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From The 
Director's Desk 

This year home gardeners and 
commercial producers of grains, vege-
tables, meat, ano milk have once agam 
demonstrated /\Iaska's substantial po 
ten tic1l for food production . Thrs ex-
perience and the results of 78 years of 
agricu ltural research in A laska contin-
ue to document the l1 iolog1cal capabil-
ity of the statt to produce abundant 
y1elds of adap ten crops and livestock. 

Yel Alaskans are forced to rely on 
agncultural products imported from 
otl er states and foreign countries to 
provide more than 95% o f their food 
requirements Moreover, Alaska's 
meager agricultural production provides employment opportunities for 
relatively few people within t he state And food prices for Alaskans con-
t inue to escalate irrespect ive of surpluses or shortages of agricultural 
commodi ties 1n the Lower 48. 

Neverthe less. Alaska has substantial adv.mtages for agricultural pro-
duction : 

• Alask.l has 20 mil lion acr6 of land that can produce h1gh y ields 
or adapted crops. 

• Alaska has energy resources for the production and processing of 
food. 

• Alaska has surplus industnal heat from power plants and p1peline 
pumpmg stat ions that can be used in crop production and pro-
cessing. 

• Alaska hds an enormous protein source m the form of by-pro-
ducts f rom its fishtng industry that can be used as protein supple-
ments in livestock feed. 

If Alaska is t o develop an economic base tl1rough something other 
t han ex trCJct ive resources, agricultural production and processing must 
be expanded in th~ state. Potential agricultural land owned by t ho state 
and federal governments must be made ava1lable in suffic ientl y large 
units for farmers to farm. Businesses that prov1de the goods and services 
for agricultural production, and the facilities and services for processing 
agricultural products. must be established and expanded. T he produc 
lion, processing and marketing components of agnculture must be en-
larged to creale the " cntrcal mass" necessary for a viable economic sys 
tern. 

Alaska has the rechnolog ical, fmancial. and organiza~ional capabilities 
to develop agriculture successfully . A commitment within the state to 
utdlll~ these capabilities can establish agriculture as a viable part of 
Alaska's economy a'ld f uture well being. 

James V. Drew, Director 

July/19n 
VolumeS Number 2 

Alaska 

AQnculture Experlmt'tll STnT10n 

School of Agricultu•e and Land 
Resource Me!\019 mant 

ADMINISTRATION 
J V. llraw, Ph.D 

Director, Prof. Agfol'omv . Fa11tH!nkJ 
C, E lOIJ1rlon, f1h. O 

Associnr..- Du~-:tor 
Prof Plo1m Putholo!)y . . . . . . . . Pulmu· 

S ~ 1. t &told M.S 
Exe~urive OffrC1lr . • ... •. .. .. Pdltt I!' 

J G Glenn 
Administrotlv.: A•~osiDnt . .... Fairbanks 

I J KlebPsador!l, PI- D. 
A.R 'i, Re$83rC 1 I cader 
nltSo<~rctl AgronoM ~~ ....... . Palmer' 

H. L. Taylor, MS. 
A.R ~- Loc.ation Lend,.r 
Resrarch Aorc 11111n" ..•. Palme-r• 

R l ~<ck~Nold 
Admoni$IIAIIVf' Olfocer .... Pal me • 

• US. lR.•parrmem of Aqr•culturc, 
AgncultimJ/ Rltseatclr Scrrvfce 
JJt•rrcmnel cooperMtmg W1tlr tlur 
Umvt-wry ol Alaska Agricullur(ll 
ExpPrimP'Ilt St,llllm. 

Agroboreatis is 1 u!Jii<hr J t..o r .r he 
.:Jd{;l ShiP L th At ' F" t.L!II, .. vl ~ns 

COilH•llttCIJ " '.,. 11 _,. ,_ r .... L Brund~e. 

L. J ''lelleS<l<l"i. ( : . L.>gsdon, J. D. 
f'vc'ent:liL ' c~ndW. C. Tiornil5 

Ma.,.·o Murr:1y 

Prtrl l ll·t NJr ,,...,1'1 Prnrll '] u .. lm: .. 
A Let .0r ~ . AILs~~ 

AR•obora.ahg I> pubhRiled by th!! Univer­
s.rty of Al•slut Agrlc:ultul'\ll E:l(ptotlrTMtnl Sll 
uon, I ~11bani<~. AI<Jska 99101. A wrorum 
request w l!l one ude you an the m.1ihng lis1, 
Th A 1 c rllu I E ~eper ment Sta11on a t tl'>a 
Un ver tV of Alaslc~ pruvlrJas 111Ul!l publwJ 
toons or d u 1 edutal1onel .1nd employment 
opponunrti •s to u I w.rtJour ft:\l·l•rJ w rlll' n , 
ootur. ·~ 1 o 1. nonioMI orog1n, sex, age, phys­
i~;a h 'Idle p or veteran nutus. 

To >~mP ly 11.1 m10ologv, tolldP names nl 
r rudr r.t• o r 1uoprrent rr'IY hove ~n used lr 
1h1• pubilcotlon, N Andor&emsn f f pr-oduct' 
or fi1 ml menu on~ ' ntended, I'O IS criti­
osm rmplrad of rhose nl't mt1 Hlor•ed, 

M.:~tt\n~l ppeanng I I!O •nay be rep•mtt!d 
provided no endorstmo•n of a comtl'll'rcoRI 
pro due • • red or implied Plf'a~ cred1t the 
researche on~rolvcd, and the U111V0rsiry of 
Aloska A1F1~ulturol Ev~rlm rlt Sr tion. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
I ntr eduction 

Chatle~ E. I. ngwon -Page 4 

Service and Supply -Page 5 

Proccssmg ·· Page 9 

People -Page 12 

Transpor tation - Page 15 

Marketmq -Pagn 19 

Energy - Page 22 

Business -Page /J 

Photo Credits : 
Paye 5 Charles F Logsdon, page 6 : upper, Charles E. Logsdon; 
lower, Charles E Logsdon, page 7 . upper, Ed DePrirst; .ower, 
Chena Koponen, pctge 8: upper, Charles E. Logsdon; lowt::r, Wilrnd 
Knnx, page 9 · Ed DePnest. page 10: upper, S1anley MucheWIL7 ; 
middle, 1 any Gasbarro, lower, Chena Koponen, page 11 : upper, 
Ed DePriest; lower, Charles E. Logsdon, pagE. 12: Jimmy Bedford, 
page 13: Chena Koponen, page 14 : Chena Koponen. page 1 5 · 
Chena Koponen, pdge 16: upper, Ed DePriest; lower. Charles E. 
Logsdon, page 17: upper, Fd DePriest: lower, Charles E. Logsdon, 
page ·18: Charles E. Logsdon, page 19: Chena Koponen, page 20: 
Chena Koponen, page 21 : upper, Ed DePriest; lower, Chena 
Koponen , p<~ge 22: Chena Koponen, page /3 : Chena Koponen. 

ABOUT THE COVER . . 
Potato production is tdcally suited to Alaska's long days (lnd cool 
temperatures. A lc:Jck of processing lacrlit ies, however, limits Alas 
!<an potatoes o t he tresh market, and A laskans must pay to tm-
port mr rons of pounds of frozen and dehydrated pOtdtoes and 
potato ch1ps each year. These potdtoes are growing ar the Bernard 
Vander Wcelc farm near Palmer. 

Photo by Gary Mrchaelson 
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Introduction 

To many people, agriculture means the production of food ant! riber, 
and there fore, agriculture is limited to our farms and forests. To 

most urban people, food comes from the supermarket, clothing comes 
from department stores, and housi ng comes from rhe lumber yard 

Each of t hese viewpoints fail s to regard the supply of food, clothing and 
shelter as a tota ll y integrated system consuming the t1me <Jnd energy 

of at least 40% of t he nation 's workforce. mass1ve quantities 
of t he nation's energy supply, water resources, transportation network, 

and large amo unts of steel and rubber. Supplying the nation with 
its food, clothing, and shelter is the largest single Industry . 

The implications for Alaska are qu1te int eresting When asked about agri-
culture in Alaska. most people would reply that it is a very small part 

of Alaska's economy It is t rue that Alaska's farmers produce less than 5% 
of the food consumed in the st ate. It is true I hat in sp•te of the massive 

forest resources in Alaska, the majority of t he forest products pro 
duced are shipped out of the state and do nol enter the local market. But 

to say that the agricultural industry overall is unimportant 1n Alaski:.l 
is to iqnore that Alaskans, like everyone else in the United States, are fed, 

lothed, and housed by the agricu lt ural system. 

Production of food within Alaska ,., limtted. Processmg of agricultural 
products, with the exception of primary processing of pulp at 

Ketchikan and Sit ka, is almost none)(istent. The service and supply sector 
is barely adequate for the amount of product•on But the rest of the 

agricu ltural system that it takes to feed, clothe, and house our 400,000 
people is as sophisticated as anywhere else ih the world. 

AgrictJ iture is not just farming, agriculture 1s also buslness. 

• • 

Charle~ E. Logsdon 
Assoc1ate Director 
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