teamster

Jack King was another teamster who regularly
brought in horses to the Fairbanks area. He
continued to herd livestock north even after trucks,
cars, and the Alaska Railroad carried most of the
groceries. By 1928 many people were switching
from horses to motorized transportation and the
importation of horses had greatly diminished. Still,
Jack King brought in fifteen of the twenty-one

horses that came to Alaska that year. Three were
for his business, Columbia Stables. The remaining
dozen King took to the upper Tanana River to be
used for saddle and packwork by John Hajdukovich,
a big game guide and trader.

Miller, J.H. (Cow Miller) - Drover

J.H. Miller was a prominent drover in the Yukon
and Alaska with a reputation for being indefatigable.
He could deliver animals any time of the year to
any place safely, it was said. If the trails were closed
in the winter, he used the river ice as a means of
reaching his destination. Special attention was made
of his 1912 efforts, during which in one June trip he
brought fifty fine cows and two hundred sheep from
Chitina to Fairbanks, then turned around and went
back for more, returning in August with another
four hundred sheep, seventy-five cows, and thirtyfive calves for veal.

Munz, John and Harry Waite - Drovers

Drovers John Munz and Harry Waite were
partners in their business. They successfully brought
in fourteen cows for Charles T. Hinckley over the
Valdez Trail August 20, 1912.

Terrill, William Edward - Freighter
Born: 1863
Died: circa 1923

Mr. Terrill had an excellent reputation as a
freighter. To haul freight to Fairbanks from Valdez,
Terrill used large wagons. In April 1914 it took
him two weeks to haul twelve tons of freight with
twelve horses from the coast. The News-Miner
published a telegram Terrill sent to the paper from
Salcha March 1916. “Arriving in Fairbanks this
evening with 14 head heavy young horses and rigs.
All are for sale. Terrill.” The article continued: “This
telegram was received this morning and speaks
for itself. Mr. Terrill is one of the very old time
freighters of the north and has never been known to
bring in anything but first class stock and this trip is
no exception.”118
William Terrill lived at twenty-one mile on the
Valdez Trail and raised feed for his livestock. After
harvesting fifty tons of oat hay in 1917, he advised
area farmers to raise their own feed. The cost of
shipping oats from Seattle to Chitina was $78 a ton;
from Seattle to Fairbanks $110 per ton.119 He gave up
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his own freighting business that year but continued
working on the roads and moving things when work
offered. One year he hauled a dredge to Fairbanks
Creek. Another season, with a road crew and two
homemade wagons for provisions and tools, he
bossed the upgrading of the long grade along Birch
Hill to Fox. He also found time to raise hay for sale.
Terrill came north when he was nearly fifty years
old. His home in Fairbanks was on Fourth Avenue
between Noble Street and Dunkel Street. After his
death, his estate was sold at auction from his home
on February 16, 1924.

Tracey, James - Teamster

The life of a teamster and freighter was hard and
sometimes dangerous. The August 7, 1911 NewsMiner reported that local teamster James Tracey
was injured while driving down hill from Golden
City toward Fairbanks. His wagon hit a boulder and
the frightened horses ran, throwing Tracey off the
wagon and then running over him. The accident left
Tracey with a broken back.

Waechter, William & Minnie - Drover,
businessman

William Waechter
Born Germany circa 1853
Died October 17, 1925 at Port Angeles,
Washington
Minnie Waechter
Died May 1, 1931 (age 88) in Fairbanks,
Alaska, buried in Washington
Their children:

Henry Waechter
Adolph A. (Ollie) Waecheter
Born: September 15, 1876 in Nebraska
Died: December 9, 1935 in Seattle,
Washington
Ralph Irvine Waechter
Died: 1920 in Nenana, Alaska, buried in
Clay Street Cemetery
Mrs. Grant (Augusta) Courtnay
Mrs. M.O. Carlson
Mrs. Jones (Minnie) Brevis
William Waechter was born in Germany,
learning farming and stock raising on the family

farm. He came to the United States at age eighteen.
From New York he traveled to Ohio and Illinois. He
then settled in Nebraska, raising stock for eighteen
years. In 1889 the family moved to Port Angeles,
Washington, starting a business exclusively to buy,
sell, and ship stock.
During a visit to the Haines area before 1897,
Waechter recognized the potential for farming and
stock raising there. That year William and Minnie
Waechter joined others leaving Seattle for the
Klondike. “I started for Dawson with 135 steers and
40 horses, but did not reach Dawson until 1898.”
Winter had found them in the Lake Bennett area.
There they waited until breakup with the herd until
they could barge the livestock to Dawson. “I have
been shipping stock to different parts of Alaska
ever since,” Waechter later reflected in a 1909 letter
to James Wickersham, delegate to Congress. “In
1900 I shipped stock to Nome, also to other parts
of Alaska. I have traveled overland with cattle from
Valdez to Fairbanks for the past seven years. I have
visited the Aleutian Islands. I found Alaska a great
country for its climate, grasses, and different kinds
of small grain such as oats, barley, and all kinds of
vegetables.”120
Over the years the Waechter family had many
meat markets in Alaska. The Fairbanks business
began in 1902 when they drove cattle north from
Valdez. The business was first called Independent
Market.
The April day in 1909 that H.E. Gardener
arrived in Fairbanks with ninety head of cattle, a big
crowd of townspeople went out the Valdez Trail to
greet the caravan. Nine punchers and ten horses
completed the drive, which was the largest herd
Gardener ever brought in for Waechter’s, and the
fattest—a fact not missed by the spectators.
Waechter Brothers was a well known business
in Alaska. Through the years they had stores in
Dawson, Fairbanks, Nome, Nenana, Iditarod, and
Seward. Brothers Henry and A.A.—usually called
Ollie—ran the Fairbanks business, primarily from
Seattle, but spent time in other locations as branches
started up. Their March 3, 1925, advertisement in
the News-Miner promoted “fresh and frozen meats
of all kinds.” The family owned a large reindeer
herd twenty miles from Kokrines, headquartered at
Melozi Hot Springs.
Four years after William Waechter’s first cattle
drive to Fairbanks, he joined another drive. Large
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forest fires in the Fairbanks area had deterred him
from traveling to the Interior. When he arrived in
Fairbanks, Waechter was amazed at the amount
of farming and gardening that had developed. “I
bought barley, oats, and hay from Mr. W. Young
to feed my cattle, found it to be well filled, good
maturity and well ripened grain.”121
William Waechter died in 1925 in Port Angeles,
Washington. His wife Minnie died at St. Joseph’s
Hospital in 1931 and is buried in Washington.
Ralph Ervine Waechter died in Nenana, an early
victim of the 1920 influenza outbreak. We found
his wife, Hazel, listed a decade later as owner of
the Sourdough Roadhouse and Fur Farm on the
Richardson Highway.122
Ollie had married in 1901 and come to
Fairbanks in 1905 to work at the meat market.
When he died in winter of 1935, he was president
of the company, the head of fifty meat packing
businesses.

Waite, Harry - Drover

Harry Waite was a drover in partnership with
John Munz. When the Fairbanks Fire Department
bought a new horse to pull the hose rig for $500, the
old horse was put up for bid at auction. Harry Waite
bought the animal for $265.

Warren, Harry (or Harvey) - Drover and
freighter
Born: 1870
Died: May 26, 1943; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery

The August 14, 1911 News-Miner reported that
Harry Warren brought a herd of cattle to Fairbanks
and had returned to Chitina for another. Warren
was known as a freighter in the 1920s. He lived
along LaZelle Road and kept his horses and wagons
on the property. Not far from his home he had a
freighting accident. One winter day while driving
toward town across a frozen boggy area with his
wagon and four horses, one of the horses sank into
deep water. It struggled desperately but could not
gain solid ground. Warren called for help and thirty
men arrived to aid him in recovering his horse and
wagon. Unfortunately it was too late to save the
horse, which had tired to the point it could not hold
its head up and drowned.

Even after automobiles had become commonplace in the 1930s, Warren still preferred the old
ways and presented a memorable sight to the
townspeople when he came into Fairbanks dressed
in furs and driving his horse and sleigh. The federal
government appropriated his land during World
War II. It became part of Ladd Field, now Fort
Wainwright. A widower, Warren died in 1943. His
estate was compensated for the appropriated land in
1944. Many years later, a roadworker along LaZelle
Road found a buried safe. It contained the personal
papers of Harry Warren.

Wilson, Al - Drover

An interesting one-time venture by Al Wilson
of Payette, Idaho, represented $25,000 to $30,000.
Wilson left Idaho on April 6, 1909 with 1,300 sheep
and started off for Fairbanks. By May 3 he had
reached Valdez and was ready to set forth with
his flock. A bell was put on the leader. The sheep
were allowed to graze en route and head north at
will. Wilson found the “vegetation adequate and
agreeable to the sheep.”123 Four and a half months
later, September 17, he and his flock arrived in
Fairbanks, all in good condition. Half of his sheep
were purchased by Pacific Cold Storage and the
rest were bought by Waechter and Gardener.
Entrepreneur that Wilson was, he also sold the wool
for 25¢ a pound.
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Tony Radik’s farm on Lazelle Road, near Fairbanks (identified by Carroll Phillips, Jr.).

—Cann Photo, Accession #1968-0050-00152, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Fur Farmers

Fox pups.

—Buzby and Metcalf
Photograph Album 1916–
1917, Accession #UAF1963-0071-56, Archives,
Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of
Alaska Fairbanks
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laska’s federal veterinarian had the responsibility of traveling
about the Territory inspecting dairy herds. Another inspection
duty was to visit the fur farmers. As fur commanded a high
price in the late 1920s, the number of fur farmers increased
rapidly. By 1929 the veterinarian had twenty-seven fur farms to inspect.
Those farming the fur made a request to Governor George A. Parks to
provide a veterinarian just for their needs. The value of skins shipped
Outside in 1929 by the Alaska Game Board, a part of the United States
Department of Agriculture, was a substantial $4.5 million.124 Nevertheless,
the request for a veterinarian was denied.
Old Jack Taylor, who had started fur farming in 1912, found the fur
business in the Salcha area growing rapidly by 1929. Along the Richardson
Highway, Guy Turnbow, who had purchased the Taylor holdings, and
George Bishop, were two prominent fur farmers. Others included George
Hillory, located at Forty Mile Bridge of the Salchaket River; the Far North
Fur Farm at milepost eighty-five; Charles Fry at Shaw Creek; Ray Garden
at Lost Lake; homesteader Arthur Holcomb near Birch Lake; and Mrs.
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Hazel Waechter, owner of Sourdough Roadhouse
and Fur Farm. At the crossing of the Tanana River
at Delta, Dick Kuloff set up pens for raising mink.
His neighbor, Rika Wallen, at the Big Delta ferry
crossing, reportedly had the best equipment for
raising silver fox. She had completed a new barn
twenty-six by forty feet with a gabled roof. It could
store seventeen tons of hay for her horses. Her farm
also included a few sheep, chickens, and geese.
There was a short-lived venture of fur farming
along the Farmers Road in Fairbanks called Arctic
Fur Farms. Walt McDevitt and Jack McPhee
started the business with six mink and six foxes
in 1930. McDevitt had studied methods of raising
fur at Saratoga Springs, New York Agricultural
Experiment Station. Pens were built and fur raised
for two years. Abruptly, the well-equipped farm and
the proven breeding stock were put up for sale at a
bargain price.
McGrath and the Kuskokwim area were
considered “fur country” because so many individuals were raising animals there. The KenaiSusitna Valley Fur Breeders Association was a
growing and active group. They came up with the
idea for an annual Fur Rendezvous. The Interior fur
farmers decided in 1930 to mimic their counterpart
to the south with their own fur show and sale.
A few of the Kenai-Susitna fur breeders of
note were Perry A. Cole of Kasilof who owned the
Cole Black Fur Farm; A.W. Berry of Berry Village on
the Kuskokwim River; and the Alaska General Fur
Farm in Anchorage, which raised goats and Rhode
Island Red hens to provide milk and eggs to feed
their fox and mink.

Bishop, George

In the early 1930s George Bishop homesteaded
near Salcha. He came to that area from the Denali
Farm in Nenana, bringing twenty mink with him.
He acquired forty-one mink from nearby fur farmer
Guy Turnbow in 1931. Houses and pens for the
animals were built at a neighbor’s and later moved
to Bishop’s homestead. The neighbor, a man named
Munson, had a facility for temporary storage of
goods heading up and down the Tanana River;
probably this provided a sheltered place where
Bishop could work. He also milled lumber, turning
out 2,000 board feet and selling it in the Salcha area
in August 1931.

Photograph of four pioneers in Big Delta and the
year they arrived in Alaska: John Hajdukovich
(1906), Rika Wallen (1915) (see p. 189), Robert
Bloom (1898), and Jessie Bloom (1912).

—Historical Photograph Collection, Vertical
File Photograph Collections-People, Accession
#1971-0020-00009, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. John S. (Jack)

Early in the winter of 1912, Mrs. Taylor announced that she and her husband were planning
to raise silver gray fox. The following spring Jack
Taylor Jr. told the newspaper that he would be
raising marten as well. They acquired sixty foxes that
summer, but were still looking for more black, silver,
or cross foxes. For a well-matched pair of silver grays
he offered $3,000. Fur was in great demand and the
price was high. A Minto trapper sold a silver fox to a
firm in St. Louis for $2,000.
Many people around the Territory began fur
farming about the same time the Taylors quit the
fur business and went into freighting. Their home
along the Richardson Highway was called the Fox
Farm Roadhouse. Mrs. Taylor died in 1919 or early
in 1920—a May 22, 1920 story about the Fairbanks
flu epidemic listed her as a fatality. Taylor sold
the combined fur farm and roadhouse to Mr. and
Mrs. Guy Turnbow. Jack Taylor, though getting up
in years, continued to raise some animals at Dry
Creek in the little Delta area, which is about 150
miles from Fairbanks. With his dog loaded with a
thirty-pound pack and a heavier one on his own
back, Taylor would walk the distance to Dry Creek.

Fur Farmers

Turnbow’s fox farm, fifty miles from Fairbanks.

—George Parks. Photographs 1911–1933. ASL-P240-073

He continued to live at the roadhouse and helped
the Turnbows run the place. He operated a trading
post at that site. On November 9, 1925, he applied
for 304 acres of homestead and received patent on it
September 24, 1929.

Turnbow, Mr. & Mrs. Guy

In 1929 fox fur production in Alaska increased
one hundred percent over the previous year. The
Turnbows came from Nome in 1925 and slowly
developed the business they bought from Jack
Taylor. As the price of fur increased, they did well,
for they had fourteen breeding pairs of foxes that
normally raised around five pups annually, They also
raised marten, mink, and chinchilla rabbits. To feed
their own family and the guests of the roadhouse,
the Turnbows raised chickens—some 160 of them.
Four acres were cleared of birch for a garden and
another acre and a half of spruce was cleared in
1930. The Turnbows planned to buy a tractor to
aid in stump removal. The family raised potatoes,
carrots, cauliflower, onions, and lettuce on the new
ground. Guy Turnbow raised some breeding animals

to sell. George Bishop bought over three dozen mink
from his neighbor. Turnbow also sent a shipment of
silver foxes to a fur farm in Wisconsin in 1930. Their
Silver Fox Roadhouse along the Richardson Highway
was a well-known business and a destination for
Fairbanks travelers for many years.
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Roadhouse Proprietors

W

agon trails and roads radiating from Fairbanks to the
mining districts or south to the coast were dotted with
roadhouses that accommodated the needs of weary
travelers. Roadhouses were unique enterprises, each one
distanced from the next, becoming a haven for man and beast as weather
and season varied the path and the scenery. To maintain a successful,
self-sustaining agricultural pursuit the proprietor needed a fine business
mind, lots of ingenuity, a sturdy body, and the capability for unending
hard work. Newspaper stories about roadhouse operators are infrequent
and predictably short. Large gardens were planted to provide produce for
the guests; a few businesses had greenhouses as well. Land was cleared
to raise hay and grain to feed the resident animals and the livestock that
brought the travelers.

Bergman, William E. & Gerda Carlson
Gerda Carlson Bergman

The News-Miner noted the quiet November wedding of William
E. Bergman and Gerda Carlson in 1908. Bergman, from Gilmore, was
the proprietor of the roadhouse there. Working toward their dream,
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18 Mile Roadhouse, probably
circa late 1920s.

—Cann photo, courtesy of
Candy Waugaman
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Pile Driver Roadhouse, along the Valdez Trail, viewed from across Pile Driver Slough, the cabbage
patch in front of the roadhouse plainly visible.
—George M. Woods, Rita Cottnair Album, Accession #UAF-1974-130-1, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

the couple moved to and took over the 18 Mile
Roadhouse on the Valdez Trail.
A September 4, 1912 News-Miner headline
declared: “Finest Spuds In The Land.” The Bergmans
proudly reported a twenty-ton crop of mealy
potatoes that season. Another headline, “Roadhouse
Man Prepares For Big Season,” appeared in the
paper on May 16, 1917. William Bergman was
preparing sixteen acres of land for vegetables,
an immense undertaking. The season that began
in such high hopes ended in tragedy. In the fall
Bergman left Fairbanks for Outside on one of the
last boats. He was going to a hospital in the States to
get treatment for a heart condition. Gerda Bergman

received a telegram in November telling her that her
husband had died at the hospital. The roadhouse
continued under other proprietors. John H. Kelly
wrote an intimate and descriptive poem of the 18
Mile Roadhouse, capturing its character and charm
splendidly. Mr. and Mrs. George Mutchler operated
the roadhouse in 1930. They hosted a Christmas
dinner that included Mr. Kelly on the guest list.

Jones, A.S.

A.S. Jones ran a roadhouse on the Chena Hot
Springs Trail, thirty-four miles from Fairbanks. His
1914 report to the Agricultural Experiment Station
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declared he had cultivated three acres and had two
more acres to clear. Jones found the ground very
hard to clear and used blasting powder to blow out
the stumps. His three and a half tons of potatoes
were the best he had ever seen. Jones also harvested
a half-ton of good turnips and one ton of Canadian
field peas that had grown seven feet tall, producing
large pods. For winter use at the roadhouse were
six crates of celery plus other vegetables. In his
greenhouse Jones had grown tomatoes, cucumbers,
and peppers. His report included a request for
seeds next summer, especially Petrowski turnips.
There was a second report of Jones in the 1917
annual report of the Alaska Agricultural Experiment
stations. His Petrowski turnips “are a big hit.” He was
reading literature for “profit and pleasure.” Jones was
especially pleased with his 300 pounds of Gold Coin
potato seed that had produced 3,000 pounds of the
largest and best potatoes he had ever raised.

Karshner, J.F. & Cordelia

J.F. Karshner
Born Fremont, Ohio, June 2 1849
Died: Hot Springs, Alaska May 1913 (age
64); buried at Hot Springs
Cordelia Karshner
Born: St. Paul, Minnesota June 2, 1859
Died: Fairbanks, Alaska February 4, 1933
(age 74); buried at Clay Street Cemetery
Invited guest 1917 Farmers Day
The Karshners may have been the first in the
interior to homestead. They entered Alaska in 1898
via Dyea and settled on their land in 1902. They
do hold the distinction of being the first in the
Interior to receive title to their land. J.F. Karshner
was a capable prospector and miner. He made two
important finds in 1902, one was Discovery claim
on Hunker Creek that June and the second was the
Discovery claim August 10 on Hot Spring Creek.
He and his wife also settled near Baker Creek,
prompting the name Baker for the Hot Springs
located on the land. They established a successful
large-scale chicken ranch, where enough grain was
grown to feed the livestock. Potatoes also grew
well, and 100 tons were harvested in 1908 on some
of 150 acres in use at the hot springs. There were
many miners in the area as well as soldiers at the
U.S. Army Signal Corps telegraph station, which
provided a ready market.

Hot Springs changed when Frank Manley leased
the land from the Karshners. Manley built the
four-story Hot Springs Resort Hotel in 1907. When
nearly 100 folks called the area home, a post office
was established. The hotel was lavishly appointed:
the floors were carpeted and the lounge had a
large backbar. There were pool and billiard tables
for the men. Large well-tended vegetable gardens
supported the hotel kitchen and large fields of grain
and hay provided feed for the livestock.
A fire that started in the dining room ceiling
burned the big hotel to the ground in April 1913.
The entire community rallied to fight the fire,
managing to save some furniture and carpets,
the sporting tables, and the bar, but the famous
backbar did not escape the flames. A month later
Mrs. Karshner telegraphed Fairbanks friends that
her husband had died. The sixty-four-year-old
homesteader had successfully homesteaded 270
acres. In summer 1915 his wife Cordelia received
the first final certificate issued by the land office.
She received an invitation to attend the April 1917
Farmers Convention.
Mrs. Karshner moved to Fairbanks, leaving
the farming to others. Before her death she made
a number of requests of her close friends that a
posthumous card of thanks for the care shown her
during her illness be sent. She wanted her thanks
extended to her friends, neighbors, the sisters of
St. Joseph’s Hospital, and the Pioneer Women of
Alaska. Alaska had been her home since she left
Seattle. She and her husband opened wide interior
Alaska’s agricultural potential.

Leach, Frank M.

Frank Leach began the steps to acquire homestead land in 1923 on what became his Circle Hot
Springs Ranch. His use of the hot water for his
business and agricultural pursuits brought many
persons to his doorstep. Two crops of radishes
closed out and a third ready by June could be
achieved with warm sun and warm water. Potatoes
and peas thrived; all the vegetables flourished.
Leach built a 130-by-32-foot greenhouse during
the summer of 1930. Not his only building project,
he gathered logs throughout the winter for a
three-story hotel. The hotel, consisting of thirtyfive rooms and a large, handsome lobby, became
a reality by August. Hot water from the springs
heated the building year round. The grand opening
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Big Delta Roadhouse and luncheon stop, 1928.
—Skinner Foundation, ASL-P44-06-238

was a splendid affair. The 162 guests were served a
delicious lunch followed by an evening of dancing.
The fresh, quality vegetables served to guests
from the greenhouse and garden were as much
of an attraction as the hot water. At one time or
another, most of Fairbanks traveled to Circle Hot
Springs—at first overland and later by air. Leach’s
business attracted regular scheduled air service from
Fairbanks. It was a well-loved destination.

McCluskey, John William

John McCluskey was described as a trail
rancher, for he lived along the Valdez Trail. He
raised hay, good potatoes, as well as poultry and
pigs he sold to the miners in the Richardson district.
A roadhouse, a telegraph station, and a post office
were part of the Richardson community, which
was some sixty miles south of Fairbanks. In 1911
McCluskey was established and cultivating fortytwo acres. The News-Miner mentioned him visiting
town to pick up farm equipment on April 22, 1911.

The riverboat Schwatka arrived from Dawson with
horses, a potato planter, digger, and hill sideplow for
McCluskey. His roadhouse was located about 200
feet from the Tanana River. The river made constant
inroads on Richardson until the ground washed
away entirely. McCluskey built a new roadhouse in
1924, more modern, he said. It had larger rooms and
hot and cold water.

Wallen, Rika

In 1928 Delta’s McCarty Roadhouse along the
Tanana River was operated by Rika Wallen, and
today the roadhouse is known as Rika’s Roadhouse.
One story about this strong, hard working and
indefatigable woman appeared in the News-Miner
June 3, 1931:125
One June morning Rika left the
roadhouse to go milk the cows and they
were all missing. She searched for hours and
had walked a long way from home when she
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Richardson as seen from a hill near town, seventy-three miles from Fairbanks on the summer trail.
The row of cabins in the foreground are deserted. The telegraph station is at center right (between the
fork in the trail); the building to the right and in the distance are occupied by U.S. Commissioner and
postmaster (Judge Griffin), a roadhouse, general store, a rancher (Mr. J.W. McCluskey) and a pool and
lunch room.

—George M. Woods, Rita Cottnair Album, Accession #UAF-1974-0130-00036, Archives, Alaska and Polar
Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks

decided to give it up. As she started toward
home she spied the herd of buffalo that had
been released from McCarty earlier in 1928.
In the center of the buffalo were the cows.
Rika called and coaxed and finally her cows
came to her and followed her home to be
milked.
The next morning Rika went outdoors
to milk her cows and again they were gone.
Sure enough she found them mingling with
the buffalo herd and Rika coaxed and called
the cows home.

No, it didn’t happen a third time. The
next morning Rika’s cows found themselves
surrounded by a stout new fence.
Rika Wallen was naturalized January 14, 1929, in
Delta.

10

The Second Generation

M

any changes were taking place in the Tanana Valley that
directly affected the agricultural community before,
during, and after World War II. The arrival of the military
and the building of Ladd Field displaced a number of
farmers as their land was appropriated by the federal government. Some
previously vacated homesteads were also acquired for the new base. The
old trail that led to Chena Hot Springs was moved to its present location
off the Steese Highway.
The men and women who had farmed when Fairbanks was a
new town were leaving agricultural pursuits. Some moved back to their
families and the roots of their youth, some still lived in cabins in Graehl
and Garden Island, and many died and were laid to rest in the Clay Street
Cemetery. The Tanana Valley Agriculture Association also died a natural
death in the latter half of the 1930s. A number of factors contributed to
the demise of the association. A succession of poor wheat-growing years
would have dampened the enthusiasm of local growers. Also, the old
guard were slowly passing away or reaching an age where they were no
longer able to farm. In the absence of new blood, the organization lost
momentum and eventually disbanded.
However, there were some longtime farmers who continued
to provide their products to the community. Harry Bentley and his
sons George and Harry continued in the dairy business, as did Charlie
Creamer and his son Don. Charles McGrath inherited the title “Potato
King” from his father, James, and held it for many years. Joe Nettleton
grew strawberries and vegetables throughout the war years. Harry
Badger did not stop farming until 1950, when he was eighty-one years
old. Carroll Phillips, Sr. and his son Carroll Phillips, Jr. farmed from the
time they arrived in Fairbanks in the 1930s, and the younger Phillips
continues to farm with his family at the time of this writing.
There was still land available for newcomers, and not only acreage
once farmed by the oldtimers. In 1915 land had been withdrawn for a
townsite at Happy. There were 1,280 acres along the Alaska Railroad
opened for homesteading. One of the homesteads originating from this
developed land is owned today by Ann Dolney of Anne’s Greenhouse.
In 1940, 2,775 acres near Harding Lake were opened as homestead sites
with first consideration going to military personnel and ex-military
residents.
As the population grew, so did the demand for food. Some
food products could be and were produced in the Tanana Valley. On
November 26, 1942, the News-Miner listed local farmers supplying
produce to the military. They were: Alex Husak, James Cox, Pete
Rasmusson, Mrs. Betty Janes, R.G. Fitz, H. Warren, Jack Horn, Harry
Badger, and E.T. Bennett.
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Modern farm equipment was needed to
produce the crops. Under the Farm Machinery
Program of the War Food Administration, allotments were made for Alaska. In 1944, ninety-eight
tons of farm equipment was allotted, eighty-five
tons of which was new. Farming with horses in the
Interior was nearly at an end. Claus Johnson may
have been the last hold out; he emphatically stated
he would not farm with a tractor, but by the early
1950s he had acquired one, a Fordson.
Tractors had become standard farm
equipment by the 1940s. Some were also the only
family conveyance, pulling not only the plowing,
planting, and harvesting equipment, but also
the family wagon when it was time to get off the
homestead for an outing. Wells Alaska Motors at
First Avenue and Lacy Street sold Allis Chalmers
farm equipment. Lomen Equipment Company,
the Allis Chalmers dealer, handed out circulars
headed: “Farming in the Land of the Midnight Sun.”
Southside Service advertised themselves as the
“farmer’s friend,” selling tires, batteries, and Union
gasoline.
Local lumber was still being cut in 1948. A
Buzby and Spencer Lumber Company advertisement explained that they had been in the country
for forty-seven years and had given up the idea of
getting rich. “House logs and rough cut lumber
for use in Real Alaska Homes available along with
lessons learned,” they concluded.
In 1947, the first fair to be held in six years
took place. George Gasser and Harry Badger picked
up the organizational reins once again. However,
new names now appeared on the fair board: Ed
Davis, Lou Joy, George Preston, and Genevieve
Bradway.
Ed Davis arrived in Fairbanks in 1947 to
manage the newly formed Tanana Valley Cooperative Association. The organization sold fresh
produce wholesale from a root cellar along the
Steese Highway. In a large log cabin next to this root
cellar Ed Davis and Joe Lawlor set up the farmers’
center where feed, fertilizer, and farm supplies were
to be sold. Because of financial problems, however,
this venture never got off the ground.
The next generation of farmers had rolled up
their collective sleeves and begun with vigor and
great promise the unending pursuit of feeding the
people of the Tanana Valley. Following are some
snippets and glimpses into the men and women of
the second generation of Tanana Valley farmers.126

Adcock, Roy

Included in George Gasser farm tour July 1947.
Had a garden at Steele Creek.

Arend, Harry D.

Assistant United States district attorney filed on
thirty-five acres northwest of Fairbanks March 6,
1942.

Arthur, William

November 6, 1942 filed for 178 acres adjoining
his son-in-law, Noel Wien’s, land.

Balch, Joseph

Joe Balch settled in Salcha in 1946, coming to
Alaska with his brother following World War II.
On his homestead he raised hay and potatoes. He
and Joe Lawlor ordered Teton potato seed from
the Wyoming Experiment Station. This was a latematuring variety said to be frost resistant as well as
being resistant to ring rot. Tetons are widely grown
in the Interior today. Balch and his wife Marie began
the Salcha Store along the Richardson Highway. Joe
Balch died on September 26, 2002.

Barrington, Jack

October 12, 1942: In town from homestead
down Chena River; to go trapping that winter.

Baysinger, Marcelous

January 24, 1947: 160 acres on Steele Creek
Road.

Beck, Lou

April 6, 1945: “new tiller of the soil this season;”
bought a Fordson tractor, planning to raise two acres
of potatoes on Farmers Loop.

Biggars, Al

July 12, 1938: Prospector from the Fortymile
country homesteaded at Happy.

Boucher, Frank

Filed for a 160-acre homestead three miles
southeast of Fairbanks (date of filing unknown).
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Bradway, Mrs. Genevieve

March 2, 1945: clearing another twelve acres of
homestead; will try five pounds of seed corn.

Brockman, Henry & Tillie

Moved to Steele Creek area in 1945. By July
1947 had a large chicken farm and plans for 1,100
New Hampshire laying hens by fall. Eggs went
weekly to Waechter’s Market.

Brown, Denver

Soldier-farmer homesteads on Steele Creek
Road. Farming seriously in 1945. Soon out of the
army and plans to complete his home and become
an Alaskan.

Buckley, John G.

Relinquished claim for one closer to town. Has
thirty-seven acres off Badger Road on the Fairbanks
side of beam station.

Bushey, Marvin

Bushey’s property was seven miles north of
Fairbanks on the old Steese Highway. He cleared a
large portion of land to grow feed for his cattle. He
ran a small dairy for several years.

Coffin, R.

November 6, 1936: Filed for land near mile
thirty-two Richardson Highway.

Dassattis, Julian

In 1943 had 160 acres near Jack Horn’s end of
Badger Road. In 1944 filed on fifty-two acres at 30
Mile Slough and Jack Horn’s. In 1945: preparing
to plant, but will also gather mushrooms. Mrs.
Dassattis has dried mushrooms, which are a popular
product in stores.

Davis, Edward R.

Davis came to Alaska from Mayberry,
California, and arrived in the Fairbanks area in
1946 to be manager of the Tanana Valley Farmers
Association. He filed on a 160-acre homestead on
Steele Creek Road on June 20, 1947. Al Lugaillo
and Walter Bullwinkle built Davis a large log house
on his land. Davis was to look after the Farmers
Association root cellar, which was located off the
Old Steese Highway across from Ace Plywood, but
these duties were badly neglected. He, along with
Joe Lawlor, wanted to start a farmer’s store, but
due to lack of funds this did not materialize. Davis
eventually returned to California and died there
several years later.

Dodson, James

May 13, 1944: bought the McPhee property on
Farmers Loop. Transfer recorded this week of John
McPhee farm—160 acres to James and Mildred
Dodson for $1,500.

Dodson, John

November 6, 1936: Filed near air base on
Richardson Highway.

This well-known bush pilot for Frontier Air
purchased an old fox farm from McDevitt (originally
purchased by McPhee in 1930). Walt McDevitt
and Jack McPhee started Arctic Fur Farms along
Farmers Loop in 1930 (see Fur Farming, p. 182).

Crossman, Walter

Dodson, Ralph

Colin, Anson

From Wisconsin. Had land on the south side
of Farmers Loop south of the present-day Dog
Mushers’ Hall.

Dale, Ford J.

December 4, 1942: Had twenty-two acres seven
miles west of Fairbanks.

June 15, 1945: Filed on a 160-acre homestead
three miles southeast of Fairbanks.

Dornath, Gerhard “George”

Born: October 2, 1922, Gilmore City,
Iowa.
Died: November 5, 2003 (age 81)

Dornath came to Alaska after serving in the
military during World War II. He bought 160 acres
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from Dave Atwell July 29, 1950. In 1961 he started
Alaska Feed Company. The name was changed to
Grubstake Feed in 1989. George Dornath farmed his
land most of the years he lived on that acreage.

Douglas, (unknown)

August 29, 1947: Sold eighty acres of land five
miles out the Steese Highway to Joseph A. Lane.

Eidem, Nick

May 13, 1946: With Harry O’Bryan planted
eleven acres of Swiss and Arctic Seedling potatoes
on Farmers Loop field.

Elbert, Paul Angelo (Farmer Paul)

Born: August 6, 1899
Died: May 22, 1972 (age 73); buried at
Birch Hill Cemetery

“Paul Elbert was the only man I knew that
could sit in the seat of Caterpillar’s biggest tractor,
the D-9, and not seem to be dwarfed by the size of
the machine,” remembers Bernie Rinear, a former
Alaskan who photographed Fairbanks and its people
during the ’40s.
“He was robust, he was jovial, he was goodnatured. One hardly ever saw Paul when he wasn’t
wearing a smile.
One of Paul’s pet projects was the Tanana Valley
Farmers Co-op Association in the 1940s. He was the
farmer’s friend.”127
Paul Elbert was one of the top produce growers
in Fairbanks following World War II. He had taken
over the homestead land first filed on by Jim George
before World War I. Adolf and Pete Holtman
farmed it after George abandoned it. Then the land
lay vacant for a number of years until Elbert began
to farm it in 1943.
He tried raising pigs and barley. In May 1945
Elbert had a chicken house ready for 1,500 chicks.
A year later he reported a $10,000 profit by selling
to local markets and not keeping any birds over the
winter.
Jessen’s Weekly reported November 15, 1951
that Elbert was named Farmer of the Year by the
Northern Commercial Company in cooperation
with John Deere Plow Company. The N.C. Company
was selling John Deere equipment at that time.
Elbert received a plaque for his soil conservation

methods and his promotion and development of
agriculture. The methods of conserving soil used by
Elbert were numerous. He planted thirty acres of
peas as a green manure crop and disked them under;
he planted his crops in contour configuration;
stabilized a gully by planting grass; disked under
weeds and surplus garden products; and he plowed
temporary furrows in the fall to direct spring runoff. He was applauded for improving the soil, for his
hard work, and for his bold approach to farming,
which those who gave out the award stated was a
necessary quality to any agricultural pioneer in the
Tanana Valley.
Paul Elbert is remembered for his part in establishing the Tanana Valley Farmers Cooperative
Association in the 1940s. A co-op root cellar was
established with his active guidance. It was on the
Old Steese Highway near the Alaska Tree Greenhouse complex.
I Love the Land is a book of poems Elbert
published around 1960—poems written through his
farming years.
The following autobiographical account of
Elbert’s farming ventures in Fairbanks was provided
through the kind generosity of his son Don Elbert.

Fairbanks Farmer

(the story of Paul A. Elbert, 1942-1964)
Going back to the Spring of 1942 I was
living in the 200 block of First Avenue in
Fairbanks, renting one of the small tworoom cabins Murry Smith had behind his
big ice house. A mechanical ice plant had
not yet invaded the far north, which really
seemed to have enough of its own. Murry
Smith cut ice above town on the Chena and
stored it in sawdust to be sold to saloons and
soft drink establishments as they needed it.
I paid Smith $12 a month rent for the cabin
but he often asked me to help unload the ice
of an evening, or even get it on a Saturday
or Sunday. He paid me $1.50 an hour, I was
able to work out my rent and have some
money besides.
When May came he suggested I plant a
garden in the little garden patch beside the
cabin I rented. Well lettuce was 25 cents a
head, radishes 25 cents a bunch, etc. etc. So
I decided to plant a garden because I do like
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lettuce. A Mr. Hoover lived across the picket
fence and was reputed to be one of the
top gardeners in town. He belonged to the
local garden club and they were anxious to
advise me upon varieties to plant. Mr. Smith
pointed out the faucet and said I could use
all the sprinkling water I wanted because
there were no meters. The monthly rate was
just so much no matter how much one used.
I had been raised on a farm—two farms
in fact. One was in the Yakima valley where
we could irrigate when the plants were
thirsty; the other farm was in Sedro Woolly,
Washington where we prayed when the
plants were thirsty.
For some strange reason the thought
passed thru my mind that I might stay
to farm after my years’ contract with the
Armed Forces was completed. If I did, I
wouldn’t have a hose or sprinkling system
to help me out. So I decided to experiment;
to raise a garden without sprinkling it, not
even once.
I planted beans and peas, carrots,
radishes, beets, turnips, parsnips and
rutabagas. I also planted four hills of
summer squash, some broccoli, cabbage
and cauliflower. I bought a dozen each of
cabbage, head lettuce, and cauliflower at the
greenhouse.
There was plenty of dry weather that
summer and the neighbors did plenty of
sprinkling. But I never turned the tap.
Instead I would hoe or rake my little garden
once or twice a week.
I discovered that the ground in this
part of Alaska never warms up. There is
permafrost under a good part of it. It was
only when the ground was dry that it would
warm up enough for the roots to really go
down. Then when the fall rains came my
vegetables jumped, caught up to, and even
surpassed neighboring gardens.
I had made my point. I now knew that a
shallow dust mulch would bring the garden
vegetables thru almost any kind of drouth
the subartic [sic] might experience. Believe
me we do have long rainless periods. The
annual rainfall is just about twelve inches
a year. If the climate were 10% warmer, it
would make this a semi-arid country.

The coolness of the nights and the
coolness of the ground retard evaporation to
the point where the summer rainfalls have
almost always been adequate.
My German father and Belgium mother
belonged to the soil. Mother was an expert
gardener. I was the oldest child in the family
and was often called to help her weed and
hoe and gather. When there was an extra
bucket of beans or peas, or a bundle of
rhubarb or greens—I was by way of reward,
allowed to go into town to sell it.
When I was eleven I got a little red
wagon and made a business of selling some
vegetables every week. A half pint fruit jar
above the stove held my money. I was in
business at the age of eleven. I thought what
my vocation in life would be, altho I was to
be 43 years old before I applied myself to it.
In a far off land in Fairbanks, Alaska, I would
be a farmer.
Well, the peas and carrots and cabbage
and all the rest of the vegetables in Fairbanks
were sweeter and more tender than
anything I had ever tasted before. In the
cool rainy fall all the vegetables seemed to
explode. Turnips grew to ten or even twenty
pounds. Cabbage from twenty to thirty
pounds; potatoes often two pounds each.
The next spring I terminated my
contract with the military and rented five
acres of cleared ground. I planted it by
hand and cultivated it with a wheel hoe. I
worked and weeded almost day and night.
People thought I was crazy to go out after
supper among the mosquitoes and work till
midnight or later. June 22 is the longest day
in the year here. You can read a newspaper
at midnight; these long days last for two
months.
The high prices offered by the local
grocery stores and the bids from costplus construction camps gave me all the
incentive I needed. In six weeks I had big
lush radishes and lots of crisp leaf lettuce
and some tender turnip greens to sell.
Cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, beets and
turnips came in order. When the last turnips
and cabbage were sold in the fall, I added up
my sales slips and found I had grossed 7,500
dollars in the five months.
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But the summer had been hotter and
drier than usual. The neighbors told me
I was lucky, if it had been wet and cold
I would have lost my shirt on that low
ground.
When I made up my mind to turn
Fairbanks Farmer I had a mental picture
of the place I wanted. It should have three
elevations, a low wet one for lush green
vegetables in hot summers. A higher bench
or plateau for ordinary summers and a still
higher plateau for dry meaty potatoes.
The local Agriculture Experimental
Station had been in operation for some 20
years. The local University of Alaska is a
land grant college and as such was required
to teach and promote agriculture. I camped
on their door step. Dean Gasser was head
of the department of agriculture. He owned
his own commercial greenhouse and had
a homestead. He was very friendly and
anxious to be helpful. He lived at the foot
of college hill and could be called upon
at anytime for advice. Dean Gasser had
started studies in what was referred to as
micro-climatic conditions, i.e. the variations
in temperatures, say from the north slope
to the south slope, and from an east slope
to a west slope. He had determined that a
southwest slope was the warmest crop-wise
and, of course, frost settled in pockets and
lowlands first.
When I decided, in the Fall of 1943,
to turn farmer I knew pretty well what I
was looking for. Claus Johnson had an old
fashioned 360 acre homestead on Farmers
Loop. The Farmers Loop road took off
from the College road at the foot of the hill,
circled north a couple of miles, then east
seven or eight miles and then south; joining
the Steese Highway at the foot of Birch
Hill about three miles north of Fairbanks.
Claus’s homestead was on a southern slope
and I considered renting from him. But he
persuaded me to rent the old Peter Holtman
homestead, which had been left in his care
when Peter died. This homestead had the
three elevations I had set my mind on.
Holtman had twenty acres some on each
elevation. Well I fell in love with the place

and its possibilities. I began planning for
its purchase. I found that Peter had died
intestate, and that the Territory of Alaska
had a $1500 lien against the property.
When I paid off the Attorney General,
Ralph Rivers, in Juneau and other expenses
connected with the purchase, I had an
almost even $3000 into the homestead. That
was a lot more than the average homestead
sold for at that time but I got what I wanted,
a southern slope with three elevations.
Land up to this time had been mostly
cleared by hand and dynamite. Small
brush was pulled or grubbed out; larger
brush pulled out by team, and the larger
stumps blasted out. This method of clearing
retained all the humus and mixed it with the
wind-blown silt that makes one foot deep
top soil. This fine mellow soil would raise
good crops for five years, at which time the
humus would have been pretty well used
up. The diminishing return compelled the
homestead farmer to clear new fields.
The twenty acres I found cleared on the
Holtman farm, had been farmed out. But
thank goodness, commercial fertilizers came
on the market. The Alaska Railroad offered
low freight rates on it to encourage local
agriculture. I built a greenhouse in which I
could raise some 10,000 plants. I started the
greenhouse April 1st. This gave me six week
old plants to transplant in the middle of
May, providing a summer crop of cabbage,
cauliflower, broccoli and lettuce. All of these
were also planted from seed for a fall crop.
The summers here at Fairbanks are
short. During June and July there is no
darkness and the vegetables store up sugar.
Consequently, our peas, carrots, cabbage,
lettuce and even potatoes are the sweetest
in the world. In the misty, foggy, drizzly fall,
they grow to phenomenal sizes.
In four years I built the green house,
a root cellar and a cabin. I had acquired
a tractor and tools and began to yearn
for more land to farm. The cost-plus
construction companies were departing but
the armed forces were expanding and using
tremendous quantities of green vegetables.
The city also was growing. The grocers and
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the procurement officers agreed Alaska
farmers were entitled to Seattle prices plus
freight. That is, if potatoes were $3 per crate
in Seattle and freight was $3 per crate to
Fairbanks, we farmers could ask up to $6 per
crate for our potatoes.
During the years I have usually sold
potatoes locally for $5 per crate. But when
I sell them for $5 per crate to outlying
merchants at e.g. Circle or McGrath, the air
freight is $10 per crate. This brings the cost
to $15 per crate to the merchant who sells
them for $25 a crate. The Indian trapper,
of course, trades a mink or martin or a big
beaver hide for the sack of potatoes and
thinks he is getting the best of the bargain.
Well, the winters are white and cold
and seven months long. During this white
weather it is nice to have a big cellar full of
root crops and cabbages to sell. Sorting and
delivering are not time consuming so I, like
many neighbors, took to writing of one kind
or another.
In my imagination one day I pictured a
new method of clearing land. It was to use
the angle blade of a D8 Bulldozer Tractor
to shear off brush, much like a moleboard
plow. Maybe the tractor could only shear off
two or three feet of brush at a time, maybe
a full blade. I had to find out. I consulted
Andy Anderson and he was hesitant because
there was three feet of snow on the ground.
After a trial run on George Moore’s place,
he discovered the scheme would work. He
cut down twenty two acres of brush in 12
hours. The stumps of much of the brush
came out of the ground. We let the brush
and snow lay. That summer when the snow
melted and disappeared and the brush dried
he came back with the bulldozer and in a
few short hours piled up the brush, which I
then burned.
Much of the leaves and humus were
lost but not all. With the aid of commercial
fertilizers and an occasional cover crop, I
have been able to keep the fertility to a high
point of production.
Using the single blade shearing method
I later cleared another sixty acres. I believe
I was the first man in the Tanana Valley to

plant a 100 acre field of potatoes. Ladd Field
and Commissary were using about two tons
of potatoes a day as also did Eielson Air
Base.
At this time it took a ton or more of
topped radishes a week and a ton or more of
Broccoli tips for Ladd and for Eielson. They
used a ton or more of turnip or mustard
greens when available.
The markets remained good for some
12 or 15 years. But homesteads were readily
available. New farmers moved in by the
dozen. There was, at times, fierce bidding for
the market. Potatoes during one whole year
of bitter competition sold for $3 per crate
or less to the military. One cold October
day my root cellar burned down. It was full
of potatoes, carrots, turnips and cabbage. A
years’ gains were gone up in smoke.
By and large we made good. On March
10, 1958 I paid Joe Vogler $5,500 cash for his
twenty year old D8 Caterpillar tractor. My
sons and I had taken homesteads in Gold
Stream Valley, opposite Happy Siding. We
nicknamed the district, Happy Valley, altho
Happy Creek came in from the opposite
direction, circled and flowed back into the
Chena near its confluence with the Tanana.
I hired operators for the D8 and we
sheared some brush. There were 70 or
80 acres cleared, I guess, when the local
Caterpillar tractor distributor came to
me with a D9 tractor which had only two
seasons wear. They would put it in first
class shape for $36,000 and I could have
possession for just $12,000 down.
The D9 weighed 8,000 pounds and had
such huge grouser pads that square inch for
square inch, it had lighter flotation than my
D8 Cat. Its blade was sixteen feet wide and
five feet high. Its efficiency at shearing and
pushing was phenomenal. I sheared three
homesteads of 160 acres each and several
20-25 acres patches for other homesteaders
and built 3 miles of road between them the
first month I had the cat.
I then took whatever jobs I could find.
I cleared some fifty miles of pole lines for
Golden Valley Electric Association. I cleared
land for the new crop of homesteaders that
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had settled along the new road. I figured
they would all make good, since almost
everyone had up to that time.
I soon had $75,000 receivable on my
books and was in the Alaska National Bank
for $32,000 when it happened. My operator,
in going from one homestead to another,
crossed a peat bog. The big D9 went down
out of sight all but an upper corner of the
blade.
Well, it took seven weeks and seven
standby and pulling cats to raise it out of the
marsh and pull it onto frozen ground. The
weather was typical December and January
weather, 20-30 below even in the daytime.
The exposure did me in. My arthritis got
worse, my nerves frayed.
I had assigned a fine potato crop to
the Co-Op but it did not sell them. In the
Spring I hauled out $20,000 worth of spuds
and dumped them in a gulley [sic]. I then
set about selling enough of the farm to
satisfy my creditors. Thanks to the greatly
increased value of the original homestead
on Farmers Loop I was able to sell enough
to pay off the bank and have some left.
There wasn’t enough for much farming but
enough for a fine place to live. The road has
been greatly improved. In fact, I expect it
to be paved this summer. Then I got good
sweet water in several wells. There is enough
elevation so at night I look down on the
twinkling man-made stars of the city of
Fairbanks. I can see the lights of College
and the International Airport and Fort
Wainwright.
My vista gives me a birds-eye view
of sunrises and sunsets, of the beautiful
changes in the valley floor from the first
yellow-green sprouts of Spring to the goldyellow leaves of Fall. But even Winter has
many changes. Each snowstorm coats the
trees and brush an inch deep with sparkling
crystal. Each thaw and wind dissolve it and
shake it off. The dark wood is visible again;
then, another snowstorm and freeze.
The white weather, the malignant cold,
the cabin fever, all drive one to take up pen
and paper and talk to them. Everyone in
Alaska, it seems, is writing a book; a hunting
story or a poem.

I had started out to give you factual
information, in case you decided to come to
Interior Alaska to farm. Well, I have raised
some beautiful barley, a hundred acres of
it at a time but now the 16’ drill stands idly
in the yard. Barley grows beautifully but
the autumn mist and dampness thwarts
combining. The grain can be shocked and
freeze dried. But this is very unreliable. Each
fresh snowfall that melts on top of the shock
puts more moisture into the grain. Oats do
fine and so do peas.
And although milk has retailed for
something like 50¢ a quart thru the years,
dairy farmer after dairy farmer has gone
broke. Bedding and sanitation cost a lot and
delivery costs are high in the cold weather.
Several hog farming ventures, including
my own, have failed. Housing and cleanliness are a problem in the long winter. There
is no established market for pork carcasses
by the whole or half. The farm girl who
ground sausage and rendered lard and used
cracklins is not in interior Alaska.
I have raised some fine raspberries,
strawberries and currents [sic] but there is
no use competing commercially with such
favored berry kingdoms as Washington
and Oregon. One can raise an abundance
for his own use. I have often thought that
the first farmer who raised an acre of fresh
strawberries and sold a whopping big
shortcake for a dollar from a roadside stand,
would get rich.
Now agriculture is at a low ebb in
interior Alaska. Depressed markets, lower
van and airline freight rates to the north and
public indifference combine with the white
weather to cool the farmers enthusiasm
and shrink his income. And, of course, now
weeds have a good foothold in our cleared
fields. Such pernicious diseases as bacterial
ring rot have found their way into our spuds.
I am sure the tide can be turned the
other way again by a new, more scientific
group of young farmers with better salesmanship. It will have to be done on a larger
scale to effect economies.
One of the highlights of my twenty-two
years farming at Fairbanks was the four
years I operated a public chicken dinner Inn
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during July and August, the tourist months.
I beautified the yard with flowers and
window boxes, cultivated a nice demonstration garden near by, raised my own fryers—all in addition to my regular farming
practices.
I was surprised how many people were
eager to go to a real farm, look around
and have dinner. Many children saw small
chickens for the first time. This venture
would probably still be going but my cook
suffered a heart attack and had to retire.
With my financial reverses from the land
clearing equipment, I had to sell the old
Chicken Dinner Inn.
Farming was my main interest thru the
years. But hunting and trapping thru the
long winters have added zest to my twentytwo years in the north. I have shot much
game from my door—two brown bears, two
wolves, numerous black bears and many
moose.
My hunting and trapping trips have
been so fascinating that I remember them
in detail. It has been part of my winter
pastimes to exchange hunting stories with
neighbors.

—Paul A. Elbert

Enos, Joseph

September 3, 1938: Filed on land at seventeen
mile Richardson Highway.

Estdorffe, William & Thelma

Estdorffe, Thelma Mast
Born: September 5, 1901
Married William Estdorffe 1946
Died: January 11, 1994.
“The trouble with my farming is that
I married a miner.”

—Thelma Mast Estdorffe

Thelma Mast owned a piece of property on the
former Borden Homestead in July 1945. She had a
pile of logs in the yard and was preparing to build
a log house. Members of the Tanana Valley Farm
Association turned out in force for a full day picnic
and house raising. It did not take long to get the side
walls in place. Windows and doors were blocked

out, rafters were cut. Because the builders were
farmers by profession, they followed closely a plan
Thelma had on hand.
Prospects of a road being built out along her
southern section line off of the Farmers Loop Road
thrilled Thelma: it made for easy access to her
property.
On June 21, 1946 Thelma Mast married William
Estdorffe, a well-known miner from Livengood.
Also in 1946, she was preparing to introduce fruit
growing to the community. Three shipments of
fruit trees arrived in May, a total of forty-five
apple, crabapple, bush cherry, apricot, pear, and
plum trees. These varieties had been developed to
withstand long cold winters and produce in a short
growing season, as is the case in the Interior. She
planted her trees on a south-facing slope to give
them a better chance of eventually producing fruit.
It was reported on June 6, 1947 that the
orchard showed promise of future success. Thelma’s
experimental trees on the hillside in back of the
college near the Country Club survived the cold
winters. Twelve trees that had earlier been girdled
by voles had grown branches up to the damaged
sections. Those that had not suffered from the voles
were leafing out on all their branches.
Thelma and Bill became very enthusiastic
over the progress of the orchard. They planned on
planting more nursery stock. They kept a careful
record of the progress of each tree to determine the
kinds best suited to Alaska’s conditions.
Included in the year’s planting (1946-1947)
were several varieties of grapes. Most of them were
planted in the bottom of post holes. The Estdorffes
also experimented with black walnuts. During dry
periods, they hauled water from Ballaine Lake.
Bill also experimented with corn varieties that
were supposed to mature in sixty days. He did not
have a plow, so he hand spaded the soil and then
dragged a harrow over it behind an old jeep.
We have found nothing indicating the success of
their various experiments.

Fabian, Charles A.

Charles Fabian was originally from Wauwertosa,
Minnesota. As of October 26, 1945 he had 160 acres
on Columbia Creek.

Fergeson, H.

November 6, 1936: recent homestead filing.
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Fideler, Charles & Maud

Died: September 6, 1966

Charles and Margaret (Maud) Fideler took up
a homestead in 1936. This was located off Farmers
Loop Road. In those days road conditions to their
place were very bad, especially after a snow in winter
or a heavy rain in spring or summer. The Fidelers
lived on their homestead until 1945. Fideler Road is
named after them.

Fitz, Dr. Rudolph Guilford

Doctor and Mrs. Fitz were originally from
Fairbault, Minnesota. They were married in 1912
and spent a lot of years in China, where during the
1930s Dr. Fitz was a missionary doctor in Hepal
province 300 miles south of Peking. After eleven
years in missionary work, he decided to move to
Alaska and for health reasons took up a homestead
on Steele Creek in 1936.
The Fitzes arrived in Alaska with one of two
other groups of farmers. The first group that arrived
was composed of R.G Fitz and his two brothers-inlaw, Max Millan and C.M. Soltz from Oklahoma
City. The second group included Jack Sibson and
James Faulk, both from Eagle River, Wisconsin.
Sibson and Faulk arrived accompanied by their
families on May 15, 1930. After investigating various
sections of the country in the Fairbanks area in
search of the best farmland available, they decided
that the Steele Creek Road land was the most
favorable. Consequently, they filed applications for
the homesteads with T.M. Hunt of the Federal Land
Office in Fairbanks. The Sibson group took adjoining
homesteads seven miles from Fairbanks and one
mile from the Steese Highway. They soon began
clearing land on which to raise a potato crop that
first summer. They had not yet chosen a location for
their new home, so the family moved into a tent and
made a garden plot the first year.
Mrs. Fitz, their three daughters, and one son
arrived from Seattle by boat and train. The two
oldest daughters, Elizabeth and Irma, had attended
Bethany Peniel College in Oklahoma the previous
year and planned to enroll in the University of
Alaska that fall. The youngest, Maxine, who was
thirteen years old, entered high school in Fairbanks.
Their son, Guilford, was five years old.
The Fitzes did not wait for their cabin to be
finished before starting their missionary service. Fitz

wanted to bring the Nazarene faith to Fairbanks.
By June 1936, the vision had become a reality with
a congregation of about fifteen people meeting off
Steele Creek. They launched their new missionary
venture in the open air in front of their tent. By
October, they moved into their new home, a typical
homestead cabin.
After three years on the homestead, Harry
Badger paid tribute to Reverend Fitz for his agricultural venture. By now Fitz had a large house in
a grove of birch trees, a good crop of potatoes, a
garden, and a glass-enclosed porch for growing
tomatoes.
He owned a one-man sawmill in 1942. Records
show that he had 1,000 feet of board sawn timber
and twenty cords of wood cut that year. By 1944, he
had 15,000 feet of sawed lumber and thirty cords of
wood.
Dr. Fitz was a hard worker and a serious homesteader. He housed his milk cows and hogs, and he
built a root cellar for his potatoes.
In November 1940, the Church of the Nazarene
purchased the site at Tenth and Noble streets in
Fairbanks where the First Church of the Nazarene
still stands today. The Fitzes left Alaska in May 1957,
and moved to Nampa, Idaho. Dr. Fitz passed away a
few years later and is buried in Minnesota.

Fowler, Charles O.

Fowler was a longtime resident who worked for
the United States Smelting, Refining and Mining
Company and farmed eighty acres after 1944 (see
Tanana Valley Farmers, p. 75).

Friday, George

September 3, 1943, had 160 acres three miles
west of Fairbanks.

Funk, Lyndon F. & Nevinka

Born: November 9, 1914 in Fervon, Utah
Died: January 28, 2005 (age 90) in Provo,
Utah

On March 3, 1939 in Los Angeles, Lyndon Funk
married a woman named Nevinka. The couple were
Mormons whose marriage was sealed in the Salt
Lake Temple on March 31, 1944. They moved to
Alaska in 1940, homesteading 160 acres of land off
Steele Creek Road. Funk made application for 640

The Second Generation

Ernie Gilbert stands beside Caroll Phillips, Senior’s Farmall A tractor and grain binder, 1951.
—Collection of Carroll Phillips, Jr.

acres for grazing. According to the United States
Bureau of Land Management, this was the first
grazing lease ever made in the vicinity. At that time,
Funk planned to produce beef cattle. Apparently
these plans were never carried out. In 1945 the
family moved to town. Lyndon worked for various
airlines for a number of years. They left Alaska, but
returned in 1955, buying 160 acres on what is now
known as the Funk Road off Chena Hot Springs
Road.

Gee, Jack (Jick)

Jack Gee was the first Chinese-American to file
on homestead land in Fairbanks. A soldier from
New York stationed at Ladd Field, he acquired 160
acres off Badger Road in 1947.128

Gettinger, Henry

Henry Gettinger first came to Alaska as an Air
Force helicopter mechanic in 1947. His wife, Pat,
came to Alaska with her parents in 1946. In May
1954 they moved to their 160-acre homestead near
Columbia Creek off Chena Hot Springs Road. Later
they purchased more land close by. Over a period
of thirty years they grew and sold tons of potatoes.
Later they put their fields into hay. Henry was
named Alaska’s Outstanding Young Farmer of the
Year in 1958.
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Gilbert, Ernest Charles

Gout, William F.

Ernie Gilbert graduated from Santa Barbara
High School, then joined the United States Marine
Corps and served in World War II. After completing
his hitch in 1945, he persuaded George Love and
two others partners from Santa Barbara to drive the
Alaska Highway with him to Fairbanks. They left
Santa Barbara on July 3, 1947, for the long journey
north.
On May 14, 1948, Gilbert filed on 120 acres
a quarter mile from the road at the junction of
the Steese Highway and Steele Creek Road. He
later relinquished this land, then took up a farm
on Farmers Loop Road and moved into Secottee’s
house across from the old barn. Here he farmed,
boarded horses, and started the first riding stable
and pony ring in the area. He helped build the first
rodeo arena in Fairbanks and another in Delta
Junction.
Gilbert worked for the Alaska Railroad for a
number of years. Later on he became an electrician
and was a member of the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers. In 1950 Gilbert was on the
Soil Conservation Committee, making decisions for
clearing land, drilling livestock wells, seeding brome
grass and making stock ponds.
Gilbert was among the first to work at Prudhoe
Bay building the Trans-Alaska Pipeline—and he
was one of the last to leave once construction was
completed. Using his earnings from the pipeline,
Gilbert went to Africa to pioneer for the Baha’i
faith. After several years he returned to Alaska due
to health reasons. He and his wife Barbara built
a home/community center to provide Haystack
Mountain community with a meeting place and
schoolhouse, and to help those who needed it to
rebuild their lives and rejoin society.

Gray, Joe

Born: August 2, 1924 in Santa Barbara,
California
Died: September 24, 2000

Gilbertson, Kenneth

June 20, 1947: Had 153 acres off Badger Road.

Glascow, H.J.

November 6, 1936: Filed for a homestead on
mile 32 of the Richardson Highway.

August 11, 1944: Had 160 acres downstream
from Fairbanks along the Chena River.

March 2, 1945: Had 160 acres on Badger Road
near Lou Joy.

Grinnell, (unknown)

July 7, 1944: Filed on 160 acres near Steele
Creek; a trapper.

Gustafson, John & Ruth

John Gustafson located a homestead on Chena
Pump Road south of the college experiment station.
He farmed considerable acreage on the old Ballaine
place, growing mostly potatoes. John worked at
Ladd Field to supplement his income. He was very
active in the old Tanana Valley Co-op organization.
In 1945 he was a dairyman at the Fairbanks
Experiment Farm. Gustafson started a column in
Jessen’s Weekly in 1952. “Down to Earth” was about
farming and farmers in the Tanana Valley.

Hagaman, Floyd Earl129

Born: November 15, 1905, Rockford,
Ohio
Died: June 12, 1994; buried at Grass
Valley, California

Floyd Hagaman’s father was from Ohio and
his mother came from Germany. Floyd was living
in California during the depression. He had been
working at a dairy in the San Fernando Valley for
$50 a month helping a sister and brother finish
school. Even though he was working sixteen hours
a day, he found it tough to make ends meet. During
this time he met an old gold rush freighter and
as a result of a conversation with this man, Floyd
decided to go to Alaska and obtain a homestead.
He began to correspond with the Department of
Agriculture. After reading the information sent to
him, he made the decision to come to Fairbanks. He
packed his belongings, including a tool kit, a book
called Modern Blacksmithing, and $300 in cash.
On March 24, 1934, he boarded the boat
Dorothy Alexander, riding steerage fourth class.
After a short stop in Portland, he changed boats and
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Floyd Hagaman, in a self-portrait taken in front
of his cabin before starting off on a hunting trip.

—Collection of Virginia Boding and Genevieve
Barney

continued on to Seattle where he stayed overnight
in the YMCA hotel. The next morning at 9:00 am he
boarded the USS Yukon, finally arriving in Seward
on April seventh. A day later he left Seward on the
train for Fairbanks, stopping overnight at the Curry
Hotel. The train was late arriving in Fairbanks due
to a recent heavy snow. When he arrived, Hagaman
found a room in what he later described as a very
shabby hotel: the bed mattress and springs were
all worn out and it was more like sleeping in a
hammock.
Next morning Hagaman hiked out four miles to
College Hill with a letter in his pocket from Charlie
Bell, who had been in the Fairbanks area during the
gold rush days. Floyd met Ross Sheeley, director
of the Cooperative Extension Service office there,
explaining to him that he wanted to find a suitable
homestead as soon as possible so that he would have
a place to put up a tent. Sheeley provided Floyd with
a pair of shoe packs to get through the deep snow,
showing him around the area.
He met Dr. Bunnell, who asked him to work for
the college farm rather than file on a homestead. Dr.
Bunnell wanted Hagaman to replace another hired
hand to work a little farm Bunnell owned. Hagaman
could live in a three-room cabin; there would be
plenty to do as everything had been neglected. Oats
and pea hay were in a shed one mile away. The snow
was three feet deep and Floyd broke trail using a
scoop shovel so the horses could get through.
Hagaman worked for Joe Flakney from the
Cooperative Extension Service on the college
farm for two years, after which he worked for Dr.

Hagaman with a grain
cradle, or “Swedish combine,”
as he called it. To use it,
“keep an even rhythm and
don’t break it,” he instructed.
—Collection of Virgina
Boding and Genevieve
Barney
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These two photographs show
Hagaman’s Farmall tractor
and breaking plow. He would
use the “brush breaker to
turn under the twenty-foottall aspens.” “The willows…
are hard to bury because
they are springy.” Hagaman
did the breaking “in the early
spring when the trees are full
of sap so they rot faster.”
—Collection of Virginia
Boding and Genevieve
Barney

Gasser as foreman of the Agricultural Experiment
Station. The following year the college farm and the
experiment station combined, and Floyd was the
temporary superintendent until they could find a
permanent man to take over.
Floyd was informed that the Harry Dunn
homestead was for sale. He was anxious to take a
look at the land and surroundings. He liked what he
saw: a pond, a good stand of spruce, and especially
impressive the yard-deep, rich, black soil. A little
farther down the valley, a Mr. Gibbs had also put
land up for sale, including the larger part of the

pond, so Floyd purchased a total of 640 acres for
$600. There were moose, bear, and caribou at
times, as well as many grouse on the land, and an
abundance of a wide variety of berries.
When he was ready to settle on the place, he
built a house and two chicken houses. He dug a
trench one-quarter-mile long between the pond and
the house so he would have running water, using
heating cable to weatherproof it. He also purchased
an 8,000-gallon wooden tank from Skoogy Gulch
Mine for $50. He first installed a hand pump but
eventually switched to a pump jack belted to an
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Hagaman ordered a
combine to replace the
grain cradle. “The arrival
of the combine, Alaskastyle.”
—Collection of
Virginia Boding and
Genevieve Barney

Floyd Hagaman holding
the grain cradle and
standing beside the
assembled combine.
—Collection of
Virginia Boding and
Genevieve Barney

electric motor and powered by a diesel light plant.
When Hagaman first began his farming
ventures, he made his share of mistakes, usually
because he was overenthusiastic. The first year, for
instance, he bought seed for thirty acres of grain
but only managed to clear four acres of trees and
brush. Later he cleared and tilled twenty more acres
and sowed wheat, oats and barley. He also raised
flax seed for chickens and pigs. By this time he had
360 laying hens and 230 pullets. Eggs were the main
income, selling for $1 a dozen. He had no trouble

marketing eggs, selling them to the N.C. Company
and the Alaska Market. He sold only clean, wellshaped eggs with no cracks.
Floyd started with rather primitive implements
that he bought from Hampton Ballaine. These
included a horse-drawn plow, which he outfitted
with wheels, lever, and a seat so that he could use
it behind his pickup truck. Later he purchased a
tractor and pulled this makeshift outfit behind that.
He smoothed down the plowed soil with a spiketoothed harrow.
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Larry Hilling and possibly Al Mayo planting potatoes. A note by Carroll Phillips, Jr., on the back reads,
“Larry was on leave from the army in the spring of 1943 or 1944 I think and was planting potatoes on
his homestead which is now the Aurora Subdivision…—this was before Larry married Nolan, my sister,
in the fall of 1944 in Anchorage.”
—Collection of Nolan Phillips Hilling

Hagaman grew about a half-acre of potatoes in
the area where Harry Dunn had thrown his garbage
(including potato peelings) and the result was a
scabby but otherwise nice-looking crop. He refused
to sell them because of the scab.
Floyd was in the civil service at Ladd Field
during the war years. He married Millie, who came
from Kansas. After their marriage the couple stayed
at the C.O. Quarters, but Hagaman would hike out
to his farm every day. Eventually, they moved out to
the homestead. The Hagamans had two girls and a
boy, Virginia, Genevieve, and David.

Heath, Fred

November 6, 1936: Filed on land at mile 32 of
the Richardson. He was a woodcutter who sold
cordwood in 1939.

Herning, Carl R.

Born: January 17, 1915
Died: October 3, 1988; buried at Birch
Hill Cemetery

Carl Herning came to Alaska in the 1930s from
Montana, searching for work during the depression.
After arriving in Fairbanks in the winter, he found
a job shoveling snow. Eventually he hired on with
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Larry Hilling’s potato harvest, 1945.

—Collection of Nolan Phillips Hilling

the Fairbanks Exploration Company working on a
gold dredge. When World War II broke out, he was
drafted. After the war, Carl took up a homestead
at 4.5 mile Chena Hot Springs Road. Later his
brothers, sisters, and mother came to Fairbanks.
They too took up homesteads in the same area.
Herning got involved in the school bus business to
accommodate the kids living in the area. He never
missed a day in thirty years of work, regardless of
the difficult road conditions.

Hilling, Lawrence (Larry) Talmadge

Born: September 29, 1918
Died: November 11, 1993; buried at Knob
Hill, San Francisco

Larry came to Fairbanks from Seattle as a boy
with his great aunt Mrs. George Gasser. He grew
up on the experiment farm. Later the Gassers and
Larry moved to the Shanley place on the corner of
Farmers Loop and College Road. He attended the
Fairbanks school.

On October 17, 1939, Larry filed on 161 acres
between Fairbanks and the University of Alaska.
This acreage was previously filed on and later
relinquished by George Gasser. He built a log house,
barn, and root cellar and cleared seventeen acres.
All the logs for his buildings were trees off his own
property close to the Noyes Slough.
He purchased two horses and a mule from Paul
Rickert, which he used instead of a tractor. He liked
working with animals and took good care of them.
Larry was a hard worker. He once chopped a twomile road through the woods to get to town. He
grew oats and peas for his horses and planted an
acre of strawberries on the north side of a grove of
spruce trees, using the shade to conserve moisture
for his patch.
Larry joined the army in January 1941 and,
stationed in Galena, served with the Military Police.
In October 1944 he married Nolan Phillips in
Anchorage. After his discharge in 1946, the couple
returned to the farm, where they grew carrots as a
cash crop. In 1948 they decided to subdivide their
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land and this subdivision became known as Aurora.
They left Alaska in September 1949 and moved
to Marysville, Washington. Then, in 1958, they
returned to Alaska. Larry moved to San Francisco in
1969 and remained there until his death. Nolan still
lives in Fairbanks.

Hodge, Eliot

Planned to plant crops on the Rickert lot with
Cliff Price.

Holder, H.C.

From Texarcana, Texas, Holder acquired eighty
acres off the Steese Highway between Farmers
Loop and the Rendezvous Restaurant on March 28,
1947. This land had been relinquished by its prior
occupant.

Hollist, Lynn O.

On June 18, 1948 Lynn Hollist of College filed
on 158.03 acres located 1.5 miles above the junction
of the Tanana and Chena Rivers. Hollist died in
1982. His wife’s name was Alice.

Holm, John & Edith

John Holm
Born: August 13, 1920 in Roseau,
Minnesota
Died: October 16, 1998
Edith Holm
Born: January 20, 1921 in Glendale,
California
Married: June 1944

An article about Alaska written by Cap Lathrop
prompted John Holm to correspond with George
Gasser. This positive encounter resulted in John
and Edith Holm packing their car and driving to
Fairbanks over the Alaska Highway—one of the
first couples to do so. The two new arrivals selected
160 acres of homestead land off Steele Creek Road.
In 1946 this was the only access to the land. When
Chena Hot Springs Road was put in, it bisected the
homestead, and the address became 3 mile Chena
Hot Springs Road. The Holm farm grew quickly,
becoming the largest truck farm north of the Alaska
Range. Though vast quantities of produce were
already being grown for the military bases in the
area by a number of large growers, Holm exceeded
them all.

Holm returned to Minnesota in the early 1950s
to study plant physiology at the university. His
first nursery was started on the farm in 1955. The
farm was sold in 1959. In 1960 Holm began selling
his splendid nursery stock at his newly opened
business, Northern Lights Nursery on College Road.
It was not long before his knowledgeable son, Jim,
joined him in the business. Jim eventually became
the owner of the well-known and first-of-its-kind
(in Fairbanks) nursery. John Holm fulfilled many
landscaping contracts in the area. One of Holm’s
loveliest landscaping legacies is the park located
between Airport Way and the Noel Wien Public
Library, which blazes with flowering chokecherries
every spring. Today, on the south side of Fairbanks,
the nursery and landscaping business continues to
thrive with Jim Holm at the helm.
The Sub-Arctic 25 tomato grown by many home
gardeners today came from Holm’s longstanding
resolve to develop a tomato that would ripen in
the gardens of Fairbanks. The earliest ripening
tomato in the world was his Polar Series. A crop
of tomatoes could be raised each summer in his
College Road trial plots. A second crop was raised
in Florida during the winter months, speeding the
development of better tomatoes for cold climates.
John Holm’s grandfather brought a white
Swedish potato to Minnesota when he arrived
from Europe. Holm grew these large fingerlings
throughout his years in Alaska. A few growers
continue to plant “John Holm” potatoes, which can
be found in limited quantities at the Tanana Valley
Farmer’s Market.
Jim Holm has fond memories of growing up
on the homestead. It was an ideal spot for a boy
who loved the outdoors and farm life. A place
where neighbors watched out for one another and
shared a similar lifestyle. One such neighbor was
Carl Herning, who began a bus service for the nine
children of the area who needed rides to and from
school every day.
The family has given enjoyment to many in the
community by sharing their musical gifts. Talented
John played the piano for family and friends. Edith’s
beautiful singing voice was heard often during the
years she lived in Fairbanks, as is son Jim’s voice to
this day when he performs in local musicals.
John Holm was elected to the Alaska House
of Representatives in 1962 and served four terms.
Forty years later, Jim Holm is following a similar
path, serving in the local borough government,
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and in 2003 as a state representative in Juneau. For
several years Edith Holm was a Republican National
Committeewoman, and her lovely singing voice was
heard by several presidents.

Janes, Betty O.

Betty Janes ran a real estate agency in Fairbanks
in the early 1940s. She obtained a homestead two
miles southwest of town where Sears is now located.
In 1942 she grew and sold all her carrots, potatoes,
and cabbage except enough for her own use. She
stored tons of turnips and rutabagas in her cellar,
hoping to sell them to the army. Her plans were to
put in forty acres of hay as well as raising hogs and
goats. She expected to pay for her farm in five years.
Asked how she did her work while maintaining a
downtown business, she said she did most of the
work on Sundays and discouraged visitors unless
they were prepared to work as well. She claimed
that soldiers had been the most helpful in lending a
hand.

Jarvie, Matt

November 6, 1936: Filed on land adjoining the
air base reserve along the Richardson Highway.

Jenning, Mr. & Mrs. John

March 30, 1945: Purchased Judd farm on
Cushman Street Extension South. Mrs. Jenning
assisted Thelma M. Estroffe in paperwork for the
Tanana Valley Farmers Association.

Johnston, Louis A.

May 10, 1946: Had eighty acres off the Steese
Highway and a greenhouse that he hoped would
draw visitors.

Jones, E.T.

Rancher from 18 Mile Roadhouse looking for a
suitable location to grow vegetables.

Jones, Mary S.

September 3, 1938: A recent arrival from
Indiana filed on 160 acres at five mile Richardson
Highway.

Kaselek, Edward J. & Gladys

Ed Kaselek had worked on the Grand Coulee
Dam in 1941. After coming to Fairbanks in 1956,
he went to work at the Geophysical Institute, where
he was head of the carpenter’s shop. Ed owned
property located five miles up the Old Steese
Highway near Curry’s Corner. There he built a house
where he and his wife lived for a number of years.
He cleared some land with the help of a neighbor.
He owned an old grain mill for crushing barley. He
left the area during the 1960s. A son, Albert, lives in
Woodburn, Oregon.

Kelly, Ralph & Mrs. Kelly

By May 11, 1945, Kelly was farming around
Farmers Loop. He later moved to a new house site
in Graehl that was closer to his bathhouse business.

Kerner, Stephen S. & Mary

April 8, 1947: Filed on homestead land
relinquished by Thomas Murton on Grenac Road off
Farmers Loop.

Kozchalk, Louise

Ranched with W.L. Warren two miles west of
Fairbanks. On October 19, 1945, their year-round
operation, including 4,000 chickens, modern
buildings, and equipment such as fluorescent lights,
burned as a result of an oil burner mishap.

Krueger, Joe

An early 1940s settler, Krueger was a bachelor
who lived off Steele Creek Road. In 1944 his radishes
were “table talk.” In 1945 he expected to have tons of
tomatoes for sale.

LaMay, Patrick

LaMay was a doctor who in 1942 filed on 160
acres two and a half miles west of Fairbanks.

Landru, Herschel Clarence

August 8, 1947: Had eighty acres off Farmers
Loop.
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Lane, Joseph A.

August 29, 1947: Had eighty acres out the
Steese Highway that had been a part of the Douglas
homestead.

Largen, Noble Emmanuel & Esther
Louise

Noble Emmanuel Largen
Died: January 28, 1966; buried at Birch
Hill Cemetery
Esther Louise Largen
Died September 30, 2005 (age 84) in
Fairbanks

Both Noble “Doc” Largen and his wife, Louise,
wanted to be veterinarians. Unfortunately, Noble’s
studies were cut short by World War II and Louise
was not allowed to study veterinary medicine
because in those days the profession was closed to
women. During the war Largen worked at Ladd
Field power plant as maintenance manager and
mechanic. He and Louise also raised rabbit stock for
the army, which was using the animals to conduct
experiments on the effects of cold weather on limbs.
Largen was well known in Fairbanks for his work as
director of the Tanana Valley Fair; during summer
he put considerable hours into helping children
with their livestock entries, and into cleaning up the
fair grounds. The Largen barn at the Tanana Valley
Fairgrounds is named in his honor. He was also
active in the Eagles.
Doc Largen died of a heart attack on January
28, 1966, while en route to St. Joseph’s Hospital.
Services were held at the Fairbanks Memorial
Chapel with Reverend Hill of the Church of the
Nazarene officiating. He received full military
honors at the graveside.
Louise Largen lived independently until her
death in 2005. She was a member with the local
V.F.W. Golden Heart Post Auxiliary 3629 and was
honored for her continuous service to the Veterans
for over fifty years. Largen is survived by a daughter.
A son was killed in an industrial accident in
Anchorage.

Lawlor, Joe

Born: May 3, 1920 in New Liberty, Iowa
Died: July 13, 2005 (age 85)

The following is an account of Joe Lawlor’s
agricultural involvement in the Tanana Valley as
related to the authors by Lawlor in 1998.

In August 1946, I was walking towards
the employment office in Fairbanks about
ten hours after arriving in town, when a
man on a tractor pulling a wagon came
up behind me and yelled: “Fellow, are you
looking for a job?” I said, “I sure am.” He
said, “Jump on the wagon.” I did, and when
we arrived at the potato field about five
miles out of town, I found out I was working
for Tex (Carroll Phillips, Sr.) After about ten
days we got all the potatoes dug and stored
in the Co-op root cellar.
I then went out to the College and
met Dr. Bunnell who thought I should be
an agricultural student and work at the
Experimental Farm. I agreed and did that
off and on for about five years. I also worked
for Ed Davis at the Farmer’s Co-op, mostly
grading potatoes and selling produce to
military and city stores this same period.
In the summer of 1948, I worked with
John Gustafson doing soil survey work.
John got our truck stuck in the mud off
Badger Road. A man with a tractor pulled
us out. He refused our offer to pay him for
his help, but he did have some goats he
wanted to sell. Gus could use a milk goat,
so he bought one for $80. The man said one
goat will get lonely by itself, and that he had
a kid goat he would sell for $25. Gus didn’t
have any more money, so he wanted me
to purchase it, to which I agreed. We were
now in the goat business. Then I bought a
tractor and mower to cut the hay to feed
the goats during the winter. We made a
lot more hay than two goats could eat, so I
purchased three more. I purchased a buck
goat to increase our herd, from Grants Pass,
Oregon and had him flown to Fairbanks. By
now I am milking four goats with no use for
all that milk. I bought day-old dairy heifer
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calves from Creamer’s Dairy to feed the milk
to.
My next project was building an
underground barn. I obtained a boxcar from
the railroad for a milking parlor.
During a fall night a goat got his chain
loose and wandered off, taking all the heifers
with him down to the railroad track. Along
came the train: POW! No more goat; no
more heifers.
By now I am hooked. I had worked for
Creamer’s Dairy several times as driver of
the retail route truck. The market still looks
good. Bentley’s Dairy operation is going
out of business and Matanuska Maid is just
coming in doing reconstituting of powdered
milk, mostly for the military.
In May 1951, I got a B.S. degree in
agriculture at the university and filed on a
homestead four miles from the college. I
also taught agriculture classes at the college.
All of us trying to farm at this time were
having a difficult time trying to borrow
money to develop homesteads into farms,
so while grading potatoes in the co-op root
cellar, we wrote a farm loan bill and I was
sent to Juneau to get it passed. We got it
passed and I was able to borrow money to
build a house, drill a well, build a barn and
a milk parlor, and buy some cows. During
this time I was building up a dairy herd, I
worked part time at Creamer’s Dairy and at
the Matanuska Milk Plant.
Lynn Hollist, Marvin Bushey, and I
got some of the first loans from the State
Agriculture Loans fund to operate dairy
farms near Fairbanks. We sold our milk to
either Creamer’s or Matanuska Maid.
About this time, Carnation started up
a plant, bringing up milk from Washington
State dairies. Once refrigerated cars could
bring fresh milk into Fairbanks, our future
ended, but during the years it took to drive
us all out of business, Ralph Gadbury,
Horace Drury, Canadays Glen Bouton,
Julian Fowler, and others connected to
the Golden Heart Dairy operation took a
beating. Some folded by losing everything.
Some of us still had money after the cows
were all gone. A lot of my herd of about sixty

animals ended up being sold as hamburger
for a lot less than I paid for them. This was
around 1960 when my career as a dairyman
ended.
At this time I was on the Board of
Directors of Golden Valley Electric, Farmer’s
Co-op, and Soil Conservation Service.
In about 1955, I was in the dairy
business full time, selling first to Creamer’s
and then to the Matanuska Co-op. In 1960
we knew the dairy business was a loser, milk
could be brought in from the lower fortyeight states cheaper than we could produce,
so we all folded up, some going out of
business and some going bankrupt. We sold
a lot of our cows as meat for much less than
they cost us. I then cut hay from our land
and sold it to the Musk-ox Farm.
Now, living in Homer and looking back
on those years, you have to say was it worth
it? My answer is yes. Us homesteaders and
would-be farmers did a lot to make Alaska
the place it is today, and while we had a lot
of hard times, we met and knew a lot of
wonderful people, and because of some, like
Bert Stimple, we had a lot of fun.

Lawson, Frank

March 1945: It’s reported that Lawson will
soon be out of St. Joseph’s Hospital after a month of
farming from books and a wheelchair necessitated
by two broken ankles; has a home at six mile
Richardson Highway.

Loud, Les and Dick

Potato farmer on both sides of the Chena Hot
Springs Road near Bennett Road. Dick Loud, like his
father Les, grew potatoes on this land.

Lyon, William F.

November 6, 1936: Filed on a Badger Road tract
three miles from Ladd Field.

McPherson, Emma J.

August 14, 1942: Had eighty acres off Farmers
Loop. In 1948 this land was acquired by Weiner
Piede.
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Manville, Florence T.

October 26, 1945: Filed on 160 acres seven miles
out the Steese Highway from Fairbanks.

Miller, Herman

Miller filed January 30, 1942, on sixty-two acres
one mile beyond the city garbage dump on the
opposite side of the Chena River.

Moran, Terence “Pat”

Nodshilder, Selmer

June 20, 1947: Had sixty acres off Farmers Loop.

O’Bryan, Harry

May 13, 1946: With Nick Eidem planted eleven
acres of Swiss and Arctic Seedling potatoes on a
Farmers Loop field.

Ohrenschall, Robert R.

Lived off Bennett Road and grew mostly oats for
livestock feed. Though now retired, he and his wife
still live on the old homestead.

This forty-year-old homesteader living two miles
out the Steese Highway was hurt when a boiler blew
up while he was using it to drill a well on August 11,
1939 (see also Tanana Valley Farmers, p. 100).

Moore, George

Oldroyd, Lorin T. (Loren) & Aileen

George Moore owned a ranch two miles west
of town on the banks of the Chena River. In 1941
Moore was a bee fancier, producing golden honey.
Formerly associated with V.F. Jacobs of the Birch
Tree Garden, he took over two colonies of bees
from Jacobs and successfully wintered them. Besides
producing a supply of honey large enough for his
own use, Moore had a surplus of 150 pounds for
wintering his bees. He also had a greenhouse and
produced enough lettuce to have earned the title
of “Lettuce King” by 1944. He started a subdivision
called Mooreland Acres located off Airport Way.

Mortimer, Charles

March 23, 1945: Mortimer Experimented with
musk melons off Badger Road and planned to
continue doing so.

Nettleton, Joseph N.

Born: 1871 (age 76), Fairbanks
Died: January 1947

In 1920 Joseph Nettleton came to the Fairbanks
area from Connecticut, where he had been a
drummer in the Connecticut Drum Corp. He
acquired twenty-five acres near Ester Siding and
built a small cabin there. He raised a large vegetable
garden and excelled in growing strawberries,
earning the nickname “Strawberry Joe.” Nettleton
was also a woodcutter with Frank Range on
O’Conner Creek. He died at St. Joseph’s Hospital
after several years of ill health.

Lorin Oldroyd
Died: October 6, 1968 (age 81) in Sun
City, Arizona
Aileen Oldroyd
Died: June 18, 1959

Oldroyd was the director of the Alaska
Cooperative Extension Service and Agricultural
Experiment Station from 1937-1952. In 1942
farmers met with Mr. Oldroyd and the agriculture
agent from Matanuska Valley and reported that
they could double their previous years’ acres of
potatoes, providing they would have a market for
them. Farmers had 100 acres of potatoes, but tons of
local potatoes were being thrown away because they
could not compete with cheaper imported potatoes.
Mrs. Aileen Oldroyd was the owner of the Spud Nut
Shop in Fairbanks. The couple left the state in 1952
to reside in Salt Lake City, Utah (see also Tanana
Valley Farmers, p. 100).

Oliver, Kenneth

January 17, 1947: Filed for homestead on Steele
Creek Road south of John Holme’s place.

Oser, J.W.

November 6, 1936: Filed on a homestead tract
near 32 mile Richardson Highway.

Patrick, V.M.

V.M. Patrick lived off Steele Creek Road. He
was a farmer on Columbia Creek, where Russell and
Julie Wood now live.

The Second Generation
Carroll Phillips, Sr., driving
his new Farmall A tractor,
purchased the spring of 1940.
—Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

Pattinson, Thomas N.

November 6, 1942: Had 158 acres seven miles
outside of Fairbanks off the Steese Highway near the
top of Engineer Creek.

Phillips, Carroll Sr. & Emily Alice
Bridges130

Carroll Phillips
Born: June 12, 1885, Eastland County,
Texas
Died: October 17, 1961; buried at Birch
Hill Cemetery
Emily Bridges Phillips
Born: September 3, 1894
Died: June 1, 1983; buried at Birch Hill
Cemetery

Carroll Phillips was the eldest of a large family.
His father moved to the west Texas plains in 1898.
Carroll grew up on farms and ranches where he
worked as a cowboy. He attended Lockney Christian
College and Cordell Oklahoma Christian College
and became an ordained minister with the Church
of Christ. Later on he served as principal in a school
at Tehoka, Texas.
Phillips married Emily Alice Bridges from
Brownfield, Texas, on September 3, 1911. They
moved to Slaton, where Carroll ran a feed mill. In
the early 1930s during the drought and when the
country was in deep depression, he decided to move
to Alaska with his family and make a new start.

He wrote a letter in 1934 to Alaska’s congressional
delegate, Anthony Dimond, asking to be included
in a colony of picked farmers who were at that
time preparing to go to Alaska and settle in the
Matanuska Valley north of Anchorage. The Phillips
were not accepted, however, due to the belief that,
being from the south, they would not be able to
endure the cold Alaska winters. So the Phillips
decided to come on their own.
Arrangements were made with a friend, Jess
Massingill, who owned a Model A Ford pickup,
and Phillips had a four-wheel trailer outfitted with
bows and covered with white canvas, on which the
family’s belongings were loaded. They left Slaton
and, after fourteen days of traveling, arrived in
Seattle in May 1935. From there they boarded the
steamship Alaska along with the loaded trailer. They
arrived in Seward on May 17, 1935. Someone made
the comment that Carroll was the first man to come
to Alaska in a covered wagon!
After hearing of discord the colonists were
having getting settled in the Matanuska Valley,
Phillips decided to stop at a small settlement called
Moose Pass, thirty miles north of Seward. The
family lived there nearly two years. Phillips wanted
to get a homestead, so he took the train to Fairbanks
in the fall of 1936, and spoke with Mr. Hunt from
the land office. He located available land consisting
of 147.97 acres three miles west of town. Five people
had previously filed on the property, but none had
proved up or gotten the deed. The first filing was on
April 28, 1920 by Albert Veath, who had built two
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Cabins built by Albert Veath
in 1920. Veath was a farmer
and woodcutter. Carroll
Phillips, Sr., and his family
first lived here in March 1937
and during the big flood of
April and May. Photo taken
in fall of 1938 or 1939.
—Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

small cabins and a barn. The second to file was Bert
Cameron, the third was Beachbull: both were college
students. The fourth was a woman named Pearl De
Lipart, and the fifth was Wesley Kennedy. Phillips
filed on October 1, 1936. He proved up and received
the deed to this property around 1942.
The family moved to the homestead in March
1937. Shortly after, due to spring breakup and an ice
jam in the Chena River, the property was inundated
by floodwaters. The family survived some close calls,
but came through the event unharmed. About two
years later Phillips bought 160 acres on the Farmers
Loop. The hillside land had better soil and a longer
growing season, but it was slow, hard work clearing
the brush and trees and cultivating the land.
Phillips bought his first Farmall A tractor in the
spring of 1940. Some said it was the first rubbertired tractor in the Interior. He and his son Carroll
Jr. grew mostly potatoes, along with peas and oats
for his livestock, Highland ponies and Scotch
Highland cattle.
He worked at the Fairbanks Experiment Farm,
for the Fairbanks Exploration Company, and finally
as an engineer fireman at the city power plant.
In 1951 Carroll and his son leased part of their
homestead to five operators who cleared land for a
runway and started Phillips Field for the use of small
aircraft. The airfield was in continuous use for forty
years, but was closed in 1992 when the Department
of Transportation built the Johansen Expressway.
After living a very active life he died suddenly
at age seventy-six. Young and old people alike

This little-used corn mill was ordered from North
Carolina in 1935. It was shipped through the
Panama Canal for Carroll Phillips, Sr. The mill
reached Moose Pass, Alaska, before the Phillips
family moved to Fairbanks. Carroll Phillips,
Jr., still has his father’s old mill. Photo above of
Carroll Sr. taken 1954.
—Collection of Carroll Phillips, Jr.

The Second Generation
Carroll Phillips, Jr., in his
apple orchard.

—Charles Gray,
Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

remember him for his friendliness. He was missed
by all who knew him. His wife continued to live in
Fairbanks until her death in 1983.

Phillips, Carroll Jr. & Josie A. Meerman
Carroll Phillips
Born: October 6, 1923
Josie Phillips
Born: February 13, 1924

Carroll was eleven years old in 1935 when the
family left Slaton, Texas to come to Alaska. After
living in Moose Pass for nearly two years, they
moved to a homestead 2.5 miles from Fairbanks. He
and his sister Nolan attended Main School. Carroll
took up a homestead in 1946 south of the railroad
tracks. Part of this tract later became Phillips Field.
During the Second World War he served in
the army for almost two years and was stationed in
Whittier, Alaska.
In 1952 he married a girl from Canada named
Josie Meerman and in 1953 a son, Brian, was
born. A daughter, Barbara, was born in 1958.
For many years they ran a plant nursery. In 1956
Carroll started an orchard on the hillside above
the Farmers Loop. The trees bore their first apples
and crabapples in 1961. Eventually the orchard
had seventy-five fruit-bearing trees. Many are still
producing today. It was necessary to build an eightfoot fence to protect the trees from the moose.

After reading an article in 1968 in the Canadian
magazine North telling how the Natives of Hay
River in northern Canada tapped the birch trees to
make syrup, Carroll decided to try his hand at it. A
large grove of around 700 trees was available on his
Farmers Loop property. Supplies needed to start the
operation were a wood-burning steam boiler and a
sap house with an attached woodshed (it would take
four or five cords of wood for each season to build
up enough steam for the job). He purchased 500
spigots, plastic bags and metal holders, as well as
several hundred feet of ⁵/₁₆ -inch plastic tubing from
Vermont.
Many hours were spent cutting trails to
different groves so that the tractor and trailer with
a tank could get through. The sap was gathered in
the evening before each day’s boiling. The entire
operation took about three weeks every spring,
starting about the middle of April. After the trees
began to bud out, the sap would become cloudy
and could no longer be used. A good neighbor, Oz
Tordoff, spent many hours helping pack sap, which
Carroll appreciated immensely.
The Carroll Phillips family still grows potatoes
and a large vegetable garden, as well as tending their
orchard. Three Farmall A tractors, originally bought
in the 1940s, are still in use. Four generations have
used the Farmall: Carroll Sr., Carroll Jr., son Brian,
and grandsons Jeremiah and Cole.
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Apple harvest at Carroll
Phillips, Jr.’s orchard
September 2003.

—Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

Oz Tordoff gathering birch
sap on the Phillips farm in
the 1960s.

—Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.

The Phillips orchard, 2004.
Apples and crabapples
of many varieties fill the
orchard.

—Collection of Carroll
Phillips, Jr.
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Piede, Weiner

Soltz, Elbridge Carl

Pomeroy, Oscar S.

Stimple, Bert & Leah131

1948: Piede acquired eighty acres of land off
Farmers Loop from Emma J. McPherson.

Pomeroy was an experienced farmer and
Spanish-American War veteran who worked land
near Harding Lake. He arrived June 17, 1938, but
only stayed for one year (see also Tanana Valley
Farmers, p. 102).

Potter, Alexander

Potter had eighty acres off the Steese Highway.

Price, Cliff

Price planned to plant crops on the Rickert lot
with Eliot Hodge.

Redding, Robert H.

January 27, 1947: Filed on forty acres of land
across 30 Mile Slough off Badger Road. This slough
is also known as Pile Driver Slough.

Rodgers, Bob

May 4, 1945: Farming off the Richardson
Highway near Badger Road.

Schaller, Joseph

March 28, 1947: Had 160 acres on Steele Creek
Road adjoining the Herning homestead.

Sherman, Clyde

Had 160 acres between Farmers Loop and
Creamers Dairy.

Sherrer, Adolph

November 13, 1936: Filed an application for a
160-acre homestead five miles from Fairbanks along
what is now Chena Hot Springs Road.

Smith, Thomas S.

By May 4, 1945, Smith was farming southwest
of Fairbanks along what is now Airport Road and
beyond the west end of George Moore’s farm and
Weeks Field.

Came to Alaska to farm with Mr. and Mrs. R.G.
Fitz, his sister and brother-in-law.

Bert Stimple
Born: October 27, 1915
Died: April 9, 2004; buried in Conway,
Arkansas
Leah Stimple
Born: May 18, 1913
Died: September 2, 1992; buried in
Conway, Arkansas

Bert Stimple was born and raised near Minneapolis, Minnesota. He graduated with a junior college
degree in California at age nineteen. It was 1935 and
the Great Depression was in full swing. Jobs could
be had for the searching—the only trouble was there
were thirty applicants for every one of them. Bert
and his friend William Wiggens tried for months
to find work—to no avail. So they enlisted in the
Civilian Conservation Corps and were accepted
in June of 1935 as enrollees in the CCC at Camp
City Creek, San Bernardino. Eventually they found
employment in the camp for one year and earned
$30 a month each.
Bert’s interest in Alaska had started some time
before. Since 1933, he had been writing off for every
pamphlet on the great territory of Alaska that he
could find. Eventually, he and William decided to
make the far north their goal. It was a new country
with new opportunities, and they were ready for
adventure. They saved every penny they could, made
their plans, and carefully bought the items they
considered necessary. They purchased a secondhand
model T Ford pickup to haul their belongings to
Seattle. On May 14, 1936, they said goodby to
their friends and climbed in the truck, which was
loaded to the brim with their things, including a
secondhand Indian Scout motorcycle.
After several flat tires and numerous engine
problems, they reached Fresno convinced that
the Ford had to be abandoned. They unloaded
everything that was boxed and shipped it by
rail to Washington. William took a bus north to
Seattle while Bert set off in the same direction
on the motorcycle. Two days later they both
arrived and soon found themselves aboard the S.S.
Aleutian bound for Alaska. Docking in Valdez,
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Bert and Leah Stimple in
1972 in Arkansas showing
off their beautiful red Indian
motorcycle.
—Collection of
Bert Stimple

they discovered Thompson Pass was closed due to
drifting snow and they couldn’t continue their trip
until it reopened. A week later, they arrived at their
destination, Alaska’s Golden Heart City, Fairbanks.
Shortly after getting to Fairbanks they found
work on the farm of an old French Canadian named
Charlie Secottee. The wages were two dollars per
day plus food and lodging, although they had to
cook their own meals. The work lasted for seven
days, at which point they turned their attention
to the selection of 160 acres for a homestead. At
mile four Farmers Loop Road, as the trail was later
named, they found what they were looking for. It
was a very beautiful location. Bert named it Spruce
Haven, because these trees predominated. There
were birches as well, but considerably fewer. There
was a silvery small lake on the plot, fed by a tiny
stream.
Bert and William tossed a quarter to see which
name they should file the new homestead under.
Fate decided Bert was the one, so he went in to the
land office on October 27, 1936 and filled out the
paperwork. It was his twenty-first birthday.
The development of Spruce Haven Farm began
in earnest. Bert and William started in digging a
basement by hand. They were amazed to discover
frozen ground just under the covering of moss on
the forest floor. They let the ground thaw for a day
and then shoveled out the dirt that had lain frozen
for centuries. This procedure was repeated each day
until their basement was ten feet deep.

Between thawing and shoveling operations, the
two men cut logs from the woods, dragging them
to the cabin site by hand. These were then peeled,
cut for length and notched on the ends. The only
articles they found it necessary to buy were spikes,
rough-cut one-by-twelves for flooring, several small
windows and a door.
Even with the cabin half completed, it already
had a special something about it that said, “I belong.”
So much work had been done by hand solely by
these two new homesteaders. They were looking
forward to moving into their new home but due
to a lack of finances, they were unable to complete
the building during their first summer in Alaska.
First they had to earn more money. Both Bert and
William landed jobs working for the railroad, and
this financed the completion of the cabin.
In the autumn of 1939, Leah Harrington, a
young schoolteacher from California, moved
to Fairbanks. She came to visit her sister and to
investigate the teaching possibilities in Alaska. She
became friends with Bert and they married on
December 31, 1939.
Spruce Haven Farm developed from its slow
start in the 1930s by leaps and bounds as the 1940s
began to roll along. By 1941 there was a spectacular
potato crop at Spruce Haven, and Bert installed
the first automated potato washing equipment in
the Tanana Valley. He and Leah’s Spruce Haven
potatoes found their way into retail stores in town,
put up in ten-pound mesh bags. There was a brief
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Leah Harrington Stimple in
front of Spruce Haven, 1943.
—Collection of
Bert Stimple

but noisy furor created by their washed potatoes.
The oldtimers declared that they had never washed
potatoes before selling them.
After Pearl Harbor, the demand for Alaskagrown farm products increased substantially.
Military air bases at Ladd Field and Eielson near
Fairbanks created a new crowd of hungry mouths to
feed. Civilian personnel on defense projects all over
Alaska increased the need for local produce as well.
The Stimples built a big underground building
for storing produce. The sides and roof were
constructed of logs and several tons of hay were
placed on top of it for insulation. Inside, they
could store a minimum of 150 tons of potatoes.
There were separate compartments for carrots
and cabbages, each requiring a different storage
temperature. They installed a gasoline light plant to
generate their own electricity. The trusty Model T
Ford was dry-docked and replaced with a sturdy old
1927 Chevrolet truck. Both tractor and truck could
be parked inside their underground storage where
the climate was considerably warmer and dryer all
winter than out in the open.
They raised chickens on the farm and eggs
brought in a dollar a dozen. They also bought wiener
pigs and raised them on peas and oats that were
cut green and cured on stakes. A few weeks before
the pigs were butchered, Bert finished them off on
rolled barley. Fresh pork brought 75¢ a pound in
those days.
During the hard working years of the early
1940s, the two homesteaders sold the majority of

their farm products to the stores in Fairbanks. They
noticed the growing number of motorists who
afternoons and evenings drove by their farm on the
Loop Road. Townspeople often stopped by to visit
with the Stimples.
In 1943, Bert and Leah erected an unpretentious
produce stand underneath a tree at the side of the
road near their driveway. Attractive packages of
farm produce were displayed where passers-by
were sure to see them. They were kept fresh and
firm by an evaporative system similar to that now
used by produce managers in the supermarkets. The
homesteaders punched minute holes into cans and
strung them above the produce where they dripped
a steady stream of water onto the clean-scrubbed
displays. Onions, radishes, carrots, lettuce, greens,
rhubarb, peas, cabbage, beans, turnips, beets,
rutabagas, new potatoes, blueberries, strawberries,
and raspberries in season were all artfully arranged
for sale to passing motorists. The biggest item was a
fifteen-pound paper bag they called “The Makins”:
it contained all the ingredients necessary for the
making a fine stew—except the meat. All that was
required for a beautiful meal was the additional
purchase of a bit of beef (not sold by the Stimples).
Farmers harvested a wonderful crop of potatoes
in the fall of 1946. The yield averaged close to ten
tons per acre, and optimism was rampant. The
crop was stored in the big concrete Farmer’s Co-op
rootcellars that were completed that very summer.
The potatoes that summer began to rot and
disintegrate in the bins. Every single buyer of
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Stimple’s potato field along
Farmers Loop, nearly ready
to harvest, 1947.
—Collection of
Bert Stimple

A big harvest of potatoes
underway, 1947.
—Collection of
Bert Stimple

potatoes complained of the rot that year, many
saying they would never again buy Alaska produce
from any farm. That winter, after a month of
investigating by government specialists, the disease
was determined to be bacterial ring rot; the solution
was to import completely new seed potatoes from
a different source. Joe Lawlor, who was born and
raised in Iowa, combined his resources with Bert’s
and the two of them sent to Laramie, Wyoming, for
several tons or ring-rot resistant seed. The variety
was called Teton.
The imported Teton potatoes did not yield
as heavily as conventional Alaska varieties such
as Arctic Seedling, but they had a smooth white

skin and their vines were comparatively small,
which aided harvesting operations. Bert and Leah
continued raising Tetons, though many other
farmers gave up on them after a few years.
Spruce Haven Farm was ten years old when
tragedy struck. In a conflagration caused by trapped
coal gas building up and exploding, the new double
garage went up in smoke one Sunday morning in
November. A year later, the beautiful log home
of Spruce Haven Farm completely burned to the
ground.
Bert and Leah decided on a sweeping change.
They bought 160 acres of land adjoining Steel
Creek Road. The new land was high in the hills,
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“Old Days” in the potato
field: Bert Stimple at his
field at Steele Creek.
—Collection of
Bert Stimple

minimizing the likelihood of summer frosts ruining
the potato crops. They named the new acreage
Green Valley Farm and soon began work on building
a large, modern farmhouse. Also, they had the new
land cleared by a big D-8 bulldozer, a luxury they
could afford. As soon as this job was finished, they
went to work constructing a modern underground
rootcellar. It was 120 feet long and eventually
equipped with automatic heat and refrigeration
systems.
Homesteaders in the Tanana Valley needed
financing to harvest their crops. Bert’s first
experience with borrowing money, in the 1930s,
had been less than pleasant. He had worked day
and night on his potato crop that summer (at the
cost of not working a paying job), and by the time
September rolled around he was stone broke. When
he went to the bank to ask for a loan to harvest his
crop, he was told: “You can’t be a farmer. Alaska is
not a farming country. It’s a mining country—and
it always will be a mining country.” He was rudely
brushed off as someone who could not possibly
have any knowledge of the farming potential in the
Tanana Valley.
The potato crop was harvested by Bert and
two friends. Fourteen-hour days, twenty-one in
succession, were spent in the potato field before they
saw the last ton of potatoes stored in the root cellar.
A few years later a competitive bank was established
in Fairbanks. The owner of the new institution was

oldtimer “Cap” Lathrop. He was a capitalist who had
faith in the north. He was convinced that Alaska was
indeed farming country and he did what he could to
help the farmers.
Joe Lawlor, a young homesteader at the time,
was determined above all else to do something
about the lack of farm financing in his adopted
country. George Woll was another; he had filed on
a homestead off Badger Road. John Gustafson was
also devoted to obtaining workable farm financing
in Alaska. Gus and his wife came north from the
Dakotas in 1945 to farm. Irving Reed, a real oldtime Alaskan, a surveyor-engineer by training,
also wished to see Alaska farming become a viable
industry. The fifth member of this little group was
Bert Stimple.
Joe Lawlor lobbied for the group at the 1953
legislature in Juneau. Just a few days before
adjournment of the legislature, the Alaska
Agricultural Loan Act was passed and sent to the
governor for signing. An initial revolving fund of
$200,000 was appropriated. A few months later,
Alaska’s Governor B. Frank Heintzelman appointed
the five men to the loan board with Bert designated
as farmer member from the Fairbanks area. He
served on this board for many years.
Bert wrote a book, Fun on the Farm in Alaska,
in 1962, from which much of the information
here was gleaned. In 1972, after twenty-five years
in Alaska, Bert and Leah decided to retire. They
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Storm frames circa 1948.
This photo is of the house (no
longer there) built in 1945
adjacent to what is now
Westwood Way. The field
was cleared using a 1944
Farmall H with a threebottom drag-behind plow,
a drag-behind disc harrow,
and much manual labor. The
house was built from logs on
the twenty-five acres in that
original plot. The cold frames
were from storm windows,
and were used to provide
protection for the seedlings
when things warmed up
enough outside and the
space was needed (it really
always was needed) inside
the house. The windows seen
were adjacent to where the
seedlings were started.
—Collection of
Gerald M. West

loaded up their belongings, drove down the Alaska
Highway, and made their way to central Arkansas,
where they set up home near the small town of
Conway.

Thomas, Merle F.

June 16, 1944: Had 160 acres south of Fairbanks
airport.

Triplette, J.T.

November 13, 1936: Had land five miles from
town on Happy Creek, along the proposed Chena
Hot Springs Road. Triplette’s 160-acre parcel
adjoined Adolph Sherrer’s property. The proposed
new road would extend to their land.

Vogler, Joe & Doris

Joe Vogler came to Alaska from Kansas, where
he was an attorney. He served in the military
during World War II; he was stationed in Alaska
most of the time. Vogler did not farm, but he did

acquire some wonderful land that had been farmed
previously. On July 5, 1947 he filed for eighty acres
of homestead land off the Steese Highway.
Vogler and his wife Doris also acquired 320
acres off Farmers Loop from Tony Radak. This land
originally had been Vincent Matetich’s land, filed
on in 1914 and successfully farmed. Radak and
Matetich had been partners for a time during World
War II. In more recent years the land has been
subdivided; the names of the roads are the names of
colleges such as Baylor, De Pauio, Fordham, Eton,
and Gonzaga. Vogler required that all aspen trees
were to be removed as homes were built, as he
considered aspens as nothing more than big weeds.
Even though Joe never really farmed, he
showed a great interest in growing chokecherries
and strawberries. His main interest was in mining.
He spent considerable time on his mining claim
near Circle. He had strong feelings concerning
politics and created and advocated for the Alaska
Independence Party. Both Joe and his wife are
buried in Dawson City in the Yukon.
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Above: S. Stewart West “working” bees on the
property near what became Grenac Road,
circa 1952. The numerous attempts at the bee
keeping were a limited success. They produced
good fireweed honey, but the bees could not be
overwintered. Every year, the Wests had to have
new colonies shipped in by air from the States.

—Photographer unknown, possibly Sheila C. West.
Collection of Gerald M. West

Wagner, Charles M.

September 19, 1947: Filed on seventy-eight acres
across the Steese Highway from the junction of
Steele Creek Road.

Ward, Charlie

Homesteaded on Chena Hot Springs Road in
the 1940s.

Warren, W.L.

Ranched with Louise Kozchalk two miles west
of Fairbanks.

Washburn, Edward E.

August 14, 1942: Had 160 acres south of
Farmers Loop and north of Creamers Dairy.

Gerry West, defender of cabbages, posing with his
.22 at the Grenac property, circa 1948 or 1949.
—Collection of Gerald M. West

Werner, Harold

May 28, 1943 filed on 160 acres four miles
northwest of Fairbanks.

West, Stewart S. & Doris

The West family lived off College Road in the
late 1940s on what is now Westwood Way. When
Tom Grenac put his father’s homestead land up for
sale, the Wests bought the north quarter section, 160
acres. They lived there for four or five years, clearing
land for a home, raising large gardens each summer,
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completing their home and eventually getting
electricity to the house. Their nearest neighbors,
Steve and Mary Kerner, lived about halfway
between Farmers Loop and the Grenac land. When
power lines were pushed up the steep hill to the
government installation, the opportunity arose for a
connection to the West land. With Kerner’s knowhow and hard work by the West family, poles were
set up and an electric line hooked up. Son Gerry has
visited from Outside several times in recent years
and has shared his memories and photographs of life
in the early 1950s on Grenac Road.

Whipple, Sidney J.

June 20, 1947: Had fifty acres along the Chena
River upstream from Ladd Field.

Whiteford, Don C.

November 6, 1936: Applied for land along the
Richardson Highway four miles from Fairbanks.

Taking the laundry to town, as remembered by
Gerry West:
“Doris H. West (adult), Sheila C. West, (larger
child), and Diana M. West (smaller child), circa
1952-53, immediately in front of the house now
owned by Barb Fay.
“Since there was no well or water on this
property, the laundry was carried to a friend at
the University of Alaska, an English professor
there. In the winter this was done on one of the
children’s sleds. This is where the entourage in the
photo was headed. This required pulling the sleds
all the way, both ways. (This house was directly
in front of that occupied by Dr. Terris Moore.) On
rare occasions people would stop to pick up mom
and laundry. The road was gravel, and there was
no footpath alongside.
“At that time the road (now Grenac Road),
was not always cleared of snow beyond Kerner’s.
(Since he was a key figure in the Rural Electric
Association at that time, as relates to the physical
plant, they kept the road clear that far, and
[sometimes] he used a surplus “Weasel” that
belonged to the electric association). The driveway
from what now is the school bus turnaround to
the house was impassable to a passenger vehicle.
Incidentally, the whole time we were there, we had
to go to Farmer’s Loop Road to catch the school
bus, and one year (the first we were there), the bus
didn’t even run on Farmers Loop. Therefore we
didn’t go to school that year.”
—Collection of Gerald M. West

Wien, Noel

November 6, 1942: Had 160 acres twelve miles
west of Fairbanks. His father-in-law, William Arthur,
had 178 adjoining acres.
Noel was a famous Alaska aviator who founded
an airline and blazed many aviation firsts. For more
information on his life as a pilot, see Ira B. Harkey’s
book, Noel Wien: Alaska Pioneer Bush Pilot,
reissued by the University of Alaska Press in 1999.

Woll, George S. and Raymond

George and Raymond Woll were veterans of
the United States Merchant Marines. After the
brothers were discharged in 1947, they made plans
to travel from their home in Clifton, New Jersey, to

The Second Generation
come north and homestead (George had learned
about Alaska through Jessen’s Weekly). George took
up a 120-acre homestead in the Badger Road area.
On June 7, 1951, during a dry spell, a fire broke
out on Paul Greimann’s land. Sparks fell on Woll’s
haystacks and he was kept busy carrying water from
the slough to wet the roofs of his house and barn.
The conflagration burned the remaining supply of
goat feed and most of his timber. He later moved to
Anchorage, where he died.

Wood, Russell & Julie

Known for Columbia Creek potatoes. Seven
tons of the best potato seed available were
advertised May 8, 1968 in Jessen’s Weekly.
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Map of the Fairbanks School District, Fourth Judicial District, Territory of Alaska, August 1, 1953,
showing homesteads.

The Second Generation
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Appendix I

The Process of Acquiring a Homestead
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner regularly included homestead
information. Part of the process of acquiring homestead land required that
a public notice be made announcing land selections. This public notice
included the applicant’s name, a number identifying the parcel of land,
the status of the paperwork submitted, and the names of witnesses to the
undertaking. The following is a typical listing, except that this particular
applicant, Mr. Crozier, completed the process more swiftly than the average
homesteader.
Charles Theidor Crozier F000342
June 5, 1914 entry application received
June 5, 1914 entry allowed
July 7, 1914 public directed newspaper (notice of the specifics of land
applications had to be announced in a public forum such as the
newspaper.)
October 23, 1914 proof of public received (proof that the above
mentioned announcement had been made.)
June 1, 1915 case closed—title transferred
November 5, 1915 final certificate issued
May 31, 1916 patent issued.
F IN
IW
19
lot 4		
19
lot 3		
19
E2SW		
30
lot 1		
30
lot 2		
30
E2NW		
				
				

38.960 acres
38.850 acres
80.000 acres
39.080 acres
39.190 acres
80.000 acres
_____________
316.080 acres
On the 1919 map the homestead looks like this:
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Appendix II

Homestead Applications
The following numbers were assigned to applications for homestead land.
The letter “F” designates a Fairbanks entry.
Adelman, J.M.

F000347

LaZelle, A.A.

F000356

Anderson, O.J.

F001207

McAtee, E.F.

F000399

Ballaine, H.E.

F000339

McCool, T.J.

F000400

Berg, G.G.

F000360

McCoy, J.

F000413

Bjerremark

F000355

McGrath, J.

F000389

Brockie, G.

F000961

McIntyre, J.D.

F000394

Berry, H.H.

F000340

Martin, N.

F000403

Berry, M.J.

F000359

Matetich, V.

F000372

Borden, W.P.

F000359

May, R.

F000383

Brandt, M.A.

F000346

Miller, C.

F000401

Carey, N.

F000440

Mualkajarvi, H.

F000381

Chadwick, H.

F000408

Nelson, M.

F000386

Compton, J.J.

F001189

Nelson, P.A.

F000361

Cox, J.H.

F001960

Newcomb, O.H.

F000353

Delaney, D.H.

F000373

Nissen, G.

F000364

Dilley, E.E.

F000370

O’Connor, J.J.

F001111

Dunn, H.

F000398

Phillips, J.

F000441

Fowler, C.O.

F003031

Pratt, R.

F000474

Frasier, T.W.

F000368

Sabin, M.

F000387

Faucett, J.E.

F000405

Shafer, R.

F000391

Grenac, J.

F000380

Sherman, J.P.

F001391

Grljevic, J.

F000804

Stone, A.E.

F000839

Haldane, W.

F000354

Shipley, C.W.

F001027

Hanford, H.

F000348

Waugh, W.E.

F000344

Hyde, A. and A.

F000352

Widener, S.

F000345

Keenen, T.J.

F000468

Zehnder, A.

F000327

Kolde, G.

F000392

Zingg, A.

F000847

Kaprivicia, T.

F000385
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Organizational Document of the
Tanana Valley Agriculture Association
From the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, June
28, 1919:

LOCAL FARMERS ORGANIZATION
Their constitution and bylaws and their
organization here.
What it meant to the camp at large.
Their organization growing and their cause
is a good one.
The TVAA is a growing organization and its
importance is increasing yearly. That the
people may know what the organization
is for, we print the Bylaws & Constitution.

Article 1: Name.

This organization shall be known as the
Tanana Valley Agriculture Association with
headquarters in the town of Fairbanks, Alaska,
Fourth Judicial Division, Territory of Alaska.

Article 2: Objects.

The object of this association shall be as
follows. (1) To aim for the betterment of conditions
of farmers of the Tanana Valley and further
their interest in agricultural development. (2) To
determine commodities according to supply and
cost production. (3) To determine acreage under
cultivation.

Article 3: Membership.

Any reputable farmer residing in the Tanana
Valley may become a member of this association
by making application to fee and by taking the
obligations of the Association, providing that said
application shall be submitted to the Executive
Board for approval, and in the case of disapproval
by the Executive Board the admission fee shall be
returned to the applicant.

Article 4: Fees and dues.

Admission fee shall be $2.50 payable in
advance. The dues shall be $1 a month.

Article 5:

The regular meeting of the Association will be
held on the 2nd Saturday of each calendar month at
8 o’clock pm any place designated by the Executive
Board, and at the regular meeting in the month of
April of each year the election of officers for the
ensuing year shall take place.

Article 6: Quorum.

Twelve, 12, members in good standing shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business
at any of the regular meetings or at the special
meetings of the Association.

Article 7:

Officers of the Association shall consist of a
President, Vice-President, Secretary Treasurer and
an Executive Board of 9 members of which said
board, the President, Vice-President and other seven
members of the Executive Board shall be elected
annually. The election shall be by ballot and by
majority, vote of all members present and they shall
serve for 1 year, until their successors are elected.
The Secretary Treasurer shall be appointed by the
Executive Board.

Article 8: Duties of officers.

The President shall preside at all meetings and
call any special meetings that he deems necessary
and countersign all checks issued in behalf of the
Association.
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The Vice-President shall perform the duties of
the president in his absence or disability.
The Executive Board shall be in charge of
and direct all business of the Association and shall
meet from time to time as the business of the
Association shall deem and at such meetings 5
members of said board shall constitute a quorum.
Said meetings shall be called by the president
and the president shall call a special meeting of
the Executive Board when requested to do so by
4 members thereof. The Executive Board shall
determine minimum prices on all commodities
raised by members of the Association and approved
by a vote of the same. They are to investigate all
charges of underpricing and other irregularities by
members of the Association or others and are to
adjust all differences between members. They are
to place themselves in touch with the Commercial
Club of Fairbanks Alaska and other cities, the
delegates to the U.S. Congress and with other bodies
or associations that may be of assistance to the
Association. They are to employ labor if necessary to
care for and manipulate stock or stocks in the hands
of the Association and to arrange for warehousing
and marketing produce if found necessary. They
are to discourage and not to allow if possible
corporations or speculations to farm to combine to
the detriment of the Association or to corner the
market for purpose of raising prices.

Secretary Treasurer shall keep minutes of all
regular and special meetings of the Association and
deposit the same in the bank to be designated by
the Executive Board and shall pay out the same by
checks signed by himself and countersigned by the
President. He shall keep a set of books of account
and make a report therefrom at each regular
meeting of the Association. He shall not issue
checks from the funds of the Association without
approval of the Executive Board being first had,
on the approval of the Association at its regular or
special meetings.
He shall conduct all correspondence, issue
all circulars and other means of publicity under
direction and counsel of the Executive Board. He
shall perform such duties pertaining to the business
of the Association as the Executive Board shall
direct.
He shall incur no expenses except as
authorized by the Executive Board.

Article 9: Amendments.

The bylaws may be altered or amended by
a 2/3 vote of the members present at any regular
meeting of the Association, after being read at
2 regular meetings. All amendments must be
presented in writing.
These bylaws were approved by, accepted and
adopted at a meeting of the Association held on the
6th day of May, 1917.

Signed

Edward G. Morrisery,
Secretary Treasurer

Attested

P.J. Rickert,
President
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Agricultural Expositions
The following expositions included displays of Tanana Valley agricultural products.
1901

Pan American Exposition—Buffalo, New York.
May 1–November 1.

1904

Louisiana Purchase Exposition—St. Louis, Missouri.
April 20–December 1.

1905

Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition—Portland, Oregon.
opened June 1.

1907

Tercentenary Exposition—Jamestown, Virginia.
Opened April 26.

1909

Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition—Seattle, Washington.
June 1–October 16.

1915

Panama-Pacific International Exposition—San Francisco, California.
February 20–December 4.

1915

Panama-California Exposition—San Diego, California.
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Appendix V

A Glossary of Local Place Names
Alaska Road Commission

The United States Congress created the Alaska
Road Commission in 1905 and gave it authority to
lay out and construct public wagon roads, trails and
bridges.

Alaska Engineering Commission

The Alaska Engineering Commission was
established in 1914 for the purpose of construction
of the Alaska Railroad.

Badger Road

The road named for farmer Harry Badger
turned toward his homestead off the old Richardson
Trail, which at that time went through what is now
Fort Wainwright.

Birch Hill, Birch Hills

Well known and easy to recognize, the 1,050foot Birch Hill is the initial survey point of the
Fairbanks Meridian. For this reason, it is sometimes
referred to as Meridian Hill. Early farmers who
homesteaded north of Fairbanks were said to live in
the Birch Hills. This designation included farmers
from the present-day Ballaine Road area all along
today’s Farmers Loop. The hills seem to have no
special name now; usually they are referred to
simply as “the hills north of town.” In the early years
of the Cold War, the military established a site to
monitor underground nuclear explosives. This they
called Bender Mountain. This name continues to be
used for that part of the Birch Hills by some locals.

Brooks

This was the name of a mining area and
community that got started in 1914 when Jay
Livengood and N.R. Hudson discovered placer gold
there. It quickly became known as Livengood, the
name it retains to this day.

Chena Hot Springs Trail

Today’s Chena Hot Springs Road is not the
original trail. In the early days, the trail to those
hot springs turned off the Fox Trail before reaching
Birch Hill, following the Chena River on its north
side. It then turned toward the Little Chena River
and the Little Chena Roadhouse, then on toward
the hot springs. When land was taken over by the
federal government to build Ladd Field, it became
necessary to move the road to its current location.

Chena River, Chena Slough

For the purpose of locating a farmer and his
land, the name Chena River is used in this book
because it is the most familiar to contemporary
readers. In the early years of Fairbanks there was a
distinction between the Chena River and the Chena
Slough. Chena Slough was actually an arm of the
Tanana that flowed into Piledriver Slough, through
Fairbanks, and returned to the main channel at the
town of Chena.

Ester Road, College Road

To reach Ester from Fairbanks one crossed
the Chena River, Garden Island, and Noyes Slough
and traveled west. After the Alaska Agricultural
College and School of Mines was established, traffic
increased on the road, bringing with it demands to
upgrade the miles between town and the college.
The road eventually became known as College Road.

Farm Road, Farmers Road, Farmers Loop
The original trail made by farmers and
woodcutters began near the foot of Birch Hill,
angling west off the Fox Road. The Farm Road
connected many homesteads, the trail at times
following the sharp outside corners of claimed and
cultivated land. It followed the curve of the Birch
Hills to the west, then looped south to meet the
Ester Road and the Tanana Valley Railroad. Bit
by bit, the road was upgraded by the Alaska Road
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Commission. In the process, it was rerouted a
little at a time to more or less follow stable ground
and avoid permafrost and sink holes. This was not
always possible, and even until fairly recent times,
the road was barely passable during the spring
breakup. For a description of road conditions, please
refer to the Mrs. Edna Lawson’s account as related in
Part I, Roads, p. 47.

Fort Gibbon

Fort Gibbon was located in the area of
present-day Tanana. It was an active post between
1899 and 1923. Many names are associated with
this area. Arthur Harper established the Alaska
Commercial Company there. A mile downstream
was the Northern Commercial Company. Another
half mile beyond that was the North American
Trading and Transportation Company, known as
Weare. Below Weare was Fort Gibbon.

Fox Trail or Fox Road

This trail connected Fairbanks to Fox,
Gilmore, Golden City, and other mining areas. It is
now known as the Steese Highway.

Hot Springs

This well-known locale is now called Manley
Hot Springs. The name was changed in 1957.

Valdez Trail, Richardson Trail,
Richardson Highway

A traveler starting south from Fairbanks
to Valdez would have gone to the present-day
Cushman Street-Gaffney Road intersection and
turned toward Fort Wainwright. The Valdez Trail
ended at this corner. From there the traveler would
have followed what is now Gaffney, gone through
the military base, Six Mile Village, North Pole, and
the Eielson Farm project, all of which were in those
days only wilderness broken by a few homesteads.
There were roadhouses along the way where the
traveler could find food and rest for himself and his
animals. Closest to town was Nine Mile Roadhouse,
then Eighteen Mile Roadhouse and the Piledriver
Roadhouse. Many upgrades to this important trail
brought name changes, changes to the location of
the road and the importance of the roadhouses.
The name was officially changed to the Richardson
Highway in 1923, although it had been called the
Richardson Trail for some years before that.
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Appendix VI

Varieties of Agricultural Products
Raised in the Interior
I. Potatoes

The following varieties of potatoes were raised by Tanana Valley farmers before World War II. Where known, the
growers have also been included.
Alaska Beauty

developed by James Weiss

American Wonder

Kennebec
Kinik

Arctic Seedling

Nick Eiden and Harry
O’Bryan

Michigan Early

Beauty of Hebron

William Borden

New Creation

Bliss Triumphs

Norton Beauty
(possibly same as
Noverton Beauty)

Blue Bell
Burbank
Burpee’s Superior
Vorenheim

Netted Gem

William Borden

Noverton Beauty

Darling’s Favorite

Ohio Junior (possibly
same as Early Ohio)

Early Eureka

Ontario

Early Market

Pink Eye Spoots

Early Ohio

Red Bliss

Early Rose

Jorgina Anderson

Salina Burbanks

Early Victors

Cook

Teton

Eureka
Extra Early Pioneer

William Borden

Freeman

James Weiss

Gold Coin

William Borden

Gold Cola
Great Farmers
Green Mountain
Irish Cobbler
Katahdin

James McGrath

Joe Balch, Joe Lawlor,
Bert Stimple

Warba
White Bliss
White Gold
White Rose

Charles Creamer

White Swiss

Nick Eiden and Harry
O’Bryan

114-3
Frank Betschart was growing an unspecified variety
of Swiss potatoes.
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II. Early Poultry and Livestock
A. Poultry
White Peking Ducks

Jorgina Anderson

Homing Pigeons

Fred Douse

Plymouth Rocks
White Wyandottes
Leghorns (both white and
brown)
Rhode Island Reds

B. Beef/Dairy Cattle
Brahmans
Holsteins
Jersey
Guernsey
Shorthorn
Galloway

C. Hogs
Chester White

Frank Betschard

Berkshire

St. Joseph’s Hospital
William Young

Poland China

William Young

Saanens

R.L. Vining

Toggenburgs

R.L. Vining

D. Goats
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Appendix VII
Setting the Pace
Some Firsts for the Tanana Valley
1903

Margaret A. Brandt raises the first domestic raspberries in Fairbanks.

1904

Harry Badger is the first real estate agent in Fairbanks. He is said to have
presided over the first miners’ meeting in the city.
Archie Burns is given credit by Harry Badger for being the first vegetable
grower in Fairbanks.
Charles and Belle Hinckley bring the first cow to Fairbanks.

1904-05

William Young has the first authentic farm in the Tanana Valley. He is called a
“pioneer rancher” in 1906.

1905

Jorgina Anderson is operator of Sunnyside Farm and the first commercial
greenhouse.

1905

J.F. Hielscher builds the first silo in Fairbanks.

May 3, 1911

Mr. and Mrs. William Benn own the first legally recorded property in
Fairbanks.

1913

Mrs. Edgar Wickersham and Mrs. L. Truxton own the first honeybees brought
into the Interior.
Paul J. Rickert imports the first thresher, a McCormick, to Fairbanks by boat.
R.E. Cooley purchases the first McCormick harvester and self-binder to do
custom farm work.

1915

Peter Mortenson sells the first local honey in Fairbanks.

August 26, 1915

Cordelia M. Karschner of Hot Springs is the first person to become an owner
of patented land in the Interior.

1916

Magnus Nelson brings, for his own home use, the first flour mill into the
Territory.

May 19, 1916

E. Pearson purchases the first set of sheep shears from the Northern
Commercial Company.

1918

J.W. Weiss purchases the first small flour mill for use by Tanana Valley
Agriculture Association members.
William Borden grinds the first wheat for flour on November 9, using the TVAA
mill.

1922

Tanana Valley Agriculture Association is operating the only flouring mill in
Alaska.

May 1941

Carroll Phillips, Sr. brings the first rubber-tired tractor, a Farmall, to
Fairbanks.
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Greimann, Paul 77
Grenac, John 78
Grinnell 200
Grljevic, Joseph 81
Gurley, Belle 81
Gustafson, John 200
Hagaman, Floyd 200
Haldane, William 81
Hanford, Daniel 82
Hardy, George 83
Harrington, George 83
Hauge, Lars 145
Heath, Fred 204
Hering, Edward 145
Herning, Carl 204
Herring, Ed 177
Hielscher, J.F. 83
Hilling, Lawrence 205

Hinckley, Charles 137–139
Hodge, Eliot 206
Holder, H.C. 206
Hollist, Lynn 206
Holm, John 206
Holtman, Adolf 83
Hoppe, Otto 84
Horne, Jack 84
Hunt, Thomas 159
Husak, Alexander 85
Hyde, Arthur 85
Isaacson, Frank 86
Jacob, Valentine 145
Janes, Betty 207
Jankovich, Mihailo 86
Jarvie, Matt 207
Jenning, John 207
Jensen, Walter 86
Johnson
Andrew 86
Bert 86
Claus 87–90
Frank 177
Johnston, Louis 207
Jones
A.S. 185
E.T. 207
Mary 207
Joslin, Falcon 159
Joy, “Lou” Lewis 90
Kaprivica, Toma 90
Karshner, J.F. 186
Kaselek, Edward 207
Katsantres, Frank 90
Keenan, Thomas 90
Keller, J.C 90
Kelly, Ralph 207
Kennedy, Aaron 90
Kerner, Stephen 207
King, Jack 177
Kolde, George 90
Koprovica, Thomas 159
Kozchalk, Louise 207
Kreuz, F.N. 159
Krueger, Joe 207
LaMay, Patrick 207
Landru, Herschel 207
Lane, Joseph 208
Largen, Noble 208
Lawlor, Joe 208
Lawson, Frank 209
LaZelle, Herman 91
Leach, Frank 186
LeClair, Frances 92
Loud, Les and Dick 209
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Lyon, William 209
Mack, Edward 159
Mahoney, Patrick 92
Main, Charles 160
Manville, Florence 210
Marshall, Mrs. S.S. 160
Martin, Nels 92
Matetich, Vincent 92
May, Richard 92
McAtee, Edmond 93
McCauley, Mrs. Clarence 146
McCluskey, John 187
McCool, Thomas 93
McCoy, John 93
McGrath
Charles 93
James 93
McIntyre, James 95
McPherson, Emma 209
Miller
Charles 96
Frank 96
Herman 97, 210
J.H. 177
J.V. 97
Minehart, Roy 160
Monroe, Father Francis 160
Montcalm, Gideon 97
Moore, George 210
Moran, Terence 210
Mortimer, Charles 210
Muatkajarvi, Herman 172
Munz, John 177
Murick, Ed 161
Murray, E.G. 97
Myers
J. Austin 97
Paul 99
Nelson
Magnus 99
Peter 99
Nettleton, Joseph 210
Newcomb, Oliver 99
Nissen, George 99
Nodshilder, Selmer 210
O’Bryan, Harry 210
O’Connor, John 100
Ohrenschall, Robert 100, 210
Oldroyd, Lorin 100, 210
Oliver, Kenneth 210
Osborne, Eli 162
Oser, J.W. 210
Papadopoulas, William 101
Patrick, V.M. 210
Pattinson, Thomas 211

Pearl, James 101
Pearson, E. 101
Pease, Emma 101
Pernstich, John 101
Peterson, A.S. 101
Phillips
Carroll Jr. 213
Carroll Sr. 211
John 101
Piede, Weiner 215
Pomeroy, Oscar 102, 215
Potter, Alexander 215
Pratt, Rosa 102
Price, Cliff 215
Prokopis, P.R. 102
Radak, Anton 103
Ray, Henry 103
Redding, Robert 215
Remington, Orthum 103
Richardson, Sigrid 162
Rickert, Paul 103–111, 147–150
Riddle, Henry 111
Robbins, William 111
Roblin, George 111
Rodgers, Bob 215
Russell
James 111
John 112
Sabin, Melvin 112–114
Saulich, Milo 172
Schaller, Joseph 215
Scharle, John 150–152
Secottee, Cyprion 115
Shafer, Roy 115
Shanley, John 116
Sherman
Clyde 215
James 116
Sherrer, Adolph 215
Shipley, Charles 116
Sigsbee, Ephraim 127
Slater, Charles 139
Smith, Thomas 215
Soltz, Elbridge 215
Spatz, A.T. 116
Spencer, Chester 174
St. Louiis, William 174
Stimple, Bert 215–220
Stone, Alexander 116
Sumi, S.L. 163
Sweeney, Charles 117
Taylor
John 182
William 118
Terrill, William 177

Thomas, Merle 220
Thompson, Isaac 153
Tolda, John 118
Tolman, Arnet 118
Tonseth, Thomas 118
Tracey, James 178
Triplette, J.T. 220
Turnbarge, Alfred 153
Turnbow, Guy 183
Usilla, George 119
Van Bibber, Theodore 163
Vandetti, Gabriel 163
Van Rae, Emil 164
Vining, Robert 164
Vogler, Joe 220
Waechter, William 178
Wagner, Charles 221
Waite, Harry 177, 179
Wallen, Rika 187
Ward
Charles 119
Charlie 221
Wardell, Cleo 164
Warren
Harry 179
W.L. 221
Washburn, Edward 221
Watson, Thomas 154
Waugh, William 119
Weiss, James 119–121
Werner, Harold 221
West, Stewart 221
Weurick, Charles 127
Wheeler, Wallace 121
Whipple, Sidney 222
White, Thomas 121
Whiteford, Don 222
Widener, Samuel 121
Wien, Noel 222
Williams, James 122
Wilson, Al 179
Woll, George 222
Wood, Russell 223
Yager, Charles 122
Young, William 122
Zehnder, Alphons 124
Zingg, Andrew 124
blacksmith 59, 69
boiler 38
buckwheat. See crops, grains
businesses
airlines. See aviation
Anglo American Mill 36
banks
Alaska National Bank 196

Index
Farmers Bank 20, 22, 33
First National Bank 6, 119, 162,
165
Washington-Alaska Bank 172
College Bus Lines 77
Columbia Stables 177
dairies
Bentley’s Dairy Co. 130, 131,
209
Buzby’s Dairy 133
Carnation Dairy 130, 209
Creamers Dairy 44, 88, 133, 134,
135, 136, 215, 221
Fairbanks Garden and Dairy
41, 104. See also businesses,
greenhouses
Golden Heart Dairy 209
Gould’s Dairy 137
Hinckley’s Dairy 95, 133, 134
Matanuska Maid 209
Dawson Telegraph Company 103
Dominion Commercial Company
126
drovers
Arctic Cattle Company 59
Atwell and Hering Draymen
Express 145
Waechter Brothers 177, 178
Fairbanks Agency Company 98
Fairbanks Chicken Ranch 157
Fairbanks Meat Company 11
Fairbanks Telephone Company
103
Farthest North Strawberry Ranch
55
Flouring Mill Corporation 21, 32,
35, 36–39, 40, 41, 62, 70, 95, 107,
236
fur farmers 181–183
Alaska Reindeer and Fur
Breeding Company 121
Arctic Fur Farms 182, 191
Far North Fur Farm 181
Sourdough Roadhouse and Fur
Farm 179, 182
greenhouses 140–155
Alaska Tree Greenhouse 192
Anne’s Greenhouse 189
Arctic Greenhouse 142, 143,
153, 155
Birch Tree Garden 145, 146,
155, 210
Chena Garden 153, 155
Fairbanks Garden and Dairy 40,
48, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108,

110, 111, 147, 148, 149, 150,
155
Hering Greenhouse 145
Island Garden and Greenhouse
142, 143, 144, 146, 155
McCauley Greenhouse 40, 147,
154, 155
Northern Lights Nursery 206
Pioneer Garden and Greenhouse
145, 155
Standard Garden 153, 154
Sunnyside Greenhouse 140, 141,
155
West Fairbanks Greenhouse 54,
141, 155
H.C. Davis’ Sash and Door 119
hotels, inns, and roadhouses
Clark Hotel 143
Curry Hotel 201
Fox Farm Roadhouse 182
Fox Gulch Roadhouse 171
Livengood Inn 103
McCarty Roadhouse 66, 187
Nine Mile Roadhouse 66, 174,
233
Nordale Hotel 18, 20, 77, 100
Owl Roadhouse 111
Pioneer Hotel 173, 174
Rika’s Roadhouse 187
Silver Fox Roadhouse 183
Third Avenue Hotel 63, 145
White’s Roadhouse 66
Lomen Equipment Company 190
lumber, wood, and fuel
Ace Plywood 191
Buzby and Spencer Lumber
Company 190
Carroll and Parker Lumber
Company 169
Fairbanks Lumber Mill 168
Independent Lumber Company
11, 84, 154
Independent Mill Company 60,
168, 169, 170
Noyes Lumber Mill 83, 168
Sourdough Express 145
Tanana Lumber Company 169
Tanana Mill Company 168, 170
Wood River Mill 170
Midget-Marvel Mill 36
Miner’s Home Saloon 97
mining
Fairbanks Exploration Company
75, 86, 124, 130, 205, 212
Healy River Coal Corporation

66
Skoogy Gulch Mine 202
United States Smelting, Refining
and Mining Company 75, 198.
See also mining, Fairbanks
Exploration Company
Wild Goose Association Mining
Company 94
Morrison Knudson 75
Municipal Utilities Services 90
Northern Commercial Company
12, 13, 18, 29, 31, 35, 60, 65, 77,
86, 90, 92, 101, 115, 118, 126,
132, 143, 145, 157, 167, 168, 170,
174, 177, 192, 203, 233, 236
Northwest Trading Company 37
Pioneer Stables 112, 113
restaurants
Arcade Café 6, 130, 149
Butte Restaurant 129
Chicken Dinner Inn 197
Home Bakery 160
Little Grill Café 172
Melbenn Café (Dawson) 129
Miner’s Home Restaurant 170
Model Cafe 41
North Star Café (Nome) 129
Pioneer Grill 110
Rendevous Restaurant 114, 182,
206
Spud Nut Shop 100, 210
U.S. Grill 62
Standard Garage 77, 101
stores and markets
Alaska Feed Company 192
Alaska Market 203
Douse Meat Market 158
Golden’s Grocery 152
Golden Market 13
Grubstake Feed 54, 192
Independent Market 178
People’s Store 37, 158
Samson Hardware Company 31,
34
Schultz Second Hand Store 100
Schwabaker Hardware Co.
(Seattle) 60
Wells Alaska Motors 190

C
Canada 49, 54, 61, 72, 83, 93, 97,
100, 115, 118, 162, 164, 174, 213
Carlson Center 97, 101
carnations. See flowers
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cattle. See livestock
cats. See animals, domestic
cherries. See crops, fruit
chickens. See livestock, poultry
China 198
chokecherry. See trees
churches
Catholic Church 97, 125, 143
Christian Science Church 83
Church of Christ 211
Church of the Nazarene 198, 208
Latter Day Saints 100, 198
Presbyterian Church 46, 101, 125
Serbian Orthodox Church 86
Seward Methodist Episcopal
Institution 130
St. Matthews Episcopal Church
65, 68
Civilian Conservation Corps 215
clover. See crops, forage
clubs. See also associations,
agricultural
Country Club 197
Fairbanks Commercial Club 12,
15, 35, 39, 86, 104, 106, 108, 230
fraternal
Arctic Brotherhood 157, 158
Eagles, Fraternal Order of 46,
65, 84, 86, 93, 104, 121, 126,
157, 158, 208
Elks, Benevolent & Protective
Order of 46, 75, 139
Freemasons 46, 83, 103, 104,
110, 114
Moose, Loyal Order of 41, 111
Pioneers of Alaska 46, 55, 68, 73,
104, 121, 122, 126, 139, 158,
172
Ladies Club 84
sporting
Fairbanks Curling Club 104
Rifle Club 104
coal 38, 66, 73, 116, 153, 168, 218
colleges. See universities
Cooperative Extension Service 100,
165, 166, 201, 210
corn. See crops, vegetables
corral 79
crabapples. See crops, fruit
crops
birch syrup 213
black walnuts 197
forage
alfalfa 10, 41, 61, 70, 124
brome grass 55, 60, 61, 122, 200

clover 41, 61, 70, 97, 101, 104,
140
hay 7, 10, 11, 13, 15, 22, 29, 35,
43, 50, 53, 54, 55, 56, 64, 68,
69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 78, 85, 90,
91, 97, 99, 104, 105, 106, 107,
110, 111, 113, 114, 115, 117,
122, 123, 128, 130, 132, 135,
138, 139, 169, 172, 177, 178,
179, 182, 184, 186, 187, 190,
199, 201, 207, 208, 209, 217
orchard grass 97
timothy 10, 41, 140
fruit
apples 10, 61, 119, 158, 163, 197,
213
apricots 159, 197
berries
blueberries 116
currants 59, 61, 73, 101, 110
raspberries 48, 55, 61, 73, 119,
143, 164, 196, 217, 236
strawberries 6, 55, 56, 78, 116,
119, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153
cantaloupe 104, 148
cherries 61, 159
crabapples 10, 61, 158, 159, 163,
213, 214
grapes 151, 197
melons 106, 151, 210
pears 197
plums 61, 159, 197
grains
barley 6, 9, 12, 13, 15, 22, 28, 39,
61, 65, 70, 83, 122, 159, 178,
179, 192, 196, 203, 207, 217
buckwheat 13, 41, 122
flax 41, 61, 70, 71, 203
oats 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 17, 22,
28, 31, 39, 49, 53, 61, 63, 65,
70, 71, 73, 85, 86, 87, 90, 93,
97, 103, 105, 106, 117, 138,
159, 177, 178, 179, 203, 205,
210, 212, 217
rye 6, 13, 15, 17, 22, 61, 70, 83,
103
wheat 6, 7, 10, 13, 15, 17, 31, 32,
33, 35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 53, 55,
60, 61, 62, 63, 73, 76, 86, 91,
93, 95, 96, 103, 119, 125, 127,
159, 189, 203, 236
herbs
chicory 164
garlic 61
parsley 106

mushrooms 50, 191
peanuts 115
tobacco 92, 93
vegetables
beans 101, 103, 104, 115, 119,
120, 157, 193, 217
beans, string 101, 103, 115, 157
beets 15, 32, 33, 41, 55, 62, 63,
70, 83, 97, 103, 104, 105, 106,
115, 122, 144, 160, 161, 193,
217
broccoli 89, 193, 194, 195
cabbage 6, 15, 35, 37, 40, 56, 61,
83, 85, 89, 97, 102, 103, 104,
105, 106, 110, 119, 122, 124,
127, 144, 145, 147, 151, 152,
157, 159, 161, 185, 193, 194,
195, 207, 217, 221
carrots 13, 15, 37, 40, 41, 55, 61,
70, 92, 97, 102, 103, 104, 105,
106, 110, 115, 122, 144, 151,
161, 183, 193, 194, 195, 205,
207, 217
cauliflower 89, 103, 105, 110,
119, 145, 147, 151, 152, 183,
193, 194
celery 40, 41, 85, 86, 90, 103,
104, 106, 110, 144, 145, 151,
161, 186
corn 5, 61, 82, 103, 104, 115,
191, 197, 212
cucumbers 104, 106, 122, 127,
140, 141, 143, 145, 149, 151,
152, 153, 186
kale 83, 106
leeks 161
lettuce 6, 83, 105, 106, 110, 122,
147, 151, 152, 161, 183, 192,
193, 194, 210, 217
mustard greens 195
onions 15, 61, 105, 140, 147,
151, 183
onions, green 103
parsnips 6, 40, 104, 105, 106,
115, 151, 161, 193
peas 4, 6, 11, 15, 41, 55, 63, 82,
97, 101, 104, 110, 115, 119,
120, 140, 156, 157, 161, 164,
186, 192, 193, 194, 196, 201,
205, 212, 217
peppers 141, 145, 186
potatoes 6, 10, 13, 15, 22, 28, 31,
32, 33, 35, 37, 39–44, 54, 56,
58–64, 68–73, 76, 81–86, 88–
101, 104, 105, 106, 108–111,

Index
113, 115, 116, 119–123, 125,
127, 132, 140, 144, 147, 151,
157, 159–162, 165, 176, 183,
185, 186, 187, 190, 192–196,
198, 199, 200, 204–210, 212,
213, 216–219, 223
pumpkins 61
radishes 6, 105, 106, 143, 147,
152, 161, 186, 192, 193, 195,
207, 217
rhubarb 6, 78, 79, 85, 97, 106,
150, 163, 193, 217
rutabagas 40, 61, 70, 83, 90, 92,
99, 103, 105, 106, 144, 161,
193, 207, 217
summer squash 193
tomatoes 15, 104, 105, 106, 110,
122, 125, 127, 140, 141, 143,
145, 150, 151, 152, 186, 198,
206, 207
turnips 6, 14, 39, 40, 55, 56, 59,
63, 83, 85, 97, 104, 106, 110,
115, 119, 144, 161, 186, 193,
195, 207, 217
cucumbers. See crops, vegetables
currants. See crops, fruit, berries

D
dairies 128–139
dairy products
butter 41, 61, 130, 134, 176
buttermilk 133, 134
cottage cheese 133
cream 41, 44, 133, 134, 135, 157
ice cream 41, 134, 135
milk 30, 40, 41, 44, 61, 89, 97, 104,
115, 122, 123, 128–139, 143, 157,
182, 187, 188, 196, 198, 208, 209
milk, goat 89, 122
Denmark 6, 145
disasters
earthquake 108, 136, 150
fire 44, 54, 56, 60, 61, 62, 63, 66,
69, 73, 78, 84, 93, 95, 108, 116,
125, 127, 130, 133, 135, 138, 139,
145, 153, 156, 170, 171, 174, 186,
223
flood 71, 141, 170, 212
diseases and medical conditions
blindness 101
Bright’s 101
cancer 62, 68, 112, 126
diabetes 141
heart disease 56, 60, 67, 79, 86,
110, 111, 121, 197, 208

hernia 121
influenza 110, 114, 182
paralysis 101, 110
pneumonia 84, 86, 100, 101
stroke 65, 92, 110, 133
tuberculosis 99, 129, 138
doctor 59, 101, 170, 198, 206
dogs. See animals, domestic
dogwood. See flowers
drovers 175–179. See also
businesses
ducks. See animals, wildlife;
livestock, poultry

E
earthquake. See disasters
eggs 5, 41, 48, 61, 108, 110, 122, 123,
136, 140, 158, 162, 176, 182, 191,
203, 217
England 69, 121, 129, 136, 145
equipment
axes 79, 87, 167
binder 13, 14, 25, 68, 87, 106, 199,
236
brooder 73
bulldozer 195, 219
crawlers 32
crusher 13
cultivators 25
flouring mill 21, 32, 33, 35, 36–39,
41, 62, 70, 76, 95, 99, 107, 119,
236
grain cradle 24
harness 108, 111, 113
harrow 197, 203, 220
harvester 68, 104, 236
hay rake 111
incubator 73
manure spreader 89
mower 25, 35, 68
plows 9, 15, 24, 31, 48, 50, 56, 77,
119, 132, 195, 197, 202, 203, 220
potato digger 72, 187
potato planter 187
pump 130, 202
reaper-binder 13, 14, 104
saws 79, 84, 87, 115, 167
scythe 24
seed drills 24, 196
shovels 79, 201
sickle 87
sideplow 187
sleds 55, 92, 111, 139, 150, 151
sleigh 46, 69, 88, 179
slip scoop 79

thresher 5, 10, 13, 25, 31, 68, 104,
105
tractor 24, 25, 26, 31, 35, 48, 56,
62, 63, 69, 77, 79, 87, 89, 93, 114,
119, 132, 133, 134, 171, 183, 190,
192, 194, 195, 199, 202, 203, 205,
208, 211, 212, 213, 217
transplanter 89
wagon 45, 47, 64, 71, 72, 78, 97,
107, 110, 111, 130, 134, 137, 152,
157, 175, 178, 179, 190, 193, 208,
211, 232
water wheel 127
wheelbarrow 79
wood rake 111
experiment stations
Alaska Experiment Station 6
Copper Center 9, 10
Fairbanks 4, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15,
21, 22, 23, 32, 42, 44, 48, 49,
73, 75, 76, 86, 92, 97, 119, 123,
125, 138, 150, 151, 159, 182,
185, 202, 210
Fairbanks Experiment Farm
10, 11, 12, 48, 49, 100, 118,
124, 200, 212
Kenai 10
Kodiak 10, 22, 23, 33
Matanuska 10, 44, 108
Rampart 10, 21, 69, 75
Sitka 10, 33, 119
New York Agricultural Experiment
Station 182
Wyoming Experiment Station 190

F
Fairbanks City Council 65, 153
Fairbanks Fire Department 130, 179
Farm Loan Act 26
Federal Bureau of Investigation 174
feed. See crops, forage
fertilizer 25, 39, 41, 44, 94, 127, 151,
190
compost 90
fish heads 127
manure 83, 87, 89, 104, 115, 119,
127, 151, 159, 192
offal 151
Finland 22, 172
fire. See disasters
flood. See disasters
flowers 30, 63, 64, 86, 96, 98, 106,
110, 111, 140, 142, 143, 144, 150,
153, 156, 157, 158, 160, 162, 197
aster 147

247

248

Like a Tree to the Soil
canary bird vine 147, 158
carnations 5, 142
honeysuckle 159
hop vine 147
iris 159
lilac 159
lilies 159
nasturtiums 147
pansies 147, 158
roses 5, 142, 150, 159
sunflowers 61
sweet pea 140, 158
forage. See crops
France 115, 116
freighters 175–179. See also
shippers
fruit 10, 55, 98, 120, 162, 163, 164.
See also crops, fruit
funeral homes
Catholic Chapel 85
Chapel of Hosea H. Ross 56
Fairbanks Memorial Chapel 208

G
geese. See livestock, poultry
Germany 37, 84, 90, 178, 200
goats. See livestock
gold 3, 14, 20, 49, 54, 55, 60, 64, 66,
82, 94, 96, 100, 103, 113, 128, 129,
132, 142, 153, 205
Golden Valley Electric Association
195, 209
grain 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 17,
24, 25, 31, 32, 33, 35, 39, 41, 43, 56,
61, 62, 63, 65, 68, 70, 73, 75, 77, 87,
91, 95, 99, 107, 108, 110, 113, 114,
117, 119, 122, 123, 125, 127, 132,
149, 156, 159, 173, 176, 178, 179,
184, 186, 196, 199, 201, 203, 207.
See also crops, grains
Grand Coulee Dam 207
grass. See crops, forage

H
Hatch Act 26
hay. See crops, forage
Holland 83
Homestead Act 5, 15, 106
honey 164, 210, 221, 236. See also
livestock, bees
horses. See livestock
hospitals
Bassett Army Hospital 65
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 93

Karsunksky Sanitarium 62
Mayo Brothers Clinic 112
Morningside asylum 91, 93, 118
St. Joseph’s Hospital 55, 60, 62, 65,
79, 83, 84, 90, 92, 96, 97, 98, 100,
101, 110, 112, 114, 116, 118, 124,
160, 161, 164, 179, 186, 208, 209,
210, 235
St. Matthew’s Hospital 68
United States Naval Hospital 101
hotels. See businesses

I
inns. See businesses, hotels
International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers 200
Ireland 100, 117
Italy 163

J
jam 47, 48, 71, 119, 212
jelly 40, 47, 48, 97

K
Kenai-Susitna Valley Fur Breeders
Association 182

L
leeks. See crops, vegetables
livestock
bees 164, 210, 221, 236
cattle 7, 11, 12, 23, 24, 42, 43, 61,
74, 76, 83, 86, 101, 104, 113, 123,
128, 129, 130, 132, 133, 135, 136,
137, 138, 139, 156, 175, 176, 177,
178, 179, 187, 188, 191, 198, 199,
209, 212
furbearers. See also animals,
wildlife
chinchilla rabbits 183
fox 89, 115, 158, 182, 183, 191
marten 182, 183
mink 158, 182, 183, 195
goats 30, 43, 88, 89, 97, 103, 122,
182, 207, 208, 209, 223. See also
dairy, goat milk
horses 5, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 24,
26, 37, 40, 41, 43, 45, 46, 47, 55,
61, 66, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 75, 77,
78, 79, 83, 87, 88, 89, 92, 95, 97,
102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 108, 110,
111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 119, 120,
122, 127, 130, 132, 133, 139, 144,

145, 151, 159, 161, 169, 173, 174,
175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 182, 183,
187, 190, 193, 194, 195, 200, 201,
203, 205, 207, 217
mules 24
pigs 10, 43, 59, 71, 86, 87, 88, 97,
106, 113, 115, 122, 123, 139, 145,
157, 161, 176, 187, 192, 198, 203,
207, 217
poultry
chickens 5, 13, 30, 42, 48, 86,
87, 92, 106, 108, 111, 115, 122,
123, 130, 145, 156, 157, 158,
160, 162, 163, 164, 176, 182,
183, 191, 197, 203, 207, 217
ducks 56, 97, 106, 140, 156, 158
geese 87, 97, 106, 158, 182
turkeys 140
rabbits 208
reindeer 121, 178
sheep 18, 23, 83, 89, 101, 176, 177,
179, 182, 236

M
meat 11, 12, 43, 76, 115, 156, 158,
176, 178, 179, 209, 217
bacon 115
beef 13, 43, 59, 115, 138, 176, 199,
217
caribou 115
hamburger 209
moose 115
pork 59, 115, 196, 217
sausage 97, 196
veal 177
melons. See crops, fruit
Mexico 158
Montenegro 90
Morrill Act 26
mules. See livestock
music and entertainment
dances
Farmer’s Ball 39
Harvest Ball 40
Harvest Dance 40
groups
Connecticut Drum Corp 210
Fairbanks Band 145
Fairbanks orchestra 158
Fish Wheel Orchestra 39
Harmony Five 41
Imperial Broadway Orchestra 39
instruments
cornet 145
organ 84, 96

Index
phonograph 111
piano 84, 139, 206
trombone 145
trumpet 158
Muskox Farm 86, 209

N
Norway 65, 119, 140, 141
nurse 110

O
oats. See crops, grains
onions. See crops, vegetables

P
Panama Canal 212
parsnips. See crops, vegetables
pears. See crops, fruit
personages. See also aviation, pilots
Barnette, E.T. 55
Berry, Clarence 20, 158, 172
Bunnell, Charles 44, 76, 96, 116,
146, 201, 208
Carmack, George 83
Clark, Walter Eli 11
Coolidge, Calvin 118
Custer, General A. 55
Eagan, William 136
Gasser, George 40, 44, 75–77, 108,
109, 190, 194, 202, 206
Georgeson, Charles Christian 6, 9,
10, 35
Gruening, Ernest 76
Harding, Warren G. 108
Heintzelman, B. Frank 219
Herbert Hoover 68
Johnson, Albert J. 6
Lathrop, “Cap” 41, 206, 219
Lincoln, Abraham 5
Neal, J.W. 9, 10, 14, 22, 23, 32
Parks, George A. 181
Thompson, W.F. 5, 6, 18, 26, 33,
77, 140
Vogeler, Joe 195, 220
Wada, Jujiro 55
Wallace, Henry C. 108
Wickersham, James 15, 103, 123,
178
Wilson, Woodrow 60
pests
cabbage worm 159
root maggots 119
Philippines 83

pickles 18, 40, 101
pigs. See livestock
pilots. See aviation
plums. See crops, fruit
poultry. See livestock
potato scab 204

R
rabbits. See livestock
raspberries. See crops, fruit, berries
reindeer. See livestock
rhubarb. See crops, vegetables
ring rot, bacterial 190, 196, 218
roadhouses 184–188. See also
businesses, hotels
Rural Electric Association 222
Russia 22, 55, 85
rutabagas. See crops, vegetables
rye. See crops, grains

S
sauerkraut 97
schools
Badger Elementary School 78, 84
Hunter Elementary School 110
Joy Elementary School 90
Lathrop High School 110
Ryan Junior High School 110
Santa Barbara High School 200
Scotland 23, 81, 82
Serbia 172
sheep. See livestock
shippers
Alaska Railroad 41, 42, 43, 46, 56,
89, 96, 108, 119, 169, 173, 177,
189, 194, 200, 232
Alaska Steamship Company 41,
108
American-Yukon Navigation
Company 17
Copper River and Northwestern
Railway 145, 176, 177
Ed S. Orr and Company 176
Merchants Transportation
Company 41
Pacific Coast Steamship Company
17, 41
Pacific Cold Storage 176, 179
Tanana Valley Railroad 10, 15, 46,
56, 61, 65, 125, 142, 170, 172, 232
Yukon Navigation Company 17, 41
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