. gL

CIRCULAR 22 SEPTEMBER 1959

ALASKA 114
o tough-thinned main crop polate

C. H. DEARBORN, Horticulturist

University of Alaska
ALASKA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

Cooperating with the
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE




ALASKA 114, A TOUGH-SKINNED MAIN CROP POTATO

Alaska 114 was formally released
to the Alaska Certified Seed Grow-
ers Association in 1954 although it
had been field tested by a few mem-
bers during the preceding year. The
selection was made from seedlings
derived from a cross of Cobbler x
Minnesota 13-1.

Several thousand seedling tubers
from this cross were obtained from
Minnesota in 1942*%. They were
evaluated in the field at the College
Experiment Station Farm for the
first time in 1944. Numerous selec-
tions from this group were subse-
quently tested at Matanuska. Final
seection of Alaska 114 was made
in 1954 after field trials on cooperat-
ing farms. It was evaluated under
pedigree number 114.42-3-44. The
parentage of Alaska 114 is:

Russet Burbank
13-1
Alaska 114 ‘ ?66-1 Katahdin

8 (selfed)
Cobbler

Tubers of Alaska 114 are uni-
form in size and shape. A field run
average of 100 tubers shows that
they are 2.7 inches long by 2.3 in-
ches wide and 1.8 inches deep.
They are short and oblong in ap-
pearance. Their skin is smooth to
slightly scurfy, white, and highly
resistant to feathering. Eye denth
is medium to shallow. Eyebrows are
short, and inconspicuous. Flesh

*Dr. Zola M. Fineman conducted the first
phases of selection and evaluation.

color is white with very little con-
trast between the center of the
tuber and its outer layer.

The leaf arrangement of Alaska
114 provides uniform ground pro-
tection when successive night freez-
ing frequently injures tubers of
more open leaf type plants.

Leaves are dark green and rela-
tively smooth. Stems are medium
thick and prominently angled. Some
reddish purple color occurs along
the upper internodes. This color
is usually not continuous on all
surfaces of the internodes.

Flower buds are oblong and
darkened with reddish purple pig-
ment. The showy corolla is of me-
dium size and lavender in color
with creamy tips. Flower clusters
are abundant and rise 3 to 4 inches
above the foliage. Pollen is abun-
dant and of good quality. Seed balls
are common.

CHARACTERISTICS

Alaska 114 1s a medium vine
type plant apparently not susceptible
to leaf necrosis attributed to potash
deficiency, which is relatively com-
mon to the foliage of Green Moun-
tain  (commonly called Arctic
Seedling in Alaska) in the major
potato areas of the State. The medi-
um thickness of stems makes for
easy vine removal with a mechani-
cal beater.










